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Hyoscyamus -niger. L. e 10 . Henbane;.
On disturbed ground.at Junction of, new pepmpﬁgral roaﬁ aﬂﬂ

. Shinfield Road, 26.7.78. Crmern . JA
*Nicandra physalodes ('L.) Gaertn. cw ;-1'-"fwmi“w
Rafe, at Sutton's old trial grounds ’ J«_'- .3',51: f.j:§JMB
'Datura ‘straporium L.~ & 0 o Thorn-apple L2 dnuor
In the garden of Mr. Prior at Charvil, fruiting 8.9,77.
Verbascun thapéus L Aaron's Rod . Great: Mullein 70T
01d chalkpit on north side’ bf-Crowsley Forest, not’-séen ‘
here-before, 2L7.78. _ : . .. HCO

Antirrhinum orontium L. Weasél's Snout’ :1Lessbm Snéparagbn
In areble:.field. by footpath fromiFlowercroft.Wood ta, .

Peppard Church, 21.7.78. T Piaacng :
Chaenorhinum minus- (L.) Lange. Small Toadflax il ;

In arable.field by footpath from Flowercroft Wood to " ™
Peppard Church R@La7:078+ v a4 o HC
~*Serophularia vernalis L. Yellow Figwort L
Bénfire site in Whiteknights Park: s%ill locally frequehi _
at_ Bucklebury. ' -~ Lo Sy _,. ﬁJMB

Veronica secutellata L. Marsh SpeedWell
By pond, on tep .of, 8ulham Hill... - wE U j”_ . HJMB
“Rhinanthus’ miner Lo~ - - 0 -0 Yellow Rattle“”

-\

Centre clearing,- Crowsley Forest 21 7 78 - (o
Odontites jambertiana B T e I s
This yellow-flowered plant survives at Aldermaston: whére
it was recorded as ‘D. lutea several years: ago\(see

Reading Naturalist Now 18 p.: 40edes oo .o 7 ':;;ﬁﬁJME

Orobanche elatior Sutton Tall Broomrape -
T S Knapweed.. Broomrape ,§:¢
Ridgway, nea£¢Whitehor§e-Hill,,pgr351tlc_op Knapwegdyu :

- N.H.S. excursion. iiiem jHJMB |
Orobanche: minor. Sm+. . - Commog:Broomrape . . .- '
Ashampstead, 15.7.78. . 'W””iff'LEC

‘Véfbena offlclnalls L. .. . 'J_HVétvaiﬁ:; _ ,i f:;
"Bug's Bottoﬁ“ Caversham..h_"f_ Co RS TRL T HEEi gMS
:Mentha arvensis L. " Corn M;ptgfi,_ffJ:_.xyii
Crowell Hill Farm, 26.8.78. .. .x- " LEC.
Stachys axvens&w (L Y L.. Field Woundwort =~~~
Crowell Hill Farm, 26.8,28:- :. .. - = ... . . . -+ LEC

@Hleopsis bifida Boenn. . A
In woodland clearings, Padworth Gully, N.H.S. excursion: HJMB

Plantago coronopus L. Buck's=horn Plantain
Frequent at Sutton's old trial grounds. HJMB

+Galinsoga ciliata (Raf.) Blake Shaggy Soldier
Frequent at Sutton's old trial grounds. HJMB
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Senecio integrifolius (L.) Clairv. Field Fleawort.

_About five hundred plants on Whltehorse Hill N H S.
excursion. . : HJMB

_ Chrysanthemum vulgare (L.) Bernh'-~7' Tansyb” T
‘Ashampstead, 15.7.78. e Lo 1LEC
Rough slope, adjoining the Hemdean Road end of !'Bug's .,

. Bottom", Caversham. - . _ T A ,U"ﬂ "Fg AMS
Cichorium: intybus. L. : Chlcory e
Near Christchurch Roads Readlng, 19 7.78. P

" Picris echioides L. Brmstly Oxtongue -

Ashampstead,- 15.7.78; Drayton St. Leonard 17.7. 78 LEC
*Cicerbita’ macrophxlla (Willd.): Wallr Blue Sow-thistle '

‘Ashampstead, 15.7.78. - . LEC
Epipactls'hellebnrine~(L.) Crantzi 'v'Broad;leaved’ '

' . Helleborine ¥
‘Lower part of Padworth Gully; plantation E. of Whitehorse'
Hill, N.H.S. excursion. . .. ... HJMB
Aldermaston Soke: (found by, Mrs..FQrd);;; Lo .. TUUHCS
‘Neottia nidus-avis (L ) Rich. Bird's-nest Orchid’
Wyfold Copse, = . R I ﬂC;
Coeloglossum viride (L.) Hartm. . 'Frog -Orchid - o
Rather scarce on Whitehorse Hill, N.H.S. excursion. HJMB
' Orchis mascula (L.)- L. : - Barly-purple Orchid
Large numbers this year in coppice at Moor Copse ) B
Reserve.. . . .. : : . Wl EMT
_Anacamptis pyramldalls (L ) Rlch. o Pyramidal Orchid
‘Footpath from Flowersroft Weod to Kent's Hlll, '_,m*-.u.”.
21.7.78. o L " HC|
Carex vesicaria L, o Bladder-Sedge ' N
In dry pond on top of Sulham Hill (shown: to me by -

M. Sell). e - -« HIMB
Carex strigosa 'Huds. Thin-spiked Wood=-

B . _ ~pedge
Wet woodland rides, Poor Copse. HJIMB

:-Catabrosa aquatica (L ) Beauv. o Whorl grass SO
Locally dominant near Blue Pool, Stanford Dingley,
. N.H.S. excursion. o . 'HJMB
" *Poa cha1x11 V111. o - Broad leaved o
o Meadow—grass

Still locally abundant around Padworth ‘Gully. N.H,.S.
excursion. o RIS . HJMB
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The Racorder's Report for Vertebfates, 1977-1978

FISH Ll P oneEdnirait rovged
Lampetra planer (Bloch) Brook Lamprey o
Present, in the Pang rear Pangbourne (T ) an&fthe LRA-E L

...... il Y i o0 3

Winterbourne near Bégnor (R B.

O N _ . . 2 .{_ \‘

-~V Y

Salmo sqlag'L‘: Sdlmon ;”x R SBR[
Parr were 1nt;oduced into the Pahg below Tidmérsh abbht 1976
but have not been seen 81QCe. (T )'

S, trutta L. BrOWn Trout
Seyeral in the Lambourn at Bagnor, 6th May (R D N. H 5.
excurgion) ) : iy

2 8 o
Ty ar !

Thymallus thymalbus (L.) -Gnayilng

One at Bagnor in itheé Lambourn, 6th May. The following -
records from the Reading Chronicle extend the knowneqepge of
the named species in our area.

Esox lucius L. Pike e
In the Kennet between Burghfield and Reading and the /Themps -
at Remenham. In the Lambourn and Wlnterbourne at Bagnor

but not.seen there on 6th May (R B ) Rl P B

BrBus HexBus HDS) --Birbed . ¢ - i) i iy -l'l' i g
In the¢ TPhamés .at: Raécot:nonth«oi Fan;ngdpn aqdwat ;
Wallingford Lin the {Kennet at WQolh@mpton¢ e o

GOblO g%lq (L )’ G”udgebn*" ’ oty B :.. | T « LW 1i »
In the Thamee at.Radcot.’:_*—jii~ff ke aliw f ;\v: o

SR O ST o G L

Tinca tinca (L.) Tench e
In the Theale gravel pits and the Kennet at Woolhamptoq.

Calud ot
Leudiséus! cephalug (L, )7 Chub: el AL : R :
‘'In the Thamés :&t- EechIade and,Remenham,'ln bhe Loddoninearrj
Stratfield" Saye‘,ss 232 a0 gommeD wmakngel weag ol G D9 Xis b
L. leuciscus L ) 2 faad V. o5 .0k notumedlacW de wybik sides

In the Thames at Tilehurst and Radley, the Kennet at Hamstead
Marshall and the Loddon near Stratfield Saye. o
L. rutilas (L.) Roach

In a lake near Winnersh (Bearwoodq)

Nemacheilus barbatula (L.) Stone Loach .
One taken in.the Thames at Readlng, 27th July, aloﬁg wiih*mw
Minnow and Daqe. ,' : ; - SR AIE T W 4

Abramis braman(L‘) Bweam rf.ipiq.cj$;f5525¢:§ ﬁf_ufﬂ+
In the Thames at Remenham. ’ R

Angaiila’anguilla (L), - Bedd. - ' Pl e Py
Found by the Thames Water Authorlty flshlng team only in a -
tributary of the Cole at Watchfield and in the

Gloucestershire Coln beyond Lechlade. Occurs in the 2 AMAAY
Lambourn at Bagnor but not seen there on 6th May (R B‘§ =

Ty = = [ T
L R ..,_, f 3 G ¥ SRRk A

e B s S ol

B e T i

L
e e -JA Fa i

AR s

e
(e
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The species nust therefore occur in the Kennet and Thames

as a migrant although it is seldom taken by anglers.

Perca fluviatilis L. Perch
In the Kennet at Woolhampton and Southcote

Gasterosteus. aculeatus L. Three splned Stlckleback
In the Lambourn at Bagnor on 6th‘May (R D.N.H. S.-excursion)

Pygosteus pungitius (L.) Ten-spined Stlckleback . '

In the Winterbourne at Bagnor but not seen on 6th May (R B ).
The habitat for the last two species in Berry Brook 1s now '
presumably destroyed (see p. 10) (C .D. )

, Further 1nformat10n on flSh is con¥ained in an.artlcle
published on page 12 of this issue of Reading Naturalist,

and will be summarised in next year's report .as it dates
from November and the recordlng year tradltlonally ends with
the Society's ALG. M. . -

AMPHIBIANS

Rana temporarla L Frog o '

Male at Leighton Park on 30th March, 51x there on 2nd-

April (B.T.P.). One croaking in the Horse ‘Pdnd, Gallowstree
Common, 1lst April. "~ Spawn in Whiteknights Lake, . 2nd Aprilg
(B.T.P.) and 15th:&pril (S.J.W.). & good éxample of the -
"explosive breeding" of this species, commencing on the same
date over a wide area in response to our. unpredictable»-
climate. Two present during the summer in S, J w. s garden
at Spencers Wood. : , ' e

Bufo bufo (L.) Toad

One dead on road at Emmer Greenion 3rd.April, -two dead at.
Three Firs, Burghfield Corimon: (no date), one. ‘dead in -
Binfield Lane near Sonning Common on 9th September. Two -
taken alive at Woolhampton in May ('r, Richards).

REPTILES

Anguis fragilis L. Slow,Worm,
Common at Kintbury @.r. Rlchards)

Netrix natrix (L.) Grass Snake

A number of records from Moor Copse and “the surrounding o
area from June to September, all from E,M.T., maximum three
with two young ones in Hogmoor Copse on llth July '

Vipera berus (L.) Adder
One at Pamber ‘Road Garage, Silchester on 1lth: June (B T P. )

MAMMALS "_-E R -

Talpa europaea L. Mole
Numerous molehills along the banks of the Thames from
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Caversham Bridge upstream to Scours Lane, November 1977.
Moles active at Spencers Wood on 10th November 1977 3rd
January and 9th February, desplte frozen 5011 ‘on-the ‘last
datse. (S JWD) e A mole run, in New Copse, “Gallowstree Cbmmon,
.on 18th December 1977 and several ;n nearby Wyfold COpse ‘on
various datgs 4in March 1978 One found dead in’ Sprlng Wobd
Sonning Common, .on 3rd June. . ! :

Sorex arafdbus L. - Common’ ShrewJ £ COHL LM 41

Found ‘dead” af -SpeYickrs: Wood on’ 16th and let February ;
during the véry:'cold Weathér, and .several heand‘chattexlng
there on- 3%&”May 08T M )t s Fifteen heard ‘on varieus dates.

frow Lsth Februdry to 30th WJwne in the: Sonnimg Common .area.

One found -dead at Walthom Bt. Lawrence qn-26th ¥prdl by
chlldren of the prlmaryischool Several‘tranpedvat South Stoke, 1977

S, mlnutus L. Pygmy Shrew - T A o (R.C.L.)
One found dead at Spencers Wood on léth February. (S;J.W ).
4‘Rema1nB‘1n pellevs :0f BarnI0wl, Idittle: Stoke in 1977

(R-G B*) {“W» 20 e d L] i pendionD 4t Log an-d

Neomzs fgg;eqs Pallqa ‘Water Shrew ‘ffﬁﬂ'uf- 2 $an: ods
Seen at South Stoke, and remafns Found" in pelIet of
Sparrowhewk there in 1977 (R.C.L. ) :

ol

Erinaceus -europaeus L. - Hedgehog : o :

Energed from hibernation at Spencers Wood on 7th and 8th
March, after which two wereg often seen 1§, J‘W vs garden

One seen scratching vigorously using the hind ‘féetim’alts
ernatlon, 12th August. Courtship cireking so.frequent: that
& trdckof ‘0.6 ‘metres (2 -febt) didmeter was warn in the .
"“gradé. ' Rodd fatalftiés unusually: ‘donimon during the- yearl
mainly on-ecuntry rsads dodth.¢f Reading but .gkso-at Cawegsham
and on the Basingstoke Road -in R aq;n . . One dlsCOVered 1n

a half bale pof hay at. Spencers Wood “on Brd No#ehber 199y !

(alx S. . d. W.f. One dead, on, road east o} & Hénléy,'on Ist

SNem

October, . flve geen’ allve‘ eleven" dead on’ r?aqs gréind- ‘Sontiing
Coumon from 15th to 28th November 1977 afid’12th May to 17th
August - 1978 flve seen together, mostly young, op” cd Vershgm
Park Estate on BOth Max, ‘one‘on 2#th May and two on 1$bh*
Seltamber.

P;plstrellus_plplstrellus (Schreber) ?}plstrelle
Several seen at. Spepcers Wgod on ‘all Wapm dayb up- to BRI
- November (S I W) thirty ﬁo forty in sumfie - ¥obst’ under’
facing tiles of house wall at 1 Blenhélm Rbad (D’E‘MCB )

Nyctalus noctula (Schreber) Noctule L

~ Omenor. two seen often. ‘at SpenCers Wﬁoawtwﬁ?~tQ fotr at_ﬂross
Lage: Farm, Begch Hllé n-September_andfOctober. Several -
seen on the R.D.N.H.S. excur51on to Stratfieid Saye on 4th
_May (all S. J, W ). : : o geeh -

Plecotus. aur;tus (L{) Longﬁfgred Bat de e

One ipn the. living-reom of = Prlory Cop% v“Pe‘ppard”bbmmoh v on
11th October evaded all attempts at captule“thtil evicted by
the Recorder with'a' shrimping:met. : This- high}y- pubilcltyf
conscious’ hatimel was: evidently: dBtetm;neQ:&o ‘nemain, ifn the
room until the following day, thus earning a mentmbn*mp<bpth
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this and the next issue of Readlng Naturalist (see note at
end of Fish section).

Vulpes vulpes (L.) Fox ) '
_8ix cubs reared at 24 Northcourt Avenue in 1977 (G M. )

One at Spencers Wood on 21st JanUary,,four cubs playing at
: Plngewood on the late date of 26th- July, one dead on the M4
at Burghfield (S.J.W.). One dead in Hartslock Woods on
12th February (C.BB. Two near Rectory Road, Padworth,

12th March (M.J.H.). One in the Coombes, Barkham. Hlll, .no
date, (M.C. and D.A.). .One barking at Crowsley on 19th.
Odtober 1977, the first ‘time I have heard this call in. -our
area, threé short gruff barks being uttered w1thin one .
‘second. One "at .Cucumber Plantation, Sonning Common,-mobbed
by & pairi‘ef: erows, 1lbth-June.  Foxes heard or signs seen .
+-in the Sonning Compmon area, and a-lorg-dead corpse -found,
on eight other dates from 5th February to lOth October.

Méles ‘meles (L.)  Badger : T
A cub dead on the A33 near. SWallowfield, no date.: Setts in
Sandy Lane and the Coombes, Barkham Hill, an area whlch in
the past has produced few records, (M.C. and D. A). One
found dying in Binfield Lane, presumably the v;ctlm of a.
¢ar, on 19th August.

Mustela erminea L. Stoat .

One .dead on. Inkpen to Klntbury road in April- (B T.P. ).
Tracks seen in Welllngton Country Park ‘on 4th May (M T )
One in Moor. Copse on 27th July (B R B ) S

M) nivalis- L i Weasel P

One ‘#éen-at: South Stoke in 1977 (R C. L )e. One seen in. Park
~Wood, Moor Copse, on 16th April, pursulng a baby rabbit . into
‘eover, ‘returned:to. sight without its: prey (E M.T.). 2

Oryetolagus ¢uniculus (L.)" ‘Rabbit o
Fewer seen than usual around Spencers Wood one juvenile
‘caught by a cat on 12th August (S.J.W.)J Many south of
Shiplake .on . 1lth. April, abundant signs ‘at’ Shlplake Row on
9th June. Present at Bagnor on 6th May (R.D.N.H.S. '
excursion) "There were one hundred and’ fifty 51ghtings in
the’ Sonnlng Common area, up to elght or nine together on
several occasions. One case of myxomat051s.

Lepus capen81s Pallas : Brown Hare.

One west of White HOrse H ill on lst July (R DINJH.S.
eXCursion) 3 six slghtings 1n the Sonnlng Common area, never
more than two together. . we

Muscardinus avellanarius (L. Dormouse . IR
A colony at Upper Basildon (T D.). Last reported in 1975
from. Sawyers Wood TidmarSh not far from‘Upper Basildon.

Myocastor coypus (Mollna) Coypu :

A report received via M. B.'of an enormous rat supposedly
0.7 metre in length, in a stream near R.O.F. ' {Royal Ordnance
.Factory) Burghfleld can only relate to thls spe01es.

Clethriohonys: glareolus Schreber " Bank Vole . _
Remains found in pellet of TaWny Owl at Gorlng in 197? _
“(RCLLV). ' 1 L -
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Arvicols amphibius (L.) = Water’ leelff_fﬁi;.fffl Buica ok
Signs at.Soufh Stoke in’ 1977 (R“C L.). -Présént -at Bagnox
by the‘Lambourn,on Gth May (R D.N.H.S. éxcurdion) oIn brook
.under Station Rdad Theale, in the' summér‘of 1978 (s,J w )

-Microtus agreatls (LJ Short tailed Vole

Trapped at South Stoke in 1977 in some numbers, remalns found
pellets. of. Sparrowhawk at South Stoke,~ef Barn Owdb at:

Lihtle Stoke ‘and of Shorf<eared Owliat Harbsloek (R.C.L. )ﬂ;

One | found dead at 82 Kénnylands Road”’Sbnning'Ooﬂménr on Lo

21st Januarg _ 1 =3 . f

Apodernius syIvatmcua (L ) Woed Mousq
One frequented Chiltern- Edge Church -at Gallowstree Common
from November to December 1977, when it was trapped ‘Oné “in
toolshed at 82 Kennylands Road, December 1977. Trapped in
large numbers at South Stoke, Goring and Hartslock in 1977,
also remains found in pellets of Sparrowhawk, Kestrgl agd .,
Tawny Owl at South Stoke and of Barn Owl at Little Stoke ”
(R.C.L%)i .Two.to three in. nest-under brogdy.hen house at
-$péncders Wood with-& heard, of lKg. of wheat; from 3rd Januar3
?ﬁtll égstad by a rat whxcthas in occupat19nwon Sth March
] J.W : 5 LG, D) Hhsavil son : g

A flav;colli§,Mélcnior : Yéllow-necked Mouse
Trapped At Sputh’ Stoke, absent from Gorlhg and Hartslocklln

1977 (RVC.LY. T Ty GAraate a8 ekl

Micromys minutus (L.) Harvest Mouse

Trapped at South Stoke in 1977, remains found in pellet of
Darn Owl at Little: Stoke ini1977 (R.C,L.). . One killed by
-cat:at Bpencers: Wooed onll7th Jgnuary (S o M. D .

Rattus norvegicus Berk. ” Brown' Ret’ e o Tt 25 St
One dead in Valpy Street on 22nd November 1977 One dead at
Watlington on 26th November 1977. One under hen house at
Spencers Wood on 5th March (S.J.W.). Juvenile in Woodlands
Road, Sonning Common, on 1llth January. One dead on road at
Chalkhouse Green on 3rd April. Remains in pellet of Barn
Owl at Little Stoke, 1927 .{R.C.L.).. Bones in pellet of
Tawny Owl, Wyfold Copse on 1lst October.

T .i'. g

> i

Mus musculus i : House Mouse: . ;

Remains in pellet of Kestrel at G6£ing Etie 1977 (R‘C L 7

Two in Town Hall yard, Reading, on 2lst June, one dead thergq
on 27th June. .

Sciurus carolinensis Gmel. . Grey Sguiwrel .

Up to three seen regularly at Spencers Wood (S3d- W ),
twenty-seven sightings, mogtly : ‘singles, deqd or allve 1n__

the “Sonnifg- @ammen<anqak inoludlng .ong" at"Cray 2:9 an& A.H.C.)

on 30th'Séptember Ta v n Grsdding fdr me A
Danma Gama ’LLE Failow Déer wi A IL me wdwael vrw

A pale- greylsh female at*épencers Wdod onillth DecemBen
1977.(H.1.C. Y. “Amald groantiig! 1ﬁ Crewsley ‘Forgst.ion 20th -
Octobér’ 1977 Slvhtingsoér Bighe gfcup €6 three together
at Crowsley, FIOWércroft wésd, Péppard Comnmon, Wyfcld 00pse,
Cane End and“Hook End; eighteen in-813 ik tirgy

oy ]
5 0
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Capreolus capreolus (L.) . Roe Deer
This spe01es is still expandlng its range through our area.

onwards until one was seen on 17th May by .E.M.T. and on"
23rd May by M.L. Present';n the Coombes{ Barkham Hill “(M.C.
~and D.A.). e L e e

Muntiaous reevesii Ogilby Muntaac lf_, o

Oné seen .going: from Sonnlng Lane ta. the A4 at’ Twyford early

on 30th October 1977 (E.L.). Present in. the Coombes (M.C:

and D.A,). Signs or hearings of up to thrée together at

Crowsley, Sonning Common, Wlthy Copse, Peppard Comtiony

. Wyfold Copse and Nipper‘s Grbve, nineteen. in all._ I ‘have
yet to see thls deer allve in our area.. ' S

M ...‘ »

Contributors'“

. Danny Alder (D A. ), Brlan R. Baker (B R. B. ), Mark
'Baker (M B.), Richard Bellamy (R.B. )y ‘Michael Carson.(M.C.),
Anfié H. Carter (A.H.C.), H. L."Cook (H.L.C.), Tudor Davies:
(T.D.), Christopher Dyczek (C.D.), Malcolm J. Hitchcock.
(M.J.H.), Ross C. Laugher (R.C.L. ), Mark Littledale (M.L.),
Grace Marshall. (G M.),.D. D. McDonald (D. D.McD. ) Ba&il T
Parsons (B.T.P.), Dr. Richards, E. Mary Trembath (E M. T ),
and S. Jocelin Whltfleld (S J. w ).

ﬁyfthankérére*&né"tbfaiiﬁtheiabovb‘forﬂaifine colleet~
ion of records. It 'ié good to sce the hitherto neglected .
small mammals coming into prominence. .. -

- e e mm mm em e Cee Em e we ms e e

The Recorder 8 Rgport for Entomongy 1977-78

by B. R. Baker

Order Plecoptqra (Stone-flles) .“_1: 'Q;;; R G

.'Isqperla grammatlca (Poda) Yellow Sally A

" ‘Many specimens of this greenish yellow: stone-fly Vere s
evident on the southern slopes of Carbin's Wood near
Bucklebury Common on llth June. . They were flying in
brilliant sunshine and frequently setiling on conifers-
‘and -birches-along the rides. . The species 15 abundant
"on"the ‘Kenndt at Woolhampton about 1% miles "south of

. .Carbin's: Wood ‘and we could have been witne551ng a
temperature-lnduced dlspersal fllght from the main
breeding area.
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Order Odonata . (Dragon-flies)

. i [CUSURTEE L RN S
Enallagma cygnkhigerun: @Chanp ) Common Blue Demged£ly -
Shlnfield Grange, 26t 'May,"Wa51ng-Gravé& Plts, 284t May 5
yhlteknights, Blst May; Kenne$ and~RVDn C&nal Kldermaston,
TIEh Tune €6 .B. )5 < WL oasiovcr aiy

Pyrrhosoma nymphula (Sulzer) Large Red Damsel fly
Shinfield Grange, 26th May; Wasing‘Lake( 28th May LC.B. )

Ischnura elegans (van der Linden) ‘dommon Ishhnura"*' ol
Whiteknights, 25th May; Shinfield: Grange” 26th May; W351ng
Lake, 28th May; Kénnet and Avon Canal, Aldermaﬁtvn“'iith
June; Yateley Common, 24th July (C.B. )

Agrion -splendens (Harvris): - Bando@.Agrion e e
Wasing Fish Pond, 28th May, Whiteknights, 31lst May; Moor
Copse Nature Reserve, 3lst Mays dastlewﬁnesaent, eading,
3rd June; Kennet 'afid A¥on Canal, kldermaston, llth June | -
Thames, Caversham, 30th July (GC«B« ) SR

TRVt

LIILE P

A. virgo (L.) Demoiselle Agrion* W vl e
Kennet and Avon Canal, Aldermastqn, Xlth {qne (G*Bh),,an "
atypical habitat. This species fayours’ tg&t‘?ﬁnntng Bfreams
with a stony bottom as, for example, the river Enborné S
near Brimpton, where ‘it was éﬁéeriad Ah Hbﬁndaﬁ&ﬁs 5150 Bk e
on 11th June. Hoocamho ozl 2 AC IS
Aeshna cyanea (Mull.) Southern Aeshna,« mmevivt sl £2.0
Pamber Forest, 2lst July (C.B.): “A-‘fémale of this. dpéeies
was unexpectedly taken in the mercury-vapour. moth tr%p at

Caversham on theinight of: 22nd=33pd-~Augus

Aeshna grandis (L.) DBrown Aeshpa;
Yateley Common, 24th July; Whitgknlghts‘ 28§h July, WaSIng
Lake, 30th July; Blue Pool, Tutps Clump, 3rd Sepfember

(C.B.). f e e s S = AT M L T

g WP e
L Do) a

Anax imperator Leach Emperor Dragon-fly o
Whiteknights, 13th July; Aldermaston, 1llth July; Shlnfield
Grange, 17th July; Wasing Lake, 30thrdJuly.(C. B )% ot s

Cordulia aenea (L.,) Downy Emerald
Wasing Lake, 28th May;. Wasing Fish Pond ZB%h“Max (C B )

Lidellula- depressarL. 5 Broad bod1ed Lmbellula -
Castle: Grescent,wReadlng, 3rd: Junes; Hartslock th Jnne, .3
Kenin'et’and’ Avon/ Canal, Aldermaston,: 1lth:dJune LCL R el
Carbln's Wood Bucklebury €ommen,:11th Junewlvpﬁ.,;

leellula gquadrimaculata L. Four—spott¢d~leellu1a
Wasing Gravel Pits, 28th May. {€ BW) - A sen ]

Ordar Hemiptera ) (Plant Bugb, FYog—Hoppers, ets ) _;Tf3ii

Cyphostéthus tristriatus*(F ) Junipér-Bug diwrd s tlsgs
Kennylands Road, Sonning Common,: two1sp301mgns on, 1Qph T
April end oné on: 16th May/(H.H.C.).: *Both of’ thegs™ WErE“"“rK.
‘noted ‘'oh’ Cupresbus: macrocarpa,: but not: -on: adaaoent {ﬂhurﬁlj:

C. lawsoniana and although they were not seen feeding. . .~
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thereon this is the first positive indication of a food-
plant alternative to Juniperus communis. An interesting
record which provides a. :possible answer %o the ‘puzzle posed
by earlier records in., the Reading Naturalist by A.P. who(
noted this species in town gardens. (See Readlng Naturaliut
No. 26 p. }8 )

Peritrechus lundi’ (Gmel )
Crowsley, -37th May. (H.H.C. )

Kleidocerys truncatulus (Walw Yoo .
FincHampstead Ridges, 17th June, 19761(R G L ).

Psallus perrisi (M. & R.) " L
Chalkhouse Green, 6th June, Crowsley, lhth June (H H C. )

t

Plaglognathus alb;pennis (Fall ),
Sindlesham Mill, 29th August, 1976 (R,G.L. )

Sthenarus rotermundi (Scholtz)

Crowsley, l4th June (H.H.C.). o |
_Camﬁiloheﬁrg’viféula'(ﬂerr}) DT N S
Crowsley, 1lst ‘August (H.H.C.J. AR

Dryophlloqqusrfulvoquadr;maculatus (Deg )
Wyfold Copse, 11th June (H.H.C.),

Calocoris fulvomaculA;us.gDeg ).
Crowsley, }8th:July (H.H.C

Ondopsis ' flavicdllis (L.) - ‘
Finchampstead Ridgés, '17th” June 1976 QR G.L. )

Al

Macropsis scutellata (Boh. Yo S N
Crowsley, 30th August (H H.C: ) ERE

Errastunus ocellaris (Fall )
Finchampstead Rldges, l7th June 1976 (R G L )

Order Coleoptera' “(Beetles)f‘

Lampyris noctiluca (L.) Glow-worm

Bucklebury Common, 17th June, a female" glow-worm dlscovered
under a piece of bark:on the!ground on. the occasion of the-
Society's visit- to this locality .(K.A.). Cow Common, Well .
Barn Estate néar'Streatley, 14th July;: a male attracted to
mercury-vapour light on the océ¢asion of. the Society’'s
Entomological Evening. .. . -

Harmonia quadripunctata. (Pont).
Crowsley, 7th June (H.H.C.).

Nacerdes melanura (L.) . The Wharf-borer
Caversham, 1llth July, a single specimen from a local ‘shop™ .
submitted to the Museum,. our flrst record for many years

Lucanus cervus (L ) Stag Beetle . . i

37, Ashmore Road, Reading, 12th June; 24 Donkln Hlll
Caversham, 21st June, both spec1mens submltted to the Museum
by local residents. S
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Order Diptera (True Flies)

Ctenophora bimaculata (I,.)
Highstanding ‘Hill, Windsor,_28th‘May (R—G L i

Anopheles clav1ger (Mg.) . o
. Pamber .Forest; .c,..1971, (B T. P )

 Asiluserabronrifermis: L T,f
" Lardon” Chaee, Streatléy, iﬁth rSeptembers

QPlatgpa;pus pseudoci;karls Strobl
Crowsley,. 20th June (H ’2,__.

‘Rhamphonyis tarsata’ Mg. R
“?CroWsiey, 1hth June CH.H C )

..Agpis albinervis Mg._,;
. 'Crowsley,  1l8t- August (H H c )

 Euleis heracieii(L.) 2
' Crowsléy; 20th Junc (H;H c. )

‘Trypeta. zoe (Mg, 5
Wyfold Copse, ,11th June (H H c.)

Terellia serratulae (L.)

Sindlesham Mill, 29th August, 1976, (R,G.L,),
Lirmia unguicornis®(8copi): r -

Crowsley, 1lhth June (H.H.C.).

Copromyza: flavipennis {(Hal,).
Crowsley, 11th May (H.H.C.).-

Fannia atra (Stein)
Crowsley, lith June (H H.C. ).

Helina quadrlmaculella Hennig
.- Crowsley,: 7th June; (H.H.C.).

Order Hynenogtera‘(Saw-flles, Ichneumon—flies, Bees, Ants
. &:Wasps) | i

'Urocerus pigas (L ) Glant Woanasp ‘or- Glant Homntail
Shiplake, Tilehurst, Whitley Wood, ‘Kidmore End :and- Spnn;ng
Common_ during the perlod from 20th August to 23rd "
September An extraordlnary year for this sspeciies,, gpec-
imens haV1nw'been ‘redeived ‘at ‘the Museum over the period
stated. RIS ,"W. o

17 DoleruB aericeps Thom: - - -l $Mj,fﬁ[ﬁirfw
* Whitéknights, déend August 1976 (R.G Ee)d £
Tenthredo distinguenda (Steln)
erwsley, 7th June (H H G ) A7 (v Zamffee

.

_Ophion minutus'Krlech. ' : .
Crao sley, llth May (H H. C. ) b ok ST Ee AT o b sidl,

O.,ecutellarls Thom,"'/ ' SEREFAIEIR RGNS
Aldermaston, 30th April- (G, E-F ) “"@aversham, 9lst May.
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Cleonymus depressus (F,)
Crowsley, 20th June (H.H.C.).

Gastracanthus pulcherrlmus Westw
Chalkhouse Green, 22nd June; 1976 (H H.C. )

Andricus quercus-calicis Burgstrf

Arborfield, 20th Septembér; galled acorns submitﬁed to the
Museum by Mrs. Phipps. H.H.C. adds the: following note
about this interesting little gall-wasp., ‘"A recent .immig-
rant to Britain, unknown here before 1960. First taken

in the Reading area in CroWsley Porest: durlng September
1976 when the galls collecteéd failed to produce wasps. A4
further supply of galls was collected-from amongst leaf
litter on 25th March 1978 and.from these a.single agamic
female emerged in late September. The result of infest-
ation is a gross distortion of the develelng acorn to
form a mass of angular lobes which overflow the acorn cup.
In the centre of the mass where the tip:of. the.aceorn.
would normally be, there is a small hole™ through which the
adult presumably emerges in due course.’ Members of this
Society are earnestly requested to keep a look-out. foer
this gall so that the ‘progress of the species may be
charted.® ,

Andrena bucephala Stephens
Crowsley, 17th May, together with 1ts para51t01drkmaﬂa hirtipes Per

Nomada hirtipes Perez
This species like Urocerus has'had an unusually good .
year. (H.H.C.). . A

Order Lepidoptera (Moths & Butterflles)

Many 1nterest1ng records have been reculved for this
popular order an! several menbers are operating mercury
vapour moth traps in various parts of our County. The trap
records, some of them compiled on & quantitative basis,
will also be especially useful when the preparation of a
new' Macro~ and. Mlcro-Lepldoptera list for Berkshlre (Vioe
'f'County 22) is commenced. _ : . . , Te e

e Heplalue fusconebulosa (Deg ) Map—w1ngnd SW1ft
Aldermaston, 2nd -June;: 1976 (G. EvF-, K H. P., P.S. )

Zeuzera pyrina (L.) Leopard Moth S
Aldermaston, 9th July (G.E-F.; K.H.P.; P,S.); Caversham,
10th July; Pinkneys Green, Ma;denhead l#thf& 15th July
(T.J.G.H.).

Apoda avellana (L.) The Festoon. : ' o
Aldermaston, 15th June, 1976 (G. E-F., K H P., P.S. )
Sphecia bembeciformis (Hubn.) Lunar Hornet ClearW1ng
Pmpstone Plantation, Berks., 22nd July, a female
.observed flying around a sallow bush at c. 5. OO Pame. .
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Conopia myopaeformis (Borkh.): . Redsbelted. Clearw1ng
Alex&ndraJRoad Readlng, l6th Junef(A I’) L fwy{

C. formicaeformis (Esp.)" Red-tipped Clearwln7g ‘f”flf“ :
Woolhampton, 16th April, 1arvae in Sallx v1m1na11§ B

Bembecia scopigera. (chp.), " 8ix- belted Ogearwing
Hartalock Reserve near. quing, 2HEH Tune' (G@,B.) s Streatley,
5th,@ugust Aldermaston,,S%h S¢§¥ember, a dbad specimpn“
discovered, in 2, vehlcle (P S~5 . , L en ity s

Thymelicus lineola (Ochsenheimer) EssexASkipper«f“~=vf'
South Ascot, mid Auguth Following Mr. Standley's inter-
f : Naturalist Na."' 30 yrua»iw.aces.ved:&~
call that this 1ittle butterfly had agaln appeared, ‘and"a
joint visit was paid to the locallty. ThHe Basex' Skipper
and Small Skipper appeareﬁ‘to occur:.in’ equal: numbers: over
a fairly' wide areay:it would - be ‘inveresting to ‘know if-
the’ EsseX Skipper oceurs in, the: Bracknell#Woklngham area,

.

Hesperia comma (L.) Sllver-spotted Skipper
Streatley, 5th August Pyrtbn Hill, 22nd: August (B.T P )

Gonepteryx rhamni (L ) Brlmstone Butterfly '
Caversham,!30th March (H.G.DB. )3 Hartdlock . Reberve: near - .
Goring, Bth Jufte, Tully prown larwvae (B.T.P.); - Whiteknights,
23rd April’ (F.PLW.) Bracknell 1lth‘November'(M Du&.  '1

.

Anthocharis cardamines (L y* Orange—tip Y
In connection with'-an’ unusual!abundance oif. thlsuspecies
commeiited on by I.B.C. who saw it at MoorfCopSe son: Zthe
May,* in Reading ‘6r:'9th and 30th May and ‘atl Aston Rowant:
Aston Upthorpe Down and Hurley on varidus” dates hetween :
3rd and 19th June, the following note from outside our
area, contributed_bx sts E. M. Nélh%ﬁ; is;’ of-xntereﬁt'~i
"During a mild spell in February 1978, ‘a Female brange—tip
Butterfly was brought to-my cottage: im Stroudy Gloss.,!for
identification. It had been caught two. ‘days- earllerfln
the lounge. of a bungalow about. a mlle away. The day after
its arrival at the cottage wWas sunny, %hpughrw1ndy1 -and -

it was put outslde, in an open Jgr 1ihi'a Bheltéred part of
the garden. Shortly: afterwards, it had flown away. The'
gardern ‘has ridny aubretia and honestyxplants and e fra-:
quented by orange-tips." C L

Lysandra coridon (Poda) . . Chalkhill . Blue .:vp .,
Hartslock Reserwe. near: Gormng, 24th>July, oﬂ;postiﬁg
female (B.T.P.).

L. bellapgus (Rott.): Adonis Blue EE D, L
Fewer: :seen: than:in: 197%; but. specimens, observed oVef‘th .
period hth £o,19th Septenbon. (B.T.R«); also.recorded by. -
P.S. on 12th September. it dgab

Celastrina argiolus (L.) - Holly DBlue , -, c
St. Petar's Hill, Caveprsham, 25th May s Bucklebu:y Place,;
11th June (B.T.P. ), Pamber Forest 9th August (P S')'. B

PRt

- Ladoge camillsa (L ) Wh;te Admral ‘-"';;"" e

Pamber: Forest- in good numbers during July. and August,:the
black ab. nigrina also seen (P.S.); Woolhampton, 16th July

(B.T.P.).
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Apatura iris (L.) - Purple Emperor . - ‘
Pamber Forest, llth August, a female: seen to fly down to
a sallow bush (P.S.); near Farley. Hill, 20th August - a
possible sighting (B. T. P.). S L

Vanessa atalanta. (L ) _Red Admlral .

‘Near DBrimpton, 17th June (H.G.B.)3 Pamber Forest 27th
July (P.S.); Gaversham, 21st August ‘Pangbourneé,” 16th
September; Tadley Common, 4th November (P S.); Bracknell,
12th October; l}*h November (M D. ), Reaalng, 20th o
November::(A,M.).: L i

Agldis urticae (L ) Small‘Tortoiseshell ,
~ Bracknell, 5th & 17th Marehy Crowthbrne, 30th March (M D ),
_Tadley Common, Lth November (P.s ).

Inachis io- (L ). Peacock Butterfly ;‘w . :
_Has had a: good year, many broods. of: larvae observed P
Hartslock, Hardwick, Crowsley, Mortimer -and Silchester
(B.T.P.). N :

Argynnis: aplaga (L ) Dark Green Frltlllary :
Hartslock Reserve near Goring, 14th July (B.T.P. )

Aregynnis ‘paphia (L ) ‘ Sllver-washed Frltlllary
Pamber Forest, first observed 27th July, the ‘dark form
valezina also Been at: this- date, this specles was very. -
late appearing this year (B T.P. ). -

‘Melanargia: galathea {L.) Marbled‘White

Hartslock Reserve .near Gorlng, 14th July: to: 8th August
numerous (B.T.P.); near: Temple Golf: Course, 25th July, a
strong colony (T J.G.H. ) - : :

Gastropacha ’ querclfolla (L. ) Lappet
Aldermaston, 8th’ August (G, E-F., K.H. P., P.S.).

';Orthonama obstlpata (Fabr.) The Gem . e
Gaversham, 25th July. S : AR

| Golostygla multlstrlgarla (Haw ) Mottled Grey
Aldermaston, 17th April (G. E-F.,_K H. P., P. 8. ).

Selenia lunularia (Hubn.)  Lunar Thorm: i
Aldermaston, 14th: June, 1976, 12th June, 1978 (G E_F,,;

K.H.P.; P.S.).
-Gnophos obscuratus' (D, & S.) Annulet

Aldermaston, 10th & 15th August, 1977 (G'E-F., K. H. P
P.S.). |

" Ptilodontella cucullina (D. & S.) Maple Prominent
Moor: Copse Nature Reserve, 22nd: June, a mdle at rest on. a
tree trunk, néw'Reserve record; Cow Common, berks. DOWnS,
14th July. - :

Clostera pigra (Hufn.) Small Chocolate Tip -
Alderm&ston, let July, 1976 (G E-F., K H.F.; P.S. )

Euproctis chrySOrrhoea (L.) = Brown Tail o

- Aldermaston, 2hth July &-6th August, 1977 (G.E-F.; K.H.P.;

- P S ) - The . only other record for the County for thls
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normally paritime spec1es appears to be the mentlon 1n
Reading Naturallst No. 22, a spe01men taken in the
Leighton Park light- trap.- Both-the Aldermaston examples
have been'authénticated and provide evidence:of: the ‘oce-
asional tendency of- this specles t9 wander far from 1ts
coastal, breed;ng—gxounds oo

Spaelotis ravida (D.. & S. ) Stout Dart .
Cavershanm,’ L6th August twe examples in- mercury vapour
trap. .

- Xestia eggth;na (Dup ) Heath Rustlc .
- Smelsmore "Commonj; Sth, September, a 51ngle specimen.lfAs
its name implies, this species. 1s an 1nhab1tant of: heathy
localities, though in recent years Berkshire records” have
been few. A speclmen was in' tHé Caversham. llght~trap 6n
the mornlng of: 8th- September: = an' intertsting amd -
unexplained record.

Cerastis leucographa (D. & S.) White Marked
Aldernaston, 17th & Zanﬁ-ﬁpnil‘(G.EbF.}’KeﬂgPii“Pysgzbﬁ

Hadena compta {D. & S.). Varied Coronet

Caversham, lhth June & 18th’ July, Earley,’ 29th’June (N.H.).
- these aprear to be the Ianst published records for the
Vice~County. . Th;s.moth, whose ceterplllar feedB bn ‘Bweet
Willdiams, first appeared in gny numbers in thls country

at Dover in 1948, subsequentlyfspreadlng glowly dorthwards
into .the. eastern. counties. It has now reached Berkshire -
.. from an. easterly dlrectlon but has yet io be recorded :
gfrom>Hampsh1re.lj 35, St A

Aythlmna straminéa - (Trelt ) Southern Wamnscot :
Aldermaston, 23rd August (G. E-F., K HiPyj: P Sc).-.thls
specimen appears to be a wanderer from its main breeding
arca down in the Kennet Valley recedbeds.

M. unipuncta (Haw.) Anerican or White-speck Wainscot
Cavershan, 8th November - new Vice-County record. - -#n -
unprecedented migration of this species took place along
our SOuthern and ‘south-western -shores .during ‘the autymn.
There ‘was a major influx in October and ‘d .secand one in
early Névember 'and 1t is thought ‘that .these may .hawe had

T different origins. Very few of ‘the insects were. reeorded'

- at inland localities ‘but ‘we: have heard of oné .being. . taken
&t ‘Farif gHOn (v:c 22), the exact date has not yet been

repo:r"g,ed..,_i '__”,J

Lithophane leautieri "(Boisd. ) Blalr s Shouldeernot
‘Tilehurst, «1L3th-& 21lst October (N,.H.); Aldermaston, 2lst
“October (G.BF.; K.B.Pu; PiS.)s Caversham, 6th November =-
all records refer. to single- speclmens.l A total of” six
nmoths ‘hdve:now been.recorded for. Berkshlre and the spread
of this interesting species, as predlctedrln last yédr s
Reading Naturalist, seems to be’ contlnulng.

Xanthia gilvago (D. & S.) Dusky-lemon Sallow
Earley, l4th September (N.H.) - a noteworthy record of a
species of which little has been heard in our area in

recent years.
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Ipimorpha retusa (L.) Double Kidney
Aldermaston, l}th August (G.BE- F., K.H. P.y- ;S.)} E

"Mesoligia . literosa (Haw.): Rosy Mlnor
-Aldermaston, .27th July (G,E-F.; K.H.P,; P.S., )

Celaena leucostigma (H ubn,)  The' Crescent
‘Aldermaston, 3rd September (G.E-F.3 K.H.P,; P.S. ).

Heliothis v1r1placa (Hufn ) Marbled Clover:
Aldermaston, 17th July (G.E-F.3 K.H.P.; P.S.).

Diachrysia chryson (Esp.) - Scarce Burnlshed Brass
Aldermaston, lst Angust (G. E-F., K.-H.P.; P.S.). -Another

~ exanple of a. species taken® away’ from 1ts main headquarters
',dOWn in the Kennet Valley. : o

B Parascetla fullglnarla (L. ) Waved Black'
Aldermaston, 18th July {G.E-F.; K.H, .P.; P.S. ).

The~SocietyTs.EntehelogiCAi{EVeningJ

S Thls proved a most enJoyable excur51on both by way
of abundance of" species seen and nature of the locality.
Our thanks are due to ‘the Well Barn Estate who gave.
perm1551on for ug to w0rk llght ‘high up on the’ chalk

-.,slopes at.Cow Common 'a lIocality where menmbers could

;Bpread themselves comfortably on the' turf and enjoy a

) splendld night's mothlng. Under warm conditions We - oo

recorded a total of eighty-two ‘species though one of:-‘the

most lmpressive, a large nmale Privet Hawkmoth, chose not

to appear until. around 2 a. n., a time when. some of onr.
members had understahdably departed. for home and bed.

Contributors  f,_ o o ﬁ”l 3

K. Alexander (K. A )P G. Bellamy (G B.); Mrs. H: G.
faker (H.G.B.); :Dr. G. :Bucke (C.B.); Mlss L. E. Cobb
(L.E.C.); Dr. M. Dumbleton (M.D.); Lt Col, G. G.
‘Bastwick-Field (G.E-F.); N. Hall- (N H.); . T..J. G. Homer
(T.3.G.H.); R: G. Leeke (R.G.L.);. Master Andrew May
(AM.); . B. T. Parsons (B.T.P.); K. H. Pipnock (K.H.P.);
P. Silver (P.S.); P. Standley (P 'S.); H. H. Carter'

(H H.C, ) A, Price (A P, ) J P. Warrlck (J P W )

- Our thanks are ‘also’ ‘due"to the Dlrector of.Readlng
Museum & Art Gallery for\allow1ng us-to- inoorporate any
'relevant ‘récords from the Museum's dolléctions and to.
-John Ward' for carefdlly scribing the results of the

" Society's Entomologlcal Evening S S
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WEATHER RECORDS IN 1977

by.M. Parry . . .
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e S . - : - oo : : e A LS e
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MAX.RAIN . 1. 0 B ~ PR DR & SKDIEE DU B b
N 1 DAY 1621 161 F 1001 9.8% b4 203t 471 31,8 60 1 179 1 12,3 1169 13,8
.| DATE 3¢ 9} 26426 .2 137171162 81 1} 7 |16
| LOMEST RN OF CONSECUTIVE. | N T T NS
3 RAINOAYS | Wb 10 T2 sE 7 p o9t 3p st b b 59 -
* LONGEST RN OF CONSECUTIVE o | b SR -
DRYDAYS. .} 4t 31 .81 .74 84 5| M. f &itg | 4i61]3 -
: siowoRseeroas 1 s b 1} 2 f 2b ot of of ofo ] oo} t]o |10
: - DAYS ‘SNOW LYING .- tF o} cof 0 -0t o} o 04004 0} 0L 0} 1
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CESERVATIONS AT READING UNI VERSITY FETEDROLOGICAL STATION



. June:

December

Monthly Weather Notes, 1977-’

o "‘he first month sincc Mexch to be warner thah average. ary -
- apd sunny, . thou.gh with f'requent mornlng fogse . .

Y
. .

Co}.dest J'a.xﬁuary‘ Smce 1 936 w:Lth air températures at -
belOW“’O C for 122 hours* - '-1it'tle 6::‘1er aud a- 11tt1e S
su.nn:l.er than a.vera_,e. w4 'f.". : ,_1-_; TSR S

z.Warmedtmfwde yea,rs, but mré than tvige. the norma.l S
¢ ;rainfall (yet also sunnier than average) on 23rd, 1. 2nte
el of padn” f@ll in' 3 mlnutes ( a- r'ate of- appronmately 1 inch
CAlPeF hdur) ' :

Agam mla. w:_th 15 6 c (60F) rcachcd of 2na. wet and duli

’,_V,Col*d,, w‘xth a mee.n ‘temp@rature hardly dbove ’chat of Mnrch

ond & warmgst day. 3 C colder than that of larch: rainfall
a. little below, sh:Lne a 11tt1e above normal S e

i;“_';‘Rathcr cold and dry, but sunr;y the 27th whs ‘I:he sunn:.est '

day s"ince la’ce May 1966

o Cbad for June 3 also rather wet s Wi.th 20mm. falling’ on one-.
Ao @byt on-thth clefmne £oll-in 3 mimutes ( a rate ‘of -over
. .3 inches per hour’) dur:.ng ‘& hebsry thunderstorm “aullest

- June-sincessunshine records: begon in Reading: (1939}, with

a sunsh:i.ne record »about tbat of - an a.vera,ge I/Ie.rch, and 5

f"'consecm‘tive Bunless da;{s, 171:11 215t. B

; H\'Prov1ded the yet\.r s warmest day (m’tmmm 26 9 C) very
+ ary-(the driest July since.1955) and’ sunny. .

' Continued the coolor-than-average {rond: . the 19%h a5 the
- coldest August night since 1954. With over 5 inehes of rainy
" this was the wettest August since reliable recards begen at

this station in 1920: hecavy Ffalls ‘included 10mm. dnm. 12

~ minutes %a. ‘rate of about.2.inches/hour) and 4.2mme in' 3
mii'n,l‘tés |

over 3 :mchea/hcmr) :L'n thunaerstorn rains, on 17th,

H Cool a;nd. very dry, m.th 18 consecutlve dry days constltut:'mg
the year 8’ only drought pcrlodg it e

__Avera,ge wenth . fOr terperaturc, but rather dry . and surmy. e
- also the year's windiest month, with a hlghest gust of 63 mph.

.Mlld nonth mth no snow and ha_lf Novenbcr s nunbcr of air

frosts: thc warmest day's tempcraturc of a2 C on 23rd. - -
was the highest since December) 1961. '
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Monthly Weather Notes, 1978~ -

A cha.ngeable monthe Though only slightly cooler than average, it
had more air frosts than any January since 1968 and most- ground
frosts :since 1965. Both. wetter and sunnler than usual.

Coldest F\ebruary since 1969 and with the longest duration (237 hours)
~ of freezing temperatures in Eebruary since’ 1965 Slightly drier
: Uand less sunny than a.verage. ) . S

o \armer, _wetter a.nd yet sumnicr thn.n o.verﬂne. An unsettled month W1th

some very low baronmetrie oressure ond - some’ strcmg 1nnds.

i

A cold month (2 degrees C. below nOrmal) with day-time ten;peratures
_especially low; the coldest April since.1922. Although in fact
-slightly drier thar average, it was the wettest April since 1973

(illustratlng the rocent” tendeney towards &ry spring. months).- Also )

/the dullest April since 1966.

»'A month of avera,ge tempersture 2 though "the f:.rst half was cool and

the second mild, and the last day of the month was the warmest of

. the whole year (an unusual distinction for May and an indication of
~© - the. coolness of the summer). Wetter and Sunnier than ‘average.- Also
- .-~ notable.-for.its. unusually hlgh frequency of winds between North '
and Bast (61...,")

‘_3 Cool, somewhat drler than average, 'but also very deflclent in sunshin

4 ’xgaln cooler than averaue and very dull (least July sunshlne since

1965) Somewhat wetter than average.

Ago.:.n cool but qu:l.te sunr;y, with less than average runfall. . This

completed atrio of surmer months about 1 degree C. cooler the.n norma.

Average temperatures but very dry o.nd sunny (the sunniest September

- The first warm month (in releation fo ovcrwe) since I/hreh w1th 1ts
‘warmest day exceedlno that of Scptembér and rivalling that of lugust.

Also extremely dry (usuelly October is the seeond Wettest month of

the. year): "o late taste of SUMIET o

The Wo.rmst November since 1963 end o.lso unel’mrﬂcterlstlcally dry -

- (Noverber is - usu:lly ‘the wettest menth) , the driest since 1956.

Near—avera,ge temperaturcs but the Wettest nonth of the year and

- the. wettest December since 193k, The 10th was not only 1978's wette:
.day but also the wettest December dny in- the University station! s _

reeord (which began in 1921). . ..



