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Meetings and Excursions 1977-78

After the.Annual General Meeting on 13th October 1977
(attendance 57), Miss S. Y. Townend,delivered her .
Presidential Address entitled 'You should be in a Museum'
Other lectures during the winter were 'Gulls', by Dr. Gillian
Thompson (56); ‘'Invertebrate Life of Shore and Shallow Seas
around Britain', by Dr. V. George (53); 'Small British
Mammals', by’ Mr.-T Healing (59); 'Sent.to.Siberia' (seareh
for the beglnnlng of the Cambrian period), by Dr. A, W.
Rushton (43); 'A Botanist in Scandinavia', by Dr. Francis
Rose’ (47}3.7 *Ecological Aspects of Countryside: Menagement!',
by Miss Wehdy:Rees (33);. 'Orthoptera of the Reading Area', -
by Mr. Nigel Phillips-(35); ~and 'Plant Life:of:Tenerife!’, by
Dr. E. V. Watson (40). Members' Evenings of Films, Talks
and" Exhlblts, at which’coffee and biscuits- were served, were
held on 8th December (62) and 16th March (45), e

- There were winter walks to College Wood Gorlng Heath,
for mosses on 12th November (16); around Reading, for trees,
on 10th:- December; to the Pangbourne. area,: for:-general
intérest, onc 7th January; . and to Burghfield.and Ufton Nervet,g
to study lichens, on 4th March-(21). On 4th February, & wet .;:
and misty.- day, a. party of eaght Went to Pagham Harbour-to .. .. -
watch: blrds. , yrih il Bl et v

The summer field excursions wers-to the- Checkendon area,c
for spring flowers, on 22nd:April.(27); Wellington Country .
Park,. Stratfield Saye, for-general:interest, -and Stratfield -
Saye: Park and Stanford:End, for bats, on. the evening of 4th-
May (18); the Lambourn Valley, for fish and other-river = .
life, on 6th May (10); Xent's Hill, for birds, on the even-
- ing of-18th May (12); ' Woodwalton:Fen, Huntingdon;.by:coach
on-27th May. (39) “Aston Rowant National-Nature: Reserve on
3rd June (13)3 *Bucklebury-area for.flora and:a barbecue,- on
17th June (31); 1Hartslock.(BBONT“ReServe)ionathe evening: of.
2hth*June (24); :White Horse Hill:-(joint.exeursion with :
Abingdon N.H.S.) for. downland filora; on-lst July (24)s ~
Hurley .Chalk Pit, for-orchids:and other - chalk. flora, on’ Sth
July (15); Well Barn Farm on the Berkshire Downs, -for moths,
on the evening of 1lhth July (25); Ashampstead area for flora
and general'interest; on 15th.July’ (22) 3 Warren Bank, Ipsden
( BBONT: Resefve ) for grasshoppers, on the evening of- 26th '
July (27)%- Padworth area, ‘for- general interest,.on 29th-
July (23)i* the Basingstoke €anal in the" Aldershothleet aredy:
oni-12th August’ (6), Heath 'Pool, Finchampstead, for. flora, on- -
19th August (16)3. - and’Swyncombe Downs for chalk flora:-and' - ‘.
general interest). with Abingdon N.H.S., on. 9th Séptember (21)3.-
fuhigus forays weré~held in7the Chinnor area on- 26th August:
(13) and at the Warburg BBONT Reserve at Bix on 23rd September.
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You should be in-a_Museum:

“Abstract  of Presidential Address delivered
to the. Readlng & Dlstrlct Natural’ Hlstory 8001ety
I on 13th October 1977
h. by Shlrley Y. Townocnd, B Sc.
Sehool - Llaison Offlcer, Readlng Museum & Art Gallery

As the President did not feel;that her. address.was'suit—'
able for reproduetion in its entirety in the 8001ety s e
Journal, 1t is presented here in pre01s form..

9TM1ss-Townendff1rst gave somethlng»of a personal history
of her early life, training and :work, making references to
the very occasional contacts with museums and ending with the
suggestion by a frlend that she. "ought to be in a museum"

1t was" 1mportant to. give sone explanatlon of the natlonal
pié¢ture in relation to museum education services before talk-. -
ing spec¢ifically about local aspects. She had read that
"John Amos Comchims (1592-1670) produced the first educational
visual aid. His Orbis Sensualium Pictus was the first educa-
tional text book to attempt teaching through illustration and
it. remained -a’ standard teaching work throughout Europe for -
many,. bany - years. An. expatrlate Czech, .he influenced the
formation of the Royal Society. . He was a great teacher. who
always encouraged a broad general education and the. teachlng
of experlmental 501ence" : S

iThé?f1rstimuseum loan service was established by Liverpool
in 1884. Now many museums provide facilities for both visit-
ing groups and for loans. ‘A wide variety of intra-nural
services and activities was provided, primarily of beéenefit to
urban areas. Loan services might'offer the only opportunity
of contact with the museum to schools in rural areas. The
materdal, largely, could be handled, an experlence for which -
there was no substltute. : : :
The Survey of Prov1nc1al Museums and Art Gallerles,_by’,
the Standing Commission (The Rosse Report), 1963, stated:
"It seems to us impossible to over-estimate the importance to . .
future generatlons of teaching childrén the use and 51gn1f-
icance of museum. objects, and we urge those local authorities
which. . have . not yet developed, or‘aSSistéd-museums\in'their'
areags. to develop, -d school service to do so without delay; -
and especlally to prov1de a loan service to all rural areas."

Also, the Report of the Department of Educatlon and
Science, 1973, recommended that "Local education authorities
and teachers should be more aware of the part nmuseums can
play in the educational process."
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MWritten rocords of .ax organiged loan: service ipun by the
Superlntendent of Readlng Museum dated from :1911. - The_foqnd-fJ
ations of the present service were laid down in 1930. The
first, Museum Loans Officer, was appointed in 1946, and Miss
Townend was appomnted to thms post 1nrl952 CCAPIAE

[y [ ,‘4 s

F'llawﬂcp-
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......

1ast twenty flve years - supply%ng real prects supplemented
by facsimiles, replicas, copies, models, illustrative materlal,
naps . and; notegs = .to any, educationalk establishment..and. any .
orgunlsatlon or 1nd1v;dual reqpiring £ducationals rqaourqes ;in
Berkshire .- admlnlsterlng the Readlng-AudLoﬁV1§ual Adds g
Library,. ancludlng Filns = and a few other things. : Her survey‘
of procedure was necessar11y~superf101a1, and, tlmeyallowed her,;:
to give .only a few. examples. .. . L0 o oo Flges bask
First it was necessary to find out what was required,
i.e. to engage in, market.research, by making vigitg, to: ,
schools, teachersi ceptres aﬂd<xher establlshments, by. talk- . -
ing with v151ting teachers, by drawing on their own experiences
and learning from other museunm services,. . Priorities were:
difficult to sort out. as- POSSlbllltleS were.unlimited: An
optimum of about 20, 000 loans per:-year coyering,a w1de : range
of subjects was almed at.-~This, proved to be.a: serlopsrunder-
estimate. Suitable material had to be acqulred from the
Museum, as gifts, or by purchase. Sources were widespread

and numerous. Preparation,’ presentatlon and - paékaging of the o

very+wide  variety of’suBJects for transport-followe

A catalogue, produced in alternate ycars, and .a termly
newsletter: were seht to all educatlonal estabilshments from
nursery to anivérsity. In~ ‘administration-of bookihgs, the
key word was 'flexlblllty Collections were avallable for
two-weék periods, the Audlo*V1sua1 Ald ‘makerial for ong’ week
and framed- plctures for a terh.  Transport- was- part ‘of the
servide, thée ceunty being covered by ten routes and the town
by four. i ol pie i

Every single thing was checked on return and demanded
cleaning and maintenance to different degrees. Miss Townend's
own sphere was largely fur, feathers and fabrics. Up-dating
and replacement of damaged, worn or missing items was a con-
tinuing process. Borrowers were given advice on handing and
display but requested not to attempt repairs should accidents
happen. Stock-taking was done at the end of each term. The
eleven staff handled nearly 20,000 loans in 1976-77, which
came near to a viable service for,Berkshire

Classes visiting the Museum and Art Gallery might receive
short 1ntroductory talks from the curatorlal staff. School
etc. and staff mlght paﬁtleipate in courses,lconferenCes, e*t'
talks and exhibitions. An annual Pottery Project resalttsin’
an exhibition of selected items in the Art Gallery. Also,

g-a few comments on her early years, she endeav-~=

e e
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the Laffan Prize for Natural History was admlnlstered by‘the'
School Serv1ce Sectlon.

Contacts with other tYodies" were’ v1tal espec1ally with
other museums. Miss Townend had been fortunate to attend
twenty-one conferences of the Group for Educational Services
in ‘Museums and -was pr1v11eged with ‘four’ educatlon offlcers
from other riiseuns, to tour selected museums 1n Belgium aB the
guest of.- the Belglan Government.' i '

Profe531ona1 staff trled to Keep- abreast of current trends
in -museun edudation’ and especially, educatlonal practlce,'such
as Env1ronmental‘8tudles. There was 1ncreased empha51s on the__
inmportamce of using the ‘primary resources ‘offeéered by the "
Seéction. There had been no need to ‘advertisé the service as
demand could never be met. In 1976-77 there were over 9,000
recorded refusals. : ' '

Mr. W. A, Smallcombe, the first Director under whom Miss *
Townend served had 1ntroduced her to the verse.l;

"I have flve senses you must reach .

If I'im to learn, and you're to teach~"

With taste, touch, smell and sight sor clear, '
Must I receiVe all sense by ear”" S ’

. There, was. no end to the p0551b11it1es for museum ser—
vices to meet this plea by both their. intra-‘and extra-mural-
programries.

MlSB Townend concluded by saying that her audlence
should now have some - 1dea of why she was a 'museum ‘piece'.

As an epllogue, she sald that: her talk was based on the
situation pertaining prior to April, 1977.  Drastic-euts in-
finance by the. Berkshire Education Committee resulted in such
staff reductién that the Museum and Art Gallery could,
subsequently, offer only a minimal loan service and no
transport. . - : :

The Fishlock Prize

‘At the Society's Annual ‘General Meeting on 12th October -
1978, the Fishlock Prize was presented to Nlcholas Verge,-
aged twelve, for 1nterest in geology. .
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A Biological-Record Centre
by H. H. Carter

Change is the keynote of our, times, no less consplcuous_
in our env1ronment than .in our soc1ety " On the geologioal
time- -scale, the Quaternary epoch in Wthh we live ‘is excep-
tional for its rapld cllmatlc fluctuatlons from cold to ‘hot”

“and. from wet to dry, changes Bo sudden that measurable
dlfferences can be detected w1thin the span of a 51ngle human
llfetlme, brmnglng in thedir traln many obv1ous shlfts in ‘
d1stribut10n espec1ally of mlgratory animal spe01es. Super-
1mposed on these are the changes brought about by human '
agencies. at rates several orders of magnltude faster. Mech-~
anised -man can fell a wood in a week qr. plough out a pasture
in a day, 5o far outpaclng the speed of natural evolutlon‘”
that only the least spec1allsed most adaptable ‘plant and
animal species can survive. . :

QOut of:  the need to monitor these changes and to identify
the. spe01es and ‘habitats. whlch are at risk was born .the
Natlonal Blologlcal Record Centre at Monkswood. This in turn
prollferated a chain of regional sentres, of which there is
now.one in praotloally every English county. Most of these
‘are, housed in county ruseuns , which already ‘held a mass of
1nformat10n in the form of collectlons, written records and’
'publlshed reports, and had. profe551onal naturallsts on the1r
staff who could handle and evaluate it. -

In the 1nterest of easy exchange of 1nformat10n,“ B
'Monkswood encouraged the adoption of a standard system’ of
recording .. Bach centre has a species lndex, a geographlcal
index angd a set of marked maps. S . .

The speoies 1ndex contalns a card or sct of cards for
every plant and anlmal spec1es in the county on which 1nform-
ation is avallable, namlng every 51te from whlch ‘the species
has been recorded, usually with. some 1ndlcat10n of how up- to-
date..the -record is, and stating. whether the spec1es is
abundant or rare, of regular or. casual occurrence.

The geographlcal 1ndex con51ets of a set of files’ cover-
‘ing the whole area of the county, usually on- “the basis of one
‘file. for each 10Km ;or S5Km square of thé¢ National Grid, N
containing 1nformatlon on the- entlre fauna and flora of each
site within the square so far as. it is known,ﬂtogether with
Ageneral~1nformatlon as- to habitat type and land use, owner- .
ship, 1mportance for conservatlon and so- on.

The maps 31mply serve to establlsh the location and
‘extent of the sites. name? in-the files; there is not room on
a map to show more. than aifraction of the available informas-
tion. It may he p0551ble to 1ndlcate the position of. a few .
very rare or important spe01es on a map, but. these are Just
the sites whose existence may be widely known but whose exagt
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location may nced to be'kept'confidential,~80 that a map is
not the best way to record them.

Collectors are an intensely territorial species, return-
ing annually to well-defined small areas as falthfully as )
mlgrant swallows to thelr nestlng places, but few indeed are
the collectors who record grid references for all their
. captures or observations. In the interests of brevity and
often of security they give" ‘their favourite locallty the name
of a district or nearby village, often the nearest bus stop
or car park or pub. It is then the business of the blologlcal
recorder to secure more prec1se ‘information, ideally by
accompanylng his 1nformant on a collecting trip. His bugbear
is the collector who, Well aware of the danger of over-
collecting a rare or local speciles, cannot resist the tempta-
tion to obtain a long series for his cwn cabinet but -then
feels in duty bound to make amends by conceallng the site from
211l other potent1a1 collectors.

This brings us’ on to sources of information. Faced with
an area of several thousands of square kilometres, and armed
‘with personal knowledge of only a few plant or animal groups,
the biological recorder is heaV11y dependent on outside
sources, .of which local natural history societies are the
fiost important. - Collectively or as ‘individuals, at first hand
or through the medium of county recorders, they supply 90% of
his raw materials. Let me emphasise at this .point that
although some records are mnore exciting and interesting than
others this has no bearing on their importance. In fact the
occurrence of a rare vagrant bird or casual alien plant is of
less 1mportance in building up a picture of thé biological
resources of a county than the knowledgec that sparrows nest
~or daisies grow in village X. True, there are good records
~and bad ones, but badness consists in dubious identifications
or vague localities,. which present the conscientious recorder
with his severest problems. All naturalists know the temp-
tation, when in doubt, to "upgrade" their record by referrlng
it to the rarer of two species, and the collection of a
specimen to authenticate the identification is not always
possible or desirable. Still more frustrating is the remark
"Common everywhere" ‘or "Widespread in the Reading area. All
‘this really means is that the observer has seen the species
at sites A, B, C and D but did- not note down and cannot now

© - remember. the detalls, and feels sure that if- somebody Were to

look for 1t at site E he would find it. The most a recorder
can do w1th this'is to make an equally vague entry on his
species card and leave a- blank on his ‘geographical lists. Thus
the observer has in fact contributed less information than if
they had named one definite locality for the species.

_ Perhapé the ideal observer from the recorder's point of
view is the one who finds a site that nobody else has looked
at and visits it once a fortnight for three years, recordlng‘
everything he can, 1dent1fj and - submittlng specimens of
everything he cannot. The site need not be: outstanding. A
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stretch of overgrown hedge along the side of a field, offer-
ing shelter from cold winds ‘and, expesure-to the sun, can
produce an impressive:list of invertebrates when worked by
this method. But a much less intensive survey than this can
be of value for identlfying sites that deserve conservatlon,
prov1ded that ‘detailed and specific infcrmatlon is forthcoming.
It is easy’ tosay “This is 4 rnice piece of ‘Wwdodland ard should
not be destroyed" “but a much better casé can-be made for its
preservatién if one can” saY‘instead "PHis WOOd contains ‘one
hundred and twenty spedles of’ inWering plants, tWenty speeies
of nesting blrds and flfteen Species of " ‘butterflies'. Slngle
\observatlons aISO have their" value, ﬁhough of co&rse it takes
a lot of thém to add up tO‘a sysfematlc survey. S :

fn Berkshire there i&‘no- county museum, ana the' blological
_recofd éentre “has theréfore beerf ‘éstablfshéd at Reading.. -
' Recérds sent t6° the" Societyts Tecorders Cother. than ‘the
Recorder for Vertebrates!) will not necessarily reach the
record centre unless they are selected for publication in the
Reading Naturalist, but I will undertake to pass on to the
appropriate Society or County Recorder any records sent to
me from Berkshire or elsewhere.

T

' ANNOUNCEMENT

'A List of. the Dlptera of the Reading Area' by H,. H
Carter was pu611Shed in 1978 as‘a‘supplemént to the Readlng
Naturalist no. 30. "It is obtainable, price £1.80, on ...
application to “the author at Reading” Museuml Blagrave Séreet
Reading. .
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Common Bird Census

- by Davigd- Jenklns
(Lelghton Park School Bird Group)

: Maklng regular censuses is an easier way of flndlng how
many blrds are breeding in a certain area ‘than locating
their nests, wh:Lchr apart from dlsturbing the" nestlng blrda,
may also lead: Corv1ds ‘to. the nest which they will then‘ ' N
- A :census is ‘done by walking round an area ‘and mark—
ing on a map all the ‘birds heard 51ng1ng or. seen in that ‘area.
For- thLB a wide knowledge of blrd songs and calls is essentlal,
After maklng regular censuses throughout the breedlng .season,
you can superimpose all the records of a certain species

- either singing or seen.in a small area, and then. by drawing a

line round. them you flnd a blrd's terr;tory and you .can be
almost certaln that sthat. bird has,a nest within that terrltory,

KEY TO MAP
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M  UAGPIE TC TREE CREEPER | GC GOLDOREST =
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RECE S cores i Ring-necked, duck 1n Berkshlre h)ﬁgﬂ

- by Rlchard Hewltt ., o -
(LeightéﬁbRark School “Bird” Group) St e

, ' On a:coldwiwétVda§g"5th'February 19783 ‘T watérned =w -
¢ : adult male Rlngrnecked du¢k, Aythya collaris, amongst a- ,‘
i flock of abgut- f}fty Tufted dutk at Theale ‘gravel "pit. ‘A

Seelap at BurghfleLd graVel pits,: ‘ah accdunt . of’the appearance
and rangerof the spe01es may be of lnterest i :

The ththédked duck Whlch is of the _sane genus a§ the
Tufted duok "ythza fuligula, it a: casual VlSlth toNEurepe
_fronm North Amem;cgl It-was first. desC;lbed 1n‘EuroRe from a-
- Specrmen *shot ' in
“ially acceﬁted -a$ a recerd 1p 1955 Since then there has
been an’. 1norea51ngfnumber of 51ght1ngs ‘all-ovar: Europe,
ough of colirse some of theso nay be" escapes from prlvate

,eollectlons.

et R TN e A i e 1

T LN C r

~- -t e

. The Ring-necked duck's breedlng ground is the 1nterlor

: cpf the west of America from British Columbia south to

3‘.Washington and New York, with sporadi¢ breeding further south

© in wéstern and eastern USA. Since thé 1940's it has extended

ixitSHﬁange east of the Great Lakes. The w;nterlng areas are

j western, eastern and southern parts-of the USA, the West
‘Indies, Mexico and Guatemala, someflndlylduals reaching

¥ Venezuela and Trinidad. i : »

i"/ The male is black on 1ts;ﬁpper parts, glossed with pur-
ple:on 1ts peaked head and a llttle green on its back. The
-fbreast “bedil, -undertailang- tip of ‘beak: (na;l) are also black.
'The 51des are white, ‘with thln black Tines” naklng them
resemble greyy.¢but outlined 1n pure white with a broad 'spur'
lof whlte in front of the folded wing The wing is black
{w1th a faint grey speculum ‘and a wlde pale grey stripe along
flts length, in flight. Thg¢ bill is a dark grey-blue with a
~consplcuous, sharply- deflned white band behind the black
: lail and a’narrow whlte\band d¥ound the base. The eyes are
i_orange-yellow and the feet blue~grey to grey.
Lo : AN

{ b The female is malnly-brdwn, darkest on the crown and

many people must have seen this dndividual, either. at Thealer

ncolnshlre in- 1801,lbut it wastonly SPLrg- .

' llghtest on'spur', The flanks and-Belly:are & mottled brown. :°

The'wh;te eyestripe‘and gye-ring form characteristic
'spentacleS“ 5. The w1ngé are brown with a broag &rey. stripe,
151mm1ar to the md@e. The' whlte on' the  beak'fs ‘Teds conspic-
:‘upné §hd therevls o band rohnd the base of the, blll. N

{

; . S T

i The male resembles a nale Tufted duck but the Tufted

fviacks the distlnctlve bill and white 'spur'. The Tufted also
hqs a drooplng 9rest not a peak. The male Scaup Aythya

; gz&la looks @ bat llke It at first glance, but has a pale

.'gpey ack, no bill- marklngs or 'spur'. The female is hard

tofdlstmﬁgulsh at a distadce from other females but does

the the" 'Spectacles'

.
foee - .-»_-- 5 ¢
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In the period 1958-1972, thirty-five Ring-necked ducks
were recorded in Britain. There were probably at most
thirteen individuals, however. Many have stayed for long
periods, but it 1is noteworthy that over a quarter have
appeared in January.“, '

Apartﬂfromra series of records in Armagh, where one or
two birds stayed for eight winters, most occurred on lakes
and flooded gravel pits in southern England. Here also,
individuals returned for successive years to the same local-
ity (e.g. Dorchester gravel pits in Berkshire/Oxford near
Reedham in Norfolk, Slaptonley in Devon and Marlow gravel
pits in Bucklnghamshlre) i A

©" . The Stream; An Epitaph’ .

Many of you may remember that a few years ago Peter
Cuss and myself gave a talk on the conservation work we had
been doing on 'the stream'. Those familiar with the local
topography will know it better as Berry Brook, a small brook
flowing from Lower Caversham, along the Thames valley and
parallel to the Henley Road, eventually joining the Thames
at Shiplake. The area we worked on can be reached by walk-
ing a hundred yards along a small lane opposite the entrance
to Caversham Park Village (seec map). The talk we gave was a

:ceiebratlon of. the-~stream’s renalssance' thlS qrtlcle ;s J

ar sorry to say, an obltuary.' The chcroachlng gravel-' ,
workings have not only eaten tree and ryde, wood and fleld
but now the final insult, the stream has been blocked up so
that the bed is dry and barren, a haven for rabbits and
birds. The dying leaves rustle™and whisper sadly amongst
themsleves, lamenting lost llfe and growth.

One Sunday afternoon; some flve'years ggo, Pete and I

- ook our,bi=weekly siroll down to the str' . Fop:the first.

t

“.tlme we noticed that “things were amlss With %he stream.;~1tg:_i

i 3 E was! bding used“ae a nubblsh dump apd we : declded ‘upon the L
T spotthat Somethﬂ?rrg Had*td bé dorewThenext Weekencf ‘we set
4 out/, armed’With tpadés and ropes, rakes and ‘boots; our task

was %o kedp us oce¢upiéd for many years. *The <physical * ¢
objects came first under our wrath; a car was towed out by
the Council and -with our bare hands we removed a washlng-
machine, tin bath, spin~dryer, pran, cash-reglster,'7
car-bonnet, tyres and enough brick, concrete and wood to
build o semi-detached house! Many of these had sunk deep

o
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into thick mud. The car-bonnet needed five of us to remove
it. We both received many cold bootfuls of water, and
freezing duckings when a rope snapped or a rake broke during
a crucial stage in ' the proceedlngs. I still have this strange
memory of one moment straining to remove a log with my rake,

. @ sudden crack of wood, and the next moment’ Iying~ on my’ baek -
" under the- watér.; I can still see the look on Petd's faee as

I toppled)over. ' ) S :

By early sprlng we had removed all the aebrls and
turned to the more dlfflculb'task of erasing the chemical
pollution and restorlng the 1ife of the stream. We began by
building a rapid, thus helplng oxygen to enter the water,
and gleaning plants ﬂrom other sources. These plants were
placed in,strategic greas, away from the main flow. We spent
many cold February. afternoons fishing on the banks of the
Thames, Within a. few months, there were flourishing colonies
of Bream, Dace and Stickleback in the stream. We also began

U Ed breed our. own snails, so that later that year we were

able. .to. introduce _large quantltles of watetr- snalls, so import-
~ unit 0 the ocology of any strétch of water:  Frog-spawn was

" added as well, so that by late spring we had a flourishing
flora and fauna agaln. The sunmer saw Nature cover the

from our toil, except for the occasional élearlng-up ‘v Q”‘Z
-operation after mindless vandals had: depoilted more rubbish

in the clearing waters. If they had everjbeen caught we’
should not have hesitated to offer them as sacrifices to
Poseidon. The coming of autumn, showed that some work. was
still necessary, and many more cold days Were spent grovelllng
in the mud and silt. The animal- and planht-life still needed
re-stocking, and soon we saw the return of Bull- flsh/and e
caddis-flies. On the whole, we were 2bleito potter ‘about,
cleaning and amendlng. Time and Nature weré doing most of

the work now. , Con T e

: y e
The follow1n§‘perlod saw the best of the stream for
many years. We B t“on the banks coollng our feet ‘the sun.
warming our backs, while the fish basked,; flies buzzed and
rnesguitoes droned hypnotically, a flash of :iridescént blué
heralded the.pa@sage of a kingfisher, a dyggon- fly thrummed v
past depositing its eggs in the shallowrwatér. By moOnIight S
we sat om the bridge, beneath the stars, smoklng our pipes - - =
and 1lstening to.the nerry gurgle and splash of fresh clean -
water. EVerythlng sang with 11fe 5 sweet hunm.- : -
This last autumn our work proved, in the end to have .
been in vain. The nearby gravel-workings, moving. closer and
closer, turned the water to thick brown sludge and :coated
everything in silt. Slowly this cleared;, only for,the ford
to be made into a gravel road, to provide.a- passage “for a o
giant crane, The workmen would not remowve the gravel, '
though theyéaéréed to*carve a narrow chapnel for the water.
The final igsult .cdme in early November when<the smaller °
up-stream ford was blocRed with thick clsy.1We spent a

i
¥

; : i : o
: ; H . “
i Lo % : oo .
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Sdtdrday merning attempting té carve a’ channél-thréugh this
and’’succeddéd in- gettlng\QAsmall flow; butvthe' chay has i
unfortunately become a* “thick" sladge and ‘we' could reméfe oily
"8 Small amount. ‘Whéré ohdeéithere was watés  dhd: 1iié there
are now only damp bed and dying plantg.:’ vor P Paaul

wa H4dh’ more>irrevodable daage” will beé: done £6 our
green and pleasant 1and, by whet Home”call Ay r6gress1~f1’
before the'! pbwers—that-be realiSe theré must bean-end to"
this madn®as? 'Those" ‘Whd"* complaln at the 1058 of* pend‘ hedge
and#dod’ ard” brandéd- as”écééntriccand crackpet. We' should
not-only be strlving to'dave arels’ of outstanding’ beauty from
“the avaricious, ‘but’ also” “the more’ ébmmon and“Joeal” country—
_ side.) HOW‘lbng ‘beford we waké' ‘up® > ahd  £inMdc this: typiéals:
' ébuntry51de has béOOME atyplial? *The- graveliworkings are’
'ohly a’ beglnnlngJ "ston’will" come - factoriés and houding=
estates Whete" blfds sang and rdbbits playéd “INwishe to"-
remaln close to nature, not estranéed frbm 1t. AR 2

-
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‘by H. H. Carter
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[ir . g cialgeigtos 1 faibdan - aiworfo¥ -
. ¢ In Nowember 1978 I received, word;from Dr.. Bernard-Levy
that the Thames Water.Anthorixyﬁintendedf;o fish eleeirieally
a lKm. stretch of the River Pang between the BBONT reserve
at Moor Copse.and the Water Amthority's own property in
Pangbourne. As this was an ideal opportunity to study the
~fish fauna) of-the river adjmeéent %o, though net actually in,
a siteé which is the only BBONT reserve in the Trust's Mid~-
Berkshire.region and a Site of Special Scientific Interest,
I:presented myself on 9th November at the place appointed,
where -k met BBONT's Conservation Officer, Michael Horwood,
.Mrs Tudoy Davies and three other members of the syndicate who
own the fishing rights and at whose request the operation
was carried out, andia feam.of:four: from the Thames Water
Authority to do the actual work. Dr. Tevy 301ned us later.

The obJect was to remove all 50- called "Coarse Fish",
i.e. the summer-breeding species:including all non-Salmonlds
and Grayling, which were to be transported t¢ other waters,
1eav1ng the remaining Salmonlds fpr the benefit .of the anglers.

R *1 y&s told that when the electrlc flshlng programme was
started two years ago, Grayling were found to be very numer-
.ous. {+a figure of 1500 was quoted but I treat all anglers'
estimates with caution) and Dace were non-existent. At some
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.time -Rainbow. Trout and more recently -Salmon .parr had been
1ntroduced to supplement the . ex1st1ng native Brown Trout.

No Salmon were. seen on this occasion, but parr- -sized.. fish
.would, be: unaffeched. by the flshlng gear and -are ea51ly .con-.
fused with young trout. . :

.. The equipment-used was a fibreglass boat containing a
portable petrol generator supplying current at- 110 volts to
a control unit which emitted it.as.a pulsed DC potential to
two positive electrodes in- the form of 200mm. square grlds -
mounted on insulated poles. The negative electrode was. a
: length of copper braid. towed behlnd the boat. The pulse

..rate was, adJusted by trial and error (dependlng on the.con-
ductlvlty of the .water) so.as to stun.the.more susceptlble
fish while causing only temporary disorgentatlon to the less
susceptible. Large fish and. fish .with a low. metabolic rate
are more, susceptible, The w1nter-breeding Salmonids have
a high metabollc rate, whence their habit. of breedlng in
winter when the oxXygen content of the water is high. Only
the largest trout were at all seriously affected, whereas
most of the Grayling and all the other coarse fish of 150mm.
(6") and upwards were temporarily paralysed. The team of
two electrode-wielders and two net-men donned chest-length
waders and towed the boat upstream, catching the stunned
fish and dumping them into a polytheme bathtub in the boat.
At intervals the current was switched off while the bathtub
was emptied into a land-borne trailer carrying three large
storage tanks and a cyllnder of oxygen which was bubbled
through them. Here the fish rapidly revived.

By noting down all fish as'théy'apbeared, I obtained
the following estimate of population. (Note that all small
.fish such as sticklebacks, bullheads and minnows, and the fry
of larger 5pec1es, remained uncaught ) - ’

Brown*Trput Sélmo‘trutta“L; ' Co132

Rainbow Trout Salmo irideus Gibb. . & (Quite a few
SRR Co - - " 7. of these T
probably
- passed ‘as. -
= o : = Brown Trout
AL . peorly seen.)

_ Grayling Thymallus thymallus (L.) 96

Dace Leuciscus leuciscus (L.) 283
. Chub L. cephalus (L.) \ 12
Pike Esox lucius L. - '~~~ = . ¢ l”.of‘about-4K8
(8 1v.),
“thought- to be
a recent :

“"introduction.
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‘The twd most numerous species, Date -dhd’ Brown Trout,
were noticeably concentrated in a few favpiured spots, par-
ticularly the Dace which were in shoals of ten to thirty.
It was evideht’ ‘that' removal- of'large nuntbers: ot Grayling in
””prev1oas years had '18éd to recolonisation’ from’ Moor Copse

upstreem ‘and immigration of Dace’ (probably from the: Themes)

from® ‘Fowhstredin,” so' ‘that ‘prior’ to %his 'day's flshmng*a«popu-
(~Mlatien’ gradient existed albong. this' stretch ofpdver, with
“"*Grayilng dominant a%t’ ‘the south‘fﬁoorfCopse) snd--ang aace

. dominant throughiout! the mobrthern’ (Pangbourns) halfi: - New:

: doubt’%hls grad1ent—w111 SOOn re—establish 1%3el£“5: %
- One Crayf1sh wae' also Seeh, and this an&mal (whmch does
- not-reSPOnd to: eleetric fishing) is known tbﬁbe.abundant in

the lo"wer P&ng. i P U I.[.,'.‘:. Wi} el 13 mogmld Fae

National Grid References of the two enﬂs of.&he'stretoh

fished are SU 6369 7580 and SU 6368 7507

. L i B 1 G RO e

-“’The GraYlﬁng‘Wére»removed tO’a gravel plt ‘near Fairford
(extept Lor three. sl oxapples taken:ifor :Reading Museum),

the* Pike! was killed and the remaining ¢ oarBe,ilsh,Mere

"~Premoved %o theARlver Oole. in- WGBtJBGTkShlre RS

. .
1 T _.'.;. LT

Coppicing for Conservation Management

by N.. d. Phl;llps
ER 4 i AT SO S R LIV o o TS

Coﬁpicing whs once wideTy hsed asi a- method,of prOV1d1ng
;a reaqy ‘supply ‘of’ small timbery. -If, for example, hazel was
i the tree to-be copplced ''thé -'end’ products could have: been .
“bean-poltes, hirdles 'for''use Bound ‘the farm, stakes .or, if
Civ was-crodked fdré-<wood.’ " In the Chiltérns, bedch was . often
"copplced’to prov1&e the ‘furniture ‘trade 4t High Wycomber with -
" arrs’ and ‘Tégs “for chairs.” ﬂBeech'cdppmeeJWasJalso used £0
U fuel Yritk kflns, such dsthe’ one on Nettlebed Green. Oak .
“nas wlE6 beér coppiced, ito provide - ‘very ‘tough: farm stakes
for fencing and, like ‘thé ‘Weech, for Turniture. &

-

SR A L Coppicing is-‘the dction ‘of cutting off : the re—growth

SRR ‘the :st'6ol or P o B tree -on & regular ibasis at int- -
ervals o ‘BéVen %o - twen%y'yeaﬁs :dépending con tthe species '
;ﬁvolved. P -tHe copplcéuis ‘Well ‘managed .and ithe cstoolsa do ¢
not crowd: each "etHeér, the shoots ‘coming from the vecently

T otou stunp Wil¥ grow -stvaight and ¥=1l. The c¢utting takes

Vplace_When ‘the required:dismetey has beem rTeached.: Phism of
course-‘depends o1 the “use the wood :will be putto. Hazel
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coppice for hurdles may be cut at sevén years and oak for
-stakes at. fWenty ' : 4

_ »Copplglng aspanform of fereet.management, probably'
dates back to Neolithic: times,. although it was then undoubt-
~-edly. done accidentally and haphazardly. =In_l483-A.D.ein_the

- rreign. of ‘Edward IV, a. statute came intqo force authorising

the- enclosuré - of. recently. cleared wepodlands for .seven: years,

. to. exclude pigs, goats, sheep-and cattle. This was.to.allow
the coppice ‘time to develop without, browsing by animals..
From this .date until guite recently, coppiced woode played
an ever increasing part in the economy of the countryside.

- However, at:the present date of 1978, coppicing has virtually
. ceased because of the existence of mechanical saWs_which can
cut timber to any size required, making it unnecessary to
select carefully the right sized piece of timber for a
particular JOb

This brlngs us to the p01nt of this paper. Why should
we. be concerned .about re-establishing a type .0f woodland
management now redundant?. Whlchever type of tree is coppiced,
the effect is much the same.. ‘The crown of -the tree is virtu-
ally growing stralght.frpm.the'ground;without:a trunk. Thus,
there is a dense leafy cover providing food and shelter for
many animals. Insects, birds and mammals have all come to
utilise this habitat during the several thousand years it
has been available, and since the decline of coppice woods
in the last fifty years several animal species have also
declined, including the nightingale, whitethroat, grasshopper-
warbler and dormouse. ~Many other cdmmoner species will use
coppiced areas to nest and feed, and although they are not
confined to copplce, it may be a preferred habltat if
available. S : .

Among coppiced areas that have been revived in reccnt
years by Conservation bodies are Waterperry Woods near Oxford,
‘managed: by the Nature Conservancy, and.the Warburg Reserve
at Bix Bottom owned by BBONT. . .In both cases, the coppice
.cycle has been established to. encourage local wildlife pop-

ulations and the forest producs. . is, of. secondary 1mportance..
‘At the Warburg Reserve, an eleven~acre -plot of hazel, ash
-and- hawthorn ‘is being’ coppiced .on .an elght-year cycle with
the wholeiplot ‘divided into eight sub-plots, -oné . of, whlch is
..eut each year. . Any useful timber that comes from the coppice
‘is trimmed and stacked -for-sale. .to the public. Bean-poles
and ash stakes are the main products. = ,

The actual cutting of the stools can be carried out in
several different ways. - At the Warburg Reserve, Yorkshire
billhooks and small bow.saws are. usedw Other - methods .

-~ irlclude using 2% 1b Canadlan .axes and - petrol-drlven saws.
Whichewer method is chosen, it is dmpordant .that .the cut
stump should end up with a clean top.  If it is left with a
ragged top, water and -a variety of fungus spores w1ll ‘have -
‘easy access:.into the stump and it will rot. very_qulckly.
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L Obviously, copplclng, if done Correctly, 1s “tifia ‘Eon-
flsumlng and when véluntary labour i8S Yised, Yas Us '6ftén he
 case, néed for insfructldn in the correct-ﬂse 8¢ t5018 ‘may
double thé tinme fhat ‘has to be sﬁent._ HOWevér, & cdfféctly
_fcarrieq-out coﬁp1ca prOgramme caanroduce & very rich
f'habitat. - e

fMiniﬁé?fgt“Cﬁaiﬁ>j“ﬂ &

MRS

byH 'Hy carter i

4

~ r ,-) P %

- The aodldental dlscavery in l9ZL,ef ag qxtqnslve series
of dhambers and galleries underiground. -at Emmer Green, rin

7addition towthose-already: long-known-to gxiet thergy was

featured. in the local- ‘papets:and attracted imuch attention.
They ‘are ;by no means unique, howeverg.and similar- -excavations
are‘knowniat-Yattendon, at Holme :RParkinear:- SanlnSQL@nd at
Warren-Row; betwéen Henley and Bowdey :Hill, ::Chalk was .also

" dug from beneath:bhe brickipits ‘at Katesgrove.in Reading,

:where .Elgar Rddad now runs, though:there-is:no:record here of
extensive ldteral gallerles. L3 ,:t;~w;:,-“ ﬁwufliﬂ.

1 In view. of the ‘numerous surface chalkpits in- oun carea,
it nay sedmwstrange that~the troublé¢-and expense:of under-

: grdund Workingse was. thought: wonth while to extract -89. ecommon
‘d ‘minerals - Theu expl&nation isiifo ‘be-found &n:the; rapia
advances in- agrlcultural pradtice: during ther early -¢ighteenth
centurfy when . most of. thederexXcavatiohs were Started«:- harge
landownersdiscovered:thaty by suitablectreatment,: hltherto
unproductive soils could be made to yield a profit. Chemical
fartilisers(as ‘uséd=today were - ‘unknown, but itiwag obvious

' that ‘dome: .soilsiwere too-iight and thinp: toipreduee .£004

“‘erops; particularly envchalk-and: gravelfeubsoilgg~uh;Le

‘otherdy ontglay, werd -unduly heavy, and' although-fertile,
were difficult to plbugh without mecharical. g;d,,stlckx, cold
and slow to dry out in winter, and apt to break up into
“brick-Hard slabs.in-summers,-In both:states they were most

‘discouraging.'to poot igrowthi -The idea};soils.were thoge
which ward intermediate inicharacter. :The,ob¥ious;selution

“was.tojadd.clay to the ch@lky!and gravellx 803l sand chalk

ito ‘theigrfdvel and clay, s¢iiss -Farmers- -were - qonvinced. that

wéathered:chalk’ from surfacelplts wag!. anf@rlqr $0. fresh

ehalk from(nnderground .éspecially-when.fhis had, been}pro-
tected from the clements by a blankethgf_impg;qggqs,clgy,
and were willing to pay extra to get the best. Chalk was
also burnt for lime, used to make mortar to bind the mil-
lions of bricks which went into the building of the fast
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-growing. towns, and was the main ingredient of whiting,
‘which had ;many industrial uses, Lime- burners, too, main-
talned that _underground chalk produced a"fatter| stronger
llme, and whitlng-makers found it whlter and purer than
surface chalk The mlnes also. y161ded fresh unweathered
flint, 1nferior for road-making but especially attractive
to manufacturers of porcelain, It is after all not so
surprising that several deep mines for ehalk were sunk in
the Reading area, all without exception located in places
where the outcrop of the chalk disappears under the proteot-
ive clay cover of the Reading Beds. '

For small farmers who could not afford to lay out
thirty or thirty- ~five shllllngs an acre for mining and
carting chalk, there was an alternative, do-it-yourself
method. If there was no convenient surface outcrop of chalk
on their land, the local well-digger would no doubt be able
to tell them where chalk .might be.expected at a reasonable
depth (anything under thirty feet) and would be prepared to
sink a chalk-well, as it was called. The rest of the
" ope¥Fation-‘could:theén be carrisd:out using the ordinary farm
~labour: and ‘equipmerit. "From the base of the well galleries

known -as anglés were driven outwards and upwards until they
reached the 'buried ‘upper surface of the chalk'and ran into
-clay of gravel. As-the work proceeded, the loose chalk
" rolled:dway down-the sloping floor of the angle to the
‘bottom of ‘the:wéllwshaft, where it could be hauled out by
. medns-iof latpope: with a bucket on one ‘end.and a horse on the
-other. Whenevér an:angle ran out of chalk, another would be
started, and finally, if necessary; thé chalk between the
angles could be removed until the roof showed signs of
" .¢aving 'in.  The well-would then be abandoned and the roof
“would ultim&tely collapse,; leaving.a .shallow bowl-shaped
- depressicn.  Not far from the Yattendon chalk mines there is
a ‘small wood called -Chalkangles which must mark the site of
~.a chalks<well, inspired pérhaps by the large-scale mining
“'nearby, and some of the.other Angle-, Angel- and Engle-
place—names of. our ‘area may have ‘a slmilar orlgln., o

: In the large ‘mines -the roof was: left supported by
pillars-ofghalk, 'but the.entrance might become blocked and
thé"site- forgottén until rediscovered. by chance, as happened

-at Yattéhdon ‘and EmmerGreen, 'so there are. probably still a
few mdre such mlnes awalting a finder _

The p0351b11ity of reclaimlng pocr land by the mcthods

*here des¢ribéd léd, in the later-eighteenth and early nine-

L-iteenth’centuryy to thée wave of “enclosures:iof hitherto

unctltivated tommon:land by'dacts of "parliament which trans- .
‘ferréd-it into pPrivate. ownership, to berparcelled out into
the:pattern-¢f hedged fields now thought 6f-as traditional
“and changing- oﬁcé more: under the 1mpact of - further -advances
in agrleultural method. S

PR N A £ e el Lt R "
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-~Fungi found:in Reading area,.1978. .

.by. Ay Brickstock

-+

ek Lo

A pobr séason; owing to the unusual dryness, termlnated
by ~the heavy frosts during the week November -29tha26th.
The nomenciature -5 that ‘of the Blologléél Rééorda Centre.

.'.,.

1 AGARICALES

L5 S LAMERY

Agafiéﬁéhﬁéﬂﬁéstris

Agrocybe éylindracea
praeéox

Amanita citrina
_jc1trina var alba
“fulva
.. -musearia
- pantherina
rgh?scens -

Armillariaﬂmbi;ea
Bolbitius vitellinue

Boletus badius
‘chrysenteron

~xedu,;l.:.s .

T pipbratus”
subtamentosus
tridentinus

Cantharellula c¢yathiformis
Cantharellus cibarius_

Clltocybe ceviibsata
c av1pes

© dicolor
nebularls‘
:suaVEOlens

e

Collybla %utyracea
confluens .
fusipes * <
maculata

Conocybe tenera

Coprinus atramentarius

vy Bisparus o]
comatus

c:disseminatus -

svar: afefbyel

Coprint®” micacéus: oy
‘plicatilis

RUJDSLIns S Lmia e al

Cortinarius’cinnamumeus

o decipiens
JRYIES l.‘-'@ G elathedsid i
aaturnlnus

Drosell&~fracida
FlammullﬁdTV6lutipess

Galerlnaihypﬁorﬁm
myeehopsis

Gomphidite ¥isecidus |
Gymnopilhs penbtrans 0

Hebeloma ‘crustiiliniforhe
fastlbile

'J'Jg 1L = T eX ‘

Hygrophorop51s aurantiaca

Hygrophﬁkushconlcus
- eburneus
~peitthcinus

Hypholomélf&sc1cu&are“0
oSl dpblateritium

Laqcaii&“éﬁé%hysbaa
-laccata

Lacrymaria velutina

Lactarius blennius
2 (L1Lphxypqrrheusy;
T T glycéioEmus
o helyus.
Ryrogalus
V“”gnletus
y:pufus
s...subdulcis
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Lactariué tabidus’
torminosus

Leccinum scaber

_Lepiota érlstata B

’ .- procera .
sistrata

Lepista saeva

Lyophyllum decas§es

Marasmlus androsaceus
. Oreades - ; .
Melanoleuca melaleuca

Mycena fibula
galericulata.
galopus

~0 :;Polygramma,.
- pura
swartzii ...
vitilis

Nolanea sericea:: :.: .
OQudemansiella radicata
Panaeolus foenisecii

Paxilius in?oiutus

I1 AP&YLLOPHORALES

Clavarla helvola

Corlolus hlrsuta
versicolor'

Daedalea quercina, .
Fomes.annosus"

[

III**GAS&ERpmﬁCETALEs

Lycoperdon'caelatum
“‘depressum

f*excipullforﬁe

" perlatum
~ Jpyriforme

Pholiota squarrosa

- Pleurotus dryinus -
.. Pluteus cervinus

"Psathyrella COnopllea

gracilis
hydrophila

Russula aeruginea
. .atropurpurea
densifolia
... emetica
'.Lfragills
‘integra
mairei.
ochroleuca
pulchella

Stropharid aeruginosa

Suillus aeruginascens
‘bovinus
luteus
-variegatus.

Tricholomopsis platyphylla

.rutilans

Tubaria furfuracea

.Grifﬁla‘giganteé

sulphurea

Plptopqrus betulinus

Polyporus brumalis
squamosus
.. varius

- Stereum rugosum

Mutinus caninus

Phallus dimpudicus

Scleroderma aurantium
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Dacrymyces deliquescens

V_ ASCOMYCETES

Chlorosplen;um a #ugfﬁ%§§§§é;i gMitrﬂla paluaosa
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Mos€ ImetBErs - wifk’kndw aboﬁt7the smaII‘area of dhelk:
grassland at Aston Upthorpe, sonmetimés ‘called Juniper Falley,
and many will have visited it in April, when the Pasqueflower
Anemone pulsatlilla, is in bloom. There are many other typ-
ical chalk grassland flowers in thé'¢&lley, “which 48 “.i.
scheduled as a Grade 1 Site of Special Scientific Interest,
mainly“ﬂn ‘gedoun¥ lof5the Juniper growing there._ :This . skrﬂb
“isnow comparatively scarce ‘and its habitat is- also

dlminishlng.L:;;L;;.g T

; + PPy e X
B 5 o s d ke Liiv'l )

NaturaTlists®’ TruéﬁieBBONT) has managed a smalil ‘drea~of thé
vdIleyT(abauﬁ E17RE788) “einée 19647 on tHé basis of &
'géntleman 5 agreemenﬁ**f&fiflfteen ‘yenpsy -éxpiriéng in’ Apnil
this yeapa, QOe ‘kand thas changed hands twice slnce then, and
“dtiis now very gratlfylng tq tnepory.. thqt on‘leh 3&nuany,:
further Agreement was signed by the present owner for‘a '
five-ygar tern’ of“management by BBONT;- ‘no¥only for the . |
DX sent Btid11 "enclbaed adrea; bk fdr ERE enti?e*valley+ con-
sigting as it does of thirty-nine agred." [AftepxPivéyears
from ;Janyary, - the Agreement weuld . be reanab}e ann¥ally.
Certain.gonditions-are. .attaehed . to ghe*ggxeemenf or

- example that .the fencing erected by the. Trug; arouna the'q
orlglnal area shall be removed and no BB §T signs will be
dispiayeé, ‘bt Unréstricted acdeess: o the ! tvelley wills beﬂuf
~&vailable to BBONT- &edbers . WHE sHould - carry thein merber~
ship cardsy: ~Grazipg with cattle or sheep w111 contlnue, ‘but
the Trust will be responsible for the major management taaks
such as ragwort pulling and rabbit control, also the clear~‘
ance“sf Béribt otRé¥“than Juniper. An.dceount.éf: the_area* L
hitherto mifiigéd BY the- ?fust'appeaés dnithes Reading

aturg; 59 RO, 27 pa;26. ST {0 pkberntio

-

"ol el et



- 21 -~ 5 -

The -Recorder's Report for-Batany: ... -

1977-78

by B. M. Newman

Fewer. records were received this year than last but
they covered a wide” range of familiés’and habitats. Records
were sent by the following members and are gratefully
acknowledged:=" Dr. J. Andrews (JA);" Dr. H. J. Mi Bowen
(HJMB); Mr. H. Carter (HC); Miss L. E. Cobb (LEC);

Mr. M. Dumbleton (MD); Mrs. B. Kay (B K); Mrs. A. M,
Sandels (AMS) and Mrs. E. M. Trembath (EMT).

The nomenclature and order are according to the "Flora
of the British Isles" by Glapham,-Tutin.and Warburg. An
alien taxon is indicated by an asterisk (*). Most of the
English IJames are from "English " ames of Wild Flowers",
the recommended list of the Botanical Society 6f the Brltlsh
Isles, but if a different name is commonly used locally it
is .put in immediately after the sclentiﬁlc name in addition
~ to. the . recommended one.,<: e ”,.,_‘3;,1”

AU

Llst of Mombers' Records,-

Dryqpterls borrerl Newm( g;i'-u;  ';S6aij Mg1é;férh1.;Q'J

Scarce, in woodland, Moor Copse. ~ .. .. . . ... . HJMB
Myosurus minimus L. Mousetail ‘- S
Among shrubs in Whiteknlghts Park HJMB
Papaver dublum L. - - ang~he&ded Poppy
Abbey Rugby. Football Ground at Chalkhousa Green, north . of
. Readinr,.scen. throughout the : flowerin@ season.. ;.. ., HG
'PapaVer argemone . Prickly Poppy .
Cornflelds on top of Sulham Hlll.\ f“f . 7 'HJINB
Papaver somnlferum L. y ‘ ' Oplum Poppy _5' 11;
..Well Barn Faxm; Moulsford Downs, 14, 7 78; . Drayton St'qnw
Leonard, (Oxen.y 17,7.798. - - .. ) - LEC
Corydalis ‘slaviclilata (B.)-DC 7w Cllmbiﬁg Corydalls
Seen on N.H. S, excﬁrslon near Stanford Dingley, “Hoc¢Ketts
Wood Bucklebury fish ponds.‘?:” - 'i: HJMB
Diplotaxis tenuifolia (L ) DC . Perennial Wali-roqket
One large plant Amersham Road, Caversham‘ S e ‘HIMB
Iberi & amara I.. N ' "_:f“;fi ’ Wlld Candytuft “il;
' We1l Barn Farm, 14 ? 78 ff:”;'af” L ,LEC
*Thlaspi alllaceug Lol Gaqllc Penny-cress ’
Arable field south.of. Ludgrove School Woklngham. o MD
Teesdalia nudicaulis (L.) R.Br. ‘Shepherd's Créds -

Frilford Golf Course; first record for many years.
Found by J. Milton.- HJIJMB
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*Sisymbrium auatrladumAJacq. = e fe guostV
Near aTatde: and Lyle:bdildingy - Whmtekﬁlghhs Bark. +Caaualr'B§MB
Reseda luteola L. Y Weldwr MEGHELS  fEmogxE
Hurleis: 19*6&78.ﬂ -fg&jqﬁjrrﬁjfj R TT PR

Hypericum aﬁargségmag L, ' “rijtsan® g i velibey
Seen;on N,.H, S._,exé’urs%.onl By path ﬁécﬁe%fs Woéa.._"~*;"

Hypericdm)x deaetangpﬁi ﬁdmottev** e Pk n}}f_;-;§
Lower ‘part of. Padworth: &ulIy, 'N'Has..xexcursé.om s, tass HIMB

-Hyperlcum humifusum L. - FeaLE Trallin@ gt JEhn's Wort
Ashampstead,. 1347, 78 > CrOWell Hill Farm, 26,8, 283 gp?Lgc

g s, PP e '
sEXcen b Do P !‘v- W

.Lychnls coronaria (L.) Desv. B
Two ‘61~ three:hedlthy-olumps in: plantation pear- Hgok Endu BK

Spg:gularla rubra (L.) J. & C. Prebl Sand-épﬁrﬁe&

Sutten*s did grialgronndsy .l L L ) _;;ilfJVHij ' . HJMB
Maiva neglecta Wallr. "Dwarf Mallow ¢ Vit @
Drayton StiuTeonafrdy:1%.7.78. S ospnna a'jg’luﬂlLEC
¥ L = . oo
Geéanlum pyrenaicum Burm f. . Hedgerow C%ané'ﬁ bilit
Hurley, 19 6178—7 cAdegd {pad i SATFHC 2T LEC
-”.r“ % ey i T s § ”'r "
Geran;m potunﬁifgﬂ;ﬂg: o e Round-‘.].eaVe%i Créne 's bill
Drayton St Lepnﬁ-rd, 1 _ .) -__ T & ‘{__ SR o JII"EC
Geranium: pﬁﬂilﬂﬂm 5.“ L sef é'LSmallﬁflowered Grane'S~L
DraytOﬁ 8ty :Leonard;: 17w”678& cuine bARdesEoan ;. odolledae HBEC
Geranium robertianum L. H%rbiRéﬁéitréfii san b
Whlte forﬂ"'Aahaﬁpstbéd, 15.7, 78. s s £ ~;_3§§C

‘Ononls natrix L. 0 e ol wH
On Membury%adrﬁlkdﬂ,1617w ‘Berks. Foungd: bw Mrs Frankum
and'J. Gilbey. Possibly a survival from World War, IT:- HJMB

Medicagbdiapaddeal (L.) Hads. Spotte&vMedlek

Grass vergey [ Wychwoodi Closeys Earled:. . 23 27

*Coronilla varia L. e CrOWn Vetch LSk S
Membury airfield. 1oLt bwogg i ko HOMB
iafhyrus nissolia L. W H-HAE B GraSS‘Vet%hling ITELT b
One plant, Hurleyy 1@;6 78. o oy crsrde LEC

Serbus %ormlnalls (L. ) Crantz. - w11a SerV1cq—ffée *JJ%E
Near Wyfold entrance to New Copse, 1dent1f1ed by’ faileﬁ ]

le"\-veS. Do 1L i red 3 i ~_ HC
Young trees,v pors'sibiy &z»lrd Bown,. - neatl Bradf;eldy EMT
Chpysosplenlum opp051t1Y011um kit Opposlte-leavéd :
Golden-saxifrage ‘
Seen ons MM By exoudsitn in alder gullyg Hoeketts; Wood. fHJMB
Hlppurls vulgaris L. Mare's-tail © - ke
Frequent in Blue Pool: uStanfovd Dingley.i‘Seen onlN ﬁ, S,
excunsion Leaone Fann owhnTo I»ngjﬁ Gt ¥ HIMB

Callitriche obtusangula Le Gall ' “BIuht-£rEL ted Wateru b
In RiverrPangywnaor:Gnyée. starwort. - . .-/ - /HJMB

: Lh . 2 ; ',
'_a--' o RS




- 23 - .

Viscum album L. -+ Mistletoe: R
-'On Tilia at the County Agricultural: College,IBuvchett'
Green; Midgham Park, 8.1.78. : JA

3Bupleurum 8P« (presumably rotundifolium L. ) Thorow—wax
Mrs., A. Wynne of 31, Beadlng Road, Cholsey, says "I
- :reported a Thorow-wax 1n ny . garden a few years ago. It-
seeded, but there have beén no further plants until this
~ year when one appeared. Presumably the  seeds have .been..
““Qormant, as there are-no.othér plants around, and At is’

within a.few inches,of the first". . N_”+=/_- -w,umHQf
‘Sison amomil-L. | .17 [ 7 i _Stone, Parsley '“'.'wﬂ
On waste ground in central Readlng . S HJ&B
Beruld . erecta:(Huds.): ‘Coville ‘= Lesser Water-parsnlp L
In river Pang, Moor Copse - DT e fae - HJMB
'Oénanthe fluviatilis (DI:b. ) Coleman Rlver Water-dropwort

In river Pang,:Moor Copse S o HJMB
"Merculiaris annua L. ’..;.AnnualaMefburyWJL'iﬁ h
Well Barn Farm. o . . Pl _LEC“

New ey

Qpercus petraca (Mattuschka) L1eb1 Sessile Oakﬁféf
.Near,.but not in a row of planted Q. robur along: the S W
-side of New Copse. Identified from fé~1enwtwigs ag: the =
trunk is clean and the crown high' up'in‘ thé canopys
leaves characteristicé, with long petioles, no auricles
"dnd stellate pubescencé beneath” but.the: tree'épparently

did not fruit this. year. _ S T . HC

“Lysimachia nemorum L. T YbllowiPimpernel'* _%'fu
Footpath near Wyfold entrance to New Copse. HC
Lysimachia nummularia L. - - - .:Creepingsaedhyff-, o
Crowsley, 21.7.78. .~ . 7w v volo#e - HC
Lysimachia vulgaris L. “Yeéllow’ Loosestrife o
Boggy pond at Kate's Castle entrance to -New. Copse,-
throughout the flowering season. . . . HC

" *Lysimachia punctata L. Lt ffrxturf?1 :
A clump in scrub near Stanford Dlngley R P HIMB
Y@éntiana pneumonanthe L. * Mansh Genblan_ -:“"': -
Still abundant on Hook Common, more., than one hundred R
seen, 11.9. 78 i;. C e B .::HLECv
Symphytum offlclnale L. - Comfrey . :

‘Seme four or five plants on newly made: gravel: bank in
Nipper's Grove, Hook End, and ;p”wopdwahgut tep~feet

away. o ) [ R S BK'MI
Péntaglottis sempervirens (L ) Tausch Green Alkanet
Ashampstead, 15.7.78. . Dot i .. LEC
Anchusa arvensis: (L. ) Dieb. = . . Bugloss S A T
" On disturbed ground at Junctlon of new perlpheral road

and Shinfield Road, 26.7.78.. . . . = | L Ja__
Echium vulgare L. = - .-ViﬁéiﬁééﬁﬁgloSBfﬂff? :

Well Barn Farm, 14.7. 78 LEC



