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Meetings<a.ridEx'cur'sions 1978-79 

The Annua.1Ge~e'ral 'Meetirig~0I112th' Octo:ber 1978 (attendance 47) 
was followed byf.iiss:$~ ' Y..' TowrJ:end' ,sPresidential 'Addressenti tIed 
'Let me give you an Illustratio~'. Uihe~ lectures during the winter 
were 'Mires of the World, a th~eatened habitat', by Mr. A. J. P. 
Gore (41); 'A Bio!J.leo.h:~.hic.al Approach to Ecology',: by Dr. J. Vincent 
(37); 'The Gr'ey $q1;2.irrel- ,SociEtlAmen.:j.,ty ,or Forest ,Pest', by Mr. 
Alex. Tait (56); 'The Weather is Predictable, btit .• • • t, by Mr. R. 
M. Blackall (22); 'Productivity of the Sea', by Dr. I.':~Butler (34); 
and 'Tropica,'l. 'Flowers and their Pollination', by Mr. A. Lack (47). 
Miss COl Ol\rE'tr; . , qeputi~;ing with-out ,I1ot:i,ce:', for a snow~bound lecturer, 
-ae'$cribed and ' .snowed s;Lidesof, trees , she had seen ori , holiday abroad 
(25) .Nr. GQ~donLangsbu~y showed ',andcomniented on ' his film 'The 
Way of the Wad$r' ,on 1st March (4i) i ,and Members' Evenings of Films, 
Talks and Exhibits, at whicn : coifee.and biscuits wereflerved,were 
held on 7th December (54) and 15th March (48). ' ' ,' , 

' Therewe;re ; w;l:rl.t.erwalksof g~neral irit~rest'iri the Mapledurham 
area on 11 th~ ?i'()yember'and a~ Check~ndon , ori 9:th DeceI!lbeI't a Thames
side walk from Reading to Sonning pitsfc:ir birds ' on 6th January (3) 
and a "visit, to ,Pangbourne , for lichens on 3rd, lotIarch , (12). , On 3rd 
Febl'uary, a p~rty of 8 : ' wen~ , to Pagham to ' wa tcil , birds. ' 

The ' summer. f;ield .' excur~~0l1s • were , to '" the~o;r'timer" and S:tlchester 
are~ : tostudy mp§s§s i on . 14th , Apr;il . (.bo~:t 30); A~ton ' Upthorpe 
(.BB,0NT: Reserv~ )w:i,.~h Fewbu.:ry ~ Field Club~ , on , 28th 'April : (28); Worth 

. Matra.vers and .<Dur)..ston, HeGld, $w~nag,e_ , by , coach ~ . for early spider 
orchids, ;, on .51;hijay (4,4); ' ,MoorC'oFs'e (I?130NT, Reserve) on the evening 
of 8-th :May, (15); ' the: _~amb9itrn V~l:ley fqr q.Sh and ri v~rsideflora, 
on 20th May (14); Theale Grave-l 'pits and Kennet 'Canal, ) for water";' 
siae flora', birds anc,i , bats, , on theevenipg of. 23:rd Nay .. (11); 
Leygrove' sWood a ,pdEast. Wood~ ; oIi', 2nd' June (15) j . ,' Lough Down ' and 
Laraon ChaseJor c;:l'\alk flora, on the evening of 12th JUI1e (10 ); ' 
Seven Barrows, on 17th Jupe (1.5 ).; , ,Well' Binh Fartn 'on the Berksh'ire · 
Downs, for moths, on the evening of 22nd June (19); ' Bramshill ' 
Foreat ~ to : leak; f,or wOQdcpck and, night.j~ns, on the eV,en~~g of 27th 
June; Fril:sham and Crookham areas ,wi:th a: bar be que, ;on 30th June 

·.(19) ; Witte,nhaul Clumps ,0I; 14th Juiy(18); , the canalsidebetween 
Kintbury andBEm.ham,. for w~tersideflor.a, bird's and 'insects, on 21st 
July (3h--;); Kipg's Mead an.d. New: Tow'n, 'for u~ban plants, on the " 
even1.ng ,oIStil, August (15);' ' Ashford Hi.ll '~ ' for woodland and bog~ on 
11th August (14); Turville Hill, for, cornfield and chalk flora., 6ri 
25th August (3), and Hook Common, for marsh gentians:, on 8th 
September,. ,(1:8) • Fungus, forays were held in Nettlebed Woods on 22nd 

::rSe'ptember(25} and in WasingWood , on6thOct'ober (24). 

" ... ' 
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Abstract .of Presidential Address delivered 
t 'o· the Reading&Di~tX'ict Natural _History .Society 

i onl2th October 1978 '. 

by Shirley · Y • Townend, .B.Sc~'-

School Liaison Officer, Reading 'Museum & Art Gallery , . 

As with her firstpr~5idential address,wha.tfoilows isa ' 
pf-edia of the s~dohd address by . Miss TowIiend *hochose "to talk 
about another aspect of her 'work;thi~ti1D.e one that came quite out
side her job at the ~eadingMuffE3umand ArtGal.1ery~ 'he gave a 
survey, really a series of anecdotes with SOmG pictures, of her 
involvement with biological illust~ation~ . 

By way of introdu9tion, she contrasted the modern method of 
using coloured photographs; showing Bramble, Radidlaria and Aurelia 
as examples., with Durer's ~ paintingof 'Grasses' in 1,503.: . ---

. . 

Miss Townend said that while at schooleihehad ,amu.sedherself 
by making copies of other people's illustrations, such as a monkey 
in water colour and pencil drawings of flowers from the only flora 
her family possessed at thetime'Famiiiar"Wild Flowers' by F. 
Edward Hulme, -which had attractive,useful,coloured plates. Her 
father was good at printiJ:lg, dra.wingplans and doodling, so he gave 
much encourage~erit. She ,then progressed to theus~ of the Bentha~& 
Hooker flora, though she did not, in fact, ever make copies of the 
Fitch & Smith or Butcher & Strudwick black and ~hite : illustrations . 

, In . the library at UniverSity, she came across some fa19cinat:i~g 

books with coloured plates illustrating- f 'ernswhich could, practic":,, 
ally, be picked off the page. ,The process used iscalle.d' nature 
printing' and examples aX'e ' both' rare' and valuable. ' .' 

A longi t'Udinal sectiorlo;fObeliawa's representative of the 
hundreds of drawings any .stUde'nt of Bi910gy had to produce as 

. evidence of course work • . By thi's time' she had begun to notice other 
drawings such 'as ~n early woodcut of the LoddonLily and Edward 
Lear's · flowers like Manypeopliaupsidedowp,ia andN'astycrea:tia 
-,~rawluppia. . More . speciaJ,.ised . textb,ook!;l came her way, not: least ·· the 
'Handbook of British ,Seaweeds' 1:;Iy Lily Newton. 

Imagine her astonishment, not to men,tion trepidation ; when she 
was directed by the MirlistrY of Labour, to work for Professor Newton 
as a technician at the University of Wales, Aberystwyth. It was 
wartime. There was much 'make-do and mend and create' which 
included the production, by Niss Townend, of many wall charts for 
use by stUdents. There were always odd jobs to be done to help 
staff with their research like counting Linseed for planting, 
collecting seaweed, or collecting rabbit droppings to make nice, 
tasty agar for fungus cultures. One lecturer asked for the drawing 

. of a plate for a casual paper on 'An interesting Variegated Oak in 
Powis Castle Park'. 
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Anoth.e,r chance'happeriihg occurred the eiame' year. Pro f.es s-or 
Fritsch wanted a: coi.our plate to accompany his article int.he fort,h-' 
coming edition of Chambers's 'Encyclopoedia. Hei waa, persuaded by 
Professor Newton tolet Hiss Townend 'have a go' and a trial run was 
agreed. , With ' som'e ~pi"act):ca1. advi'ce Ii-ndencoura'gement from one of 
the lecturers in , the' Art Depai-tment, a pencil sketch, f ,.).)Qwed, bya 
pai:Ilting of Ulva '1.actuca, the 'Sea Lettuc'e t was produced. It was 

"acceptable. Six Ihore 'seaweedpa1ntings ' fo1:1'owed;on separate 
piec,e.s qf paper which were made into ;a pre-planned collag~ ~ 

"'About this time, Miss Townend discove-red Robert Gibbings' , 
attractive woodcuts. Later she found '<that Reading Huseum ' owned a 
number , ~f his originals. 

S~me exerciaesin p~n and ink drawing,througha correspondence 
cours~, follotoTed, but ~ack of application caused Hiss Townend to ' 
gi ve ~ ~p tt'y:ing. ' 

In helping with work ,on the monograph Professor Newton was 
preparing with Dr. Orr and Dr. Marshall 'A Study of certain British 
Seaweeds and their Utilisation in the preparation of Agar', Hiss 
Townend executed a number of the distribution maps and the cover 
drawings showing range of plant form. In Britain, agar was produced 
from Gigartina and Chondrus. The work was sponsored by the ~eg
etable Drugs Committee of the Ministries of Health and Supply. 

Following 'a move to Dale Fbrt F-i€ld~ , Centre "cattle some drawings 
of seaweeds for a guide to the "l6Ca.l Al,gaE!' " , ' 

Peter Ustinov says 'The came~a ne~~rlies but a photographio 
memory fades'. Hiss Townend could not remember the details of her 
next ' enterprise a~s'ome , i;tems were not used, but 'Seaweed Utilis
ation' by Li'lyNewton finally ,contained se:veral page's of her drawings 
:and a few other minor ones e , Another opport].lni ty occu'rred when -the 
Forestry Commission asked f 'or some illust'r<;!.tions of 'Welsh flowers. 
Hore drawings were. done than the 'two of Welsh Poppies and Double 
Snowdrops that appeared in their 'Cambrian ' For,estGuide" and one ' of 
those was mis-named 'Daffodils'! - , 

, 'We now came , to her opus magnum which star.tedw~t~ a request to 
paint ' se~weeds, some ill ,colour and some i;nblack ,andwhite, for the 
Collina'PocketGuide , tothe Sea Shore'_ byJ.bhn Barrett andC. H; ' 
Yonge. While work:i,.ng on these she ' gradu~lly becameaole to give up 
doing preliminary pencilsketcbes. , As shewaa ' rlowworking in , 
Reading and rather remote ' from the , sea, ' kindfr:j.ends sent specimens. 
Sh~ painted' a total of seven , colour~d and fifteehbl~ck and white 
plates but waa, not even then ' ,off the book t because another artist 
involved had left for Austraiia wi th Bome colour' plates for the 
worms and slugs undone.~iss 10wnen~~ ther~fore, took on another 
ten plates"mol;it of which ,were copied from other illustrations. 
However, ' a ' live , Sea Har,s' did ' travel by British Rail to- be the art-

, iet ' -a modeL ' She also did a number ' of text-figur~ ' drawings . ' The , 
book , took about four years t ,o complete. During :that time Miss 
Townendacquired a mOt3t useful g,adget ' - a reducing lens which was, 
great for ber. moral~ as , it disguised the flaws in the paintings' and 
drawings beautifully and gave an ind;ication of how they woula appear 
in print. '" 
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There . are several plans by Miss Townend .. ill ~eorge Boon's book 
'Roman Silchester', and ,she did some drawings ,tor a textboQk qn 
Invertebrates by Professor A. Graham and Dr. , V~ , Fretter. 

Asa little l .igh.t· ~.elief ,E:$he1?,ook. ~n. the ' job of d~ing soIlle 
. sketches to illustrate t 'heJ)ook of poems. by LilianWatts, 'Exile 

from Eden', which was tobs publishedlorNati6nalNature . Week, . . 
1966. For this, she retu,rned to ,herold 'flo-wer 'booka for Restharro\4, 
Heartease artdFeverfew • Also, for the ' firs'tand onli:time, . she .. 
tried a bird or two and did a few freehand sketches. Some 6f these 
were used a second t .ime . for . the ' 'Guide to Wildlife around N.ewbury' 
together with drawings by Robart ,Gillmor. 

The finDI illustrations shown brought the talk full circle as 
they werea.gain cblour photographs - ' including one of ,seaweed! .' 

The original ' paintings for the Collins , 'Pocket Guide t~ the ' 
Sea Shore' and most of the books referred to, were displayed for 
members to ·browse over at the end of the meeting. 

The BBONT habitat survey. A first a .tep , in produ.cin~ 
effective conservation plan 

. G.· C • . Bellamy 

.. The Berkshire, Buckinghamsh,ire and Oxfordshire Naturalists' 
Trust (BBONT) was formed in 1959 and amongst its aims it seeks to . 
own and manage nature reserves for the conservation 0-£ wildlife 0 At 
presentBBONT manages fifty' reserves, the area of land that this 
:Lnvolves being only 0.11% of the 1.5 million acres of Berks., Bucks. 
and Oxon. (Horwood 1979). , . 

The Government body .concerned with wildlife conservation, the 
Na ture ' Conservancy ' Council . (Nee) , . works ' closely with Naturalists' 
Trusts providing advisory and .. financial help. The Nee · aims to 
maintain the national diversity 'of habitats and species by ' safe,:" 
guarding the most importan:tar~as of land as National Nature 

,Reserves. ,·Other areas of wildlife importance are designated as 
Sites of Special Scie-ntific Interest (SSS!). These have little 
statutory protectlpn .fromland;;;use change and agricultural impTove
ment. . Vol-yntary bodies such as' Naturalists' Trusts are aiming to 
purchase · SSSI's to ens~r.e their' protection. 

~ . ". 

An up-to-dat~knowledge .of thE:) ' remainingbiologi'cal resources 
of the three counties . is considered essentia.l for 'the Nee to fu.lfil 
its statl,1tary responsibilities, in the accurate and objective select
ion of SSSI's and its advisory role. BBONT also tieedss knowledge 
of the location and extent 01 habitats; communities andspec.ies in 
order to become. more .objec.tive in. the selection of nature reserves • 
Surprisingly this basic habitat intal-mation was la,rgely lacking or 
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at best out of date. Much information of value on the. location·'cf . 
• . - - " - •• -<: 

ies and habitatli is contained in the Floras of the three 
t'ie~ ; jdurncds ·suchas the Reading ;Naturalis-t, .and th-e nqtes of 

__ ~ 'n1itarali'-sts. Inde'e:di,tcolild --have· been 'argued ;thaj; all sites 
h~&t'est"i:nan intensively ' c'ul~ivated ~area · c l:i,ke . p4Xs . with a dense ,._m j>optHation ; would be knownby<someoneand all that wasI'equire-d 
-to 'bring ' thisinformatidn together. :While thiswas-still a ve~y 
f11l ;'m6thod of ' gathering information,. unknownhigh':'grades~t?so:f 

latereat'twer-e :stillt6be' fouridby "carr1ingoutfield wqrk jas .shown 
_ Bee surveys of themeadows ~borderingtheRiver '~ Ray , and "the Upper 
ftames in 1978 • 

. " ' ;Given ' that new ' site~s ' of wildlife i:mportance'werestill ; to · be 
dl8co--tEii:'ed, how urgent was it. to find · them? OUI'a,rea ,, :i;s beingsub~ 
~ted to increasing 'pressure from ,housing and ,agricu,ltuI.'al land 

e Qhanges. ' , Outofthe 1561888I's in the three countiBs ; oply 40 
we ~ '·nbt '· threaten~d 'in .' some :way during the <lastthreeyea,rs ' 
8cfiofield ' 19'79). " The :':identificationand , conservation of . areas of , 
jrime ~w1:]jdli:fe ' impoI'tance lIIas " therefore seen as urgent! . .. 

• L • . 
.: :. .~ . : 

oj' ~With this background ;of ' rapid ,loss of wildlife habita~a!1d the 
'c~ ef 'a: comprehe.rllid.ve ; knowledge of 'biological . resources rBBONT 

1dth:' liel!) from th() ' NCC decided ' tocarrY ':,Dut .,' a ;,~urvey, of ' ~emi:
natural vegetation remaining in the three counties. With a grant 
~rom the Manpower Services Corr~i5sion, BBONT ran a twelve-month 
~~i1d : Burvey froril ;'Oct6ber ,',1978.The . surve.yemployed , upto a maximum 
of- tWelve graduates in biology andwaBcarried , ou1; . iIl ; twoBtag~s. 

: . r' 

stage" 1 .... ' Winter, extensive 'surv~,~. ,A"tthis . stag~.t. '0.1:1: filI'~asw.i th 
natare--conservatiori potential wereddentified by ;~~ ; ~ield by field < 
survey arid the area under co.nsideration wasred~oeli · by1;he : writing , 
off of large areas of agriculturally :Unprovedl~n(:i;oflittle, ; . .' 
interest. The survey was carriee. c Ilt using copies of 2Jf inch/mile 
()rdftaricEi 8urvey ; maps which show L.eld " boundariesapd other fine 
de:ta.il ' allowing the precise location of . int~resti,ng " sites to ' 1;)€ 
recorlIed. , As much of each map a:s POf;lsible ,was sur'feyed using C,ars 
and ~aerial photographs 'from .wnich " ara'bl,ela~d . could be identified 
andeliminatedfrQm furthe-rsurV'ey. ' The . r~llla,ining . areas were sur- . 
=v~ye-d on ·' foot. 

Owing tothe, difficulty :of ' siteal,:ises,sment us:Lllg vegetat:ion :J:.n 
winter, this part of the survey re~ognised sites of potentialwild
life interest at a superficial .. 'level recording ~hat .acertain 
habitat , type was present. '. :This W[.iS necessary . because aI'though . 
Habitats such as woodland,scrub .and wetlands, are .recogn::isable as : 
such thr0ughou t the year " thegrB.sslands although obviQUS in the ' ' 
summer are difficult to distingui.sh fromimpr,oved gras~iand in the . 
winter. The grasslands were therefore tentatively identified in 
winter on the ;ric'hness Lof broad-leaved herb species. ,and gras~es 
present~ improved past~res b.ing : speqie~ poor. 

Stage. ~. · 'Summer, . intensiv,esullVe;t. ·At .this stage, : t;~e habitats 
identifiEld at stage·l were .;revisi ted ,> and a more de. tail~ dsuryey was 
made to ',deter'mine thelev;el ofint~I'es.t . pre€ient. ' 8pecicslists qf , 
plants ' were collected for .. eaQh ;'si te ·,visitedand ' recommenda tiori.s '1JJade 
as .. to which si teswerewotthyot' ; fU'rther, in~d~,pth ~uI'vey pefore ,: ' . 
consideration for SSSI status or as natur~ reserves or other 
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prote'cted ' areas. ..I ": . 

The ' winter ' survey .was c;ompleted for the , w.hole 'of the thr~e . . 
,c'ounties, providj,.ngcomprehensive in'formationon all major.,habitat . 
types. In excess of ;four tho\lsand potential ,sites of inte,restwere 

. identified. The summer survey, being more detailed, was~' s·lower, and 
35% of the winter surveysiteswerel,ooked at again~Theareasel
ected ' for the Bummer ·survey included the main river valleys as these 
iricludedmost of the neutral grassland, a. habitat t'hat is fast 
disappearing uhde r modern agricul tural practic e e ,. 

The methods used on a survey sUc.h as this are ' something of a 
oompromise. · The ideal survey would record plant abundances from 
severalquadratswithin asite,aIidrepe:at visits·w.ould be made at · 
different times of. the year to give a comprehensive coverage of the 
plant spe'cies present. With an attempt tocov'er so large an area in 
one season, time ' was very limiting. AC'cess to sites was also ·often 
difficult. The suimner visit recorded as much information as. posa,ible 
in the time available, only an hour or so being spent .;,inthe larger 
or more interesting sites. Nevertheless this was ' the , ~ only existing 
i~format!oritor many site~ and ~rovedto be of sufficient value to 
enable sites to be ranked for interest so idet:ltifying the best sites 
and enablingreCbmlhendations forpri.orities for further work to be 
made. 

Was the survey successful, and what of the '. future? Achieving 
the initial -aim of identifying the remaining habitat types through
out the entire three counties is a major event affecting the future 
of our 10calwildlif'e.BBONT, the NeC and each county Biological 
Records C'entre willholdasetof2}2-inch maps showing the results 
of·the habitat survey and a report .giving recommendations on site 
rankingand ·the need for further work. 

The information collected is still being worked on, but already 
several ' sites of potential SSSI status ,have beeridiscovered by 1;he 
surv~y. The mass of basic information collected bythe.:winter 
survey is sufficient for broad nature-conservation evaluations to be 
made for the entire area, and will be consulted by planning author
ities and the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and· Food in awaI.'ding 
Planning permission and grants for the changes in land use that at 
pte~ent can cau~e th~loss of important wildlife habitat. 

If used correctly, this information can help to safeguard the 
remaining areas rich in wildlife· in the three counties', both by' 
aVbi'dingsite destrlictionand by producing a conservation plan that 
will maintain the interest of the important sites throu'ghthe 
implementation ofmariagementplans. 

Mlichwork remains · to ' be done~ , The remaining winter survey 
sites need to be looked at during the summer ,and for" this we aI.'e 
relying on local . naturalists. There will still be sites to be dis
covered. No survey can hope .. ' to lqca.teev.ery . siJ~. Much help has 
already been given, partic1.flarlybyReading naturalists,moreis' . 
needed. If yOu feel you ' would li}(:e ' to help ' continue this important 
work in' some way , . contact the Conservation Officer ,BBONT, 122 · 
Church Way, . Iffley, . Oxford, . who will be pleased to hear from you. 



- 7 -

. :In ,.presen tt±mes 'it . really ,is up. ,t;o theama,~eur_ naturalist ,1;9 
safe'guardhis ,interes,t ; and , thewildlif~ in our area. ' Financial 
constraints sEfV'e'rely ,' limit theeffec.tj,.ve~~ss of pfficial bo~es lilte 
thii-' NCC (SchofieJ:d 1979)'1' : and~ w:ithrapid: qhange:s inland , use the. 
need to continue safeguarding ourwildlj.fe " is urgent ~ 

References: ' 

ROi-wood, M.T~' 1'979 
Sc:liofield, P. " :1..979 

" , 

. ', ' 

. ~ .. ' 

.- , '. 

, . ~ ~ . 
. ~ ,-: . 

BBONTau~letinMay: 1979 
lWildlife ~onservation ~t the 

, cros~roads ,1 - Address given at 
BBONTA.G~M.October 1979 and 

, " ap:peari,ng, in November BBONT 
BUlletin. 

!! Sur~e:Y'ofB:Lrd~~cies , relatedtQ Habitat 
., ': 'during ' t.ne l\'Ionth~ :, of JanuarL,t.p J1a;y 1.212 ' 

.~ .) . ... :. : :- ~ 

Paula R. Cox ' 

"'" ,_.~uring , the ' ea:r~y ' par:t , of .1979, ,a groul? , of' W.E .A. students, led 
by 1-1r.'. N:igel PliJ,.ilips, de9'id~d td look into the , fluctuation of bird 
spe6i~s ,in the~e~di~g ar~~ ~ ~a6hweek, in~ividualme~b~rs brotight 
in their :checlt lists .of, s:Pe6i~s, a$signed ' tb : one of four ascribed 
habitats. ,: 'l;lie , records WerEl _ , c'orrel~ted;andmonthly figur~s were 
establ:1.shed and charted to give an overall impression of the months 
Janua~y. t 0 Mayo). ; , ' ; , ' ~ " ' 

"~ Readirig , i6sit~atedwi:thin,easy reachof ' a ' ~id~tange of 
ha~i tats '. ',For , convenien.ce" these were grouped uil:der four 'headings:
Farmia~d/Scrub; _ A.quat:i..q; ' Woodland, Land Garden/Suolli'oan.Thereis 
also a small. area 6f a9id heatliland, : characterised oyheatherand 
gorse with a clima~ vegetati()rt, reaching a height of about one metre, 
tn>ical exalnples being BUl'ghfield Common I3.nd Bralnshlll. ' These sites 
were included with the scrub and fal'niland ror ' the survey. 

" , Al'eas with vegetat:i.oh -reaChing ' bne t~) ~hree ' inetreswere ' con
I?idered ' as ' scrj,l'b • .'. :Sottle of these ' occur naturally as neglected sites 
on the edges of tow'fis arid villages. Others arise as a ~ result ' of 
management programmes that allow cutting, usually on a two, four or 
six year cycle. , Exampl~I? , are Aston ~owant, Ridgeway, Ewelme Downs 

• and' , parts or" t4~ Warpurg' Reserve. These ' areas are particularly rich 
in pird- l~~e as , t'he canopy :l-s spai-s~ ' 'enough to allow good- light pen
etr~tion and a ,h!'lalthyvaried herb layer deve!Lops. The long grass 
and rich fl,ora p'I;6vide ne!3tihg ' cover 'for many of the ' wa1'blers. ' 

, ~h-rubs, Buch as hazel,'fiei~ maple ~ l'Ia.~,fa:r:tngtree, hawthorn and 
blackthorn~ · are also , pres~nt at tnt's 'sta.ge before their- gro'w·th' i.s 
inh"i bited by lack of light ' ;d,hEm woodland trees reach a height of ' 
more than three : I!letre8~ , This ' scrub of ' one to three metres provides , 
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nes~ si tea f .or fihc-hes, pipit's "buntings , · Q.~ackbirds , .' l 'ong-tailed 
tits, r.obins, ' etc. Ori the heath, nightjarnestin,;arnall numbers 
with chats and wheatear. ,Wheatear. wasdiscbvere,d nes,ting near a 
nissen hut· at Brainshill duri:n'g· aneven±ng' s,s'arch" f'ol' nightjar • . On 
the same evening a woodlark was -heard. singing,. 

Open arable land offers nesting areas for lapwing, redshank and 
skylark and provides wintering grounds for large flocks of golden 
plover. The surrounding hedges offer similar facilities to the 
scrubland. Both thesehabitatsa-re sadly at risk a.s mode.rn farming 
methods require hedgerow removal, and neglected sUQurbe"n sites are ' 
developed for housing. Also it is a purely temporary stage, in most 
cases, as 'woodland climax takes ' over. In fact, without a concen
trated eff()rt of' management, this scrubland could vanish altogellher, 
and with it a large number 6four familiar, and some rare, country
side birds. 

The river and canal are two of Reading's most popular amenities 
and in summer wildlife has to compete with an increasing number of 
motor cruisers bringing disturbance and pollution. Riverside devel
opment for housing and industry makes the remaining unexploited areas ! 
like Moor Copse, especially valuable. Anglers and holiday-makers by 
their mere presenc~ preclude nesting by sedge and reed warblers, 
reed buntings, water rail and other r~verside ~pec{es.Tidying up 
and concreting of riverbanks makes it impossible for kl.ngfishers and 
sand martins to excavate burrows~' 

However, Readi~g has the 'bonus' of large areas of open water 
in the flooded ,grave). pits whi9h ,arebecollling increas:l,ngly important 
as a winter refu~efo~wildfowl ~nd ' asto~pin~~off ' point for mig
rants in spring and a1.ltiunn.G~eat crested grebe~ 1;lreed, and in ' 
their early stages the gr.avel beds llaveattra.<ited,littie ranged ' 
plovers. Burghfiel,d, Theale , DeEm's Farm andDorclle~ter pi tswere 
visited by members of the group as also were water meadows ,arid 
riverside at Fawley Court, Shiplake, Goring and Thatcham. 'Alth6ugh 
the pits are subject . to surface disturbance from yachting" water 
skiing Cl-nd power boats during the summer, in thecolder 'lIlonths they 
are often hau~te4 only by anglerl3 and , orili thOlog~sts ! ::In fact ,last 
winter· many were almost completely frozen over, only a 'very smAll 
area ,of water , being.leftavailapl'e for feeqing. Large numbers of ' 

:wildfowl were crowded in,and ,the harf;lh ' ,conditions meant that many 
of the shyer species ' could be easily observed. ' " 

The ,flood meadows hold snipe"c~rlew, wigeon and the ubiquitous 
Canli.lda gOQse. , This bird, il3 ,rapidly increasing in inunber, :'br'eeding 
undeterred bydegreeaof diat~rbancethat haV'e proVed'foo ' great for 
many oth,rspecies. ·· -

, The., woqdland ,can be ', ~6ugh~y divided into two types - deciduous 
and coniferous. A1thoughma'ture conifer :fore'stshavea very limited 
appe~l ,for most birds, youniplantatio~s , attractm8.~y species, par
ticul!).rly ., where open rides and glade's l 'et enough' light tl?-roug~ t6 " 
encourage,undergrowth. Goldcr,est, woodco'ck.; hobby, sparrowhawk and 
long-eared ,0\11 all nest, andre.dp911S atld cro~Bbili feed' 'on the " 6~eds 

, from tpe cones. BeechwoocLs are a feature of , the- Chilterns, and ' 
mixe-dwoodsof oak, ash, birch, ' cb,estnut, etc. ,a~e widespread, oak 
being particularly valuable on account of the rich ' insect fauna it 
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supports, ·: Thank~ to :~nl:i,g~te~eA~n~g~ment, . some .rotten' trees8.nd > 
branches remain to offer homes ' for hole nesters Eiuch as ' tawny owls,' 
tits, woodpeckers, nuthatches and tree creepers. By coppicing- in . 
mature .woodl~A4, mo~sites ~rf3creat,ed to enco:urage scrub nesters. 
Windsor: Forest,Bix ,Bpt.tom anq' Christmas Common- aretypieal areas 
visited where this, ha.s : ~een done 0 . , ' . 

The garde~/subtl.rban habitat ,was the most easily observed and 
provided some surpris,ing results • Gardens ' apd parks, even in town 
centres,_ offer shelter: andnestingsites,and we were delighted 'to ' 
find ;finchel3, tits and robins as well as the .expe'cted blackb.irds and 
collared doy,es in the Forbury Gardens. at the centre Of coin mer cia 1 . 
Reading • . The Pa.rk Lane, Sc'hool plCl,yingfield in Til,cihurs-thelp up to 
fifty roosting black-headed gulls until, tpe end cif, March when ,they " 
departed 'for . their breeding grounds • . ,Three sp,ecies 6fwoodpecker' . 
and .th:€L ,goldcrest areamon.g bir.ds pasting in Prosp'ect Pa'rk :a:nd ' 
unusual garden: vi si torsincl.ude d, reed . 'bunting ,~ hawfinch~' redwing and 
wintering .blackcap • . In,fact-,duririg the ,harder wintef. months more 
species were found here than in ' woodlan'd. It appears that some 
birds , ,driven partly by hapsh C ondi tions, are following the example 
of the '. fox'.and invadiD.g subu!'bia. ·· .. ' .. ', . ' .' 

Month 

Jan 

Feb 

March 

April 

May 

. . " 

Numbers of Species re'coI'dedin the different· 
Habitat Tj'p'es 1in "different Months _. 

'~ . 
.'. \ :~. 

Farmland/ Aquatic Woodland , Garden/ 
Scru'b Suburban 

40 38 24 37 

40 
. 

23 31 30 

24 20 25 23 

32 18 32 23 

46 25 32 27 

Total number of different 'species seen = 127 

-, 
" Total : 

' Species 

96 

90 

63 

65 

98 

It will.' be noticed that dUring the snowy and freezing months ' of 
January and February woodland wa~ less popular than the othe~ sites. 
The gravel pits offered a wealth of opportunity to the hardy bird
watcher. In th~ : shadow of the Power Station at Dean's Farm, we saw 
flocks of a hundred and fifty 'wigeon grazing alongside Canada geese, 
and snipero.se dS we passed the four species of gull roosting on the 
ice. Dorchester pit held goosander, goldeneye, red-breasted 
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merganser and ,later Slavonian and red-necked grebe. White-fronted 
geese. were at ' Thehle and short-eared oWls 'qixarte!,ed the StaihE!s 
reservpir· · :' " 

.' ~he f.CTJ,lb and ,ftirml~nd offered': :feedingf'or largefiocks of 
meadow pipi fs, . skylarks ," lapt>ling, 'goiden pl~ei, ye'llowhammers, 
linnets and rooks. The woodland was c'Ompa.:ratively qu5.et as some 
species moved, out to farmland and gardens, and the summer migran'ts 
were in ;warmer cl~me6. The nUI:lber ' ofspeciee on riv'er and pits 
reached, forty in F'ebrtiary, but March, ;saw a halving of' the number due 
to tne: ' :dep~rt;llreqf the wil'dfowL .... Only • t ,he bte-eding population 
remained, Cl.nd' numbers' were down in all areas as mariy summer visitors 
did ,not afriveuntilearly April. In May ~ the river ' banks echoed 
with the 'songs of sedge 'andre,ed warblers, but the wa.terrail. became 
skulking ;and, <tu,iet. The ecrublandswerefilled With warblers ' and 
swallows, a,lid s~ifts . Eind. ,llllrrtins . wheeled 13.1'0 :hd buildings in town 
and country'. , As 'the flocks uf ·colIlli1ori.: birds brokeu}:>, the' numbers in 
gardens gr8,dua:llY.f~ll e:sbirds mdved out · to I:>'urrounding';,w'oodland 
and scrub, which. ,'sb'owed' a . corresponciing increase in species. 

' . . . 

In the rnoiithssurveyed, woodlan4' never supported the\Tariety of 
species occurring near wa.ter and scrub •. Obviously some species were 
seen in more than one habitat, and the total numbers ' take account of 
this. The survey was of course limited by the number of observers. 
and their ~hoice of ,sites was purely ar,b:i':~ary. However, it did 
give a valuable insight into the best ~places to watch birds at 
differe~t times of the year, and revealed to some extent the types 
of ,habitat that were at risk and that it was worth attempting to 
conserve. 

Winter Walk, 6th January 1979 

In view of th€ prevailing weather conditions the intended tour 
of Burghfield Gravel Pits was abandoned and instead the leader and 
two 'others walked the Thames towpath froln King's Meadow to Sonning. 

Birds seen .included 

Pa,bchick 
Cormorant 
Mallard 
Teal 
Wigeon 
Tufted Duck 
Pochard 
Canada Goose 
Barnacle Goose 
Mute Swan 

, '. ,'". :.: 

(6) 
(2) 
(c. 200) 
(4) 
(not ' counted) 
(c. 60) 
(c. 15) 
(c. 40) 
(1) 
(1) 

Whooper Swan 
. Water Rail 

Moorhen 
Coot 
Gr'eater Black-back ' 
Lesser Black-ba~k 
Common Gull 
Black-headed Gull 
Collared Dove 
Kingfisher 

(8t 
(1) 
(c. 30) 
(c. 80) 
(c. 10) 
(c. 50) 
(c. 50) 
(not counted) 
(5) 
(1) 

. A flock of Blackbirdsw~ra. ; sElen feeding on fallep. apples t but 
no Redwings ' and only a single ;Field'fare ,. , · , 

, ., , 
, ~', H. H. Carter 
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C. M.. C. 01 ver 

There ure ' places in the middle of Read:ing from WhiChlou ' e:anIlot 
see a tree. But €ve:rywhere is 'near 'greenness. , From a~ desk you 
could findyour~ay t9 a pla~eso packed .withinteresting speci~ens 
that you6:ould. everyday eat your sanc1wiches in an arboretum. ~nd 
ono::e you have escaped thein:ime,diatedesert 'ofBrQad Street, and ' 
14.othe:rcare-tO-Marks-'&,,;,Spencer'sFriar Stre:et" you are in a t;reed 
townscape ~ ,:Clusterslind clumps humanise and .cn,J;'ich the town. 

. . 

There' sulways' something happening. . The Kennet alders .ca tkin. 
The silver maple (Acar saccharinum) behind the :z:~n'1(erna tional( cx-
Mac Markets) -flowers in March on the bare twigs • . The first spring 
snn triggers the lombardy poplars roundReadingBridge ' intoproduoing 
fed; cheniilEi:-ca terpillar catkins that li tter . the . pavetlen'tei. . One 
week the . e'ntire . town' is ·full of minute plane 'balls covered 'with a 
h8.ze of red pistiisagairiat snuff new .leaves; 'and then sudd'enly the 
Kennet Walk :horse-chestnutshave pushed of~ their; sticky scales, 
ui:J.pleated their leaves and exploded in Greek candles • . The sequence 
iri6ves throt;ghthe cherry-and erab·daburnum-may pha.ses to the Forbtiry 
l:ime~ and the creamsprigs .on the .Friar street sweet chestnut. ' In 
l~tesUm:.mer thecatalpl;C :flowers at St .• Mary 's. Before the last . 
catalpa helmets have nUlen, Sargent' s cherry is , starting to show 

. colour in the Huntley and Palmer~s garden. When all the autumn 

. c910ur is over, there are the Kennet alde~s againJ their , wint~r out
line of ' level 'branches fuz·zed over with ' 1'ruite, and with tight 
ca tkins m~le and female ·. " . , '. 

' One of the: main happenings in recent years . has been a muniQipal 
- planting policy that successfully tucks a tree into every ' poes:ibl.e 
patch. The planes by the Yield Hall Lane car,pur~ already'look 
pe~manent, a?d regularly plane-ball. The blue Atlas' cedars in the 
rpundabout ' will provide fore'ground for . that vistao~the Tb,ames 
valley glimpsed down the'le'ngth of Friar Stree:t. : ,The new Poplars . and 
willows . revealed besidethe'bI'ewerycomplement the alders. Silver 
mapl'ea flouri.sh • . I " walk past them as';[ carry Sai~~burys to the., ' 
Chatham' St,i-.~e~t ca.r · park; ahdthe big silver maple , behind the super-

. market in Yield Hall. Hmc' is the 'central Read:ing tz:ee most cpmmonly 
queried~ ' trpthos.est,eps' you are .in tbetree, and ram constant).y 
ob.~erving people relishing the .experience '. The , open space ne.arthe 
Chatham Street C'ar park~fu.I"'nished 'by tl1e Rotqry, Clubwi th e pet rocks, 
seats and young ·trees,ism.a.turinginto a pleasant place to walk 
through. Norway maples (~ ~~.tanoidesJ · undplancs, flourishing 
as neif:>hbours, demonstrate the similarity of their palmate leaves 
arid ,the' d'iffez.ij:~qeof their opP081 te and alternate . buds; while over 

.,against'them" a.robinia 'an'd an' ''ailanthusilluatrate cont,rastedforma 
b .. of':pipnatene~s. One is grey, the otheI' glossy green. Robin:ia,is 

~iZle:"twigged, brittle,with!elatively small le.ave's • . Ailanthus . 
cloth,esa minimal structti.reof-heavy bre..ncheawi th leaves so big 
that 'the rachises become woo:dy fo support them, ,and so pe;rsist, 
bleached sticks, round the tree's base into the winter • 

. - ~Ail~n:thuBaltiscdina is one of , the many :plants . for which we 
th.irik-FrenehJ-eauit "botanists ' in China. Aocordingto ,L,oudon., . . 
d ' Incarvillc sent seeds to the Royal Sooiety in 1751. He also sent, 
to Paris in 1747, the Japanese Pagoda tree (Sophora japonica). Both 
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joined the new wave of eastern north American introductions - tulip 
tree, false acacia, swamp cypress.;. and<the two occur regularly in 
the gardens of spas and eightetnth century . suburbs. Both have to be 
learnt. Ailanthus passes for ash and sophbra forrobinia. Two good 

, sophoras in the Reading area can be seen, one by Caversham Public 
. Library ' inliemdeanRoad, and the other in Mr. ,Waldie' s . arboretu.m in 
Upper Redlands Road,nowthegrounds of Wells Hali. The tree 1.s 
just by the .. steps . down ·fromthe' maincou;rtyard. . The, reoogp.ition 
point is the leaflet, ' whidh: is r:ounde\9.:Ln robiniaand pointed in 
sophora • . The flowersa're cream to ~robinia's white. The fledgeling 
ailanthus-viewer grasps ·fir'st tbeun.eym.m.etrical, leaflet with its 
gland on' . the down;.;side f ' then the a1 ternat·eness ·ofthe ·leaves (against 
ash's oppositeness), then the bark distinctively marked with pale 

. flickering striations,a:nd at last the .whole set of the leaves to 
the tree, stiffly " cantilevered from '1ar-ge . t;r.iahgular leaf base.s. 
Ailanthus in Reading's older areas is commonplace. Along the 

. Tilelnirsf Hoad ' (on the north side be,fore Brunswick Hill), in 
Christchur'ch Road nearthe' :Mil'k ' Marketing Board., and . ~nUpper .' 
Redlands Road in'fr6n:t of ··:the Uni-versityMusic.Qepartment,- · big 
'specimens ' flourish. The Christchurch Road :-tree is male ; and when it 
litters the pavement"dthgreen stam.inate flowers you can test the 
f)uggestiqn in Rehderts -Manual of cultivated trees and shrubs, that 
they 'exhale a disagreeable odour'. ' Certainly my own unsophisticated 
~~acti~n was the Bethlehem shepherds' ; 'whence is this pleasant 
smt;:ll?' . Loudon in his discussion of the treementionEi ~xamples at 
White Knights which were bearing fruit befQre any others known to . 
him in England. Of the t~oWhiteknights trees at the corner of 
Wilderness ' Road and Pepper Lane recently stripped of their ivy, and 
freed from their undergrowth, . one is dentonstrat:l,.vely female. Deep 
red samaras this year bedecked her. Superficially like. ash-keys, 
they differ in having the seed in the centre of a wing pointed at 
both · ends • . They look as if· youeould .tat · with them • . , ! have yet to 
dis,cover the sex of the Pet-rocks garden tre_e • . ! hope soon to see it 
happy ' enough to flower. 

Tree groupBcontributing more lavishly to the c'entral Reading 
arboretum " can be found in St. Mary' Ei ; and St. Lawrence's churchyards. 
Churchyards are always interesti.ngsi tes for ,the tree-wa tche];'. As 
permanent open spaces ·they retain their trees . undisturbed till 
death; and' ·as places of 'specia:l honour, they attract, the special 

. doncern of each generation's parish tree-man.Globe-trottinggentry, 
aJIlateur gardeners -and nurserymen, and above all the _e'ducat'ed natur
alist clergy, ensure a supply of keen, we1.17"'j,nformed tree-people to 
fill our churchyards with trees. . Thereth'ey plant , tulip .and judas 
trees~ Youngmetasequoias jostle old ginkgof3~' . Each generation 
leaves its arboreal memorial • . ' . 

Because cost of the mature trees we now enjoy arenineteebth 
century plantings ,our Reading churchyards provide good l,iving 
collections of Victorian funnyforIils •. . W,e'eping deciduous ·trees con
trast with sentinel evergr-:eens in representative groups of churchyard 
furnishings. The weeping elm inSt. Law*"ence's churchyard''is now 
reduce'dto a 'vigorous- sprouting of size 12 leaves coming up ,round 
the stump. . ' . . . 

The ' elm fuquestion was not the (formerly)fairlycomrnonly seen 
bower-forming Camperdowri elm. It was ,Ulmus glabra pendula, which 
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doesn't really weep, but forma arching flat fans , of growth. , Both 
are forms ofwych elm. Many members will remembe~ ,the ' tree cov~red 
for weeks each ' spring with the; big· pale green ,samaraschal'acteristic 
of the species. Anyone needing,to remind 'himself' oftheharsh sap,d-

, paper roughness of the wych-elm leaf , can step off the , path for the., 
pieasureo:ftouching the large leaves that are coming up ,from the 
stock' of the dying tree;, 

St. Mary's and St • . La\iir~ence 's churchyarc;ls have a wee,ping ash 
e~ch. The main stem oftheweeping' form writhes like a serpent. A 
good example is the tree in the 'garden 'on christchurchRoad ' Just by 
the green strip 'towards Cintra Park. Camperdown elm shows the , same 
kind 'of knotted twisting; and best of all if you like that kind of 
thing (and I do) are the main stems of the twp,: exWrlples' of Sophora 
japonica E.,endulaat the old Knap Hill Waterer's nurfl~ry,. now taken 
over by Slococks • (They-are 'encouraging visi tors ,to enjoy their 
historic trees, which include, as well as these two, . the biggest , . 
willow-leaved oak in the country, aC!,lthedral of weeping beech and a 
comp!eh'ellsivecollectionofswamp cypress varia,nts.) , 

Reading's IlIost specta~U:larweepingtree,. howe,ver, is the weeping 
beech at Cemetery Junction. I am often asked about it when I go to 
spea.kto Reading groups ,and ' it is 'clearlY14uch lQV'ed. ' ,an an eXl;ur
sioninto 'the cemetery to 'look at it ~tJlo',l'e .carefully, .. I discovered 
,within the sain'e viewfinder" 'in front ,of, "ti,he ,Greek temple, the oast 
iron memorials 'to ' Katesgrove Lane ir-bn fou.n;ders" elegantly . finialled 
and shaped rather like Tortoist'.: stoves witboutthe flanges~ , ,,Thei 
supplied the perfect urn analogue for the willow surrogate of the 
beech. ' 

St. Lawrence's churchyard by late summer is smutty. The limes 
are .covered with honey-dew and soot. The turkey oak droops. Even 
in A·ugUst,. however ~ there is . one Victorian garden selection plan'te.d 
,the~e that looks fresh and golden •. ' :1'his .is , the 'l'huja, orientaiia 
elegantissima pla.nted in front ' of a tall glossy holly, which 6(,lt(;! . it 
off , elegantissiinally.- Normalplants pof Thuja , or;i.entalisshow the ' 
tendency towi~d~ vertically 'held branch systems~ ~~eexagie~ation of 
which in the golden selection gives i tits chara9te:r-isti~ flame:
~haped branches. , ', There isa good ap'ecimen of the etype at the edge 
of the F6rbury Garden near the gate opposite the . Courts~ ' The pale 
blue cones have h66ked scales (for being extracted from h6rs~s' feet). 
A comparison of 'the type and the. selecti,on is illuminating. The ' same 

. c6~parison' can be made in Erleigh Road. , Two examples of the species 
s 'tick up over the f ,ence 'of ., Reading School" near the ' Craven Road 
junction, and just up ' the road by , St. L~e's the example of the 
golden selection provid-esa pyrotechnic display against a backdrop 
of purple beech. Fortunately , the ' iden.tifici3,tion , of trees dO,es hot 
prec'lude ' an appreciation of them in garden~squecolour plantings . 

The tree ' that provides colour contras,tjust by being itself, is 
catalpa. There is a golden form of .Catalpa ,bignon;i.oide,El, , and the 
tree in the front pla'riting of St. Andrews Hall, at the bottoIll .of 
Redlands Road, is the golden selec,tinn. (The brdl'lll-ieaved Ac'e~ 
platanoides schwedleri behind it enhances and complements the gold. 
Not all co16ur seleetidrtsofNorway maple are as aggressive in 

_ treescape as the purple ,f ,ornis.) But the plain gre,en o,f the type of 
·C'.: bignoriioides : is agr~enso distinctive as to. make- the. ,tree', ' . 
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instantlY' recognisa.ble. 'The tree in st. Mary'scllurchyard spreads 
as ' a flat toil ' betw~en thev~rticals of the churchtowe~and the 
gothic borsetrough. ·Thebig leaves"used to ' cause Toronto children 
tocail ' i t Elephant's · e~rs ;.The s .parse .twig structure . associated . 
with , exceptionally ' large ' leavessuPPOi'ts a -series of flat light
catching ' dishes·; ' View one of these leaf-systems from above, and the 
leaves can be seen to be arranged in sets of superimposed triangles. 
Three leaves originate from sets of buds, not opposite as, in maple 
or ash', ' butini tiatedin' closely-spaced ,· threes .. . The, character, runs 
thro.ugh · the genus. ,,2.. ' bifjllonioide/il' occurs - in the wild in a ' kidney-

' shaped ' blob centred- in' Ala.bama, ' Rehder gives the ~orld dist:.r-ibution 
of the ,genus as ' ;Iten spec~ie's' in Ohina, ,the (eas·tern) United 'States 
and the West Ind:tes". This points to an old and varied history. 
T·he astonishing hardiness of the plant seems likeLy to be required 
for its survival more frequently: in China than in Alabama. Reading's 
othern"otable catalpacomes from' the ,river valley strips . ,, ' 
runriing dowri the Mississippi and up the Ohio' river from ,their' con
fluence • . This is the catalpain front of the National Benzo"le 
garage in the Tilehur"st Road, and it is dan example"cf Q. speciosa, 
the Northern (or Western) catalpa. The rounded crown of rather 

. darker gre enleav~s; l ,a.rge'I', and wi thlongor points than those of 
the commoner 's-pe'cies ,actlvatethe tree-watchers' antennae. The 
identification i 's confirmed by ,fl·owers individually larger but pro
dUCE1d irifewer-flowered panicle's ,ten days or a fortnight ear;lier 
thEirt" those of £. bignonoiC:)~ The bark is rougher aswell,hit 

, peoplewhoid'entify by · that kind of character know the answer first 
arid a:re Just showing ' off b' . 

The catalpa in St. Mary's churchyard is a tree widely known and 
loved, but it is only the front tree of a notable collection. Well 
s~lGcted young trees are being added to the existing giants. The 
plane and the holm oak ' forliied with , the Di'spensary and st. Mary' s 
Rooms. a ' pieCe ' of towrlscapeas attracti'v~ as anywhere in ' Norwich or 
York. Young trees follOWing along include , a whitebeam, and a tulip 

' tree 'growing with a vigour and straightness that remind us that iri 
the eastern United Stat.es ' it is an important timber ' tree. ' st. 
Mary 1 salso possesses an old willow-leaved pear, planted long before 
Sackville':'West's "white ' garden at Sissinghurstmadethis a fashion
ablE; tree ~ And tucked in by the Gun Street peripheral wall, where 
it passes for a , Norway maple,there is ;an Acercappadocicum. Super-
fici&llj it~~ verj lik~ Nbrwaj maple~ but . the leaf~lobesare ' 
untobthed, and the flowerseom€ with the leaves instead of well 
before. Apparently, alth.ougn-itsname , implies that it ' comes ' from a 
postage-stampsiz'edproviil:~e in Asia Minor f<lmiliar to' u's from the 
map of the missionary j burneys, of St. Paul , it. rBI;lgesfrom the ' 

' Caucasus through the ' Hindu Kush and" over to China. ' Th'e tre e in high 
summ(;lr has a Lammas sho'ot :"a,shas , oak, but · of a , translucent ruby 
red. EXcellent autumn -colour', in warm yello.w:s ',and oranges, makes it 
a maple of exceptional landscape value. Another example, in the 
g'rounds of the Royal Berkshire Hospital ,faces the motorist turning 
out of the AcaC±a.BcElrp~rkJ.nto Redlands Road ; and it is a pleasur 
to .see that!. cap:g:tdocicunraureum, the golden se'l~ction"iisbeing 
eX1;'ensivelyplaht~d on the Whiteknights site . 

. . . . 

" Everytree lIalk,real' or imaginary, covers ,a diatancemade 
'shorter than intended: by the number of 'PQint'sther,e are to know .. a,nd 
notice ' '~bout" each t~ee\ ' This, imaginary tree walk would en'das 1igh'" 
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faded in St. Mary's chu~c~yard,looking acrQs$ to St. Giles' 
vicarage garden anq the great hybrid black' poplar that dwarfs the 
Red Cow as you apPl'!oadh.the ,townfrom;Whitl~y Pump. ' ~he conductor 
would add an outline of the treats in the Forbury Gardens - the 
Victorian hollies, the Davidia, · the oak from Verdun, the variegated 
Cornus ~, and the mulberry (or mulberries, if you can beat the 
blaokbirds). The potential watcher in the Forbu,ryGardens could 
obsE:lrve 'alsothe€xciting developments in, the , gro:unas of., Me'tal Box. 
Such ,rapidgroWergas ,;balsam poplar, are mixed with slowertreos 
streh, as copper beech and fllstigiate hornbeam. Theni~'tant gardening 
between them is attracj;ive, and the area promises 'tb . be a 'major " 
addition' to ' Reading's arboretum. 

, Iiit is thecentrCl,LReading trees t ,hat we share , As a communi~y, 
the ·trees ' we observe., $1ly, , I;lnd. incorporate in our r 'egularnatura,l
history experience, ar'e those we each see on ourowri p,er~'c>nal , 
ant-tracks. The entire Victorian penumbra of 'Reading and Caversham 
is rich wi:thmature tl'e,es, : and we have a weal.~h of parks and open 

.spaces~ ench of whi-cp: could occupy an excursion. We are fortunate 
that so many of thetre,es of Victorian, garcienS lla~l.e sUI,'vived 
reaetrelopment,along t-lL€ Batll Road or Tilehurs:t~qad; ' and some of ' 
OU:r-hollsing 'e:sta:tes)' giv€ , lUe the- impr~!lsion fhnt ,. the , p,arlCs , departme,n't 
in the 1930s approached an exceptionally good nUrserymariand made ", 
bulk purchases of slow selling ", r.:;:rities. It cannot be chance that 
settwO"specimena ofcr;llta,egus orientalis( grey ,hairy t. deeply 
di'tided1eaves, and large.: cpralhaws) in Whitley'Woqd Road; and the 
preSence of' examples 'Qf ~sev.eral ,Japanese -' cherrieS\. of vai-~eties other 
thalfKanzanalong ,the :M~adway irJ.(ticates a creativei'nfdrlIied' planter 
direct~ng the:chbi;ce , oftre~s,~The pleasures far ," outweighthe_' sad:
nesse'sof' l.oss 'and destruction., The bestLowt'sfir .i,n Readj,ng t ' on_ 
Ke ritw'O od Hil:lt _ pas gone • But there are young specim~nB, : growing up 
in ' agai~den o'li the A4 just past theSonning ~ou~9-ab6ut,-~ - :As ,long as 
more ;people 'every year start to enjoy ' trees,ther~ Will always be 
more plantings -'- tb enjoy. , Trees, continue to grow 9n people. ' , 

" The ri f3hlockPrize 

The ' F~shlock Prizefor ' 1.979 has beenaW(:'l.rded jointly to Brian 
Conn.elL and Rich~rsl GOmD1 for 'their collection of bones. 
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. ", ~.~ . M901' Co:pse through : the' ,y'e~r ': 

LSurvey compiled f~om a W~rden "is N~te;book . 
. ~ ,.: ~ . 

. Moor Cops~ BBONT Reserve lies in the abandoned valley of the ' 
River. Kennet • . It' '6bmprises three blocks ' oI'old Woodland ' known as . . ' 
Moor . Cops'e, .. Pa,rk W.o6a and ' HQguioor and a streteh of the' River Pang. 
The Pang, whichi-las' a , tributary of -- the iCe-hne t ',· noW drai.ns , this part 
of the valley, f10wiilgth:rough ' the ' reservefroin 'south ·to north . 00 :" . 

its way to the Thames. The trees of the thl"ee Woodlnnd blooks.> grow· 
. ~' " t,~e peat and gravel 0' t .his old valley. Overl:t11, there are hab

i .tatf3for aquatiC" ,andriver:"'banltplants',p1ants of deep shade; . of 
wood1ancfri!ie and glade and the I,ntnny' bordersi- w-ithal1the creat
ures dependent oh .them. 

, . TheYif3i~or : 11:8.6 ~c-cess leading dowh t6 the' river at the .sQuthe.rn 
end. A slow wa1ka10I1g the path, ' repeatedatdiff'erent seasons, ' W'ill 
provide him with ' much inter~,6tfroma . large: variety of p1ants' and ·.: 
their associated creatures. ' . The deep m~ahderB' give go.odviewpQin1<s · 
alop.g the . water wh;ch is' helpful as" the banks 'are . fairly · st~ep~nq 
the 'he~bage tall~ . . . . .' .. . .. 

; " ," . :.1" ":.': 

The . 'w~(qr p1an:ts v'ary, year by year accOI'qing to the. depth ,of 
. the wateral.),d ' the rate of fLow. This year' (1979), the heavy rai1\s 
caused so . ni),lch ~il tin,g ' thri.t it was not until ~t'he end o.f June that 
the ' wat'erc'leared, 'and the flbwwasthen 'sti11considerab.ly abov\e 
normal. .. 'rhe bed-rooted plarits River Write'r-Dropwort (Oenanthe ,! .. 

fluviat'i1is) , .relished by Moorhens, Narrow~le'aved Water-Parsni.p 
(Beru1..!! 2,recta),')iribr';lnched Bur-re,ed (Sparganium emer~um.) . and Water 
Crowfoot. (Ran.un.cu1us · :eseudoflui ta:ns )ahowed fair growth of , sub.merged 
leaves, but only the last-named had madeuerial flower .spikes -by : ' . 
mid-July t and that only where flow' was ' 'slowed ' by .· obstruotion. In 
previous years these true water plants, with Water-Cress (Rorippa 
~rtium-aquaticum) and Water Speedwell (~onic~ anagallis
aguatica) bedded on the deposited silt, have provided nesting sites 
for Little Grebe and Tufted Duck, but this year with no surface weed 
these two water birds did not stay to breed when they visited in 
April. 

There is always abundant. growth of , the Pond-Sedges (Ccr ex 
riparia and Q.. acutifQrm1~)ahd Yell'6~ Flag('l!:.i2 ,Rseud,corut;ll and 
aome 'Reea Mace ('l'Y'pha.latifo1ia), all, of .. which,giv.e rullple cover to 
the breeding, Moorhen. Swans cap. usually be s,eenwith, their ' cygnets, 
and the I1a11ard brings her ducklings to the wate'r fi":on( the wbbd ' . 
where she nests. 

In Spring, the sides of the banks 
(Caltha £a~ustris), Large Bitter-cress 
Smock (Q. ~~tensis) and the tops with 
gfi~olata) - all these crucifers being 

geTl.p butterfly and other whites. 
(~osotis scorpioides) adds its colour. 

are decked with Kingcups 
(Cardamine amara) and Lady's 
Hedge Garlic (Alliaria 
an invitation to the charming 
Later, Water Forgetmenot 

As these early plants go over, the banks are covered with famil
iar riverside herbs. Comfrey (Symphytum officina1~), Hemp Agrimony 
(EuEatori~ cannabinum) and Hairy Willowherb (Epilobium hirsutum) are 
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the most abun<iant,with ~~adpwsweet (FilipendUla ulmeria), Purple 
Loo~estrife 'Lythr1l!! , aP.~icar,ia) a,.nd OrahgeBalsam (Impatiens ' 
c~j)e~is)occurfi:ng oft~nand Ye1.low Loosestrife(~s~chia vulfjar1s) 
occasional:Ly adding its loose pl;i.nicles of " bright -flowers. -Several of 
OJ,lr handsoxnel,lIl1bellifers towe;- over the aJ..ready crowded bank. These " 
are H~UllockWater Dropwort ' (pe,IU1n.lli crocata) t vlild Hemiock (Conium 
ma.:c,ulatum), Wild Angeli,.ca (Angelica sylvestris) an9;Hogweed - ',' ' 
~Hel'a.cleum , sphondYlium).Add abundant stinging netties and the scene 
is set, for a ,fair population of butterflies, ' moths, bees and many 
other insects,. ' The bwnble bees work tpe Comfrey all through its 
long flowering season~ and this plant also ensurErs that in July the " 
br,illiantSearlet Tiger ,moth will delight the visitor. This year was 
anespec:i,?:illy good one forthi~moth., Som:e - of the seventeen butter
flies1 recorded here thissummer"like Meadow, Bro~nand Ringlet, 
were attrapted, to the flowers from the open stlnny' -meadow on the far 
side along this stretch~ 

It is certainly not "standing room only"- ior' herbs on the bank .. 
There ,are many spra~lers and stragglers using the self-standing 
plants. , - Hop (Humuluslupulus) an,dWh;ite Bryony(Bryoniadioica)are 
-bqth 8:ttractive in fruit ;¥-rgeBindweed (Cfily-st'egia sepium)is too 
heaV:yto be -stipJ;l,Orted her,eand aE;1 itsspeci'fic 'name implies 'it ' 
shoq.J"d,'be , in the hedges. Anothe~ plant which not only' embraces but 
smot-4e-rsis Goosegrass (Galiuin :apcirine) • The few geese I have seen 
h-Etre~ hav;€- not even ItOticed it I ," Th.ey stay in the water. The' dried , 
fruit ~sreputed :to make 'good coffee. 'We- do not normally allow 
collecting in the re_se~ves ' but a perIliitcould be ,'arranged for anyone 
keen to try 'it! - , 

' You ;might be wondering how the visitor manages to get throughl 
There ~:i;:s , a ,grassy path which is kep't .open by cutting back 'the invading 
nettles • . ' He,re the less robust Water St'itchwort ',(M,tosoton ' ~uaticum) 
and Tu~ted; V,etch (Vicia crl\cca) find the sunlight'. The 'path also 
provides basking room for thegra6~ snakes,. Early in' thefleason it: 
is possible for the wiry visitor'to getclqse and watch until the 
snake becomes aware ~md flicks out its cleft ' tongue gathering in th:e 
strange scent partioles. Than it 'slowly uncoils and gracefully 
slide~ a"tiay • . I have located the fa.v-ourttebasking sites ~ on old 
tree stumps by the path and other such places and I 'tread quietly ~ .' 
I rarely leave the reserve without having seen one or two. They~an 
a189 b~ seen, with luck,swimming downstream between the weeds or 
crossing from one ban'k: to another, doubtlef!s : in search of a meal. 

' , T~ea~tracti~eG;eatet Tussock ' Sed~e (~arex paniculata) is worth 
looking for near the edge of ' the bank.,Thcgrassesinclud~ Giant 
1!:e .sc~e (Festucagigantea) and Faise Brbme (Bre.chypodiumsylva ticum) 
in shady parts" clumps of tufted hair gtass (Deschampsia cacl'sE,itosa) 
at interyal~ and l .argestaiids of the Reed-grass (Phalaris arundinacea) 
on _ ~hichI havaseen the Drinker Moth larvae feeding. 

The path. eventually l~ads to the bridge where the visitor can 
leave the rest of the river path for another ' timcandwander into 
Park Wood. It brings a change of mood whatever time of the year it 
:i.,s v;ls:i,ted. I always regard the moment of entering a wood as 
special. . It is . ~m intrusiohon the life there, especially in early 
morning or late evening, sO caution often rewards the intruder with 
a glimpse into ,th'eprivate life ' of the wood dwe'llars. 
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These woOds , arer,elics ' Of the " centiiries;..;.oldinana~me:nt ' of ", . ~ J 
I coppi,c~ 'andstaMards. , wh~n a 'plent?-fUI ; ' ,euP:ply :. ol<'dif£~i-ent kinds' , 1 
oft!oo~ w,~s ef3~eJl,ti~l : fOr : f~~l and for ' farmequ~pnient;fehces,toolS: 
and ,bu~l~;Lngs. The relaxa~~on of ,that poiicyaecounts fo'i- , thebveX"~, . 
grown pgle!3 of coppiced aldal:' , , ash, w:i.llowand ' popl.ar Whicn ' a.re se 13,11:' 
throughout the woods. , ~a1!'el ' has , bee~ ; mOt-er,ecently 'ccrppictltlbut ' 
sti1J. noeds at'tenti.On, topreee.rve.th€ cha'ra.ct'er ~ of the ' bid WOod' and'" 
the aependent , gJ;'ound ' flora~ E?-9hwood has i taownc 'featUres. ' ' l'~rk 
Woo:i needs many visits at: 'differentseasorts. , , ThE:} p1i:mts are well '. 
established and their' choice of habitat is clear to seo ' •... . 

" , ,' The contours can be ment,ally ~rawn: by observing the Timitcrf thE 
spre~p.()f bluebellt;l,. Which leave the very low lying areas ;t!}' Yellow ' 
Flag ap(l Enchantel' ~ s ' Night~hade (Cn,.co1! 'lutetiana) • Awi:deopen 
area which suggests a gravel isia'nd thrown ' up by the oldb'ra-idod 
river has been chosen by bracken which prefersto 'behiigher abOVe 
t.h~water table. As I. walk along the.ride which borders this I look 
up to the under;aide of th~ bracken an<i: notice howbea.v·i1.y · galled it 
ia this , ye'ar..On ,theoth~'r. side, of the' ride the ground : i.s~ sO ' low
l.ying ' that thewa t'er.WB.s $'tanding at the end of,June.ThiB de-ll ' 
provides e. place for ' alal'ge st~n,d of Valerian (Val~:riaha: :-b-fficinali:s r 
a strange plantthCl.t. se~·m6, to ,be nappy; no~only iriinlch 'damp plao.es ' 
butalao· on dry chalk slopes. : Rerelmder the trees it' grows tall ' 
and th:e tiny white fiowers , cluetered 'in umbellifex- fashion ,almost 
glow in ,the dim light. , Surprisingly the calyx 'extends infrliit: illto' 
a ,pappus-like growth. , It-has earned its specific riame because it· 
has long been cuI tiva.ted by herbalists for the roots which haVE) 
sedative properties. 

, ; 

T.h'epHiof the soil can be judgJd by 1:11,e limits of ';growth 'of 
Do-gIs 'J1.1ercury( Morcur~a1is pe~ennis) and theoccurreric-e ' Of, 'So]Omo'n t ~ 
Seal (Po+ygc>natUi'r!multif+-~:rJ::!.l!)-"lhich like ba:siq "soit.'Ph'e wat€~:tn " 
the reserve is calcareous so acid-loving plants ar.e tiOt'corfun6ri~ 
Thereisa t;lpread of WoodSorrel (Qxa.lis s,t;etos e1la) in 'one area ' · 
only, and FOJtgloves (Digiita1is l?ur:eure~) ' grow up here ' and ' 'there, ,no,t
ably where, a tree has fal16,1'1 aIld .let ,iiisome mor'elight. A small 
colony of the ,dainty ·Lady.~Fern q(Jtthyri~ ll~ix~.§_~j.na) ,shares the , ~~ , 
shade with Creeping, SoftgrassC aolcus !!!91lis~ instead of Dog's 
Mercury. 

Mostoi th~ floworingpiant~are shade-loving, cif Gourse~and ~ , 
make their growth early,but a few choose the rides to give them 
better light. or ' more elbow room - viole.ts, ,primroset;3 and Bugle 
(Ajuga:reptans} which sticceedsthe bluebells with its ' lovelyupstarid
ingflower spikes "and ,sends its , long runnors across the rides to ' join 
the ' Groun'dlvy(Glechoma hede,racea). , So the. plants :overa., long space 

,of" time have sorted themselv~s out in these old ' whods ' according to 
their physical or chemical needs. There is one exception 'arid that is 
the bramble which is no respecter of its neighbours' (or of ' th~ ,;'is
itor),for if given the chance it sends its sprawling prickly stems 
to root into the open rides. ' , ' 

We all know well the blue,bellwoods in ' this country, but' it is 
still · a refreshing experience to step intoPal'k Wood ' in mid.;.May_ · As 
one visitor .said to me, "rt :is breath-taking. I could smell the " 
bluebells from the bridge. I just, stoo.d and gazed."Here: : thei~ . 
beauty is enhanced by the yellow-green of the Wood SpurgEiC!!.Uphorbia 



- 19 -

mgdalOidEiS) and thEi brilliant green rides fringed ,with Stitchwort 
lStellarie. holoatea). ' ' _ ; r ' 
----~~-....... ·.i · 

, In :Julytheoaks are festopned with Honeys'uckle (Lonicera , " 
~icl.YI!l~nu~)which fills the air with scent • Its leaves 'nurture 
the, ll'trvae of thclov:ely White Admiral butterfly "jhichl,son 'the 
wing in July • and the berries ,feed the, firic'hes and tits in :auttiInn. 

Eaellwood ,'has ' E\." specialf~a,ture .M~or Copse (:(titthe~ ' 'OnaCrOBS 
a f:i.'Ve-,a(g·&'J>astu~e) giV:es us Wood . ~nemones , l..mderthe haz-el c6'ppice 
and ,EarljPurple Or'chide '{ Orchis me.sculaJ ' which do very well 'in wet 
areas where there is ;:.ilo. ,; competition. My note book"reniinds me that 
these ~oodlandswhere the canopy is not .too derise ~nd there~re so 
oany woodland edges provide a very good habitat 'for ' breedingbirds. 
ThisysarIr~corded twenty-nine species ,both residEmts and ' summer 
visitors, including nightingale and blackcap. Nqwas I come to 4ly 
last pagef:j-ofnotesfor' mid-:September I remark on the silence'::'only 
the robin sings and the jay s(:olds. From the bridge I notice how 
low the water is in the I'iver and how much ~e~d there is. There are 
still "-butterflies but not , ea many" as, the • flower~ ,are going over. 
Therewill, beotherattractionsinthewinterseason, such a~ animal 
tro.eks : in' themud and snow. I might again see the roedeer that left 
its slots -in almost '" eVery ride last year. ; I hope~ more _ of ' our Trust " 
members will visit the -rese.rve ,and ,get to know iL I would like to ' 
thank, Brian ' Baker who si ves ' up ~o much ' time :to cuttipg rides. ' His 
pleasur€' in the reser.vc mu.stbe diminished becau~eo£' th.e noise of 
thecutte'rwhich always accompF:uli~sthis . activity'. My thc;lnks . too to 
the other ward~ns ' who share the duties of lo'okingaf1;'er' our i -nterests 
and reporting back. ' We , r'etnember. t;t-lso the previous owher ,Mr. ' Trevers, 
who ;,i6rked 'i so' hard at: coppicing , ' yLearing and general maintenEtnce. ' 
We miss him: now that it ±sallinourhands, so generously !landed 
over for ,us 'to keep, for · wildli-fe • ' . " ',' 

Little bro.wn One.s . 

A. G • . Hamilton 

".Thi:s fungus business is just like bird-watching" said an 
ornitholqgist friend of mine who was having a try at fungi for the 
fir·at ,time. "The big c'oloured ones are 'easy , :tt 'sthe li tt~e brown 
ones tha~make it difficult." ' She was quite right, of course. A ', 
glance through my fungus notebooks for the past few years shows the 
satnep~tternfo~ each foray. The fist of species found starts off 
in ' a pleasantly sqientif:Lq , fashion with things like Amanitarube&cens, 
Coprinus ££mat~,Biphol~~ fascicul~~, or even Qa~ansiella -
radicata {and what could be more scientific , than that IT. Then it 
degenerates somewhat, usually halfway through the Russula, with a 
welter of 11 ? sp.", " Sp. ? - reddish cap" and the like, and there 
is always a pathetic last line - "plus several little brown ones", or 
even once "plus one medium brown one". 

What are these little brown ones that cause so much trouble? 
First of all there are those where we can identify the genus but 
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fin"d our"siel~es at a completelbss with the species. This ,i~' partic __ , 
ularly likely with genera such as Cortinarius, or Inocy.be ',or ':; ) 
Hebelomg.. Amateurs . always te~d to assume that the professionals can 
identify,eyeI:y~hing 'on sight, 'and it came as a great revelation to . 
me to dil3'~over~h~ ttheex,Pertscannot always distinguish one " . \ 
Cortinarius fro.m.a~other i'n ,the 'fieTd. However , . . there: :is a .motiey . : 
collection +. of ' species thEttev'en an amateur' sho'uld bea"blet6 ident ..... · 
ifywith,out r,eCo~rse to microscopes and the like, but which season 
afte'r season '! find confusing. Surely -I'm not the , 'onJ.y~ pers,ouwho 
has .. trouble' with . Psa"thyreila,;~ gfacilis, ; or Stropharia .s.emigl;obata,· or 
Conocybe tenera 9.rany of'thatdreadf~l: 'genu5 Galerina'? , It 'e ·no·t .' 
really _, tha t th,ey :aI'ealltha t alike -1 t 's simply >tha t I ca:nnot . 
remember which is which, or 'how t6 distinguish one :£rom the ot'her. 
Any of ' these wOuld have been better :named the Tawny Deceiverth,an . 
that much malignedfitngus Laccai'ia la:ccata~ Admittedly poor old 
L. lac6ata isso~ewhat variable in 'appearadce, but oneoan usually . 
identify it for what it is, unlike that nasty Nolanea cetrata or , 
some of those . tricky speoies of Tricholoma.;;. 

Totally ' :faiting ' to identify ' the little brown ones in the. field, 
I take them home artd startgoing ' throughthebOoke~ Begin with "\;he ' 
key ' - the spores, must bebrcwn, but are they rusty brown oroigar 
brown'? , Perhaps they are clay brown. " In one of my ' books is the 
pencilled note "fungus 91ay is greyish" - a remal'k handed out by . 
someone , <;>n a ' fora.y 'at some time. Dr. Hora.' s book describes five 
shades of .brown. · The . neW book 'by Kibby is worse - eight shades. 
Oh .weJ.l . ., plough ' on' through the most likely· key. . "On wood,?", " .Qn 
soil?It.By this time ' I've forgotten Where it wasgro\rlng. Make a 
guess and go on. ' ,tC'ap viscid?", "cap dry?'!- - either it ',s be.en pour
ing with rain for ' weeks and ev'erything:isviscid, or we are having 
a drought and all the specimens are to-tally ' dry. , . Attbis ~tage I 
abandon the key and start looking at the pictures - that timehonoured 
last resort for identifying almost anything, flora or fauna. The 
books are full of pictures of little brown fungi, but here's one 
just like my specimen. Start reading the description. All is well 
until the last line "not yet found in Britain". Well, either I've 
got the first British specimen or it's something else. I must 
assume the latter, so go on to' another book. Another likely pioture 
is soon forthcoming, and again the description goes well until 
"only found under conifers", when I know that I haven't seen a 
conifer all afternoon • 

. This .goes on u~til I've exha'4-sted cillthEib'COks, by whi:C,n time 
the specimen ia too tatty to be ideritifiedby anybody, ' having bee'n 
nibbled and sniffed and had its cuticle peeled and its gillsbi-oken. 
I abandon it and go on .to another one, and · the ·same thing happens. ' 
By the ' end ~ of ,the day I' ve ~ither got a basket of fungi hitherto 
C,oIllpletely unknown in this country, or: else I' Vel . failed to identify 
them all yet again. Sadly they go down in the record book as "plus 
sev~ral littl~b~own oneslt~ ..... , 
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Fungi found in Reading area, 1979 

A. Brickstock 

A much more v~ried ,collection (227 species and ' varietie's) than 
last year (134). Particularly noteworthy are the unusual collection 
of C~rtinarius from Sulham and the rare Rhodotuspalmatus from Purley. 

The ,names of the Agarics agree with the British Mycological 
Society's New Check List of British AgaricB",and Bolle~i '(1960). The 
nomenclature of other groups is that used by the Biological 'Records 
Centre. 

'r. AGARICALES LOCATIONS 
(see key) 

, , 

2 
-~; . 

8 Agaricus campestris 1 A 
It lahgei A 
It silvkiticus A 

silvicola 6 

Agrocybe cyliudracea 2 

Amanita citrina 4 ~ 7 
" " var alba ,'.5" 6 7 
" excelsa 5 ' , 

4 ' .5 , " fulva A C 
" muscarin 1 " ;3 4- : ,67 ' A 

" phalloides 4 
" rubescens 4 7 

Armillaria mellea 1 '3 4 67 A C 

Bolbitius vi t ,e llinus 1 3 A C 

Boletus badius 5 7 A B C 

" Chrysenteron 1 7 A C f) 

" adulis .5 '7 ,A 

" piperatus A 

" pulverulentus A 

" reticulatus 7 
" subtomento6us 1 A 

Cantharellus cibarius 7 ' 

Clitocybe clavipes' 1 2 7 A 

" dicolor 7 A 
" flaccida 1 4 7 B 
li fragrans A 

" hydrogramma 1 
It irifundibuliformis 1 6'7 

" langei 6 
" t ., nebularis 1 6 7 C 
" odora 1 7 
1,1 rivulosa A 

" vibecina 1. 67 , ' A B 
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Collybia. butyracea" ~, " - - , , 6 '7 9 it. C 
" cirrhata ' " 7 8 
11 confluens 4 
" dryophUa 1 2 C 
If ' " &ryth~opus 1 3 6 8 A B 

" £-u~ipes ~ 3 B 
, n ' macula ta 4' 7 ' It 13 c ' , .. .. ~. 

" p'eionata 1 3 4' 6 7 ~ " ft. 

'. 
' Coprinu~ atramentari,ue 7 A 

' 11 comatu,e ' 7 ,', A ": .. 

" disseminatue 2 
" lag ~'pus 7 
" mi(:?Geus ",' 1 2 3 8 9 A D 

" plicatilis ' 1 2 3 E 

Cdrtinarius amarescens 6 
" amoenolens ,6 
" anomaJu.e ,_ 7 
" brunneus 7 
" castaneus 7 
" calochrous 6 

" cedretorum 6 " , ' 

. . r~' 
11 decipiene A 

" e1.atior 7 
" hemitrichus A 
11 infractus 7 ... .. 
11 melliolens 6 
11 multiformis 6 
11 so.turninus A 
11 semisanguineus 7 A B 
11 sodagnitus 6 

Crepidotus molI'is 6 
11 ' variabil.ia 1 :,7 9 A 

,Cystoderma amianthinum ,,7 

Flam.m1.11ina velutipes 1 6 

Galerina hypnorum ' 7 A 
11 mutabilis 4 ,/ 

Gomphidius r ,oseus 7 A 

Gymnopilue junonius 3 7 A 
11 penetrans ',7 A B·q 

Hcbeloma. crustiliniforme 6 7 A 

" lO:1gicD.udum 7 
11 m€sophaeum 7 A D E 
11 sinapizans 6'.7 ' A 

Hohenbuehelia geogenia ,6! 
. ' ~ 

67": Hygrqphoropsie aurantiaca 5 A B 
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Hygrophorus chrysaspis 6 

11 coccineus 2 D 
" conicus , A 
11 . f' . 'iJhurneus 4 6 A 
11 hypothejus 1 3 A 
11 niveus 1 A 

" pratensis 1 
It psittacinus 1 A 
11 vitellinus 2 

Hypholoma fascicula.re 1 4 6 7 · , , A B C , 
11 Bubiateritium 7 

Inocybe geophylla 5 A 
It 11 var lilacina e 

Laccaria aI:1ethystea 1 5 7 A 
:, 

" laccata 1 3 4 7 .A D 

" proxima 5 6 7. . A 

Lacrymaria veluti,na 1 3 A. .... 

Lactarius blennius 4 5 6 . 7 A 

" camphoratus 1 3 
" ohrysorheus 5 7 A 

" delicioBuB .. A . 
11 glyciosmuB 7 
" .' helvus 1 A 

" , hepaticus 7 
" quietus 1 7. ' A 

" rufus 7 
" subdulcis 1 4 5 A C 

" tabidus 7. A 

" torminOBUS 7 A 

" turpis ' 5 7 A 

" ve1lereua 7 

Leccinum aurantiacum 7 · 
" SCabrDL1 .: . 4 7 A 

" testacec:scabrum 7 A 
, , 

Lepiota. clypeolaria .. 6 7 
" mastoidea 1 
It procera 1 4 
11 rhaeodea 1 A C 
11 sistrata A 

LepiBta nuda 1 . 7 · A 

" saeva 7 8 D 
11 sordida 6 

Leucopaxillus giganteus 3 6 7 

Lyophyllum decas1;es 3 
11 lorion tum ' 7 

Marasmius andrOBaceU6 , 3 4- .7 8· 
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Ma.r?smius oreadeO 1 A 

" ramealis 1 4 

" ' scorodonius 1 5 6 

Melanoleuca grammopodia ... 1 

" melaleuca 1 ; A 

My.::ena alcalina A 

" epipterygia ~ . 

" fibula 1 A I) E 

" flavo-alba A D 

" galericulata 1 6 1 8 .' A 

" galopus 1 6 YJ :9 A a c 

" inclinata 1 '1 
11 · leucognla A 
11 polygramma 6 

" pura 6 7 

" vitilis 6 e 
11 vulgaris ? ... ... A. E 

Nolanea Qetrata 7.. 
" sericea 9 A 

Oudemansiella radicata 1 3 ·9 

PanaeolUB rickenii 1 A 

Panellus mitis A 

Paxillus involutus 1 Q , 6 7 A~C 

Pholiota gummosa '7 . 

" squarrosa 2 

Pluteus cervinus 1 2 3 5 6?· 

Psathyrella conopilea 1 6 A 

" gracilis 2 . A 

" hydrophila 7 
11 multipedata 6 

" spadiceogrisea 1 

Rhodotus palmatus 8 

Russula aeruginea A 

" atropurpurea 5 7 

" badia 3 

" cyanoxantha 1 4 7 A 

" densifolia 4 

" emetica 3 5 7 A .~ 

" fellea 4 

" fragilis 7 A 

" grisea A 

" laurocerasi 4 

" lepida 4 61 -_ . 

" mairei 7 A C 

" nigricans 4 .5 
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Russu1a ochro1.euca. 4 5 7 A C 
11 parazureD. '"5' 
" pue11aris A 
"\,, vesca. A 

" vio1eipes 5 
" xerampe1ina 4 

Strobi1omyces f1occopus ,- 4 

Stropharia aeruginosa 1 7 A E 

Sui11us bovinus 7 A 

" e1egans 45 ' A ' 
11 ,1uteus 7 A 

Tricho1oma argyraceum A 

" gambosum 1 A 
11 su1phureum" 7 

Tubaria furfuracea. 1 2 9 A D 

11 APHYLLOPHORALES 

C1a.vu1ina cristo.ta 7 A C D 

C1avu1inopsis )e1vo1a ,I , ' 

Corio1us versico1or 5 6 ' 7 .. 

Daeda1ea confragosa 4 

" quercina 5 

Fistu1ina hepatica 3 

Ganoderma app1a.natum 3 4 7 9 
,,> 

G1oeoporus adustus 3 9 
".:.; .. 

Grifo1a gigantea 4 

Het 'l-~:t ':at:r1iQ,n annosus 7 

Hydnum imbricatum A 

Laetiporus sulphureus 5 

Phaeo1us Bchweinitzii 7 

PiptoporuB betu1inua 7 A B 

Po1yporus squamosua 2 ' . " S D 

Sparassis crispo. 7 

Stereum hirsutum 7 

" purpureum 9 , 
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Thelephora terrestris 

Trametes abie~ina 
It gib'b osa 
11 rubescens 

Ungulina marginata 1 

III '. GASTEJWMYqETALES 'C ,: 

LYcoperdon caelatum 
H ' depressum 
It erice.torum 1 
It molle 
It perlatum 
It pyriforme 1 

Phallus impudicus 

Scleroderma aurc.ntium 

IV HETEROBASIDIOMyeETES 

Calocera visc6sa 1 

Exidia albida 

Pseudohydnum gelatinosum 

Vl:: · ASCOMYCETES 

Cordyceps. capitate. 

Geoglo6sum fallax 

Helotium citrinum 

Leotia lubrica 

Nectria cinnabarina 

Peziza aurantia 

Rhizina undulata 

Xylaria hypoxylon 
" polymorpha 

2 

2 

2 

3 

3 

3 5 

4 5 

4 

4 

7 ' 

7 
, 9 ," 

8 9 

' '. A 
A 

6 A 
A 

7 
6 7 A 

6 7 A 

7 A 

7 

7 

A 

A 

7 ' 

6"7 ' A 
6 

.... 

C 

B D 

B C D 

D 

B 

D 

D 

C 
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" "Key to " Lo~~tions 

1. Field/Woodland (Churchend Copse.) between top of New Lane Hill 
and Cnlcot Golf Course (SU6137'2.7) (Oak, Beech, Birch). 

20 ' " Prospe~t : Park. 

3. Whiteknights Park (Lake-aide) •. .• 

4.Neftleb~~Woods. , 

"5. ,. Mortimer ,Woods(Mixed) (650657). 

6. Sulham Woods (Mainly Beech) (645746). 

Wasing Woods (Mixed) 

8. Purley (riverside): • . 

9. A garden , in:WS'Stwo6d Road. 

A. Restricteds'it:e~ 

B. Ufton Nervet Woods (lViixed) (633658). . j . 
'. 

C • Wnodb 6tEi Woods . (Mixe d) ( 645805 ) • 

D. Garden, Cockney Hill. 

E. BurghfieldGravelPits. 

A Fungal Note 
,. 

An interesti~g find on the Fungus Foray in Nettlebed Woods 
(22.9.79) was a specimen of Lyophyllul!l fumatofo~ • . It is oneo! a 
small group of rather uncommon species, fornierlyplaced in Tricholoma, 
in which tl:J.e flesh and gills turn blackish when bruised. , ~he fungus 
was identified by Dr. F. B. Hora. " 

An uncommon B:pe'6 :!-~s found. locally this year by Dr" ·P. AD.:drews· 
was Rozites caperatus. It occurr~d Oil a i-oad';'si~e ' v';erge at Farley 
Hill in November. 

Joyce Andrews " 



'The Recorder' § . )le.;eort .for Botv.ny 
. . ' . ~ .,' ','.. ... t 

1978:79 
B. M F :~~Vman 

Very few members sent records this year. Those sent in by the 
following regular contributors are gratefully acknowledged:~Dr: . J. : 
Andrews (JA); Dr. H. J. M. Bowen (HJMB); Mr. H. Carter (HC); 
Miss L. E. Cobb (LEe) and Mrs. E. M. Trembath (EMT). 

The nomenclature and order are according to the "Flora. of the 
British Isles" by Clapham, Tutin and Warburg (1962) .. ' An alieIitaxon 
is indicated by an asterisk (*). The English names are from "English 
Naces of Wild Flowers", the recbriunehded liat 'of . the Botanical , Society 
of the British Isles. 

Polystichum set~f~rum (Forsk.) Woynar 
Conduit Copse and Great Wood. (HJMB) 

Soft Shield-fern 

Myosurus minimus L. Mousetail 
Reappeared in disturbed soil, Whiteknights Park. 
Between Theale and Beenham. R. J. Ford-Williams. (HJMB) ,'" 

*Mahonia aquifolium (Pursh) Nutt. 
Boxwood. NHS walk 30th June. (HJMB) 

Brassica nigra (L.) Koch 
Boxwood. FllHSwalk 30th June. (HJMB) 

, Oregon-grJlpe 

Black, Mustar.d . . .I i . 

, Cr:eeping Yellow-cress 

*Hesperis matronalis L. 
C r 0 okham C Ommo-;:-' ( HJl-m) 

Descurainia sophia (L.) We~b ex ~\n~ 

.' _Dl:l.me 's yiole t 

Flixwecd 

Roadside near Tubney 

Viola odorata L. 
Reades Lane (Sonning 
24t~ April (HC) 

Manor, N. Berks. (HJMB) 

Sweet Violet 
Common) and Coppid Hall (Binfield Heath) 

~ericum humifusum L. 
Crookham Common. (HJMB) 

Trailing St John's-wort 

Spe r gula arvEm,?_~_s L. , 
B6roc ourt( PeppaI'd ) , 15th J u1i. ' ,'. (HC) 

SpeI'gularia rtibrli( L~ )J . ', &C~ . .!'real 
Crookham Common. (HJMB) 

.. 
Corn Spurrey 

Sand Spur;-ey 

*Montia perfpliata .(Willd.) HO'flell " ' ,' Sp,ringbeauty 
Persisting in; Northcourt Avenife and ElmhuI'st R6<:td; now also in 
Warwick Road, Reading. (tEC) ' "' T 

Genista tinctoria L. Dyer's Greenweed 
ra'hford Hill, 11th August. NHS walk. (JA) 

, " 
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2.tl,onisspinosa L. , , 
Meadow near Dorchester. (EMT) 

Spi~y Restharrow 
. . f ·· •. :.! .... -=>":"A 

Medicago arabica(L.) Huds. Spotted Medick 
Playing fields behind Chr:i:stchul"ch Road, Readi~g.( L:EC} , . 

" j ~ I.foJ , 

":, J:; ,,:, 

Trifolium micranthum ViVo 
Conduit Copse and Great Wood. (HJMB) 

Trifoliu~ · striatum ~ • . " , 
ConduitC:opse and. ; GreatW90Fl~ (H JMB) 

Onobrychis viciifdli~ Scop~ 
Boxwood,30thJune~NHSwalk;. (HJMB) , 

, Slender Trefoil ' 

l{notted ' Clove~ ' 

Sainfoin . 

. .. . .... .. " . : 

. . 3 . ~ 

. ." ~.:- . ... ..L 

. ~ • I 

*Potentilla recta L. ' SulphurCinquefoil .. ' 
Several plants ' in f-lower at Abbey Football Ground, Chalkhoueegr~e~ 
16th July. (HC) 

I _~ , ,1 

·Potentilla norveg{ca L. Ternate-leaved , C,inqu,~.fo~l. 
Waste ground near Sutton's old nurseries , Read:trig.{HJMB) ,' - j • ~" 

, ' . ~ rl 

A grimonia Quoi'a ta " ( Gouan) Hill. 
Conduit Copse and Great Wood. (HJMB) 

A hanes 
Conduit 

. ' . . ' . 

Slender Par,sley-piert t. '... 

. " _ . 1 

*Prunus cerasifera Ehrh. Cherry Plum . . .:...., ~ . 

Fruited prolifically in a garden hedge near the "Bird in Hand" , "' . ~ 

S onning Common; ' ( HC,) " ." .. - ,'.,-..., 

Sorbus to'rminali~ (L~) Craritz Wild Service..;tree .~.: er; 
Lodge of Manor House Park, Binfield. (HJMB) '; . ,, ;. ', 1 .• : ~~rO 

Saxifraga, ' grf,l.nula ta .L. 
Conduit Copse and Great Wood~ . , 
Viscurn album L. 

OiJMB) 

, On poplar, near Bray Wick. ,. (HJMB) 

Silaum siiaus (L,.) . S6hinz & hell. 
Bar-tley H-eath, Hook. LEe. 

' Mead!Jw Saxifrage ' .""" ' .1 

MistletcX! . 

p&pper-salciifr~'g.e.' .J,; '. '.;_": 

. .c 
.. • L. 

Polygonum ruri v~'OIi:". . Jcrd ,;: ex ' Bor. . " , 
Waste ground near Suttonis old nurseries, Reading. (HJ1'1B) .. ,~ , 

, • .J 

Sal~urpu±'ea L. ,' Purple Willow 
Conduit Copse' and Great Wood. , ('HJHB) . -J t.". 

... : . 

~accinium myrtill·us L. 
C'onduitCo'psc and Great Wood. (HJMB) 

Bilberry 

*Lysimachiapunctata L,. , , Dotted Loosestrife , ,._ r: 

Kiln Road, ' Emmer Gl"een~ July 1979; Goldf;ish Pond, ne-al" JCat·e' ,.s 
Cdttage, Gailowstree Common, 1978-79 .. (HC) , , " . " :~ i 

Anagallis tenella (L.) L. 
Ashford Hill, 11 thAu'g\lst. NHS walk~, (JA) 

~Trachyatemon oriental is (L.) G.'Don 
Edge ', o~ rough " woodland, Pangbourne. (EMT) 

M osotis ,caea itosa ,K 
Cond~it Copse and Great 

Kiclci:ia elatine (L.) Dum. 
BoXwo od. ' 30th June NHS . walk. " (HJMB) , 

Bog Pimpernel 

. D '.1 

Abraham-Isaa'COofJa-coh ,.-: J 
~ r ~~ .... 

TuftedF'orget~m~-n'of;: " 

... ' -" . 
. r: ' 
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Kickxia spuria "(L. )~ci: 
Lollingdon Hill. (HJMB» 

Ro~d-leavedFluellen 

. ""- f ' .",. . '" 

Veronica sctilel-lati{ 'L. . MarshSpeedwel-l 
Ashford Hill. 11th August, NHS 'walk: > CjA.) 

Odontites vern~(Beil.) ' Dum. Red. Eartsia ' . 
On grass verge at top of Whitley st., Readirig. (LEC) .' " 

*Lathraea ~landestina L. Purple Toothwort 
Flourishing in Prospect Park iri 1979~ and seen growing on Willow . 
tree roots around ~ the ' pond every year singe ;l.967 by Mrs • . Joyce 
Emerson. It was recorded from this sit.sin ;L959\seeReaq,ing ' ". 
Natura~ist No • . 12, . p. · ~l). (LEC) 

A6inos arvens-is ' (Lain~}Danay 
Lol1ingdon Hill. (HJMB) 

,Basil Thyllle .. 

.. Bet'onica off'iciha:1is L. · Blltony 
Ashford Hill, 11th August. NHS walk. (JA) 

Scutellaria minor Huds 
Bart1ey Heath, Hook. (LEC) 

!,.eSEler Skullcap 

Campa:nuIa rotun~fo~iaL. ' H.arebel1 
Borocourt, 15th July 1979, a very robust piant •. .•. On Peppard Common 
as usual, and a few .in Crowsley Park still flowering on 14th October 
1979.. (HC) . . 

Cirsium eriophorum (L.) Scop. Woolly Thistle 
Ditch and ba~ of Iron Age Fort, Dorchester. NHS walk. (EMT) 

Onopordum acanthium L.C6tton Thistle 
On disturbedyerge at Tidmarsh. (EMT) 
Waste ground near Sutton I sold mH'serics, Reading. (HJMB) ' 

Ornithoga1um umbellatum L. Star-of-Bethlehem 
Reported from Arthur Newbery Park. by Mrs. Cop,eland. (HC) 

. , 

*Allium pala!i~x,y.pL (Bi.eb . ) G. Don Few-flowered Leek 
Several clumps in flower on 24th July '1979 at ·· the turning from . 
Blounts Court Road to Fries Farm, SonningCothmon~ Another observer 
confirmed that he had never seen the plant here in previous years • . 
(HC) " . . . 

*Juncu6: tonuis Wil1d'~:' Slender Rush 
Along paths near Heath Pool, 17th November • . (HJMB) 

Juncus bulbosusL. Bulbous Rush 
In Heath Pool, Finchampstead Ridges, 17th November NHS walk. (HJMB) 

Narciffsui i' .~pseudonarcissus L. . Wild Daffodil 
On 11th April 1979 over three hundred plants see'riin flower in the' 
Chiltern Beech wood from which we last .recorded the species in 1954 
(sec Reading Naturalist No. 7, p. 10). (LEC) . 

Cepha1anthera damasonium(Mill.) Druce ,WhiteHelleborine 
LongBarrQw,,s:even Barrows, Lambourn.. (EMT) 

Epipactis helleborine (L .. ) Crantz . . Broa:d-leavedHelleborine 
Clay -Hill ; Burghfie1d, three spikes ~~ the roadside reported in 
July 1979. SYT and HC found tenspikes" still :-inbud . there on 19th 
July. . I1Ther(3 were eight spikes at ' the . Kipping Rill end of Wyfold 
Copse' in August ' still in bud and two spikes in another part .of 
Wyfold Copse where I found them last year,but thsseare heavi:I.Y 
shaded and never do well." (HC) 
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Platan the.:ra chIorantha (Oust.) Rch b .• 
Little vhT;tenhamWood~ ' (EMT ). 

Greater Butterfly-::orchid 

Dactylorchis fuehe~,i (Druce) Vermeul 
Little Wittenharu Wood. (EMT) 

Common Spotted-orchid . 

Scirpus r:.;z.lvatic:~ L. 
Conduit Copse and Great Wood. (HJMB) 

Wood Club-rush . 

Eleogit~n fluit~~~ (L.) Link Floating Club-rush . 
Heath Pool, Fincb~mpstead Ridges, 17th November. NHS walk. ··· (HJMB)" 

Glyc.eria pl:i,ca tD ,7;::. .. 
Conduit Copsennct Great Wood. (HJMB) 

Helictotrichon . :pr·6.ieru:c . L) Pilger 
Lollingdon Hill~ ' · (HJMB .. ' 

·Phalaris canari~Y)sis ' L ~ . . 
Froxfield, July 1979. (BBQNT Survey) (HC) 

Plicate ~w~et~grasa _ 

Meadow Oat-grass 

Caria.~y-graBs 

. . i 

The Recorder's Report for Vertebrates, 1978~1979 

H. H. Car.ter 

FISH 

Esox 111Cius L. Pike 
A young fish at the mouth of the SuI brook, 16/4/79 (P.G.). 

Barbus barbuB (L.) Barbel 
A record from Lon~orth fills in a gap in the distribution of this 
sp,e9ies as known Jo the Society. 

Gobi6 gobio CL.) . .'. Gudgebn 
Recorded from Tl',ealennd Sh-iplake. 

Tinca tinca (L.) Tench 
ReCOrded from gravel pits at Wallingford and pean's Farm. 

Phgxinus ph.oxim~~ (L. )Mi~now . . . . 
A record from the Thames below Rcidcot extends the known, distribut."ion 
of thi~spectes nearly to the Glbucestershire : borde~. 

Leuciscus cephal~~_(L.) Chub 
RecordedfI'bmtb 0 . Thame's .at .. Pinkhill Farm near Farmo'or .and at Little 
Stoke near Goring,and from the Kennetnoar; Padwor,th' and Theale. 

Leuciscus leud v~ us (L.) Dace 
Recorded from thoKennet near .Theal:e. 

/. -
LeuciscUa' rut i.i.l 1.:; (L.) . Roach ' 
Records i rom th'~-Thames at Lo~gwort'h, Bablock Hythe . andWallingf'ord. 
the Kennet at Tt8~le and the Loddon at Stratfield Saye make our 
knowledge of the distri ~.1Ution of this fish nearly complete. 

A bramis b~ (1.,) Bream 
Recorded from the Thames at Radcot and Bablock Hythe and ·from gravel 
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pits at Berison and The~\:le. Future yeQ.!:~wil~ show whether the dis-: 
tribution of this fish is genuinely disqc5ntinuous, as it'appears at, 
prese,nt ,. 

Alburnus lucidus (L.) Bleak 
Recorded from EYIlsham and from Amey's Pit at Theale. 

AMPHIBIANs' 

Rana temporaria L •• " Frog 
As the following records show, the spawning period for ,this specieS. 
Was even later and more condensed than in 1978. Ten pairs were 
reported from a garden pond in Emmer Green, 10/4/79 (~; . BUTchell,). 

' The Recorder visited the site on 12/4/79 and found thre"e pairs in 
ample;xus and four ,clumps, of spawn. A migrating female was killed in 
Beech Lane, 8/4/79, adults and spawn ~ere fourtdin Leighton Park, .. 
11/4/79, and tadpoles on 9/6/79, arid spawnwas'seen in the lake 'at' 
Whiteknights on 15/4/79 (all B.T.P.). Spawn was hatching in the 
Horse Pond, Gallowstree Common, on 15/4/79. Spawn hatched in a 
garden pond in Grove Road, Sonning Common, but the tadpoles had been 
eaten by goldfish by 19/4/79 (Maria Arthur per M.J.C.). An adult 
and a half-grown (probably second year) frog were in B.T.P.'s garden 
in Ramsbury Drive during the summer. 

Bufo bufo (L.) Toad 
Two croaking in Widmore Pond, Sqnping Common, 14/4/79. Breeding in 
the Oval Pond near Padworth, 4/5/79, and at Bearwood, 9/5/79, single 
adults dead on roads at Ramsbury Drive, 15/4/79, Sonning, 16/4/79, 
Bishopsland, 12/5/79, Goring Heath, 3/6/79, and Farley Hill (al~ 
B.T.P.). Three killed on road at Emmer Green, 17/9/79. 

REPTILES 

Anguis fra~~ L. SlowWorm 
One seen almost every year at Chapel Hili, most recently on 12/6/79 
(P.G.). This observer comments that apart from Grass Snake, other 
reptiles seem not to occur in the Sulham-Tilehurst area , al though ' 
watched for. 

tratrix na trix ' (L.) Grass Snake 
One in the Warburg Reserve, Bix, on ~9/5/75. (P.G.). As in most 
recant, yea:J:'s,most of , our records ,of this speci'es come from the tri
angle enclosed by tbe, rivers Thame,s, Kennet and, Pang, with manY ' 
observations by P.G. and E.M.T. ' , ' , 

Vipera berus (L.) ,Adder 
Three at Broadmoor· Bottom on 14/5/79 (BBONTSurvey.). Seen at Pamber 
on 1-6/5/79' and 12/7/79, tWo found killed ,there ' in Augus-t, one at , 
Ufton on 24/8/79 and a cast skin found there on 22/5/79 (a~l B.T.P.). 

Lacerta vivipara Jacquin Common Lizard 
One in long heather at Silchester Common on 4/5/79 was very torpid 
(B.T.P~)~ d,ue no doubt to the cOl:}.tinllance of cold weather. 
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'MAMMALS ".- .·3 '~ : 

Talpa~ l ~uropa.ea. t... ',' Mole , " , , '" ~' '" ' , ' " ., .. ,. 
:'fin<3aead. 'tit ' Aldwprth ;en 9/7/79' (P.G., )~" ~,', tnolerun c:,ro6s:i,ng a , foot
path' iu 'wpod,s westo£Checltenc1op' -on 9/J::2/,]8 (HDNIfS, 'e;?Ccurs'ion) ., , ' , 
Molehil-lsbb~e:.rv:eda:t ,PangbOUl"1'lfJ ... , 9/1f./7,8,t ,,~nda~eVeral Chil'terri: " 
localities, SO'nn:LIig 'C,ornrnon;, Rotherf-iel{jGreYs, MaidEinagro'\ie and ' 
alongside the road from Nettlebed to 'Watlington. ' , , ' 

~. " . " . . 

r soi-ex araneus L' ~ ', Colll1ilon 'Shrew 
One' de'adinBtti-~\W6od, Sonhl.ngCommon on2.9/~0/78. " One 'at Peppa;rd 
Hospi tal ' sewage ,works' on 8/11/78. , Many reco.rdsin the Sulhrun- " 
Tilehurst-Burghfield area (P.G. and E. M.T.-) and arO~nd Soniring 
Common, all in April, Mai, 'juDe ~ Or' (a :few) July. , ' ~~ynearA.!~l'l:Qrth 
on 26/5/78, one dead there6n13/i/7,g ' O'.G.). ", 

Neomys ~ f9digHa [::?~~1. , W~~cr Shr~,W: " . ' '. _ .. ' , , _ .. _, 
Anold' Jf ec~~~ 2-<ffo~T~e~~~,-8/9/7~ (~~~. ) .~O!le ' dead at Binfielq ", 
Heatp ,' 9n, il.l~/t9j .,. pr~~ent _a:tSip.dleSfi~ ,' 1n ' the winteroi 197.7-!:?8 
( B • T • P • ) • ' , -- ," ", ~ ., 

Erinaceus europaeus L. Hedgehog , , 
Hec9J',.<;ied frf,)rl1 ~ll~~+e , ., pa~~lJ.,o).lr~e (both- P.G.) , ' Checkendon , and , , 

' Nettlebed, ail ' r 'oa'd" ca'sulli't 'His-:" " Onle'- aB,ve at Wykehain Road; , Earl'ey, 
in Se,ptember (P.G.). A juvenile at Spencers Wood on. the late date of 

,19/12/78 weighed ~ lb. (about 350 gm) com.pared with adult weights of 
,', 900''':L2Qb- ,,'gtn :a'ctfu~(l'ing5.t o' sex.' a,np.. ~.~Jiqn:- (if,.s. w' • cr. ,A 'juvenile 'in: ,the 

For15ttry ' 'Gtirdabs:' 'a>t1600 ,oh ' ~3/6/'l9·. ;: tq~i :~l,;iV,~,' , nin(3','kil,leslbn ' ' 
r-o~;dst1it-ough'Ou-t 'the :y-f'JEfr,' i 'n Son~:i:ll.g .c~~, .Emme_{}reenand " , ' 

.. ~ . Cav·e·rsh·~·m: :paTl£:.t l ' _" • ~ ~ " ', ' .. -' " • . I , • .• . 

~. -
Nyct~al~~ n~ctu:la ' {Scnr~b~r'f :N8ct-ti\i:~\"" - '" " " 
About ten east of Theale gravel pits on 23/5/19 \ (:RDNHS exc;uraion). 
Se,veralsightings of up to twelve :hu.;rrting in , the Leighton park a~ea 

, during , May , aifd'J,utH~' CB. T. P.). ; :' " ~"::':'" ::, " ' 
, .. 
. Pi]istr-ellus ~i:Pi.strel111sGschro~er) ', 'Pipist:r&lle ' ,', , , 
One 'picked ..up dead o~ road at Goring 'Heath on 3/6/79 (B.T.P.) .. 

Plecotus auritus (lL,.) Long-eared Bat 
, Onc at Bracknell in late S€pte~ber (S . ..M • .I3.). 
, 't " .' " ' ' .. " () 

, , " -Vulpes \vulpes :Ir~ " , ,Fox ~'; , : .. ' , ', , ' .. , ,'," , 
, ' Thf.ge 'ctibs ·, a~ '·Ha.zeltnore Pit, Kid~ore ,'End, 23/6/79, one there three 

" ", d;:iys ~at~rl. " Three cubS romping, ±n; ~rk Wood,Mo9r Copse, 8/5/79 
, (r1r ; -' iindMri3' ~ Hblt '1>erE.M,.T.) ,seen {lgain by T. ' Hutt , on 19/5/79. 
One found killed on a poultry farm at Shurlo'ck How on 19/5/79 ' 
(H.J.C.) - they are said to be freque<nt v~sitors there. ' Seen near 
LQwburY:j Hi-1.l: ~.~ 27/l1/;7~ and at 'Thurl"e Downon.?;2/5/77 (P.G.). 
Many sigJlt,~ngs ,~F!, 'thQ , "~reapaIigbourne' ~Bradfield';'Ufton ... EarleY '(ntainly 
'a.round Slllham-) (P.G. ,. G.p.'R., ' B.T ~P . .; M.E.,' K.M.T.J. Foxe~heard or 

, ~ \ \ .t~ack-s , an.j < s:i,g~B ' pe~n· ""i~~j;. 'of Phec)t~n{fon on '23/12/7.8 ( HDNHS ,excur
,:: sion),at Ma.idep.egro.V,'~~,.Q~ ~5/~2/?8;' and on twelve occasionBwith up 

to three animals irlv'olv'ed i 'ri the Sdnning Comnion area. 

Meles meles (L.) Badger , . , , 
9n~! de:~(LatHareHa~p~9lJ" ~9I.tqj?~ ~(Ifr..-:Ayres). Several s,e.ttB ,in 

' the >S:\lJ,..h~are~" , iri ;uati j o;t:l;' t fle, ',earl-y ' 70's, are now abandoned CP ;G. ). 
A badger at Coombe Farm,-Wllit e'h\trch ; on '3/9/76. ,( P .G.). ~ S,ett q.t , 
Stoneycroft P~~tation, Whitchurch, much enlarged and adapted, with 
fwo to three adults and two cubs seen there in April (E.M.T.). An 



- 34 ',. 

albino at Whitchurch (B.L.). One at the Fisheries, Caversha,m-Wtwx-en, 
last seen on 31/8/79 (B.R.B. and M.B.). Active at Ke1mscott Clbse, 
.co,versham We.rr~,n, . throughout t!le cold weather ' (B .K.). . Set.t. in :' 
Hocketts, S~aw J)it, PetJpard,_ :!.n: use 4/11/78 • . A :badger.: .iibroad" iri -tU:t1 
da.y1ight at Borocourt bni6/b/79 : f1ed:tJu!"~e:a.bymy; dog. ·_ ,911e found 
dead ihWok,ingham oh 26/9l79 , ;( 'a , 'youngfaina1:e" as :so,·--often) ; (Mr. ' 
Kett1ewe11). One" deadoh'road';a 't Ccfne End (H.,.J .l-t.:B~:J. " . ' -

Mgstela erndAea L. Stoat 
LdWblfi'Y Hill 0 ,11 7/12./74, East Hendred Ddwn (dead) Qil. 2.3/1,1/7.5 , ~ l4>yer 
BasildoIlon 31/10/76 and ; this year ' at sulhlim on ,-2:7/8/79 a.nd , 1/9/?9~ 
(P ~G~J One cross'ing Gre'eti Dean Bottom on 15/2/7:9 ' (H.J~M.B.). . . . 

l;fast'elaevarsmanni . Les~~~ ,: -' Po;1eci;lt . Ferret 
One seen at Mays Green on ,13/3/79 , (K. J .A. } . ' 

Muste1s. niva1is L. Weasel ; . '." , ' ,' 
Up to three at Manor Flj.rm, 1975-77 t onebGtween T1dlnarsliaridthe ' 
Nautical ' Collage on 4/6/77, · two at Woolharnpton on4/6/?7~' two atSam 
Wood 31/7/77, one at Aldworth on 6/4/78 'and6ne -atWhiteltnight$in 
March 1979 (all P.G.). 

Mustela viSon Schrever Mink; .. · '" 
An a1binobesidet~e Kennet , and , Avon Ca:n~i tit' Th'ea:i'egravel piton 
19/1.0/75 (p~G.). . . 

"I" • 

. Leptis capensis Pa.1l. . .. Hare .' . .. .•. ... .. . . . ... . " , 
Eight at Aldwor,tlf on 13/1/79 (P.G.), three atShip~'ke (BoOT.P.), ., A 
leveret feeding On ha.wlcweEtd flowers at Ufton' Nerveto~ 2.7/6/79 . 
allowed B.T.~ to approach wit.hinfive metres. Tracks in snow frQ~ 
Peppard to Crowsley on 1/1/79. Up to eleven seen in fields north of 
Bishopsland Farm between 18/5/7~ ,and 25/7/79. One in woods at 
Boroc ourt on 13/7/79., . .. , '. " 

Oryct:olagus cuniculus (L.) Rabbit , ,_ 
Tracks and signs abundant throughout ,the ,Society',5 nr.ea, but actual 
numbers lower than usual, maximum te~on 9/5/79 at Bishopsland and 
Chalkhouse Green ,eigh t a tHaz.~l.J:Q.ore Pit , ' K:i:dmoreEnd;,:on 26/5/19;, 
never more than five at Crowsley Park. One case of myxomatosis '" 
noted. 

Rattus norvegicus Berk. Brown Rat 
E:()ur i:n . pulham Lane ,on 15/~/79t one dead at Lowb\1ry on 4/7/79 (p.~G.) 
O~e ' dead in Gun St. in December 19'78, , one dead in her 'garden'at 
Speric,er's ,Wo'pd ,on .10/12/78 (S.J~W.). ~ One defJ,d at Dunsden . on 12/5/79 
(B~T.P.). · : Thre.e dead iri :Nbvcmber and Dec.ember 1978 il;Lthe Son.nil?-g 
Common area. 

. . . 

Ap6demus sylvaticus(L.) ." W~od .Mouse , . 
' . Two ' disturbed from acompo~t heap at Kennylands,' Sonning Common, on 

7/4/79. ' One appare,ntly sick J~venile in . north Su;Lham Woods on ' 
8/9/79 (p; G. ), . One dead 'in New' Copse, \la11owstreeCommon, on ' 16/9/ 
(Mark Taplin). One dead :in 'E.I1.T~ 'sgardeh at Pnngbourrie on 25/fl/7 
also a nest and signs -of feeding' on C6toriea,sterb'erries probably by 
this species. 

Micro'mysminutus (L.) , .Harvest ·Mouse ' . 
Abandoned summer nests fotindi'n Gipsy La:rie , ;Ji:'aI"ley, on 21/4/79'by 
B.T.P~ · A colony in ' grassl~~(fliy;Whi.tekriightsLaketJ'ane'Andrewper 

. ~ P.G.),; 
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Arvicola amphibius (L.) Water Vole 
Present but not recorded at Theale gravel pits and Whiteknight~ 
Lake,' also' on SuI' broo}{ 'on ',16/6/79 (P.G.). , , 

". ,'" \ 

Mi~rQtue agrestis(~.) , $llQrt-t~~Ie-d Voie " , " 
Thealegravel pit 20/3/77, Thutle Down -22/51?7, , two ~t ' Ba.refo()ts 
Cops~, 'S~lham 13/4/79, one d~Eid in Little Heath ' Road, Til'ehurst 
15/8/79 ( P • G. ). • -' , , , 

ClethrionomY'sglareolus Schreber Bank Vole, - , ,, ' , " " 
Seen crossing Reades Lane, Sonning Common, on 2~/8/79.Dea.don road 
at Cleeve in August (B.T.P.), Bishopsland on 21/7/79 and CoppidHall, 
Binfield Heath, on 25/7/79. Even this handful of records is more 
than usual for this unobtrusive species which may have been abundant 
this year. ' 

Sciurus carolinensis Gmel. Grey Squirrel 
One seen and tracks found around Checkendon on 23/12/79 (RDNHS 
excursion). One at Chapel Hill on 1/6/78 after years of absence, 
common at Whitch,ur~h'H;ilil. on 5/7/75, S:ulham Woods and Whiteknights 
(P.G.). Widespread but in 'small , numbe:t-s(maximumtWo) around Bonning 
Common and in Emmer Green. 

Ce,rvu6 nippon Temm. Sika Deer 
Although emanating from .Hamp,s~ire, persiste,nt reports of a small 
herd of this species in an area-' formerly otten visit-ea' by the ' 
Society are of intere:etf a:nd- ' ~lf.: ' po:int j;qa fut:u,re colonisation of 
Berkshire following the footsteps of Roe ,Deer,:. One such repor:t , 
from P.G. records twelve or more Sika in Benyon's Enclosure on 
9/11/74. 

Dama dama(L.) Fallow Deer 
A doe crossing the road south of Net,tlebedon 14/2/79 (Mrs • Carter ). 
Up to three in Burnt Plattand Greyhon.es , WQ6(i;H:i.ghmd6r'~: in. ·ptebruary 
to March 1979 (Mrs. P. Leyland). Up to six Bcen in and around ' 
Crowsley Forest on many , oC,casions (recorder and ' B.l'.P. ) • ' The . for
ester here tells me that he has seen asmariyas twenty-eight , 
together. Four or five near Beech Farm, Hook-End, on 14/5/79. 
Tracks abundant west of Checkendon , on' 23/12!78 , (RDNHS excursion). 

Capreolus capreolus (L.) Roe Deer 
Peatpits Wood, Sulham on 6/9/75, Clay Copse 13/8/76 to 20/4/78, 
Vicarage Wood up t 'o thre'e ' from spring 1978 to 23/3/..79; one at Chapel 
Hill (P.G. et al. per P.G.). One at Bearwood on ,1/5/79 and 9/5/79 
(B.T .P~). One in ' Uogmo'or COpse oD. , 16/5/79 apd '"two inParkWood 
28/9/79 (E.M.T.). This species is evid~nj;ly . securely ,~sta1;llished in 
the Sulham (and probably Bradfield) a,rea. Itdoes ' not form herds 
like Sika or Fallow; the buck ~nd dOEr seentogethel'byE.MOoT. are 
typical. 

Muntiacus reevesi Og., , , :~~ntj~c , __ '. _ ' , ' .' " 
Two in Great Bear Wood, Bra'dfield', 'on 22/5/76 (p~-G-.). ' 'One on ' 
Ashampstead Common, 3/2/79 (Maureen Terry). Two at Crowsley Park on 
29/8/79 "otherwise only ,aingl"e , ~n~al_s seen or heard on fifteen occ
asions in woods around Sorfuing"'C:ODfmbh. " 11. milntjacappooached the 
recorder within a few yards at night on4/4/79t and Qn recognising 
him turned. and fled. " On reabllinga sa.fe distan.ceitbegantoutter 
the series , of barks characteristic of this species when dis,turbed. 

. .... ". 

The animal seen at , the , end ofA,ugu,s:t , 19-79 by Mrs. Thernstrom at 
Bin:f1eld- Rea th would appear from i t6 deacriptiontoha'lre be,en a 
muntjac '. 
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I . · . ~ 

The Recorder's Report for EntomoloS'Y ' l2.'78"';1979 

B. R. Baker 

OrderOrthopte;ra , (Crfckets & Grasshoppers) 

Tetrixen1bu1.ata ' (L. )Slehder: Ground-hopper 
WaolhamptoIi, ~June 2!2Iid. 

Order PB~c~Etera (Book-Lice) 

, Philotarsuspi:cieornis ,(Fabr.) 
CrawsleyForest, July ' 17th (H~H.C.). 

Es.a,udopsocue rostocki' Kolb,e 
Crowsley , ~orest,September 20th (H.H~C ~). 

!!:i~hbPSOCUS dtl+iiJMc~ ~ ) , 
Kennylands, 'May 'l~th ' CH. H.C . ). " 

" ' 

Order, Hemiptera. , , (PIEtnt Bugs" Aphids, Scale Insects , etc.) 

fegnotus limbbsus (Geaff.) 
Chalkhouse Green,September18th,appaars to be the first local 
recor,d, this ' century 'CH.H.C.). · 

' Gastrodes , grossipes ' ( DeG.) 
Kennylands, April 14th (H.H.C~). 

Aphrodes albifrons (L.) 
Crowsley F,ores,t, September 20th (H.H~C.). ' , I ' 

Order Neuroptera, " (Alder-flies, Sn~ke...;flies ,Lacewin'g~fli<€s) , 

Ra,phidi:!i)canthostitQtta Schummel ' 
Moor Copse Na tureReserve, May 27th .. ' Said to be a rare sped.es 
over' S. England. ' 

,Q§myltis' fuiv'i.6e~halu.s , (.scap.) , Giant Lacewing 
Moor ' Copse NatureReserve,May 27th. Disturbed from Alders at 
side of River Pang. 
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Order L8Pidoptera (Butterflies and Moths) ' 

Aphom~a sociella (L.) The Bee Moth 
A mass of co cOo ne br' this llloth was .submitte'li . to the , Mus~um :~~_t~e 

' He'a.:lth Ilepartment on Jantiary 25th havingbe,eIldiac-over e.Q witlicUf-, a 
dereli C' t settee stored in a garden shed inea,s,t,:Readi-ng,. , 'D~i:~$ 
March a;,-d. April sixty-six moths emerged. '. ',L'he caterpillars of the 
Bee_ ,Mot.h f~~~ ,qnthec,.omb of humble-bee,s' .and\oiaa:ps, . 1ienice an · '. 
unde't 'ec ;',ed' nes't- Llusif have , been in ,0l"veryclosetO', ' t<he ahed • . 

. " < ' •• '" , .. " . , 

" . " 

Zeuze:::~_2.1rin~ (L,) Leq,pard Moth , . , '. . 
Langlcy Hill" Tilehurst, 'July .25th, a female moth brought t6'the 
Museum foiiden:tificat{on (A.T.) ( Caver-sham,Ju:fY 1,7th' a 'nd 18-th, 
males in light-trap. , 

Pieris rapae (L.) Small White 
Tilehu:r.'st, December 4th ~(S ;,w;J. , Mrs. Wa,~d'sspecimen was very out 
of season and ,ori-e can orily preBUm~ 'that the chrysaiid.0f the 

. bu,tterfly was in SOIl)e s~e+~ered position and i.nduced to hatch in 
the mild wea'ther of early December • . 

. . . : .; . '." ,. : :"; . ' " , . '.. ,,' .. ~... . 

Hamearis lucina (L.) ~ke of BUl"gundy F~itillary 
Aston ,Upthorpe Reserve, June 6th (B.T;P.) • . • '.' ." 

. ,,", ' . ' .. . ' . ' . . ,.'.... .. . 
Apa tura iris CL.) Purple Emperor , : " . , 
Pamber .corest, . A.ugul;lt :i.4th, a female op~erved , c1inging to the top 
of a .sallow buso ~hi6hwas being subjected :to ~aetrong ' wirirl . 
( B • T • P. ) . ' " . . . , . ' ' " ' . ' .' 

Vanessa atalanta (L.) Red Admiral 
Few records of this inimigrant thi~ ' y~ar:' -Ea:t'i~i, ' AuguSt 8th 
(B. T • P. ); Caversham Road, September ' 15th,. ' six! specimens ' on 
buddleias; Matlock Road~ Caversham, October 6th,jCavers4am · 

'Court ,October 21st; , Pinkneys Green,Mard~nhead~ , NO'lember '5t'h 
( t.r ~ J ~ G ; H • );, . .. . , . 

Cynihia gardui (:L~) ,' 'Painted 'Lady ; • . . ' 
Ramsbury Driv-,?, Ea.rley,August 23rd(J.P.W~); Caversham Road, 
A:ugus~, 22nd, 'Septembe'l;' .,15th (two). ' . 

Agla.,is urticae (L.) . Small Tortbiseshe'll 
The second brood seems to have been particularly numerous, six at 
a time on buddleias in the ,Town; ., nine ont.he wall of a house ' in 
E1mhurst Rd., Septemberi4th (L.E~C.).Brqodsor larvae observed 
at Woodley, Earley, ' Kennet mouth alid Duke street, Readl.ng (B.T. P.) . 

.. lnachis io · CL. ) , I'eac oclt 
Ramsbury Drive ,: Earley , and Leigptoh Park, April1.3th; ' Bearwood, 
April 14th; '> Hardwick, April 27th; Aston Upthorpe-; June 6th; 
Earley on buddleias from August 10th onwal"d-s. Larval 'brbodeonly 
observed at Bix Bottom and Hartslbck: (B. ,T.P.) •. The, warm wa'..t:her 

" : , ' .. 'produced'Somela.te records: - Upper . ,W~x:ren Avenu~ ,November: 28th 
(H.G.B.I; st. L,aurence' .sChurchyard, December3rd; Blagrave 
Street, Reading, ', De.cember 10th. ' . 

. . . . . . " . . 
; " 

PolY~9:r.~ia c-album (L.) The Comma 
Beal"'lOod, April 14th several; ., Ea~leY" IJuly 15th, August 15th 
(B.T.P , ); Matlock Road,Caversham" October ' 12th, 14th arid 18th. 

Bolo!:~_~_~e1ene (D. & S .). ' ' s~all Pearl-bord~red Fri tiilary 
. Watli,ngton Hill, Augus1; 28th ( T.J ~~~R .). At this late date this 
record can oniy refer to a second'~br06d spe~imen. . 

Achlya flavicornis (L.) Yellow'H~rned " 
Moor Copse Nature Reserve, March 24th (new Reserve record). 
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Orth6nama 0 bstipa to. (Fa br.) - The Gem'," 
Caversham, June 3rd. 

• j 

Xanthorhoe- guadrifas'iatt3i ( Cl.) Large Tw1n-spot Carp~t 
Ti:le-hurst " ,July- 10th, ' 24th-;- Basildon Pa-rk, August 15th; Kintbury, 
~ugust 10th (N .. H .:) .. -

' ChlCl!'oclYstf;t; c~~ata CL.) Dark, M,arble~ Garpe,t 
Caversham., : June 24th, July 2nd; Aldermaston,July27th (G.E-Fj 
K.H~P.j P.S;);- Kintbury ', AUgUst lOth (N'.H.)". :' ' 

Th-era varia.,ta.- (I!. & S.) , Spruce Ca~pet ' _" 
Al,dermaston, October 23rd, _ 28th (G :E':'F ';K:H.P. jP.S.). 

> .-". . ' v, " • ~ • • " • • ' •• •• • • • 

Catarhoe cuculata (Hufn.) Royal Mantle 
Tilehurst, July 10th (N.H.). 

Rheumapt~ra u'ndulata (L.) Scallop ' Shell ' 
Earlel, July 19thj.(N.H.-); Kintbury, July 7th (M.B.). 

Philer~me tran~versata (Hufn~)ssp,;' ~ritanni'ca: Lem~ke .. Dark Umber 
Southcote, July 19th, 22nd, 23rdj Ea:rl-ey~July 22nd (N.H.). 

Eupithecia ten~ia~a. -(HUbn.) SleriderPug 
Kintbury, August lOth (N'-H.); Earley, July 2nd; ' Tilehurst, July 
17th, August 6th (N.H.). 

, ' . . .- \ " 

, Eupithecia insigniat~ : (~Ubn~) I>iIli6n-spott~d ~g ~ 
Fairmile, June 3rd (P.D.); ' Fairinile, June 4th (N.H.)';·', Larvae 
discovered in the same locality during July (M.B.). 

~upi thecia . valerianata , (HUbn.) ,. Vaierian Pug 
KintburYJ~une29th(N.H.). 

Chlorodlystis chloerata ' (Mab. ) :, Sloe Pug 
Mi:d.derihead 'Thicket , larvae ; during May ' (M. B.); Moor Copse Nature 
Reserve, larvae plentiful on sloe, May 5th (new Rese~ve~eco~d)j 
Aldermaston, July 4th, lOth (G.E-Fj K.H.P.; P.S.) ,j Basildon Park, 
July 5th (N.. H .• ) .. This Pug was recogp-i~ed as a. ' speci'esnew to 
Britain as recently as 1971, the adult , appon.ring very similar to 
C. rectangulata (L.) the Green Pug~ The larvae are '''il€ry distinc
tive and the above records indicate that the species is widespread 
in Berkshire'~' 

C·epphis . advenaria ~ ,( HU.bn. ) " Li ttleThorn , . ' 
Al.dermaston" June 17~h (G.E:"F'( K.H .P. ; P.S.) • 

Sphinx ligustr! L. ~rivet Hawkmoth 
Fairmile, BerkshireDowns"Jun~ 4thjWatlington Hill, twolarvaej 
Shirbur~ Hiil, . three' eggs jHartslock l'iatureReserve~ eggs and 

, sJllaJ;l larv,e.e CB.T • P .).. , 

.' FUrcula ' bifida (Brahin.J " " Poplar Kitten 
5ilcheeter' Common, ' a' first'sta.ge larva di:scovered on Aspen (B,.T .P.). 

Ptii~dodtellacuculiina(D'.& S.) Maple Pr,ominent 
Tilehurst, June 27thTN.H.); Pinkneys Green:', Maidenhead, July 11th 
(T.J.G.H.). 

Glostera ' cu'J'~uia (L.Y- . ' Gl1ocol/?-te-tip ( . 
Bearwood, ' September,' one " iarva.~ , CB ~T. P.) • 

Leucoma salicis (L.) . ' White ' Satin 
Cavershrun, July' 1st; Basi!,<l9D. Park,Julf '5th (N.H-.) ; 
July 7th; Earley ~ July 6th (N .11.) • 

. ' . .~ .. 

Kintbury, 



Agrotis cinerea (D. &, S • .) , Light Feathered Rust~ 
Fairmile, June 4th (N.H .) 

Xestiarhomboidea (Esp.) Square Spotted Clay 
Caversham, August 5th; Basildon Park, August 15th, four examples 
(N.H.). 

Hadena compta (D. & S.) Varied Coronet ", 
Earley, June 23rd, .27th (N.H-.);.Tilehurst~July3rd.; loth (N.H.); 
Caversham, July 1st; Pinkneys Green, Mafd<mhead, 'July lOth ' 
(T.J.G.H.). • . 

Orthosia populeti (Fabr.) Lead Colour'ed Drab 
Maidenhead Thicket, April 8th, several examples (M.B.; N.H.; M.S.). 

Myth~na: 'obsoleta ' (HUbn~') , " Obscure Wainscot 
Kintbury, June 29th, July 7th, a well established colony (N.H.). 

" Lithophane: seridbrunnea ,{Haw,) TC!-wnl, F:i,n:1.on 
Caversham, April 9th, October 19th. ' , 

Li thophane leautieri (Boi~d, t)1 . ' ,Bl:.a:Lr's ShOulde'r-~ot , 
Pinkney's Green, Maidenhead, September 30th (T.J~G.H.); Southcote, 
October 9th (N.H.); Aldermaston, Octbber18th(G.E-F1· K.H;P ... ; 
P.S.); Emmer Green, October (J;,H.F~N~). ' ' 

Xanthia gilvago (D. & S.) Dusky Lemon Eallow, 
Caversham, September 25th. 

Ipimorpha subtusa (D. & S.) The O~ive , .. " 
Aldermaston, July 27th (G.E.;:.F; ; ;K ;.H~P. ;"' P~S.) ~ " 

Dicycla 00 (L.) The ' Heart Moth ; ::' 'J ~ . 
Aldermaston, July 26th (G ·.E;"F :;·lLH~P:.; PO'S.). 

Cosmia diffinis (L.) White-spot Pinion " 
Caversham, August 30th, September 8th,~ : 

Apame~ sublustris (Esp.) Reddish Light Arches '. 
Pinkneys Green, Maidenhead, July '9th (T.J.G.H.). 

Oligia versicolor (Borkh.). Rufous Hinor , . " 
Aldermaston, July 3rd, 23rd, (G.E-F; ' K,.H.P. ; ' P~$.)·. _l . This ' species 
has a variable wing pattern and, can , easily· beconfu,sed with 
O. strigilis (L.) Marblp'd Minor and , id thO:. lo.truncula (D~ & S.) 
Tawny Marbled Minor. Accurate determination can only ' be ' m:a:de by 

, examination. of the genitalia. ThoAldermi;l$ton specimens appear to 
be the first authenticated 'Berkshire reeordings. ' ," , '., 

Chilodes maritimus ('!'ausch.) Silky Wainscot 
Kintbury, June 29th '(ti.R.'. 

, Diachr;y:sia chryson CaUpn.) Scarce Burnished Brass 
Kintbury, Atigttst :l.:Oth (N .110) September 28th, several :small larvae 
on Eupatori~ cannabinum (M.B.). 

AutograPha bractea (D •. _ & S.) Gol.d Spangle . 
Tilehurst, ' July 16th,al

, 's:ingleexampo1.ei:n 'mercury vapour light-trap 
, (N .H.). 'This' iS a retnarkiib-le record and a new 'one for , the County. 
, This" ri"oth 'O'c:cu'rsin 'S'cofl'~hCl,: !Ereland, t'he ,north of, Engla,nd and 
Wale's wbth occa..aicina'l records "0£ "wtin~erers elsewhere. It is not 
one of the recognisedf.nlmf'grdnt 8pe'Oie$'. 

parascotj,e::fUl:lg1;narla{L.) · Wav.~d Black' 
EarleYi July . 22nd · O~.H. )~> 



Sahrankia taetd.:alis( HUbn'.) v/nita-line Snou:t ' 
Kintbury~uly~th (A.J.H.). 

Order Coleoptera 

MycetaeL:t;=!-J'j;a (Marsh.): , ," 
, Reading,- January' 25t'h:;' ' in '.a; 'damp 'house CiLli.c,.h 

Triplax aenea (Schall.) 
Crowsley Forest, Septembe~ 7th ,on dead birch (H.H.C.). " 

" :.H 

Order Hymen~ptera (Saw-flies, Ichneumon-flies "Bees, Ants and Wasp .. . ~ . ; ... : .. : . . . ", 

Xiphydria camel-us (L.) , ' 
Mortimer West End, JulY '{W.13;). The' firstrecord f ,or,/ manY .yea,.rs. 

Amet_astegia 'palli...Ee~(Sp~~) " " 
ChalkhouseGre'en, June 12th (H.H.C.) ... ~ " 

Pri9~or~s laevifronsBenson , 
Kennylands, April 30th (H.~.C~). 

Amauronematus fasciatWLKon. 
Crowsley Forest, l"lay 9th (H~H.C.L 

Pontania viminalis (L.) , , ' 
Kintbury, July 7th, . 1~rva , (A.~.B.). 

Halictus nitidiusculus (Kirby) , 
Crowsley Forest, Au~st 291;.1:1 (11 ~H.c ~). 
Sphecodcs longulus v. Jing, • . ,'. , " ' 
Crowsley Forest, August 29th ~H.H.C.)~ 

Nomada hillana (Kirby) 
Wokefield Common Fish pond"June 12th (.:r~J.). 

Acolobus sericeus Wesm. , ' 
. Goring Hea th~ ·. J 111y 22Tld, ,197.2 ' (E. B. ) • 

Barichnewnoil heracliana ' (Bridg.) 
' Cha:lkhou'se Green, Septem? er 4th ' (H .H.C. ) .' 

Cratichneumon albifrons Steph. ",' , ', ' 
Crowsley Forest, ,June 6th , Chalkh'ousG' Green, June 12th (H. H. C.) • 

Liposthenus latreil1ei' (I):i..ef.J . , ' 
Crowsley Forest, July 3rd (galls) (~.H.C.). " - . 

.., .. . ' '. 

Periclistus , brandti'i(R~tz.) 
Kennylarids', June, ,eoet'$ed from a gall of D;i.p,lolepis ro'sae - found . 
there on May 16th (H.H.C.). " ' , 

Andr!.£,us qu~;:,cus-caliois : , ( Burgs.) . 
}lr. Carter's request for'repo~ts of galled acor:ns , brought.: forth an 
abundant response • Reports;:, .,or spocimena, we I'll r'ec-iivedfI'om the 
following locali.ti.es: - ,:ae13,I"Wopd t, Apr1114th i Whi'tekn.i'glits, 
October (B.T.P.,).:, Tiloh1.Jrs-t, (S.W.J. Devil's Highway, October 
(R.M. ) • A.W .R.E. Alde,rm€\ston; We;Llington G()ll~.ge,Sep'tember 9th 
(G.E-F.). Mortimer W~st End, Hants; Kennylands, September 27th 
(H.H.C.). Earley (Pepper Lane, RadstockLarie, .WokingbamRoad), 
November 2nd and Reading (Upper Redlands' ,Road) ont~:e ' same ,date 
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(L.E.C.) • Nettlebed Woods near A .422. ,OotoQer : 18:t;h .. ~'!!~~:Htt 
(L.E.C.). At Crowsley Forest where th.e specie:s ,has ",been estab- r 

lished for some years, 80% or more of the acorns in infest.~d tr~e8 
were aborted. .. " . --=- - ' - • 

. ~L j: r 
Andricus lignicola (Hartig) 
This gall-maker is another newcQme~ to Bri tain " fi~~t ·~~e:C~~, ~ .;~ 
for certain in 1972 and now widespread in the south~eaBt. -- Th~-

, gall resembles a small marble gall but has" 'a, .r.ough i p reg\ilar 'su
facewi th scars left by the bud" scales • FBund in Crowsley For ei t 
on Quercus robur in 1978, and in College Wood onQ. petraea:-; on : ~ 
December 2nd, 1979 (H.H.C.). 

. ~ ; 

Order Diptera (True Flies) 

In the following records ' 6'f this ' Order 'there· arc a number : >' 

referring to earlier years. Identifications could no~ be madaat 
the time due to lack of the rel~v~nt keys. 

Ctenophora pectinicornis . (~.) 
Moor Copse Nature Reserte /J\Hle · l?th (M.O. ). ' ' 

C. flaveolata (Fapr.) 
Windsor Forest, June i~t,' 1975 · (P.J.O.~ ~ 

Neither species is new to pur local records .butthese' :splehdid:' 
and uncommon flies always merit a mentioil (H.H.C.,)~ " ' ',", .: .. . . 

Molophilus occultus Me~j. 
Pamber Forest, July.lOth,196'.5 {J .H.C .). 

Pericoma avicularia Tonn. 
Crowsley Forest, July 3rd (H.R.C,.). ' 

Forcipomyia ciliata (Winn.) .. , . ,. , ;. 
College Road, Reading, ' August 1st, 1973 (E •. B.) . ' ~ 

F. solonensis Wirth 
'Starvale', Woke field Common,April 

Atrichopogon lucorum (Mg.) 
Nuney Gre en, Muy 18th, 1972 (E . ~B. ) • 

Cricotopus annulator Goet. 
Forbury, April 19th (H.R.C.). 

Chaetocladius piger (Goet.) , 
County Lock, Reading, September 4th (H~H.b.)~ 

Rhagio strigosus (Mg.) 
Crowsley Forest, July 10th (H.H.C.). N0tanew rec'OrQ-but, rare 
enough to be noteworthy. 

Laphria marginata (L.) 
Pamber Forest, July 10th (P.N.C.). Status as pz-ecedin&, species,. 

. . ... :. . . , -. ~ 

Platypalpus cla1"ancluB ' (ColI.) 
Pamber Forest, July 10th, 1965 (J.H.C.). . , _ 1 

Leptopeza flavipes (Mg.) 
Goring Heath, November 1st, 1968 (E.B.). , ' , : .... 

Eudorylas jenkinB6ni ~ Coe 
Crowsley Forest, August 21st (H.H.C.). 
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Ma'gasy'rphua: q.nnUlipes ,(Zett.) , ' ,' ' ' 
Windsor Forest, " June ~ 8th (C. Met ~ ).' 

N~oa~eia a.eriea ' (Mg~) " 
Tidmarsh, June 23rd, 1963 (J.H.C.). 

. . ",,' 

Pocota personate. (Harr~~) .. " ' 
Windsorfcirest; ·' Jl.me~th, 1978 · (-P~J;C. ); ';Jtitie 2nd, 1979 (C .McL. ) • 

, ..' ~ . .. ' , .: . . ,; .. ; . : ' ,~ ". ' 

Leopoldills >'signatUE! !:Wie.q.) :, ,L ,' < ': ,',"",."" " " 1 .' '," ; - ," • 

,', Frilfo%,d"September .a7th, 0 Qctop~r :.?:Ls~ (G. V.); : Mortimer West ,End, 
October 7th (~" .RAiM. L , ": ' ' ' .. , ' ' _ .. 
Myopa extricata ColI. , 
Goring, April 17th, 1960; 
April 24th, 1960 (J.H.C.). 

M. testacea (L.) 

. " ._" ' . .. 
April 29th, 1964 (J.H.C.). 

Goring, : April 30th, 196Q;)\pril . 29th, 1964 (J.H.C.). 

Psila obscur:l. tar's is 'LoEiw ,; .' 
Tidmarsh, June 19th, 1965(J~H.C' '-). -

Sapromyza obsoleta Fall. ' , ' " ', ' 
College Road, Reading:~. JuJ,.yl:9th, 1974 (E' .B~ ): .• 

? quadripunctata L. 
College Road, Reading, Octo:ber lst,1979 (E.B.). 

Su:illd.a i.mberbis Cz~ , :' ," , ' , 
Goring Heath, OctbbBr3rd~1969 (E.B.). ' ;, ,., 

~:.Heteromyza oculata Fall.. ' , , ", , ' " .' 
College Road, Reading, Dc t,ob.er, 17th, 19,73 <E~B.). 

Heleomyza dupliciseta (Strobl) , .' " 
Chazey Heath, April 11th, 197P ,(H.H.:C.). 

Leptocera limosa (Fall.) 
Rose Hill Pond, EmmerGre~n, J:uly, 27th (H.I{.C.). 

Lonchaea fumosa Egg. 
Nuney Gre.en, ,July 6th, 19.74- (H. ,H.C.). 

Piophila foveolata Mg. 
Chalkhouse Green, May 18th (ll.-a:.q .) .• 
Periscelis annulata (Fall.) 
Goring, July 30th, 1964 (J.H.C.). 

Psilopa nitidula (Fall.) 
Aston Tirrold, April ,18th, ~96~ (J.ij.~.}. 

~ydrelli~ obscura (Mg.) 
Streatl:e'y~JulY; 1st, 1965 (J~H.C.). 

H. modesta Loew 
Goring, May 20th, 1964 (J.H.C.). 

' Par~~'C;eniEl 'fumbsa CSterth ~) • ·f · 

Rose Hill Pond, Emmer Green, July 27th (-H.R.C.). 

Drosophila helvetica Burla 
Kennylanda, September 6th (H.~.C.). 

Paraphytomyza trivittata ' (Loew) " " 
College Road, Reading, October 6th, 1974 (E.~.)~ 

Hartslock, 

, 1 
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' Phania funesta (Mg.) · ", , 
Chalkhouse Green, May 25th (H.H.C.). 

pep;ohylemlia 'brunneilinea , (Zett.) 
Moor Copse Nature Reserve, June lOth, 1975 (H.H.C.). ' 

Lasiomma melania Ack. 
Goring Heath, April 19th, 1969; July 17th, 1971 (E.D.). 

L. nitidicauda (Zett.) 
Goring Heath, August 23rd, 1972; College Road, Reading, September 
4th, 1970, June 20th, 1975; Wok~tfi~l!LQo~on, Apri~ 10th, .. 19.74 
(E.B.), and (H.H.C.). 

, , ' 

L. OQt,oguttatum, (Zet.t.) 
Moor Copse Nature Reserve, June 10th, ),975 (H.U.C.). 

Phorbia curv'icauda (Zett.) , 
Whitekni~hts,~ay 23rd,1976(R~G~L~). 

P. seeuria ' T-;iens .' ' " -. ' 
Whiteknigllts, Mo.y23~d, i9?b~.R.G.t.). . , 
Nupedia nigroscutellata (Stein.) 
Tilehurst, May 23rd, 1975 (R.G.L.). 

Emmesomyia vil1ica. O·lg.) 
College Road, Reading, May 4th, 1972 (E.B.). 

Pegomla albimargo(Pd.) 
Goring Heath, May 1st, 1972 (E.B.). 

P . 'caesia_$tein ,-. . , " " , 
GoringHe~th, M~y '17th, 1972 '(E.B".). 

P. haemQrrhoa (Zett.) 
Goring Heath, April 25th'" 1972' (E.B.;). 

P. i.nte~rp.ptella(Zett..) . . " ,, " ,' .. _. ' \ " 
Tilehllr&t., May- 23rd, , 1.975 (R. G.L. ). • " _' 

P. seta~'ia (Mg. )-, 
Goring Heath, May '16th ,','1974 (E.B'.); .Tilehurst, May 23rd , 1975 
( R. G ~L • ) . ,. , , , 

P. versicolQr (Mg~) 
Tilehur,st ,May. 23r.d, 19i5 (H.G .1,:. ':). 

Fannia ' sca.larig" (Fabr.) 
Wold.ngham, October, 1979 ' (P.P.). 

F. umbrosa (Stein) 
Crowsley ForeJrt, July lOth, (H.H • .c.). 

, , 

Hydr!cjtaea 'cin'erea ~Rob. -Des. ' 
Crowsley Forest, October 2nd. (H.H.C.). 

Phaonia fusca (Meade) 
Chalkhouse Green, April 27th (H.H.C.). 

Coenosia alIeni Fons. 
Chalkhouse Green, September 21st (H.H.C.). 

Order Qiphonaptera (Fleas) 

Paraceras melis (Walk.) 
Kennylands, April 30th. Found on a dog which had picked them up 
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somewhere in the Sonning Common area (H_H.C.). 

Unless the · contrary is stated, ' ali the ' above ' reportsrel~ting 
to Coleoptera, Diptera and Siphonaptera are of sPecies not previous
ly rec orded in . the .Reading area. 

" 

The ' S.o,c6~ty IS Entomologicl;ll Eveping ;. 

This was again enjoyed in the same locality on the Weli Darn ' 
Estate as visited in 1978 tmd our thailks are dueto .!the ' Est'ate ' for 
perm.ssion to enter and operate lamps-and moth tra:ps. ' Thev1sit 
was made on the night of June 22nd and at this earlier . date .we . 
hoped to record a few species 1l0't seen in 1978. 'With-aclear s-lcy ' 
temperatures dropped during the night and insect flight was not so 
marked as on our previous viQ.;i. t ~ However, Poplar Hawk ' an<t~ Li'i>bs.tet 
moth paid us a visit, both be'itl~runre presented:' the previ-oue ; year .. 

Contributors 

The Recorder would like to thank the following ' membe;rs and 
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Cole (J.H.C.); P. Davey (P.D.); 'Lt~ Col.G~ G.Eastwick-Fi'eld 
(G.E-F.); N. Hall (N.H.); T.J~.G. Homer (T.J.G.H.); A • . J. 
Halstead,. (A.J.H.)j J. ·James (J .. J.J; R • .G. Leeke (H.G.L.); · ~j3' . ~ R. 
Morris (R.M.); S. R. Miles (S.R.M.)j C. Mc Lean (C.M'cL.); J.H. ·F. 
Notton (J.H.F.N.)j B. T. Parsons (B.T.P.); K. H. Pinnock '(K.H.P.); 
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WEATHER RECORDS . 12Z2 . 
.. 

contributed by M. Parry 

SUTlQl: IlAOING UNIVE~lTY 
j 

. . 
~ -- . 

I . ! I · I T I JJNE 
I 

AUG. fSEPT • i.' JAN. 1 FEB. WlR. APR. lW\y IJJLY OCT. NOV. DEC. YEAR 

IOM WlX. 3.3 3J . 8.4 12.1 15.0 18.2 21.6 19.8 18.4 15.6 10.3 8.7 12.9 
1----

.ILY MIN. -3.3 -1.2 1 .• 6 4.2 6.0 10.0 12.1 10.8 . 8 .• 9 7.8 3.1·· 3.6 5.3 
~1015 ION 0.0 1.4 5.0 8.2 10.5 14.1 16.9 1503 13.7 11.7 6.7 6.2 9.1 

RANII 6.6 5.1 6.8 7.9 9--/) 8.2 . 9.5 9.0 ~.5 7.8 7.7- 5.1 7.6 -- N 

, E. If.X. 8.0 8.8 12.8 21.7 25.0 -25.0 'lJ .2 25.0 24.5 20.2 14.4 14.6 29")' 
.---- -

EDIM ,DATE . 7 . 27 . 11 15 15 19 27 . 30 6 8 3,4 . 5 .lJly 27 
mmlnJl6 E. MIN. .. 9.8 -.5.5 -3.7 -2.1 -0.8 5.7 8.7 3.4 12.8 003 ! -4.3 -,.0 -9.8 't 

DATE 3 25 24 3 3 1 2,3 28 Z3 28 13 25 Jan. 3 .. 
- J . E. GRASS MIN • . -16.1 -13.8 -12.1 -8.4 -8.4 -0.7 2~2 -1.8 -3.,9 -4.8 -9.7 -11.4 -16.1 

DATE 3 25 24 3 4 1 2 . 28 23 28 13 25 Jan. 3 
.. -

DAYS WITH FROST 24 17 6 4 2 0 0 0 0 
, 

0 7 6 66 - --
DAYS WITH GROOND Flmr . 29 , 28 19 12 11 1 0 . 1 '6 . 6 19 13 145 _. 

DISH I HE I SUM. ' 67.4 .53.1 . . 93.2 122.1 199.9 147.5 191.4 179.2 160~7 124.1 67 .8 57.5 1463.9 
lUllS ... __ .. _--

% POSS. 27 19 25 29 42 30 39 40 42 37 25 23 31 

DAILY MEAN 2.2 __ 1.9 3~0 " 4.1 6.5 4.9 6.2 5.8 5.4 4.0 2.3 1.9- 4.0 

IEIPITATION AMWNT I 51 47 1{)6 69 103 28 19 34 13 57 53 85 665 
i' .... 

RA IN DAYS 1 __ .17 1 15 21 17 21 13 6 .. . 13 7 14 16 18 178 .. -.. , 
fA/lX. RA IN I 8.41 14.41 IN 1 DAY 9.2 16.9 . 12.8 18.7 1003 7.9 9.6 4.9 12.7 22.1 22.1 . 
DATE f i 91 1 • 13 23 20 7 . 28 8 19 25 6 27 Dec. 27 

T IlJN (f COOSECUTl VE .'( .. 
n RAIN DAYS I 5 6 10 6 11 4 4 '3 2 3 6 6 

lEST fUN (f CONSEaJTIVE 
I . DRY DAYS . 5 4 2 .' 6 4 5 15 6 15 6 3 1 15 -----SNOW OR SLEET DAYS 9 8 7 1 1 0 0 0 - 0 0 1 3 30 .-

DAYS SNOW LYING 14 7 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 o I 0 0 Z3 

IISIBllITY I FOG AT ! 
01 1 0900 G.M.T. 1 5 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 4 0 16 

_T(H1 ~EAYS OF TIU~E~ 0 0 0 2 3 . . 1 0 1 0 0 0 - f 8 
ItTIYITY • t 

1 2 1 1 0 0 0 o t 0 0 5 DAYS (f' HAIL I 0 , 0 
i I I i 



January 

Uarch " ' 

June -

l@Hl'HLYcWEA!l'liER ,NOTES,. t279 

M~Parry 

Coldest sinde 196.3 and the th:ird doldeEit since 'b~fote 1921 ' When 
Universi,ty ,recordB began ( 1940 was seoond COld~s,:j;} ,3t degrees C. 
colder than average. Some clear calm days, so StUlshine hours 
higher than uB\l8,l. , ,Ondrj 'side. 

Again, ' col'destSince1963 ' (moan temperature,, ~. degreesC. below 
av~ci.g~~Cold N.a,nd NE winds dominated. , Average rainfall J . . 

rather. dull. · ' " , ,' " 

, stili colddr i!h.iD ;, n~~(byabout 1d@gI"oO C.), but more wester 
dis~turbed ;v:eathc:r. , ycrywet (wettest '~:i.ncc- iku-ch 1947) arid eml.t . 

- ' . . . . .. ~ 
. . . " . 

Still on the cool sido, despite a vmrm,Easter w~ekend. ' Rathe,l" ' 
:Wet. ~ . . .,,} 

Again cool~ but so~warm" sunny days llround roid-lhonth,.; Very 
uns,e:ttlcd and more thbll twice as wet as usual; , 30th ,was marked 
by SOIOO ver:y intensive dmmpo~s, ', including tI. fall of4mm. in 
4 minutes. ' 

Sixth successive nonth with belmv-n.veragetempera.'tures, despite 
n warm Spolliri the third week. LSss "thanavera.ge rninf'a.11, 
yctnuc~ cloud tlIld law sunshine; total. ' 

. ' , F:U:-st~r.;.;than-avcrage month of the yeaI' (and ' only slightly); 
:: " .. '.: ' :, _ , pi'ov~de9-~~,~~~ wa.rIOOst~ of thoyenr ~29.2 dogr'oes C. (85 de 

" F.) . , on 27th. Very dry but orily ['.verage sunshino. , ' " 

Sopterriber 

October 

November , ", 

" De'cembor ",. 

, ' 
, , 

, Cool, again (1 , degree C • • below averago )" wi. th ,highest cloy t'eiIlpera: 
no better than l&-,y' s, yet rainfn.ll 1mS illso below :l'vcro.ze ond 
; sunshine ' a < little above. 'SeveresWiIDlor gale tar'l'i:u-ds ' mid-nonth 
gave, Wind gust • of 53 rnph (strongest Au...:,r..ust gust for 17 yec.rs). 

Slightly on the cool side. very ai-y (including ', e. drought perio , 
' Md sunzv:. 

Rather" mild, though no exceptioneJ.1y WDrI:l de.y~.Drier than 
e.verage a.nd sunny. 

, Average ,temperatures, but aguin on , the 'Clry side; 6th : 
, consecutive raonthwith beloW-avero.gc rdnf1ill; 

Ifft1dnndwet, with sunshine also aboy:caverage. " Windy ,w:i th 
64 rJPl1. gust " on ,9th. " , 
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