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Dr Michael J. Dumbleton was a quiet and scholarly man with broad interests who might today be described
as a life-long learner, that is to say he never lost the enthusiasm to develop new areas of knowledge.  After
a distinguished academic start with a BSc at Bristol and Doctorate in Physics from Birmingham he went on
to use his skills in physics and metallurgy at the Road Research Laboratory near Crowthorne where he
worked until his retirement.

Outside of his scientific work he followed interests in natural history and local history.  With a keen eye for
insects and particularly moths, not neglecting the micros, he systematically ran a mercury-vapour moth trap
in his garden in Bracknell.  The results were carefully detailed in a booklet on the moths of Bracknell
(Dumbleton, 1995) which he circulated to friends.  As a friend of Brian Baker, members of the Society may
recall that he often came to mothing evenings.  A number of his rarer finds, including a Balsam Carpet, the
first imago found in Berkshire, are cited in Brian Baker’s book on the moths of Berkshire (Baker, 1994).
Michael also experimented with different chemical drying treatments for dragonflies in order to preserve the
colours and was a member of the Amateur Entomologist’s Society.

As well as natural history he was a distinguished researcher of local history, taking extramural courses at
Reading and Oxford and being a longstanding member of the Berkshire Family History Society, Berkshire
Local History Society, and the Bracknell and District Historical Society.  In the case of the latter society he
was one of the founder members in 1971, and during the next twenty-seven years had acted as its
Chairman, Vice-President and President.  In 1978 his book Brick making –- A Local Industry was published,
and in 1982 he and his wife Zena edited a list of the monumental inscriptions of Easthampstead, transcribed
from memorials in St Michael and Mary Magdalene church (Anon, 2002; Hasted, 2002).

Sincere thanks are due to Mrs Zena Dumbleton for making Michael’s insect collection and manuscript of The
Moths of Bracknell available for publication as a supplement to the The Reading Naturalist and for the
generous donation of insect specimens and original documentation to Reading Museum Service and further
insect specimens to the British Entomological and Natural History Society where they can be examined by
members of the Society.
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INTRODUCTION

For the decade 1976-1985 I ran an ultra-violet light moth trap and recorded moths in my garden in
Warfield Road, just inside the northern boundary of Bracknell Parish (National Grid reference SU 8704
7005). From June 1984 to December 1985 I made records for most days. The records of the larger moths
are listed in Tables 2-5. The recording of the so-called micro moths was not so systematic, but 44 of them
are recorded in Tables 6 and 7. Total numbers recorded are as follows: 

Macro moths seen in 1984 (June-December) 185
Macro moths seen in 1985 (January-December) 248

Macro moths seen in decade 1976-1985 229
Micro moths seen in decade 1976-1985 44

Total species 1976-1985 343

The monthly distribution of the larger species for 1984 and 1985 is summarised in Table l(a) opposite, and
Table 1(b) lists the most common species in 1985. 

Thanks are due to Brian Baker for assistance with identification. Notes on some interesting Bracknell
species on which he makes an observation in his Butterflies and Moths of Berkshire (1) are given on page
2. The Bracknell record for the Balsam Carpet (25 Aug 1984) was the first record of this moth in
Berkshire, and that for the Scarce Bordered Straw (10 Oct 1985) was the second Berkshire record. An
excellent guide to moth identification is that by Bernard Skinner (2). 

LIST OF TABLES 

Table 1(a) Bracknell moths 1984 & 1985. Monthly distribution
Table 1(b) Bracknell moths seen on largest number of days in the year 1985
Table 2. Bracknell moths 1976-1985. In name order.
Table 3. Bracknell moths 1976-1985. In order of Bradley & Fletcher list.
Table 4. Bracknell moths 1984. In order of first appearance. 
Table 5. Bracknell moths 1985. In order of first appearance.
Table 6. Some Bracknell micro moths 1976-1985. 

Name index: with Bradley & Fletcher list numbers. 
Table 7. Some Bracknell micro moths 1976-1985. 

In order of Bradley & Fletcher list.
Table 8. Further Bracknell records noted by Baker.

NOTES ON THE TABLES 

In the tables the first column gives the Species Number from Bradley and Fletcher’s list (3). The species
are arranged in alphabetical order in Table 2 and 6 and in order of Species Number in Table 3, 7 and 8. In
Tables 4 and 5 the moths are in order of first appearance; to find a particular moth in these tables, obtain
its date of first appearance in the appropriate year from Table 2 or 3, and then find this date in column 4 of
the table for 1984 or 1985. These tables also give the number of days in the year, and in each month, on
which each moth was seen. When the record for a moth was from a specimen label rather than by direct
observation these numbers are replaced by asterisks (*). When a moth was seen on only one day the “last
day” column may repeat the date or contain “-----”. 
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NOTES ON SOME INTERESTING SPECIES

Below is a list of species recorded in the garden on which Brian Baker makes an observation on frequency
or other remark in his Butterflies and Moths of Berkshire. First are given the dates on which I recorded the
species. Then follow his remarks and any reference to my observations. Direct quotations are enclosed in
inverted commas. Table 8 lists further Bracknell records noted by Baker.

1721 Balsam carpet. 25 Aug 84. ‘Not known in Britain until 1955 and unrecorded in Berkshire until
1984. First record of imagines, Bracknell, 25.viii.84, Dr M.J.Dumbleton.’ Brian Baker found larvae
on the same day, at Hurley.

1749 Dark spinach. 1980. ‘Uncommon, and noted by few recorders.’
1765 Barred yellow. 1977; 79; 80; 1, 6, 14 Jul 85. ‘Widespread but generally uncommon.’
1767 Pine carpet. 8, 13, 31 Oct 84; 26 Sep, 16 Oct 85 ‘Bracknell, fairly common. 2, 13, 16.x.84 (MJD).’
1781 Small waved umber. 4 Aug 84. ‘Much decreased.’
1788 Scarce tissue. 1977. ‘Local and uncommon.’
1789 Scallop shell. 17 Aug 85. ‘Local and uncommon.’
1839 Boldered pug. 1977; 5 Jul 84. ‘Local and not common.’
1918 Lunar thorn. 4, 10 Jun 85. ‘Widespread but seldom taken in any quantity.’ ‘Bracknell, 4, 10.vi.85

(MJD).’
1978 Pine hawk-moth. 27 Jun, 21 Jul, 6 Aug 85. ‘The earliest records for Berkshire appear in the

1940s.’‘Bracknell, fairly common, 1985 (MJD).’
1980 Eyed hawk-moth. 1977; 3, 24, 30 Jun, l Jul 85. ‘General, but not common.’
1998 Poplar kitten. 1978; 4, 30 Jun, 5 Jul 85. ‘Fairly general among poplar trees but usually scarce.’
2105 Dotted rustic. 7 Jul 84; 10 Aug 85. ‘Long known in the west of the county but has only spread into

mid and east Berkshire since the late 70s’ ‘Bracknell, once, 7.vii.84 (MJD).’
2127 Triple-spotted clay. 1979, ‘Very local and then only in small numbers.’
2170 Varied coronet. 22 Ju1 85. The moth was first taken at Dover in 1948. ‘It has spread northwards,

then westwards. It reached east Berkshire in the late ’70s.’
2140 Blair’s shoulder-knot. 1 Oct, 15 Nov 84; 4, 21 Oct 85. The first British specimen was recorded in

1951, and in Berkshire first in 1971 and next in 1978. ‘Bracknell, fairly common, x.84 (MJD).’
2331 Small clouded brindle. 1980; 2, 25 Jun 85. ‘Local and scarce, or possibly overlooked.’ ‘Bracknell,

scarce, 14, 25.vi.85 (MJD).’
2336 Double lobed. 16 Jul 84; 31 Jul 85. ‘Very local.’
2375 Large wainscot. 1 Oct 84. ‘Very local, but often abundant among Phragmites.’
2400 Scarce bordered straw. 10 Oct 85. ‘A regular, but usually scarce, immigrant, occasionally

spreading inland. There are four recent records for Berkshire.’The second of these is ‘Bracknell,
10.x.85 (MJD).’

2423 Oak nycteoline. 9 Jul 84; 6 Oct 85. ‘Uncommon.’
2475 Waved black. 2, 9 Aug 84. ‘The first Berkshire specimen to be recorded was from Wellington

College, 15.vii.31.’‘Bracknell... 2.viii.84 (MJD).’

REFERENCES 
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(3) J D Bradley and D S Fletcher. A recorder's log book or label list of British butterflies and moths.
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REVIEW OF THE YEAR 1985

I will comment on some of the most common and interesting moths in the months of each quarter of the
year 1985 (see Tables 1 (a & b) and 5). 

JANUARY TO MARCH. Even in January there were moths coming to the garden, although only the
Mottled Umber, on two days, and the Early Moth on one, but February had five species, the Pale Brindled
Beauty on 5 days, the March Moth on 4, the Early Moth on 2, and the Satellite and Spring Usher on one.
March yielded 12 species including the March Moth on 11 days and the Dotted Border and Hebrew
Character on 3. 

APRIL TO JUNE. Thirteen moth species appeared in April, with the Hebrew Character on 27 days, the
Common Quaker on 25, the Clouded Drab on 18, the Small Quaker on 17 and the Early Grey on 12. 

In May there were 50 species. The Hebrew Character on 21 days was still the most frequent moth,
followed by the Clouded Drab and the Powdered Quaker on 11, the Common Quaker and Early Grey on 9.
and the Swallow Prominent, the Brimstone and the Peppered Moth on 7. The Peppered Moth is famous for
showing industrial melanism, Bracknell specimens ranging from pale grey to black in colour. The large
and impressive hawk-moths began to appear with the Poplar Hawk-moth on 3 days and the Lime Hawk-
moth on one. Other attractive moths were the White Ermine on 2 days, and single-day appearances of the
Coxcomb Prominent, the Sallow Kitten, and the Puss Moth whose poplar-feeding larva can present a
frightening ‘face’, and streamers on its tail, when confronted by a hungry bird. 

Only a few of the 100 species appearing in June can be mentioned. Most common was the Heart and Dart,
on 28 days, followed by the Treble Lines on 23, the Peppered Moth and White Ermine on 22, the Flame
Shoulder on 19, the Common Swift and Angle Shades on 16. and the Shuttle-shaped Dart on 15. Among
the less commonly occurring moths were the Turnip Moth on 10 days, the Buff Tip which looks like a
thick piece of broken twig on 8, the Oak Hook-tip on 2, and the Lobster Moth, whose strange larva has
legs like an adult insect, on one. The Poplar and Lime Hawk-moths occurred again on 9 and 3 days. and
were joined by the Eyed Hawk-moth (3 days) which can flash the eye-spots on its hind wings to frighten
off predatory birds, the Elephant Hawk-moth (2 days) which gets its name from the shape of the proboscis
of its chrysalis which is not stuck down on the body as in most butterflies and moths, and the Small
Elephant and Pine Hawk-moths on one day.

JULY TO SEPTEMBER. The monthly number of species reached a peak of 137 in July. With the more
common species there could be up to 50 or more specimens in the trap on a single day. Sharing first place
were the Heart and Dart again, the Dark Arches and the Large Yellow Underwing, which occurred on all
31 days of the month. Next in frequency were the Riband Wave on 28 days, the Peppered Moth and the
Flame on 25, the Mottled Rustic on 24 and the Dot Moth on 23. Of the less numerous moths were the
white and black Leopard Moth on 9 days, with a larva feeding for two or three years burrowing in the
stems and branches of trees and shrubs, the colourful Garden Tiger on 6, with a hairy larva known as the
woolly bear, and the Drinker on 3, a moth getting its name from its habit of drinking from drops of dew.
Of the hawk-moths the Poplar and the Elephant Hawk-moths appeared on 12 days and Eyed, Small
Elephant and Pine Hawk-Moths on single days. 

Michael Dumbleton
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(Continued from Page 3) 

The number of species dropped to 83 in August. The Common Rustic occurred on all 31 days. The Large
Yellow Underwing did so again, for the second month, and was joined by its relatives the Broad-bordered
Yellow Underwing on 15 days, the Lesser Broad-bordered Yellow Underwing on 25, the Lesser Yellow
Underwing on 26, and the Least Yellow Underwing on 5. The handsome Copper Underwing (10 days) is
unrelated. Two hawk-moths occurred again, the Poplar on 4 days and the Pine on one. 

The occurrence in the garden of the Balsam Carpet on 25 August of the previous year, 1984, was notable
as the first record of this moth in Berkshire; it was not known in Britain until 1955.

In September numbers were down to 54. The Large Yellow Underwing again occurred on all 30 days of
the month, followed by the Setaceous Hebrew Character in its second brood on 22, the Lesser Yellow
Underwing on 21, and the Square Spot Rustic on 18. The Grey Pine Carpet also occurred in its second
brood, on 11 days.

OCTOBER TO DECEMBER. For October 1985 the number of species had dropped to 37. Most common
were the second brood of the Angle Shades appearing on 19 days, the prolific Large Yellow Underwing on
14, the Beaded Chestnut on 12, the second brood of the Silver Y on 11, and the Lunar Underwing, which
is unrelated to others of similar name, on 8. 

The Scarce Bordered Straw appeared on 10 October, notable as only the second Berkshire record for this
moth. 

Ten moths occurred in November, the Silver Y and the Yellow Line Quaker on 2 days, and one-day
appearances of the September, November Moth and Winter Moths and the Grey Pine Carpet, Red Line
Quaker, Yellow Line Quaker, Green Brindled Crescent and Feathered Thorn. Seventeen species had been
seen in the previous November.

Appearances were restricted by very low temperatures during December. The six moths recorded were the
December Moth and the Scarce Umber on 2 days and the Satellite, Winter Moth, Silver Y and Yellow-line
Quaker on single days. 

Table 1(b) shows the 29 species most common in the whole year, and the number of days on which each
was seen.

REVIEW OF THE DECADE 1976-1985 

I have not so far mentioned any of the micro moths seen during the decade (see Tables 5 & 6). Among
them are those notable for the habits of their larvae: the Brown House-moth’s originally fed on the debris
in birds’ nests, the Green Oak Tortrix’s are also green and can be seen twisting on the end of threads of
silk suspended from the branch of an oak tree, the Codling Moth’s are the scourge of the apple-grower, the
Water Veneer’s live under water, the Bee Moth’s live in the nests of bumble bees and wasps, and the
Cacao Moth’s are sometimes found in boxes of chocolates.

Larvae of larger moths with interesting habits included the Large Wainscot’s which feed in the roots and
stem-bases of the reed, and the Waved Black’s which feed on fungi growing on dead wood. 

Summarizing numbers again by adding to the 248 species of the larger moths seen in the garden in 1985
the 51 more seen earlier, and the 44 micro moths, the total for the decade 1976-1985 came to 343.

Moths of Bracknell 1976-1985
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Miltochrista miniata
Rosy Footman

Michael Dumbleton
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Xanthorhoe biriviata
Balsam Carpet

Selenia lunularia
Lunar Thorn

Ptilodontella cucullina
Maple Prominent

Comibaena bajularia
Blotched Emerald

Heliothis armigera
Scarce Bordered Straw

Plagodis dolabraria
Scorched Wing

Smerinthus ocellata
Eyed Hawk-moth

Plate I – Some Moths from the Dumbleton Bequest


