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Meetings ,anc;i, Excu,rs:i,ons 1975-76 
- " ',' 

The winter session 6f evening . me·etings opened with the Annual 
General M~,eting, .at which Dr • . H • . J.. M • . Bow-en gave his Presidential 
Address ol?- 'Indicators of Old Forest ' "(attendance 51). ' Other 
lectures given during the "w:Lnterwere 'Birds of Iceland and Birds 
of Florida', by Dr. J. A. Morton (54); 'Fossil Plants and changing 
Climate', by Professor W. F . ·Chal1.oner (45); 'Spiders', by Mr. 
S. J. Moore (50); 'Engines, Dinosaurs and Pterodactyls', by Dr. G. 
Whitfie~d . (?~~; :, 'Harvest l1ic~', by: Mr. S.l1arris (48); 'Flora of 
Roadsi.de ,Yerges ,' • , 'by Dr. F .~ · · H~ . P~rtil?-g · ' (5.4); " "The 'Ecology of 
South· Dorset ~pd ' th~ .. New. Forest!~ ~" by 'Mr.K·. M.Turrter ' '(Si) ·( and · 
'R.iveJ's ,. €lnd " Fish~s', by Dr, • . P~ . . Varl~Y "(52) • . ;Each ha.lf . -Pt' the ,' :;, . 
winter .J3ellson }'i8.S 1IfP\1n~:,; lfi< w~ th a , ~embers" Evening<~ '0.£' F~ims, Talks 

,and Exhil;1its ,: ,~ft.~ .. a ,nd 54). . . , .t.' . ,' :,. ' ." ":. 

, ': ~in~er W~ll.ts wer~~ · tak~p. · t'~ ' Hams,t~ad .. pa;rk,'for', ;!4r~~~a . itnd : ," 
birds, on November 15th; Reading graJel pits, for b!r~is .. , ·. o~ . · ~ 
December 13th; Bradfield, for general ' interest, on Ja:ftuary' lOth" 
(2.0:)"; " the Pang Valle,y., for, . .gener~l . int.erest t on February 7th (32); 

" an:d,' the ., CleeYtl ar.ea') . for ~:ri~~s.e'~) : on · MarC'fi' 6th. , : ' .. ' j":.' .. 
.. .. :' ~h~ ·. ~~riuner : ;fi~'lp.:; .exc.ursipns " ~er:e t 'o ::a~t tom W ded t Mapied~rh'$:~ ~ 

on April 24t'h ,( ~O) ; TWr.fo~d gravel , pits ,." an evening' '!rie'~t'ing; 'on: 
May ,5th (9) ;,i. a;:':Thames-side w.~lktr~m , ~~ading to $bhriing Eye on " 
May 8th;. 'BishamWoode, Win.t .er Hill, .on May 22rid ('26); . the ,,­
Bramshill ·ar.'ea;, · 'a:~ eye~ing mee-tirig, on May .2.6,th ('23); . Irikpen .. 

. C ~ommon and ,Ham Hi).l op Ju~~. 5th ..(26):; . '13'earwood (Lak,e,~ a·n · evenirig 
meeting, on ,June 9th . .(~3); · Coth:i;Ll an~ Dry Sandf()rdon :,Jq~e '19t:h~ 
(22:); Mortimer West E~d, an · e,v:e!ling. ~eeting,. on _ ~urie 25th .(29); . 
the Bledlow, 'Ridg.Et ;;lre'a on July3rd; . Silchest.er and Pamber ,; with 
Abingdon Natural History SOCiety', 'on July 17th '(20':'30); , the 'canal 
bank at kldermaston" . ~n ",evening me.eting, on July 21st (23); . 

'T'bur's .ley Commo,n ,on J'uly3:LS,t ' (27) .; ' '.: a Thames.-sid'e v~al~frotn' Scnning 
to) Shipl'ake, ion August 7·th(1-7); .. Crowsl,ey, Forest o'n Au~st 2ist 
(15); ,RadipoleLake, Q'~~~:!-,l, :,l3ank and ~Qr~la.pd Bill,: "a ~'O~Ch . 
:eJtc'tirsion, on S·eptember · 4th. ,( 49·); . . Alder.rriast on gravel pi'te on ',' 
Se'ptembe:r18th (26); MQQ; Cops~' ~ fo.r "fungi.,OnOcto~er ?nd (45); 
·arid Crowell: Hill"fol' · · t,~I\gi, ,.on ·Oc.tober lQt~ . (abe,ut ' 20): . ,· 

. I ' . 

~. > , , 
.~ .. ',: . 

. ~ . ',. - ;" .. 

Members will wish to Jo~n with the Committee in cOrigratulating 
Mr. F. ·: C~ Padley ·on thll wel;!. .meri't,ed awa.rd of the . M.B.E. which he 

JTeceived ·in the New Year Hpnours. Mr.padley i~ one br' our most 
l 'ong-stand'ing members, ., and .};le .ac.ted as the Society's proje<?tion1st 

., when' we~ met at .the University. 

The Society. rec,ei~e,d with much gratitude a bequest of £50 
Jrro,m a 'we,ll known member' ~f lorig :standing, Miss Dora! ,Mason:,.: who 
died on 13'th ,J11,pe 1976 after a ' long illness. ', :' , ..... '_~ . w. '. . . " , 
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Indicators of old forest ' 

The Presidential Address 

to the Reading and District Natural History Society 

16th October -1975 

by H. J. M. Bowen 

Most of Britain must once have been covered by forest. 
~vidence from pollen and other plant remains, dated from their 
~adiocarbon content, shows that ,the climax forest was largely oak 
between 5000 and 3000 B.C. Ab6ut ')000 B.C. the long-barrow people 
began to clear the forest, and clearance has continued to the 
present day, when only a few acres of natural woodland still remain 
in England. Rather more survives in Scotland, and perhaps in a few 
places in Wa.1"es. The counties around Reading are believed! to con­
'tain no primaeval woodland , at . all. 

T~e historical reasons for c6nser~ing woodland are threefold. 
First, woods are a self-ren~wing timber resource. Most local woods 
have been managed to produce a timber crop, and the management 
practices Call be dated back ' to the 11th century, though such man­
agement often lapsed at the end of the 19th century. Oam were 
thinned to a density of 8 - 20 per ac~e, and felled when they were 
25 - 70 years old. The undergrowth, especially hazel, was cut 
back for poles at i ~ervals of aboutl5 years, leading to the type 
of woodland called coppice with standards. There are good examples 
111 the Pang and Bourne valleys west of Reading. Beech woods on 
tl+e Chilterns were managed in a different way, but were regul~rly 
cropped by timber merchants or itinerant chair bodgers. 

Secondly, large woodland areas 'have been -set aside for hunting 
purposes. Obvious examples are the New Forest and much of Winds<4'r 
Forest and Great Park. Here less management was carried out, 60 

that older trees often survived for centuries, but the woodland 
tended to become more like parkland where grazing by de~r or other 
animals was intensive~ The effects of gfazing can be seen in the 
glades of the New Forest, and in deer enclosures such as Englefielq 
Park and Hamstead Park. 

Thirdly, limited areas of woodland have been preserved for 
religious reasons. Sacred groves are known from most parts of -ihe 
world, but they are extremely rare in Britain. Perhaps examples 
may be found in the clumps of trees planted near ancient tombs on 
the Chilterns or Berkshire Downs, such as the ring of trees round 
Waylands Smithy, a long barrow near Whitehorse Hill. 

To discover which woods are relicts of ancient forests, as 
distinct from more or less recent plantations, we can cull evidenoe 
from many sources, such as place-names, prehistoric and historic 
evidence, careful field observations and the presence of ind~cator 
species. 

It might pay a local historian to map county place-names 
referring to woods and trees on a statistical basis, using gridded 
mapA. Names indicating woods may include the root words GRAF 
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(Grove), HOLT, HURST, ~;+i~:e:; (~'Jd:/e:;YiJ~:.~SHAW~, ,;'~ALD-: :and! W6M\~i ~iiih~1 
near Reading we have Crowsley, Earley, Farley Hill, Fawley, 
Grazeley, Great Lea Common, Henley, Long Leas, Riseley, Streatley, 
Whi tley and Fincham~stl?ad-~eatf; : ·as · ~ell ' as ' ~earwo6p; ; K~ngwQod 
Common, Woodcote and -WoodlQY;~ ·-\.(OQ~s.~"survi"e· :n~~~lr tliese · :places. 
Names referring to t·rees-al:e:·. fev:e~ :·1fth;t"~ ··ouni-erous . :~: ' ljocat 'exa;m:ples 
include Ashley Hill, Ald~r~StOll' ·l. lift~6l.\ ; Hfll:; Bir~n'"-enl l.mia.ms, H.lly 
Copse, Maple durham , 1·. Wokefi~l&a,nd ~.WQk±bgham.:. JThe,. wctd ~ oak ;often 
appears as AC, AGE/·QK~:.~_r .iW~:. in~l49~~~:~e~. /.The.re :i~a always an 
abundance of names ;t'e~.at~n&, .~~)~o?d~ and ,q-e;es::nea; Ipl~wn. . p~d 
forests. Thus around Wiridflor ,",. 'name~ incluqe Buckhurst; Forest 
Farm, Forest . Gate, Forest Itbus~T; "Fer'est pa.rk, Harewood, Oa.kley 
Green Silwood Wooilen<t ·a.rrd .. ··\'i:oQ~side. _. ;, :. ' C'. _. • , , .r . . . 

- _ .• 3., . . ~. ---

Prehistoric eVd.de.nc~- .. C;omea' , fr.om ,.de.:taijL.ed- poll~n · analysis and 
sometimes from archaeo.logica:l: .: ei;,c·~vat.i-eHi; .... as at Roman Silche$ter. 
Where peat has be en. _a..<?~u.n)~~~ti.~g ~t,~r .(~ .. .lqJlg .. t.ime, . th.;~ ' type pf 
pollen trapped in i~ r.:ce~,q~ ... th~ ~~~'~,n,ical ch~{l'E?i~s tha~ h~ve;-~ eccur­
red nearby. In Nor thern I;r"eland , it- ,lj:as bee~ shewn thatpre­
histeric human dist\J.roanc.s- ~6( the : fi::)Ii~tdov'er: can- be'readilY 
detected by a drep in th~" r,ela1:t.iv·~ ;~am6~nt :0.£:' oak pollen' cin~" a 
great increase in the-- ~mquntof~ p.l1~n- from. grasses an4~peeies of 
disturbed ground, suCh"~~\·:f,;rant~s . ('PIF3-nt~go sp!>. ). : Such dis­
turbances have eff~,qts. : wl:\i:c:;h: . ~b. .pe . tt-a,c,ed for.. abeut ~ 50Q y:ears in 
the layers of peat + _ !-«:>~~ :C:~~_~E-,-,~h~ .9I'i..gi~a;1 :h:ulnGin c~ll.eri~sts had 
depart~d. Five . hu~dr~d .. ~~atz:f;Li~\ .~.h~pef()~e:, -c.on13idered , ~o be. t~e 
apprex~ma te per~od ''' of ~~me /~eed.~d f~r j c:!;·l.niax; , fer;est t.o · e~tabl~sh 
itself after a disturbande," and : we do ' ne't knew' e'f any' simpl'e way 
of distinguishi,I?-&-, 1?-t:j.rn~~,V;~~ ' ·~~r;e . .J~~ " if;I'OltI ;.W:O,eql;an;ds. . ~~~~4/ ,w-e.r,.~;: ' . J, 

planted mere than-' '- '500 t :leiJ.rs : ag·d. " '!;oeaJ: 'pea t , dePdsitfi ,1 suc'h" as ' , 
those at Thatcham, Snels,glQt~',.' :il~,~·(G'~e:w4;,tl,9r:r:t~ L ht¥:v:e . nei; · y;~:t .. ;be·en: :,.' 
analysed for their pol"l~A ~~e~e~~.~,~ .~P;Q.~g!h ,s~~d.ies hav~J)Qeri . Jll,qd~..: of 
the fen peat at Cethill ', · n~~t., .~P~~~,99-~ :;. :,,' ::~}.:, ," , ,: . : , . . . . ; .. ' .:: . . ~ . :, ',:'.-' i 

- ' , • • ~ .~.i ... ,.... •• . ,'. .• ~ ,1.. . c...~ _.. .... ' 

Historical evidence is mestly sketchy and requires cellating 
from many sources 'b~te~(;Y..:: m;~.;f~l . , 9Q;~~lJ.~~;i,qp~, iPc\!il:·'¥. :'.4:tl~~,n ~., ; C!I'here 
l1re few existing maps dating back before the 16th century, and the 
eutlines of woods o~ ~a~ly maps are often peorly drawn. Demesday 
Book only refers to. woods inte:rmi:; ' bi':-their re:lative : c~paci ties t. 
feed pigs. Historigal ' recq:r(f~ '~h-o.!'i: -tnat thEi f'bllowing :wooqlands 
in Berks., Bucks. and ' Oxon ~- ~are' pr-b'p~bly 'a:ncient:: Wycbwo'Od ·(N. W. ef 
Oxford); Bagley Weod' (S .W· .·-~ 6~ , Oxf~r;d-); ;:: Bernwood·: (N';E.;· ';6'f . Oxford) ; 
Salcey Forest and Wihil.t-lewQod·;\(:N •. : .. BMe1,ts· ~INQnthant.s: . bord~r); 
Brickhill (Bucks./Beds .• ho~de~. ):; ,Ch),:J!.t.E,u:~ps. . : ~B~,~I<B. : + ~()~.); 
Burnham Beeches (S -;;E, ~ue~~., U.,:Wi!ldse:t' . ~r~atPapk and:·.For,est 
(E. Berks.). This 'is by ne means an exhe.ustive lisL 

-~, . ... -..... ,' . . ~ ~ .• ... ~ -' _. -.. .. -. .. . . .. - - .... 

Rackham (1974i~'haBde~'6t-ibe-d anumbe:fof field obs.erv~tions 
which should be mads---in · su$~9:~'41yanb:ien·t'w?ods.,.a!nd::- ~re . a~ 
foll'?ws: - (a) Beundary' ba~k.-$ ·:.a~9~.;Ld- ibelo.okt:;d f?~, " TheQe~y 
support unusual weedy p~a9:ts .. bee,ause , ~ne.;i:ther >'owP~l:- ~.~~~r~l:J..~d 
trees aleng the beung~ry .. ·lin.~~ .. (.QJ; '1!:"h~numb~r df WbQdy species in 
the shrub layer should be '· b.pted L '.01.<1 ")IIOOdf3 ha:ve ' a ricn"'flora, 
while recent plant.a,.tions ' )i"~Y'~ t" ve:ri :f.eW:,: ;specJes,e.g. notllihg' but 
ivy. (c) The exteint - 01"' latl,~~~on ~~~ :.t:i'uhk "ehape ; "ang1e-'oi' , '~ranch­
ing, twig density, ·dat'e· p-f,- 1~:a,:~ ·~ex~~i;otl· at;1d leaf . ~a];l in::the 
deminant tree, usu"hllY'<$k~~~ould,~: :"e ,examined • . ' Old" Woo41~n,ds 
retain greater vari.abili:t:r:,:·.i'I( mest C~;;l.;:~c·te~s : .t!l,a!l, <!9 .p.l'an~ations. 
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Observations of this kind' ar'~ ' seldom made, though they could be 
carried out by amateur naturalists or local societies . 

In view of their h1story ,and management, old parks, and 
especially deer parks, may be , as representative of ancient forest 
as are existing woods:. ' , They , often contain muqh older trees than 
do woods, and, the form of branching can be used to distinguish 
park-reared from' fore'st';;'reared trees. Stonor Park near Henley, 
and Hamstead Park near Newbury ,are local examp~es. Some oaks of 
noble proportions" Survive in Thame P.arkand also in the western 
part of Blenheim Park near Woodstock. ' ,: : 

What are the indicato,r , specie,S 'wl!.ich might cha racterise 
ancient woodland in Brit'c;tiii? Obse r,vat.:ton of Broaq.balk', Wilderness 
at Rotha msted, which 'was a " Whea'ffiel<f unt-ii : 1882 and is now a 
strip of oak wood, nas , show-h" tna t m~ny woodl and plants, such as 
Dog's Mercur:1~ c a n' c;olon:i:.seYoung wootls quiterap~dly. There is no 
published list of vascular ~ plants which 'are " faithful tb old wood­
land, so two ~ears ago I ' arew up' such a list, using the following 
criteria: (1) Sha9-e tolerance. , (2) .s10w rate .of spread. 
(3) Perennial or woody habit. I ende:d up with 56s'pecies, many 
of which are very loc~i , br rar'e ' in Britain, with a remarkably high 
proportion (nearly 50%) of monocotY,le'donous plants~ Dr. F. H. 
Perring h a s p roduced a dis;.:tributioz;1: ma p of these 56 species in 
Britain, which shows ithe f ollowing features: 

" , "-' \ , 

( a ) A high density of old woodland , species around the lower 
rea che s of the Tha mes ~nd Severn; in the New Forest, the 
Isle of Wight, north Lanca shire and Yorkshire, East Pe rth 
and t h e Mora y Firth r egion. 

(b) Low densities in Cornwall a nd Devon, most of Wa1es, the 
Isle of Man, Ea st Anglia, South Scotland and the Western 
Highlands. 

(c) Practically no old woodland specie s a long a n axis from 
North Bucks. ; to ' C)leshir~, :1;lroung: the Wa'sh, . ,in S.E. Yorkshire, 
Wigtown, Caithness, Sutherland a nd the Scottish Islands . 

Only 33 ~f th ese 56 speqies have been rec6rded from Berks., 
Bucks. and Oxon. " A 5km Grid 'square , p:]..ot of their combined dis­
tribution picks out greater ' W,~chwoo~ (11. ~ 12 specie's), the 
Chilte rns (11 - 12 spe cies) a rid Wytha m (9 species) a s important 
centre s of o J,~ woodland, a nd suggests minor areas around Inkpen 
a nd Asha mpst ead in Ber,ks. The clay ,8pils 0:(' central Berks. a nd 
north Bucks. support very few ~ld: woodland species indeed. 

Oth e r groups of orga nisms should be considered ,as possible 
indicators o r 'the' survival of old forest. There are too few species 
of ferns, to be of muc h u'se in this respect, a nd' mo'st "bryophytes 
are indicators , of shelter a nd high local humidity.. Only three of 
the epiphytic bryophy~es descr.iQ.ed a s fait~ful to old woodland by 
Rose (1974) survive in our a r e.a . ' , Old forests often have a rich 
fungus flora , "a s at Winds'or, 'but: insufficie nt work h'a s been done 
to list indicator s pecies. ' Rose (1974) ' has listed 50 ~pecies of 
ba rk liche n which a r 'e chG.r~ct eristic ' of , a ncient wO'odland. Perha ps 
because of a ir pollution, only. 15 p £ these species ha ve b e en 
r e corded from nea r Re a ding" ,a nd , t.hre ~ ' of these a r ,e , now extinct. 
I hewe drawn up a supplementa ry .1.:.ist, of 29 extra specioo which 
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appear to be characteristic of old woods ' in Berks.t. Bucks, and 
Oxon.; all are rare. A 5 km Grid square plot of :t 'he'ir corilbbi~d 
dist'7'ibution ,qle,arly picks ou~.vlyc.hwood (21 ' s~ecj,es) ,Bienh,eim 
Pa.r.k( 9 , ~pecies}" , ~agle;y 'W:90,4 .. ( 10 ' species ~ t ' the Ch:H terns, But nham 
Bee,chee (1J: sp'.e~'i.'es.) , ,and Windsor ,(-l.lspe.cies):fro,m thE( ,s~rr,oUP..ding 

. : couritryside, ~~ ~W~idh -h~s ::f~ril. 0 ~ - '3 Qld 'wdo(lland ind:Lcat6,,; ' spe~~es 
per .Grid . ','S;qua~e.H6wever·,: north Bucks. andeaat 'BarkS. , are Idlown 
to be affc'ctedby '?-ir.~ ~~ollu:tion" wh;tch 'has: killed-' off' niany ,spe'cies 
of lichens ove,p --large area~; ,SO that abselfc.e of .- in:aicator f:ip,eqies 
~ be, due to' more than one cause; ;', , ' .. "" ' ; , >-

Among ani'mals, deer 'may ' be-: woodland'~iildicat6rs, DJ,lt . al;l. , 
mammals ,.are:.. too' mobiie -to -be restricted to ' 'old w~odlands ,'" Bi~ds 
are even more mobile, but some- 15- 'species -ar'e ' morao! ':10S5 ch~ra(lt­
eristic of woodland. About 11 species of butterfly~ including 
the Purple Emperor and several Fritillaries and HairstreakS, p~efer 
old woods, but,this is . too sl1lall a ~\lmber to giv,e . good ,statist1;hs. 
Bark beetl'cs would :bel., a. better ' group to study in' 'tll'is ,:r"Eispec::t. : 
Donisthorpe (1939) recorded over 60 species of old: wo'odland 
beetles from Windsor Park and Forest, but records from other sttes 
are scanty or non-existent because of the lack of ' specialist.s ' ~,ble 
to identify these insects. Boycott (1934) considQrs that ,12 , ' 
species '~ o,:t . ;m'61l.-uBc a.re .. ,character~ist:icof ' oJ,.d woodland.', ,These ,are 
good indicator speci.€~, sinc.~ ·'lihe,y spre~d'·v'ery slOWly and are ' 
mostly :J;'are ~ They " include, the ,Roman 'Snail ' (Helix pomatia), 
now large,ly , restricted· ,to. the ,Wychw'ood region ·iriOxpn. t ,' a.*d 1fhe 
rare Ena. :' m6rttaiia, which has only , been see'n rec~ntly }~ear ,1N:rQhwood t 
Bernwood, the, {niiJ;.ternwo(;)ds :: a.ndin tn~ small' but ' aZic;e~t::R:Lv.,~~ 
Copse near , Irik.peri.~ . , ' ,_ .. , ' "! " ',': 

.. , S'umming up, it can be :said that the , diff~~ent .. 'm,ethods rof " 
t~acj,ng 'Qld for-est , relic,t-s· a;g~ee .. fairl-y ~ w'eliT :ant' · the"·existence of 

'sus'h' ,r 'elic'ts is ciear.. :Ag~eat· deal-,moredeta±led work , on suc'h. 
aspects as'"loca.J.. · historyand ' 1;,h:e :rel.i'ct 'fp.~na rema ins tOQ,e":dope, 
ba,t ' .. :..raiua:ble' s-t'ud,ies are possiblebyainateur na'.tu.ra;l~sts • . Con:", 
servat1:on of, old 'wQodlandin:" our ,area has' ma.de littJ:eprogx:e:ss:' as 
yet; most of the best areas have been preserved more or less :'" ,: 
accidentally by private owners, but it is hoped that efforts will 
be made to continue the management practices whicp; :have' al.low.ed 
this intere.sting, habitat: to survive. 
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Indicator species for old woods in Berks., Bucks. and Oxon. 

Vascular plants: 

Bromus benekenii, Campanula patula, Cardamine bulbifera, Carex 
laevigata, C. strigosa, Cephalanthera longifoiia, C. rubra, 
Colchicum autumnale, Convallaria m~.jalis, Corydali:!l claviculata, 
Cynoglossum germanicum, Daphne mezereum, Epipactis purpurata, 
Epipogium nphyllum, Gagea lutea, Helleborus foetidus, ~o 
viridl..s, Hordelymus europaeu~, La thraea sguamaria, La thyrus 
sylv6stris, Luzula forsteri, Monotropa hypophegea, Neottia 
nidus-avis, Ophrys insectifera, Orchis militaris, Ornithogalum 
Eyrenaicum, Paris quadrifolia, Physospermum cornubiense, 
Polygona tum multifloruci, Polygonum dumetorum, Pyrola minor, 
Tilia platyphillos, Vicia sylvaticao , 

Bryophytes: (epiphytes) 

' [rullania tamarisci, Neckera pumila~ Zygodon viridissimus 
var. vulgaris. 

Lich§ns: (epiphytes) 

Arthonia aspersella"A. cinnabarina, A. didyma~ Arthopyrenia 
cinereopruinosa, A. fallax, Calicium salicinum, Caloplaca 
sarcopisioides, Catillaria atropurpuroa, ,C. sphaeroides, 
Cha enotheca brunneola, Cladonia' ochrochlora, C. parasitica, 
Coniocybe sulphurea, Enterographa crassa, -Gyalecta flotowii, 
G. truncigena. Gyalideops:)..s anas'tomosana, Haematomma elatinum, 
Lecanactis abietina, L. p~emhea, Lecidea subli~escens, Lobaria 
pulmonaria, L. scrobiculata, Melaspilea ochrothalamia, 
Nephroma laeviga~, Ochrolechia androgyna, Opegrapha lyn~ea~. 
O. ochrocheila, O. rufescens, O. sorediifera, Pachyphia.1e , 
cornea, Parmelia perlata,P. "reticulata , Peltigera horizont~, 
Pertusaria flavida, P. hemisphaerica, Phaeographis dendritica, ; 
Phlyctis agelaea, Porina leptalea, Rinodin~ roboris~ Steno9ybe 
septata, Thelotrema lepadinum, Tomasellia gelatinosa, Usnea 
articulata. " 

~irds: (breeding species) 

Crossbill, Cuckoo, Garden Warbler, Hawfinch, Hobby, Jay, Long~ 
tailed Tit, Nightjar, Nuthatch, Sparrow Hawk, Tawny Owl, Tree 
Pip~t~ Woodcock, Wood Warbler, Wryneck. 

~utterf'lies: 

Chequered Skipper; Dark Green, High Brown, Pearl-bordered, 
Silver Washed and Small Pea rl-bordered Fritillaries; Black, 
Brown and Pur'ple Hairstreaks; Purple Emperor j White Admiral; 
Wood White. ' 

Molluscs: 

Abida secale, Acanthinu&a lamellata, Acicula fusca, Azeca 
goodalli, Clausilia rolphi, Ena montana, Helix pomatia, Limax 
tenellus, L. cinereoniger, Marpessa laminata, Vitrina major~ 
Zonitoides excavatus. 
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' ., " '",: . 

, by B. Levy 

,Most: mernbe-l"li cwil1knGW aboutBOONT ~B ' Nature Re.serves,which 
can va~y" "'i~ size: trom ,6Yer 200 8oor'es 'down to ' a small part of an ' 
acre, bu,t ,they 'mayno1!be aVclre' that BBONT also looks ·a.fter: some 
even srnalJ..e>r , reser:ves '- those' t,hat consist of small stretches of - : 
roa'tiside' V'e'rgfi., OXfordshire has , 45 ,sUch ,reserves and' Buckingham"; " 
shire 23. ~:but S 'G' :~far --B-e'rkshj;r:e":l1as 6nly ;five'. ' We used 'to have "more' , 
when Mr'S'i ' sa;ndels , (th:enMrs'. Si1rmionds ), was rooking afte~~ ~t'hem ,bu,t 
af:ter-, .. she 'l.:ef-t -~the ; 'a..rea~ sup~rvisionra-t'he,r' 1apseda;nd several sates 
bec-ame use,~e.1ss'. , S'e,veraJJ rriore', s1te:s we're l 'ost, to the', n:ew OX'ford..;.: '. 
shire. It was, a(t '::this point tha.~ :Br.lalt !Bak'er asked '-me ' ·totake :ove,r • 

. . :- t . : '~ : 

'Be'i ,ore takin~ anyaction,-' it-' seeined ;sensib1e; ,t:o :ask myself : i 

what was'; "t 'he object of cbris'er'ving any pi'Ece 'of' r-oadside ,veI"ge'. 
Firstly.; there was thec,oncept, t ,hat: Some ,:v ;~rges : repr"esent' vestiges;; 
of the :origina1. 'flora:. Toftheprehistoric -c'ountry-s:Lde. : 'As Dr. 
Perr-ins explained'. in hi.s t ·a1.k:: to' the' Soc!i.e,ty, 'th.efirst roads were 
wide tracks across uncu1 tivate:d ,countrYJ-sl'ltl'e ,.: '_ ,When~ fie1d' cu~,ti- ' 
vation began, the flora began to change in the fields but not on 
the tracks '. c, At the-" tim-e ' "of the ,enc'10,sures'; ' the' wide.. tracke.' were 
stiU~ El::e£t, but,w,1;th the . deve'lu.pment 'of me:tal11ngfor I.'o,ad $",rf~ces ., 
only the c 'entre· portion ,6:f ' the .. ol:"d .trackwas:- so;, treat,ed~nd the sides 
became what are now known as the verges. One can see, how these , 
verges might (at least in theory) retain some of the original flora. 
Nobody pr-etends that our v~rges' now car,ry. exactlY' the sameflor.aa(:! 
in i:pre.his~oric times- tliey 'have obv'iouslygot prettY·' depleted ' over 
four o,r tive, t~ou,sa:nd years. But they may contaj,.n remnants t ' 

inq1ud:i,ng, sp~c'i:e~ : ,that mat 'be diff1du1 t to find anywher~· e1se; 
exe-ept.' ;,perhap~ '-~on ;' sm~lf areas of uncultivated downland 'o,r ) undistii'rbed 
he,a.t,h~e· : . Secondly, t,he-~e, 'is no doubt th~t"' rare plants, \10.' tllrn"up on ·' 
verges, {whetlie,r '.paI.'t o,f the original f10radr "not!)and· 'Etre in need '=' 
o,f "prot.ectiori. · ~hfr4iy, ' the~ear;e often' st-r 'et6heswit'h a gene:r 'a.l: 
display of wild flowers 'which ' may be common ' enough butngne, ~he' . ' 
less ca,n ' loo,}t very attractive., a~d: are w,or·thp:z.eserv:ing tor theii~ 
ae~th~t.J.c ,and sent:;l.mcerital appeal aione-.-: ': Mcil:-~over ,- as ' otlte'r ' habi~ats ', 
such tilS 'fie'ld hea..4;t.a:n:ds ,'are lost :ti:;: t 'h'etrf, ver'ges mat i 'n f,iture " 
become t~e~r ma.i:n: ·'sanctuary. ' La.'St1y., ~there may well be pia-ces on ' 
thevergEi's,- ~wheI.'e , ill(:!e ·~tor, ot~r 'arii'mal·.ifre : h~e·d-s :iooking after. 
Reptilesan'd 'small mC!-~als ne~ .d ,th,e v:ergee to l:i,'ve in and to uSe as 
thoroughfares. Grasse's ', nettles and' f10we'rs are ' , necessary ;' f'-o~ , ." . 
butterflies and moths. , ' 

. .But wh,at ,sor,t .of protection do all these things need? , . That, I . 
think,: is_ cl problem that ,has .yet tobe_ ,'iu11y:S'61yeq~ ': Over' tIi'e 'last 
twenty·, years ,or~o, Jh~ ·Co~nty Counci1 ,ha:s be'en' ba,rrying 'out -r 'egular: 
mec~ani:se~, ~,~~ting,c :'aever~l t :imes a :iea:.r~. '- Tlfis 'has '·besndorie: partly 
for ' the sakeo~ s~f ety, tq ,g1v,e , a c le~r v.:L~e,~ , · tor motor' traf'fic',and this 
is often fully 'just:Lfi.ed - -partic1.i"Iarly on 'rllain roads and ' sliarp ' ' 
corners; partly !Q~ t ,hl<l . sake of t,idiness, and ,the juatificat;ion for 
this is very much 'a. mat;ter of opiriion; ·arld,' pa.:r 't-l:r - : on "na:r-r.oW-~r'6a:ds 
with banks - to, prevent th~ vege,tation from gr..owing out over the 
road. ?t~~~ l'e.gularc:;,~:tting , hClS 'the effect ·6,f ,r~mo~,ing th~ flowe,ring 
stems 61 ;moaf ;61. ,-the ;P1.~rit's· , : thus; st6ppil1'g 'th~rn from ':seedil1g arid sO' 
preventing -their propagation"· ''Theexc~pt1:6nB are ':very low' 'growing , 
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plants, persistent perennials that can propagate -vegetatively (by 
runners, etc.) and plants such as grasses that will produce new 
ehoots after cutting. 

Machine cutting also results in the deposition of cut plant­
material. This not only forms a mulch but also, when it rots, 
returns nutrients to the soil. Some plants will~urviY~ under a 
mulch, many will not; some plants will thrive ,in nutrient.-rich 
soils, but, again, many will: not. Some of the verge plants that we 
wish topreserve do in fact prefer starvation. conditions • . So this 
~egular cutting is selecting the plants which are going to survive 
and those which are going to fade out. Up t;i.ll. now,. BBONT's anSWQr . 
has b,een to arrange with, the County Council that sorue stretches of 
yerge, where ·there are certain plants of particular interest, shall 
~e marked by posts and not cut. This may allow the plants to 
flower and seed, but it does 'not nece.ssarily give the'm the .conditions 
~hich allow them to thrive or even to .~ontinue to exist. For 
:i..nst~nce, grasses !'tnd shrub.s may well grow over the chosen pl,ants, 
which may, but often do not, like such. a condition of shade and 
competition and 'may not appreciate the mulch of dead plant material 
which also returns nutrients to the soil . 

How then does this arrangement of leaving designated verges 
t+ncut work in practice? The answer can best b'e given by describing 
s'qme of the sites in Berkshire and S·outh Oxfordshire and seeing . 
what has happened. 

_Spiked Star of Bethlehem (Ornithogalum pyrenaicum) - South of 
Hungerford 

This stretch of about 400 ya~ds of verge we can claim as a 
success. It has been managed now for ten years, and' in most seasons 
there .is a fine sh6w of flowers in June. The grasse~ and nettles 
grow to a height of several feet but the habit of. our plant is 'such 
that it can support itself on the grasses and thus reach the light. 
Th!9 verge is wide here and most of the plants ~re ' set well back froIll 
th!3 ro·ad. This may be because a 3-foot-wide cut has been taken 
oc~asionallyby mistake and killed out th,e roadside plants , or it 
may be fortuitous. But another ' vital factor enst+ring their survival 
is, I am sure, that they have ;i.n Mrs. ' Frankum a devoted warden who 
visits them regularly and keeps ~n touch with the local verge­
cutters. So far, there is n'o sign of a decrease in numbers; in 
fact, this year was "the '96st for several years". 

Dwarf Elder (Sambucus ebulus) - near Benson 

Here we have a case whe~e no cutting is beneficial, the Elder 
being itself the . Q.ominant species. It can and does successfully 
swamp any potenti'ai competitors. This uncommon plant is a good 
si~ht when in blo.om - so much so that someone asked me whether the 
flowers would make g,ood wine; I wa s able' to dissuade him! 

Early Purple Orchid (Orchis mascula) - near Bucklebury 

A narrow country lane has a small verge on both sides and they 
are backed by what used to be coppice wood; where orchids used to 
thrive. For some years, coppicing has ceased, the copse has grown 



very dense and . the " or.ch~ds ,11ave , go~e. However, a remnlUlt of the ' 
• • -. • • ~ -.... • • - • I-o~. j • 

popul~,t:j..Qn_: .llas survived on ~ th~ , verg~s, .. about,::- tw~n~y, pn c;me side , 
and a f~!I ;: on " the oth~r~ " Tl.le ,efte.et hereo,! l.eaving , ~l;1everge un~~~ , 
is that weedg~owt.h:; (mos,tly" Hedge Par~ley) romps away' ~ndsmothers : 
the orchids. "A good thingll, I hav~ been ,told, lIthen they won't be 
seen ~nd j?icked'P~ 'fhisyea~ tfi~re w~r~ twelve plan~s on _oile :, sidcL ';' 
only' ~iid n~n:e or 't~~m' flol>fe 'red. , Was ' this ~ue to the drought or" to ' 
shade" and ' botnpetition in prevIous years? Should' we ' do some ha.nd' 
weed1t.ig:, i~ ' $pring'; and ri$k' them i being : p:1.cked · ot- leave them: alone' 
and' hope? . ' '" ,", ,"-' ," 

'l' ~ . _.' ' 

Yellow Fig'\'for.1; 
... :' , . 

(Scrophularia vernalis) - also near Bucklebury 
. ~ .:. .' ~ : . 

; He:t~ " ii3 ' ~nother ' probiemi , This hand't~ome ' and,-crare' £lgWort "had ( 
be,eI). kU6wn ' fot' some years tb " grow" on' the banks ' of a. wil'iding lane,. ' :' 
When, , in '1973, I first looked' at th'e site, there wa.s ' no , sign of any 
plants 6n, the ' banks; ' ~hich , had" heen ' thoroughly scraped by the , 
cutt,er-bar' and' l ,ooked v~ry ~ lilh'oBpitable"~ '; After s 'crambling arOund 
for B.\.lh1ie, 'Mrs. :' Trem"bath: ' and i: found three ' gO,od sjl~ciine,ns ' over the 
bank in a copse on the edge of a rubbish "tip'. '-' Since the ' colonywas i 

s~;l+ there in 1974,1 thought it ,worth putting up posts on the 
bA'p:~f ~n.~ , wa~ :: reward'ed :; ili '197,:; by 'the appearance of t ,h'ree ',plants; 
one ' between ';" the posts, one outldd'e them', and,' one on top ' of the bank~ 
D:u~ to a , misUl1derstandtng~ the bank was cutin thesWiunerand tw·o :, 
plants'\l'e:te aut " o~ff , ' ber-bre seedillg, ' leaving the surv±'V'or on top,. ::· " 
For'~ i9'??; ;" thbpost~ " were move'd :rb.~'ther- : ap~r-t ' ~nd the result, in 
sp~:te . .9.f ' no cutting, ' was ••• NIL .: apart frbin one "specimen on the 
edg'e o'ra 'nearby wood.-Tllls, then, fa ' an example 'of a ' plant that 
il"l 'not gof.ri.'k tb' slaY' put just- because ' we put up posts' for it! 
ConSidering also that it is a biennial, not flowering the first 
year, it is going to be difficult to predict where it is going to 
turn up. Do we leave the 'p6st's wher'e 'they- are-- and hope that in 
some years at least it will appear on the banks or leave it to look 
after itself, as it has apparently done for some years? 

: . .... . ~.' , .",. f _ . ~ ~ _ . 

These four examples will, I "hope; have ' given s-ofne idea of the 
factors that make for succes.e; J3,n~ fail,ure jin verge conservation. 
There are other sites in the area and I will confine myself to brief 
notes Qn th~r~st of them~ 

Be~;e "6 6ur.t i~oa:d ' is: a~ ~a:~ro:w lane ' wi thhigh 'bankS 'which, uaedto be ' 
regufarly-"cut-lor rather",' 'scrap'edt so J;h~-t ' the >bariks were, mostly 
bare. ' . A rarE) ',:fescue k:ta~s ! J Fest'uca he~t'er.?phYUa) , struggled; to, grow 
h~re. Sinc.~ ' tbeJ.ane has "b'<:fen 'a ' :re.ete~ve ' sit;, tliEi ,,'fescue ' has 'sp,read 
and now almost , cdvei's "the bank',: the ' ,le'a~es~ac'efullydrooping:down' 
·the ' -a;t;pp-f;'l:." , The lan~~o~' lqok-s nnich' mo're pleasant, ' :particularly when 
. the;, g.r~~~: i .sin flo:Wer; arid~ the 'b~mk' has" be,en 's6ibilifH"d again'st 
'ero'sion~' Alorig ,~- ' ,,'," , '~ ' ', ' " , : ' 

I..... ; .• , . H _ • 

Hardwick Road, Whitchurch, there is a reser~e a qua'rt'er 6f a mile 
long, on ii chalk ' bank,. : 'We :-have recorded here ,s"ev,enty-four, species 
of ' p:Hlnts ', in(nuding one ~ari:ty "in;':spi te .of, occ~si,ona],cutting by : 
mista1te. " This ,is 'an' ,example where . late "cutting "an,d 'raking ' up could 
weIlb'e; :, bEin~-fi:(fiaJI- 'an,dhelp prevent ! domillat.j,o~ ,by ,'~rome grass,ef; ~ " _; 
Rather:' fai'tH~r 'away, "ri'ear , ',' ,- ', :" " > ,,' ". ' , .. 

E~t?tbu~y, th~re~t'i . a, ':~mcill colo'ny ~f, iioiet' ]Hei~~bo~':i:ries <'Epi.pa-ct.i,.! 
:euI'~urata) which 'are uncommon in' ' this downl'andcountry. 'Again 'it is 
~. --- ...... -
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a narrow lane with high banks where passing vehicles prefer to 
scrape the banks rather than each other and the orchids suffer~ 
This year one plant only managed to flower and seed. Finally, 
there is a possible new _ sit~ along the Drift Ro~d near ., 

Hawthorn Hili. It has in the past carried quite a nice show of 
chalkland flora (Elecampane, Common Fleabane, Chicory, Musk Thistle, 
Musk Mallow, etc.~ which is rather unexpected in this area. In . 
1975 ~he Post Office forestalled .us by carrying out roadworks apd 
upsetting the verge. During 1976 it has to some extent recov~~ed 
and I hope to install it as a reserve for 1977. 

Of the eight sites described above; six are' in Berkshire. 
This is not very many, compared with Oxon. and Bucks. Althol,lghI 
thi~k it important llot to have more "sites th.an can be properly 
looked after, we could do with' so~e more. This is where the RDNHS 
can help! If any ~~mber knows of a verge or -comes across one i~ 
the fut~re, that woul~ be su~table for .bririging into the sche~~, . J 
would very much like to hear of it - particularly if a voluntee~ 
warden can be suppli'ed as wel;I.. " 

In conclusion, I would just like to summarise the four factors 
on which, it seems to me, ~uccess depends. They are a preliminarY 
study of the plants that it is desired to conserve in order to 
decide what ecological conditions ~~ey require; deduction from ' this 
as to what tbe management p+an should be; suitable recording over 
several years (where practicable with actual counts) in order to 
measure the effect o.f the management; a warden who lives nearby and 
who is prepared to supervise the site and help with the recording. 

Reptiles and Amphibians in the Warburg Reserve 

by N. J. Phillips' " 

The Warburg Reserve is a nature reserve owned by the Berks., 
Bucks. and Oxon. Naturalists' Trust and lies in the dry chalk valley 
of Bix Bottom, roughly four-and-a-half miles from Henley-on-Thames. · 
The reserve is two hundred " ~nd forty~seyen acres in area and is 
composed of approximately tw'O -hundred acres of mixed conifer­
broadleaf woodl~nd and forty-sevep acres of glades, rides and areas 
of rough grass with scrub.. It i~ mainly famous for the fourhundre~ 
and fifty species of flowering plants which 6ccur there. H6wever, 
more detailed investigations of the fauna have shown tha~ the valley 
is also rich in vertebr~te animals, including the herpetofauna. 

The reptiles occurring are the grass snake, adder, common 
lizard and slow worm and the' amphibians, the common frog and common 
toad. Snakes, including 'Slow Worms' have suffered heavily from 
being killed by humanS in the Bix area, as is probably the case in 
many others. A number of older local resident.s, including game­
keepers, readily admit tQ hitting out at any 'snake' they were 
likely to come across and ~o pursuing them to ' ~nsure that t~ey were 
despatched! 



- 13 -

Status and distribution of the species in Warburg 

Grass Snake The grass snake is the commoner of the two snakes 
occurring i.~- tbeva~ley and can be found in most areas:· of the 
reserve :.- '; Grass . snakes·: ar.e· e.q~all.y a thome . on-· the ope~ . gra:~-E3 !3.r~aS .­
and· deep in woodland.,bu:t not' beech '-woodlap.g. They app~a,r , to breed 
regUlarly and 'succesBfully, as young have: been .observed every . year 
since .197l when my . abs.ervations sta,r.ted. , 'rpE:)ir repute.d favou~ite :, 
food, ·tlile '. commO,n frog,occurs very ' oecas~opal:J.y . in the reserve ,l?~t - ~ 
most .c-ertainly cannot be ' -an, import~n~ ., par~;; of .. their. diet.. . There, is, 
however, i.anabundance of .eomm-on li~ard.s" , ~ss.orted sma;ll!pammals ' 
and nestlings:' availabli'l , . a~d-: :to fipA', aQ.equate tood ' would be n,o ' 
prob:lem. " As has : be~n,' s .tated, the va+ley is dry and. no ·~a.tura.i , water 
is available for" the snake,s , .to·· frequ~nt • J In .1969, a smalL art~fic­
ial pond,rbughly two met.r.e·13 ·. square, was const~uc:ted in the rough, 
grass-s,crub area of Range ;Bottom and g~ass spakes . ar~ · fre'quEmtly 
found in 'its vicinity. During the very hot dry ~':l~er of , 1976" . . 
grass snakes could be .found lying in the shallow water .-;()nmost days 
during_ June "July,August-:: and S,eptemper. The ' earliest- recorded date 
for· ·the·ir:' firstappear.ance in . the year.: is 29th Fe'pruary, tl10ugh in ;, 
general . it · i 's la'ter -ab-01:lt 'mid-March.. I once found five young 
snakes,. entwined andrathe:r : t-or:pid arld · can only, presume tha~ they had 
recently.} emerged . from their -hibernaculum. The .largest recorded 
grass snake found'.' in the reserv,e · ,i :s 116 c~. lqng.~ The . cast . skin of 
this particular snake can be seen in the reserve" office. The dates 
for .entering ' hibernatio:n are har.der: to determine ;~s the rank .veget­
ation," not present; in spring,' make 13', it :ra;~he'r di:fficul~ to' recorli 
the pr-eB-ence or absence ·'of the . -spakes. Howev.e~ .,. ; from the end of 
Septembersightings rapidly decline, and c'ease by- the. epd of October'. 

, . .' . . 

.'r'. I.; 

Adde.r '. This is the shY,e,eft and ·mos.t r .etiring of. th.erl3pfiles found ' 
in the! l:'eserve ~ .;. :Al-l .sight-ings ,of, :adders. have bee:n -Q·(>p-.fi~Eid . to. . 
boundarJ.es ;between woodland and- sCI:\1·bby; grassare'lls:This .would Seem 
to ' he an' i.deal sit:e ,. as far . as adders are ~onc<~:r:.ned • . 1'herough 
grass pr'ovides exc'ellent oppox--tunities. forsunbat~ingan·d,. also a 
very;:· rich- feeding ·ar;ea, beingll\Yoc.h £:requented ,by small mammals and 
l:iza~d·s · . The wood edge t' \'f.i,th .t .hick shrubs and .bramble.s " q~.fers 11 . 
very- :safe, .area in which t:o re.:t.r.ea t on being . <:tlarmed • . ThefQl,:t,o~ing 
is an extract from observat.ions . m<:tde in ,·1974., . "The first . a~C1(i :~: · ~o 
be seen in '74 was on the Rifle Range on 20th March ~ Tne "weather " 
was warm :and sunny~ This snake, a ' female, was very ,torpid and 
obviously ·:,relatively fresh "from :hi1?ernatioll, J;t .was not' at all . 
disturbed "'oIi being closely approached to wit~:in one foot . ' A cormtion ' 
lizdrd~which adders eat ,: . 'was, seen : to wal~: in front and ~ri~ntually . 
over ' i t ,wi tli' no response .from the snake at, ·all! " ~p'e el:irliest . 
recorded date in : the year :for adders ' ·is . 27th Februa~Yt. a. ~~y :.:c? f · 
very heavy frost with a. ·shade temperature of :-4°c. On 19th March 
1975, when snow lay quite thick in the Bix Valley, an adder was 
sunbathing in the; snow at mid-day • .. ·A.· male and female were seen " 
entwihed together" on 27th ' May ~ 1976, the usual : mon~h fc;>r 'm9-ting to' 
take ' place~ T-heyremainod · inclose ,.contact for _,the ¥,~jor ' ~~rt of the 
day, only the ' mal-e being: 'alarmedat :my : approach ', .. IJl the. middle. and 
lat t-er',l partso! ·the year, sigh-tings -Of !3.d.d-ers are ve1'Y bri~f ~ . T.heY 
quickly b'ecome conscious at the observ.er' s presence and , .mov~., off " 
rapidly. They appear to maintain their numbers successfully and '" 
young adders, around 25 :clP ~ ~lql'!g .,_ havebeen seen on a ' numb~.r ,of _ . 
occasj,crns over the years ,. Ag9-i:p" tpe end o! "06tooeris -their lIsual': 



- 14 

time to disappear into hibernation. 

Slow Worm Slow worms are found in all the main rough-grass 
areas and are reasonably common. The ' blue-spotted form is found 
quite frequently. They are occasionally seen crossing or sunbath­
ing on o~eh ground, but ' in general they remain in, cover, especially 
in the region of large logs and piles of rotting brushwood. , Areas 
which have a lot of , mole activity with burrows opening on to the 
surfac~ are also wel~ frequented, the slow worms using the burrows 
to make their escape on being · approached • . Mole burrows would . also 
presumably make suitable hihernacula, but I have at present,; n~ 
proof of this. At a number of sites in the reserve ' there are . sheets 
of corrugated iron lyin~ flat on the ground. These were once part 
of the local gamekeeper's equipment for -' collecting water for his 
pheasants. At the present time, however, they make ideal hiding 
places for slow worms and 'other reptiles. The corrugated iron 
absorbs heat from the sun, and on a cool day'" the temperature beneath 
it will be higher than on the surrounding ground. During the fierce 
summer heat of 1976, reptiles gave up thLs hideaway as the corrugated 
iron became too hot to touch. ;Young slowworms are frequently found 
in the reserve, and breeding would appear to be successful. Slow 
worms are usually found later in the year than the previous two . 
species and are not commonly seen until the beginning of April. 

Comnl,-,n Lizard ,These lizards are common· thr.oughout the reserve in 
all rough-grass areas and glades in woodland and are frequently 
found sun~)!::.thing on t 'ree stumps and logs wherever the sun can reach. 
Their ea~ . ~jGst recorded date ·of appearance is 27th February. 
Liz~rds have been seen on a number of occasions moving about while 
snow was. on the ground. On 25th February 1975, while a small glade 
was being cleared of encroaching scrub, a co~on lizard was found 
hibernating beneath a log. It was curled up in a small circular 
depression approxir.J.ately l~ ins. across and 1 in •. deep. During the 
summer, certain 'sunny' logs on the Rifle "Range may hnve up to a 
dozen lizards basking in the sun. Very young .lizards when basking 
in these groups show very little concern on beirig approached closely. 
The reserve is richly endowed with inv'ertebrate fauna and lizards 
obviotis1y firid an abundarice of food available. 

Common J[r.2£: As has been stated, the reserve lies in a dry chalk 
valley and there are no breeding ~onds ,for this and the following 
species. There are a number of ' artificial watering sites for birds 
and mamma:i,.s, but at present ~,none satisfy the breeding requirements 
of frogs or · toad~. Although frogs have been found in every year 
since 1970, only young ones approximately 5 , cm. in length have, been 
seen. April is the month when they are usually observed. 

Common Toad The main area where toads are found is the bottom 
track running through the reserve, where they are frequently squashed 
by passing cars. During the summer, toads can often be found in 
any muddy patches which remain on shady parts of the track. Toads 
of all sizes have been found, from individuals a few centimetres in 
length to large fat, adults. They do not breed in the reserve. 

Conservation of these species in Warburg Reserve 

Frog ~l!.9- Toad As frogs and toads db not breed in the reserve ' and 
onl) occur as what might be termed 'passage migrants', little can be 
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done in , .the , way_ of . .management t .o. maintain _.their. presenc,e _ .. , .. HQw.~.Ye.r, 
if a ,fairly l.arge pond were to be cons~r.u<=ted, which would be a ' 
relatively simple matter, br_e,eding,.colonies ,o.! bO.th could beestab­
lishe,d. With the continual disappe'arance of ' many ponds, despite the 
excellent:,-workcarriea' Qutby' iir'ganisations sucrh" as the "'Save t 'he 
Village Pond I campaign and lOcal school 'action' groups, marty ' species 
will suf:fer from the loss of ' their aquatic habitat. It may well 
prove, necessary to construct and maintain ponds in nature : re8erT~s 
which are" naturally dry owing to geological and other fact 'oi-s~'. As 
ponds are' almost all man-made, there can be little strength 'behind 
the argument that it would be unnatitral to build ponds in these new 
areas:. 

Reptiles' Fortunately, the management carried out in the reserve 
to maintain the diversity of habitats and the species which occur 
in them suits the ' reptiles to a high degree. ' No special conserv­
ation. is necessary. Management procedures which seem directly to 
benefit 'them, although: not carried out strictly for them,are 
annual cutting with a mechanical swipe round marginal areas of ' 
young' woodland and the' maintenance 'of small glades in woodland areas. 
An excellent way in ,which .. breeding in all ,the rept:Ues can be . 
encouraged, and one that ca;n also improve one's chances of finding 
reptiles on demand for visiting groups, etc., is to lay slashings 
from tree~thiri.iling 'and" !l.Iiy" mlll'iageo:ble cut materi'al --from 'scrub 
clearance into small piles, with all the branches lying parallel, 
By doing ,this, numerous hj,deaways i~ which many animq.ls, apart from 
reptiles, c ancon,ceal themselves, are provided .. 

" .. " ~ 

: .. i . "J: 

A' further note on the ·~ndedsnails " (.Cepaea ,spP.) 

of '-Swyncombe 'Down 

by 'R.H.' Smith '· 

In ,a previous report(Smith,1976), the v~rl:a.tion in the. pop­
ulati'on ,'was, , descriped, ,and summarised in terms" of the colour ' (yellow 
or." pink) and bandi.'ng of the shells. Banding pa,tterns were classi­
fiedas , either .'effe,c,tively unbanded( top two bands, on each whorl 
mi'ssing) or banded. " It ,was then show,n how the effectivene,ss of 
differ;entcombinations of colour and banding as cC!-moufiage~ouid be 
infer:Eied ;from compari:sons , of s~.mp~es from the ,population cL living .~ . 
snails with shells that had been smashed by t'hrushes o The 'clas's':' . -
ification of banding patterns as either banded or unbanded only . 
reveals a fraction of the variability in the population, although 
this simple classification may be adequate as far as predation by 
thrushes is concerned (Cain and Sheppard, 1954). 

,The ,.shell, ~fragments collect.ed,: from, .the · thrush 'anvil' st.one_s -. , ,,,­
in' 1974 " and 1975 were retained, and the ' large,r:.f.rag~ent,s,_ w~e~~_: . : _ ... - -
classified in more detail as was done with the liVing snails in the 
fie'id '. , Bands ' on' each wh'orl ar'c numb~red. from .th,e :trop ',downw8.!-:~s,,~d­
a missi·ng. ban'di's -denoted by, a 0" thl.lS, 00345mean~t~at th~~ tpp' two 
bands on each whorl are 'missing." Bands that a.r,e),-:(.~s.ed to~e~lLe! are 
bracketed. ' 
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Banding Living Dead I ~~.------.....- ---
pattern ~ Yellow I Pink Yellow Pink Total 

00000 2 3 16 17 I 38 I 12345 646 75 312 21 1054 

f 123(45) 165 10 78 4 I 257 
(123)( 45) 25 0 8 0 33 

i (12)3(45) 69 2 37 1 109 
(12)345 2 1 

, 

I 
0 0 • 3 

(12345) 13 0 7 0 I 20 
1(23)45 3 0 1 0 • 4 j I ;~ 10;-,1,-'5 10 _7 2 

-I 
2 I 21 f I I /, 

02) (L~5) 17 4 24 ~ 3 0 
02345 6 I 2 2 0 10 ;: I 

;: 12 ()1+5 2 I' 0 3 0 5 

j i OO:j :1-5 1 13 0 1 15 
00>·)0 0 I 1 0 0 1 

r 1(23)(45) 12 I 0 0 0 12 
11 ! h 

j~OTAL 973 118 469 46 1606 
;1 

The first point to note about the banding data is that there 
is a large amount of variability in the population, most of which 
is genetically determined (Cain, Sheppard and King, 1968). How this 
varia bility is maintained under natural selection is not cle~r. 

A second point is that there is considera ble heterogeneity in 
the t a ble, in the sense that colour and ba nding patterns are 
apparently not independent of one another. As a lready noted (Smith, 
1976), pink banded a nd yellow unbanded sna ils seem to be at a dis- -
advantage to pink unbanded and yellow banded snails as far as thrush 
predation is concerned. Looking at particular banding patterns, 
there is an excess of yellow over pink with patterns 123(45) and 
023(45), and an excess of pink over yellow with the pattern 00345. 
Although th e effectively unbanded 00345 pattern (due t o a dominant 
allele a t a singli locus) may be related to visual predation, the 
fusion of the two lower bands in 123(45) and 023(45) must be relatad 
to some other selective force such as climatic selection (Jones, 
1973; Tuttle, 1976). The Swyncombe Down populaticm was sampled in 
May, 1976 and will be sampled again -in 1977, and it may then be 
possible to see whether changes in th~ population can be related to 
climatic fact ors. 
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'British, Butt·er.fli-es·:- who 'cares? .• 
. ; . 

"... . r ;!. , 

, ,by D. C,. ,F. C.otton ' .... ..... 

'.~,,' " ' ~''WAR ••• 'pr, ~~y , evell , the ' law~,abiciing a.re o,ff ,t~ 1?atti~, ,bin;)cu­
lars and nets at thje re'ady" 'read" the banner headl.:1ne 'to page 7 of 
t,h~ ,DailY Mail .. on. Jul,y 20th, • . , The !u+l~page. articl.e writt~n ,below 

,:th~~. l.le:f3~d:l.'ine) gave ,~ su~ry': :o{ ,th.e~ :s::plitbet:wee~ri ;tl}e ' ~wo ;gro;upp. o,f 
p~. pple . who: _have ~trong feelings apoutour ;bJltterflies and which had 

, :~l~,~a~y, ,:been w:idely , publ,ic~~ed : p~ };a;dio, 'tele.visi'on and ' ii1 \t'h~,;. ~ 
natl.ona+- pres,s.Over th~ ;pr,~v?-:ou,s ,~,wo m.onth.~ . ~ i t}i~d, b.een ,.giep~f.al1y 
aclqlo:wledge..d tha,t 1976 wa~ a .yea.r of butter;f1y a1:;>undance. ,wi:t.l1 many 
un~:O~Qn ' species being seen, 'back' in 'th.~'ir· old ,haunts ~here ,they had 
not 'l?<=:en , r~~or.d~d: · for . se;ve~ai , years~~ ; . ,However '" ' a, good year 'for ' . 
bu:tter;lie:s a~so reviv~d , the ' ~ctivity. of_ cOlie:cfox-s ,and ,st:l.mitla,:ted, 
t;,he: .new gene+.atip.p of b,utter'f.ly-W~tcliers, pho,to,grapliers ~n'd con­
servati:onis.ts, · tp 'gO · int'~ .. t~€ field '. Inevitably t4!3 tWQ, 'gr:oups " , 
confronted one apother and from . the ' widespr,e~dpJ.lplicity : it was 
8ho~;i ' .thfl,t ,a, . i():t o'f peoplec ,-~a:re ' about ', our ' b~;~t~rflies. . " .' 

The \radit,i'On oibutterfly. C9ll~cti'ngh~s b~en high);y honourable 
and, lik~ the cqllecting of wiid flo",ers" dragonflies, shells ., birds 
.and bi~d; ,eggs, .i.t was a hobby B;/3sociat'ed withclergy,meh ,ahd: j;e i~teel 
~B~_rs,(;ms j. This pastime ~ulfils ,,.several psychol'ogical~y sa t ,isfy,ing 
criteria; .it, has an int'eilectu.ai elemep,t, it is considered to be a 

" -" ., .... . . _ ' . . .L t .- ·: r f "', . i . 

healthy outdoor activity, there is , the' th'ri'll 'of the chase' arid', 
s:Lgnifican'tly in a materialistic society, th:e9oilector "ga1rfs ' pres­
tige by the ac'quisition of 'beautiful ' possess·i~riS. There c~m 'ti~ 'nO 
douht .t,hp.t ,most ,collectors;i,nj,.tially sel~c:t . the class o.f opject that 
int'ere'ata then:t on an aesthe'ticba;iji,S, but, that once the c'Oileetion 
h~s been_ ,s,tart~d ,it often leads J9. a ,qeeper {inderstanding and' a<ic'lim­
U:~a~).ono( Jtn:owledge about' the, :group'~ The ... majoritY ofep.rly"butter-

. fly". ,coii~cfol't;, :cQntr,ibuted nothing tq sCience, but or. ,those who did 
lai ,'d~wn· . · th,e , fouridationsot. 'pr~sen·t-'Ii"EfY kriowledge, by ''m8:ki~g the­
firs ,t des~;t'i.l>tiqnB, 'of' , ea,ch, ,insect; its~' li'fe-'cy'cle , a~abe,l:ravipur ' , we 
must recognise that their collectip.g, w?-snctt in ve.in • . Today's 
collector of butterflies 'is, through ' the passage of time, ina 
different posit,i.on. , . He is still driven by ,the. same mot~v_e~, but in 

" thelqlow),~cfge: . t,hat , his ~cti,vity : is n9 longer so'cially 'ac1:el'table for 
several · r.e~'s~ons?~ .. ~i;r.st'ii:, . 'the;. 'amateu;t' .Pll:tterfly-poll:ector, ,~~Ir 'o~fer 
littl'e .orn,q;thi~gllew .. to pur u,nde~sta~di,ng -of :th<fgr.,oup,' a~a-,, ' .~~ilst 
there are still I'!l8.ny facts lacking, ' the Job is' one for the prptes,s;" 
tonal entomologist. Secondly, in the past collec't 'or's killed ;' , 
,specimens tor .the . pu~pOS,El ofidentifi9.51t,ion.Tpday"the excellent 
standard or' field'~guides and 'the 'possibilityof ~!1l9-nga p,hoto~riap:lli" 
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record' 'invalialates this reason for collecting. For those who still 
wish to own dead butterflies there are commer'cial butterfly-farms 
which breed and isell specimens from ,a captive stock. The most 
important reason why butterfly collecting is no longer an acceptable 
hobby in this country is because of the scarcity and decline shown 
by many of our breeding species. . 

Butterflies are essen~i~lly a tropical group of ' creatures and 
in Britain they are reaching their northern limit, 'so many of our 
species are severely affected by climate and would be rare whether 
man wa3 present or absent. However, there can be absolutely no doubt 
that the primary cause of the decline of many of our species is 
through the destruction and fragmentation of habitats, such as the 
replacement of deciduous wO,odland with c,onifer plantations, the des­
truction of wild herbaceous plants in hedgerows and chalk grasslands 
with herbicides and machinery, a:nd "the- .reclamation of wetlands and 
heaths for building or farmland. The use of persistent insecticides 
has als~ ~layed a par~ in the decline in some species of ~utterfly. 

Given the decline of a 's'pecies, from whatever cause" the very 
fact t,hat it- is becoming rare increases its value to collectors who 
are driven on by the desire to obtain a complete set. This is an 
admirable objective if we are talking about stamps or coins, beoause 
collecting protects 'the rarer o~es from becoming 10s~, but clearly 
the converse is ' true fO'r livi~g things. Unfortunately the collector 
can e~sily and rapidly gain preci~e :information about the location 
of rare species because, he is helped by better methods of commun­
ication through books, maps and the telephone. He can also easily 
travel over l a rge distanc~s in order to collect the necessary min­
imum of four specimens; two males and two females so' that he may 
display both the upperside and the underside of the wings. The 
specimens collected will also be the mo~t perfect obtainable, which 
makes it best to go early i ,n the season when the newly emerged 
insects, that have of course not' mat~d or laid their eggs, are 
available. The net effe~t of collecting could be disastrous for 
those species that are now only to be found in widely scattered c~l~ 
onies because we do not ' know how few animals there need be to main- , 
tain a via.ble population. ,It could be that' the removal of a 'few 
insects from a population of over on,e hundred will take the 'colony 
below a thre.shold level from which it c'annot recover. 

lt is important tha~ thbs~ tnt~res~ed in the cbnservation of 
. ,butterflies should argue their case on factual rather than emotive 

grounds. They must also be sympathetic to the psychological needs 
of the , collector and manipu.1at'e these issues by suggesting altern'­
atives to collecting specimens, such as ' photography and the study 
of the living creature, or by re-directing the collector to some 
other insect group in which no ,damage may be caused and possibly 
someth~ng new may be learnt ahout the group. 

Although the extinction of a species of butterfly in the 
British Isles may not lead to a global loss, because all uur species 

,are found in continental Europe, it is our duty to conserve the . 
endangered. species from all causes of destruction for the heritage 
of future generations. 

Leave . nothing but footprints, take nothing but photographs and 
kill nothing but time. 
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~976" .::Che ,Ml1.shreem Year 

by P. Andre~B & ,,:r '0 ' Andrews 

,.: ' 

After the het, dry summer and ' h'eavy autumn rains ef 1976, 
lecal fields began to. preduce unusua:J.ly heavy c,reps ef field mua,h­
reemS (A.ga·r±c'u8t ~~ampeBtr~is ):and " ~orse ~u:shroeins (A .. arvensis) ;.:" ~he>, 
hers'~mushrooni' alB·o:; a'pp~b:'rea 'in bneef' and ·twoB :6n grassy" ~·oa.,dside, , .. !. 

verges, whilst recuri-ent 'creps' e'f A . · b1.sporus ,the wild forrh ' of' 'th~ ;'. 
cultivated mushroem, ceuld be feund in bo.r~ . se:j.l at the readsifl,~, 
be'side>t 'raeks · br ' in ' fields. The ye1.1ow..;stainer ' (A~" xanthddermus) . 
was, 'also. feund -&nd :unfertunately ' eat'en: ':i:n' ni~~taite ' fer 'A 0 arvfmsis, ' " 
by some",, 'wi th ;ad,\r;erse e'-ffeets 'orithe': digestien. ' After ' en~ such ,., . 
repert, :we tracked dewtia'':' fineci-ep ' 6fyel~ow-s~'a~ner, tn': a ' der-e).'i~t.' 
graveyard . near · Sh1.·ilfield~ ... ' .,' ... ', '. 

In eur expe:tiiEince,. the ' vari~tY ' of Agaricus specie$,:app~aring , 
th~s , ye;ar .~qs ,als,? r~!llarkal?l(3~ ' . . T~ , ~J:1~ee s.pecies a+r~adY: ;Jm~ntiened 
we ' . c~n . ~dd • A. ' 9i tQr$uis~ " found . near . Fa~~~y t A. ~ , siIva ticu,s : and ' ." ' .. ' , .' 
A •. vills,tic.ua, both : identified :at 1:;he ,~eer Ceps.~ F~ray t :and , .,' . 
A ~ haemorx:ilOidar,ius : which ':~p:p~;;ira,d ).n :, q~a~~ity , ~nqer a s~a;Ll : ,~lump .' ' 
ef trees j .. nW.hi.t~knights .. . This latte,r s.pecies · shqws · a rapi~ .and ." 

~ .. . .. t ,. " . ""~ ",; •.•. " .' , . . ~. , . ' • 

str~~in.g . tedd~,~~ng . ?,f .~he , f!esh when. ,y~~ :, o.r; br9k!n • . ,Pe,rl'ltaps t.~.~ :. 
mest inte.re,s.ting find ef a.ll; " heWElv,er, ,was eur d~scever-y' 9.f ·, ~: ,:, 
A. bernaZ;dii ' 'on two roadside' 'verge's, ene in Earley and the ether 
near Shtn~i-;ld. , ~cc,er,di~g to. the . ~e.~)e.r,ence: books,: t~if? ' uncemmon . ,'. 
agaric t which has a: thick fieshy- cap with cearse scales 'and' an ';i.n­
re1-1-;oO, , ecd:ge, ' eccu.rs- in 'Pastures 'near the 'se~ ., ' .. 

. : t '.';" ' ,., ',' " • .'... " :. , ... l ... 

. Th'ef 'shaggypare:sol' ·O:;epi6ta: rhac·o'des), .whichmakes: exc~lle~t 
eating, weis 'Eds6 'v'er,! c'en1mon thi-s yea-:t' and' ap'peared ilear weeds, ." " . 
alengreadsides 'and hedger'ews (even 'in Kendrick 'Rc'ad) -'and . in .ga~deh:s~ ' 
including eur ewn. The very fine "'fairy' rings" 'that' appear'ed' :t -his ' . 
year en l~wns and pastures were due, to Marasmius ereades, also. a!l ' .~ 
edible species but ef' n6::grea:'t '~value · . '. ' :Cast aLlOngst' the spe:cios . " 
werthy ef mentien, but by ne means least., was the giant pu~f-ball 
(~co~erd:Orl:' Piigti:rit~U1!lr. :U~uallyfe~nd 'in meadews. in '~~~" la~e" , . 1 " 

summer,' this' year" it began· to appear" .in the 'SJ:linf~eld " ax:ea ~n . " 
September, when' 'thei ";ground- :w:aa aatura:ted .by rain, ahd~dnt~hu~d : s'.' 

welF 'inte October. Atene time, specimens up ·to a ldlogratnme- i~ ',' 
weight were ,'found 'alIIlost d,aiiy~ withih>~tiite ··a : srria 11 area. c ' 

. , : " ,', , .'. I ,, ' 
.) ',: .~! . . ~. ! . .1 

. AltltbU'~~! it 'has be.en the ::g~r1e~;aI""impreBsi6h 'that t.h~' e·d!ibi~ ,: . :~.:. 
fUhg'i 'efpa"stuz<es have :d'ec'reased ' ih::'tece~t, yea~:St:tt~pp~a.rB tll~~". : .. ... 
the mycelia were still abundantly preserit 'i 'n the so.il' "arid ' that" o.nlY: ' " 
the rightweathe,,I' .. cenditiens were . . needed to. s.timulat~~he p~o.duc-
tio.n ef -fr'ti-i'ting ' ;bed:t~13 ~ ..' C,,:. , . '. : ' :.", . . " .: 

., .' .. .. " i.": 
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Extracts from a Bird-watcher's Notebook 

by ,M. Hallam 

(Reading School) 

These represent for me , the' highlights of an exciting year and , 
are a reward f~r many co).d and fruit'less hours spent at the sewage 
works" and a 't Smallmead or by the. local gravel pits. 

Of course I was thrille~ ,to s,e these , unexpected visitors, but 
not first because 'of their rarity-. · Some are handsomely marked and 
it is a pleasure to be able to "re c ogni'se identification featu;res 
hitherto only seen in books '. Perhaps watching them go ' about the 
everyday business of feeding,preening and so on was best of all. 

1. .Velvet Scoter (Mela~itt~ ;-usca). December 19th 1975-

~ I found this sea-duck whilst walking along the Kennet Canal 
at Burghfield towards t .he sewage works. At first, when· I 'hearda 
'plop', I thought it was a dabchick. Then it surfaced about fifteen 
yards 'distant and turned its huge boat-shaped bill towards me, 
showing the two white facial patches; even at rest it was sometimes 
possible to 'see the white secondaries. It moved up...; and down-stream 
until it was last seen abeut one mile down-stream at Fobney ;Lock. 

2. Night Heron (Nycticorax nycticorax). January-March 1976. ' 

Many people came from miles around, even as · far as Cheshire , 
and Derbyshire, to see this bird. It was an immature specimen and 
was hard to find amongst the many ivy-clad trees around Burghfi~ld 
gravel pit. It was sometimes given away by the raucous calls of 
black-headed gulls ,which mobbed ~t. Most local people had excell­
ent .views of the bir~"butmany went away disappointed and cold. 

3. ' Eider (Somaferia mollissiITia) . February 8th 1:976. 

I found this bird at Theale gravel pit with another bird­
watcher. , It stayed on this pit for ten days. It wus an ~mmature 
male showing i~regular plumage, . i.e. generally dark with white' 
patches on the b-ack,left flank and left-hand base qf the neck, and 
also showing two white cheek ,p~tch,es •. , Aft,er first spotting the 
bird we spent several agonising minutes wading through ice-cold 
water to reach an island so as to qbtain closer views. , Fortunately 
for us ', the duck flew from the ce-ri1;re of the pit and alighted on the 
water within thirty yards ' of ~s. 

4 • . Red-cre;t'eci Pochar'd (Nett~ rufina). Februa,ry. 17th 1976. 

This extremely beautiful bird was one of my favourites. It 
stayed for two days in the Reading area, moving from Theale to 
Burghfield grave~ pit. It was shy, but good views were obtained by 
most observers. At Burgh'field it r 'est"ed in the shade of trees wi;th 
a flock of pochard and tufted duck. Its flanks were white barred 
slightly with brown. This contrasted with the black tail and 
breast and orange head. 
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5. Avocets (Recurvirostra avosetta). April 26th 1976. 

They were first seen on the 24th and stayed jn the Twyford 
gravel-pit area for a few days. In this time, they became ce1eb­
r ;i. t:Les w·ith ~he" local. press, but their exact locat'i.o.n '·wa.Q not 
publi sned. The" pair could be seen wadin~ .A&d,: t.·eed~~i::\i.itha side­
ways sweeping motion of the head and bea~' a8:}th.~Y caught submerged 
invertebrates. In deeper water, they \.f~uid ·ew:tm'; ' :: somet'~mea upending 
like a mallard. On one occasion, they pe'rtQ:rmed . ~ 'cqurtship greet- ' 
ing. One _·bird .. ··stood with its head down and 'bi1i ' held ' horiZontally 
while th'c" 'other walked round it aeemingJ.y unconcerned. 

6. ICittiwake (Rissa tridactyla). May 12th 1976. 
• • (' I. '.. !_, ~" , 

This w,asrather' an unusual date for a gull normally found 
only at sea. It 'appeare d" after a westerly gale, on Thea1e gravel 
pit where it stayed for an' afternoon. ,It never moved from the pit 
as it flew into the wind, following a/· z.lg~~ag course. It then 
would turn and .. f1y swiftly back to wher.e ,:i;t had started. It had 
the charac teri'stic ' 'W' on the wings and ;a ,: slightly forked tail with 
a black band. ' " . 

, , ; . " J.', - , 

7 : " iBe~rded Ti--t ~ . · ~ ·Panuru.s biarmicus).. 0~fober16th 1976. 
~ 

A group of us were aroused by a loud 'ping' as a long­
tailed bird bounded into a push next to us. At the base of the 
bush crept an adult ma1e ',bEf,arded tit, with a beautiful blue head 
and black moustachial str;i pe. This wa:s , the first of a small group 

,"",," . " ', .~ I. .. " .. "~"" _ ~""\ .' . 

which spent ... ·t }ie'· ·first ~a,lf , r9f the winter there. . 
, ,.' , , " ,f H',;~~,~<',~i{;~ 

.. ... ..: ... ~ . . ... ~. : ... ' ;" ~ - \~ -

An Interi~~ List. .of the ,Lepidoptera of ,Ui'tbri"Court and the , 

. Surrounding Woodlands at Padworth! 'Berkshire 

. ; :, ' 'i.:..~ 
; 

,/ 

by B. R. Baker 
" 
" 

This in~er.i~ ~ist of the butterflies and moths of the Ufton 
Court area ~~EL b~eh prepared as part pf.' " ,~h;e ~e~,ding Mu:!!»eum' s 
continuing progra~e of field recording at woodland, heath1and, 
cha1kdown and maraHland habitats in our district. The Museum, as 
well as participating . in national mapping schemes (10 km squares) 
and local schemes based O'n map squares ' o,f lesser ' e~tent t is also 
building up a corpus of biological records for loc.alitiee typifying 
the broad habitats mentioned above. 

River valley localities such as Woo1hampton Marsh~s and Moor 
Copse NatutegE? ~"erve .in the . Kennet and Pang ValleyS have already 
been well documented ' entomo1ogica11y - this Ufton survey will 
provide records for both a heathland and mixed woodland 'hapitatj 
cha1kdown and beechwoods will claim our attention as future oppor­
tunity allows. 

With the face of the countryside undergoing more rapid change 



than ever before and thereby making earlier recording, op~ole.:te ., we _ 
sought an area of mixed woodland and heathland which would /~we hoped, 
not be subjected to ~ major :Change of forestry or farming re,gi,me .in 
the foreseeable fu'ture. 'Ufton Court and the surrounding hea:th~l' a.nd 
woods seemed to offer: this stability of habitat ,and ::for -pe IlmisFI ion' " 
to work there and for valuable assistance in the provision of 
facilities for operating light traps we are much indebted :toMr' . .. , 
A. H. Bush, Warden of Ufton Court Residential Centre, and to Mr. W. 
Beer, Chief Forester" of' t-he 'El"lgl:efield ,Estates. '" , 

. ' .. ' . . .... :,," ., l ~ . , .. : ~ ) " ,. ! .,, ' . . ,' , "" . 

Our plan paralleled that of other areas surveyed, namely to 
operate mobile and 'stat:t~ l1:'ght traps on one partiQ:ular 'nigh.t , per ' 
week throughout the. fl:ying ,seaso,n for nocturnal Lep:i"dQPtera rEigard­
less of weather conditions. ' 'Fr:lday was the s'et 'night- 'chosen , : ' 
(eminently suitable 'wh'eri. 'very late nights are "t:he ' 0rd,e-r of the day 1) 
and twenty night excur,s,ions were made to Ufton over tl}.e per~,Qd 

April to December 1975. AdVerse weather conditrons '(snow) made ' 
certain Fridays rather inhospitable and it was necessary to arrange 
an additional night (28th February, 1976) in order to record -Cer" .. :,: ', :'o, 
tain species v/hich, , i:;iJ:th,ough almost certainly preeent, had be.,en 
missed the p:~e'tio"Us spring" due to poor trapping n:tghts. " 

" ' 

As was the ca~-:Je a t , Moo,I' Copse, the w~iter rec,ej,ved invalua~le 
manpower assistance "fr-om our ' members Peter CUBS,' Philip Hooper ~zid 
Robert Wood; on several ' 'ocicas'iol'ls we we rEi also 'j'oined ,byPeter Dave,Y, 
from Bu(;klebury who kindly' brought along a second ,generator, the~eby 
making our sampling of the v~,rious areas more comprehensive'; , " 

I allow, my.s~lf a mpment~s ~igression from , the preparation of , 
the detailed lists of Lepidoptera which follow this introduction to ' 
say that many 'of these iiightsout on heath or in the depths ,of the 
woodlands had for all of us a ,magic which defies description. , ','. 

Lepidoptera recorded ifi ; the ",§tatic and mobile traps ", : 

Nomenclature as per nOat a~"d iI1ncks Check -ti~t of British'I.usects 
Second Edition (Revised) 'DE!Oelllber, 1972 

HEPIALIDAE:; , 

Hepialu6 hecta: '(t~) 

H. lupulinus (L.) 
~ ~" , 

LASIOCAMPIDAE 

j ' ~~ , 

~ :.:' 

Poecilocampa populi . ~L.) ',~ -.r , 

Trichiura crataegi, .(;4.) " 

Malacosoma neustria 0:,. ;); 
Philudoria potatori~ (L.) 

DREPANIDAE 
~'. . ~; 

Falcaria lacertinaria (L!) " 
, " 

Drep'9.na binaria (Ilufn.) 
" ", '.' 

Gold Swift ' , ' 

Common Swift 

December Mot~ 

Pale E~gar 

Lackey 

Drinker .. . , " .-.' ,. 

, ' 

' j.- ; 

Sca,lloped Hoo~~t'ip 
• ~ f 

Oak Hook-':tip 

, f" ~ ' 

.. 

' i 
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DREPANlDAE (cont.') 

D. falcataria (L.) 

Cilix' glaucata (Scop.) 

THYATlRIDAE 

Thyatira batis (L.) 

Habrosyne pyritoides (Hufn.) 

Tethea ocularis (L.) 

Och~opacha du~laris (L.) 

Cyoatophorimadiluta CD. & S.) 

Achlya flavicornis (L.) , 

GEOl>1ETRlDAE 

Geometra papiliona'ria (L.) 

Comibaena pustulata (Hufn.) 

Hemithea aestivaria (Hubn.) 

Cyclophora albipunctata (Hufn.) 

Cyclophora punctaria (L.) 

Scopula i mita ria (Hubn.) 

ldaea biselata (Hufn.) 

I. subsericeata (Haw.) 

I. aversata (L.) 

I. straminata (Borkh.) 

Xanthorhoe designata (Hufn.) 

X. spadicearia (D. & S.) 

X. ferrugata (Clerck) 

X. quadrifasiata (Clerck) 

X. montanata (D. & S.) 

X. fluctuata (L.) 

Scotopteryx chcnopodiata (L.) 

Epirrhoe alternata (M~ll, O. F.) 

Anticlea derivata (D. "& S.) 

Mesoleuca albicillata (L.) 

Pelurga comitata (L.) 

Cosmorhoe ocellata (L.) 

Eulithis testata (L.) 

E. pyraliata (D. & S.) 

Ecliptopera silaceata (D. & S.) 

Chloroclysta citrata (L.) 

Pebble Hook-tip 

Chinese Character 

Peach Blossom 

Buff Arches 

Figur.e of Eighty 

Less~r Satiri Moth 

Lesser Lutestring 

Yellow Horned 

Large Emerald 

Blotched Emerald 

Common Emerald 

Birch -Mocha 

Blood Vein 

Small Blood Vein 

Small Fan-rooted Wave 

Satin ,Wave 

Riband Wave 

Plain Wave 

Flame Carpet 

Red Twi~-sp~t C~rpet 

Dark-barred Twin-spot Carpet 

Large Twin-spot Carpet ' 

Silver-ground Carpet 

Garden Carpet 

Shaded Broad-bar 

Common Carpet 

The Streamer ' 

Beautiful Carpet 

Dark Spi.:nach 

The Purple Ba'r 

The Chevron 

Barred Straw 

Small Phoenix 

Dark Marbled Carpet 
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C. truncata (Hufli:\) 

Cidario. fulvo.ta (Forster) " 

Thero. firmata (Hubn .. '), 

T. obeliseata (H~bn.) 

Eleetrophaes eorylata (Thun '~') 

Hydriomena fureata (Thun"o)" 
~ . . i 

H. impluviata (D. &S.') ' 

Philereme :'vetulatti (1:5 ~ &"8 ,.:) 

Euphyia uno.ngula to' (Ha w. r,e 
Epirrita dilutata ' (D. : &'; S ~; ) " " 

Operophtera brumatla (L,'~) 

Perizoma alchemilla t a ' TtC) , . " -
P. flavofasciata (Thun.) ~ ,,':"," 

Eupithecia pulchellata Steph
t
• 

E. exiguata (Hubn.) 

E. eentaurearia (b. &' s.) ' 

E. absinthiat'a tClerckf ' 

E. assimilata Doubl. 

E. vuIgata (Haw.) 

E. subfuseata (Haw.) 

E. ieterata (Villers) 

E. suecenturiata (L.) 

E. nanata (Hubn.) 

E. abbreviata Steph. 

E. dodoneata Guenee 

E. larieiata (Freyer.') 

Chloroclystis v-ata (Haw. ) ~' 

C. reetangulata (L .. , 

:,. " , 

' , ' 

Gymnoscelis rufif~seiata (Haw.) 

Chasias legatella (D: & S.) 

Aploeera efformata (Gue'ri.ee)' 

Euehoeca nebulata (Scop.') 

Asthena albuliitta.' (Htifn.) 

" 

Hydrelia flammeolaria '(Hurn.) 

Lobophora halterata:' (Hufn.; ' 

Triehopteryx carpinata (Borkh.) ' 

Pterapherapteryx sexalata""(Ret'z.) 

Lomaspilis margina:ta~ (L.) 
; .,.'.,' 

Common Marbled Carpet 

Barred Yellow 

The 'Piiie ' Carpet ,. 

Grey Pine' Carpet 'l ~ 

13r~keri;";barredCt{r~et - ' 

July" Highflyer' 

May Highflyoar 

Brown Seall'op' 

Sharp-angl~d"Carpet 

November Moth ' 

Winter Mo-th 

Small Rivulet 

Sandy Carp'et ' ' 

Foxglove Pug , 

Mottled' Pug " 
Lime-s'peckPug . 

Wormwood' Pug 

Currant Pug' 

Common Pug 

Grey Pug ' 

Tawny-speckled Pug 

Bordered PUg 

Narrow-winged ' 'pUg 

Brindled Pug' 

Oak-tr~e ; Pug 

Larch' ,J?tig : ' 

' vi>ug , 

Green Pug 

Double:"striped PUg 
The Streak' 

Lesser Treble Bar 

Ding~ Sheli 

Small White '. Wave 
( . . -.' 

Small Yellow Wave ' 

Seraphim 
.... 

Early Tooth-st~i~e~ 

Small Seraphim " 

Clouded Border 

, , . .. '-

\ J'..:' t" 

,' .! ' ..• , :,' 

" . 

", ":" ~. ·" 
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Semiothisa liturata (C}erck) 

S. wauaria (L.) 

Petrophora chlorosata (Scop.) 

Plagodis dolabraria (L.) 

Tawny-barred Angl~ 

V-moth 

Brown Silver~line 

Scorched Wing 

Pachycnemia hippocastanaria (Hubn.) Horse Chestnut 

Opisthograptis luteolata (L.) Brimstone 

Apeira syringaria (L.) 

Ennomos alniaria (L.) 

E. fuscantaria (Haw.) 

E. erosarLC. (D. & S.) 

Selenia dentaria (Fabr.) 

s. lunularia (Hubn.) 

' . 

S. tetralunaria (Hufn.) 

Odontopera bidentata (Clerck) 

Crocallis elinguaria (L.) 

Ourapteryx sambucaria (L.) 

Apocheima hispidaria (D. & S.) 

A. pilosaria (D. & S.) 

Lycia hirtaria (Clerck) 

Bjston strataria (Hufn.) 

B. betularia (L.) 

Agriopis leucophaearia (~. & S.) 

A. aurantiaria (Hubn.) 

A. marginaria (Fabr.) 

Erannis defoliaria (Clerck) 

Menophra abruptaria (Thun.) 

Peribatodes rhomboidaria (D. & S.) 

Alcis repandata (L.) 

Boarmia roboraria (D. & S.) _ 

Serraca punctinalis (Seop.) 

Ectropis bistortata (Goeze) 

E. crepuscularia (D. & S.) 

E. extersaria (Hubn.) 

Aethalura punctulata (D. & S.) 

Bupalus piniaria (L.) 

Cabera pusaria (L.) 

C. exanthemata (Seop.) 

Lomographa bimaculata (Fabr.) 

L. temerata (D. & S.) 

Lilac Be<l;uty 

Canary-shouldered Thorn 

Dusky Thorn 

Septem,ber Thorn 

Early Thorn 

Lunar Thorn 

Purple Thorn 

Scalloped Hazel 

Scalloped Oak 

Swallow-tail Moth 

Small Brindled Beauty 

Pale Brindled Beauty 

Brindled Beauty 

Oak BQauty 

Peppered Moth 

Spring Usher 

Scarce Umber 

Dotted Border 

Mottled Umber 

Waved Umber 

Willow Beauty 

Mottled Beauty 

Great Oak Beauty 

Pale Oak Beauty . ' . 
Engrailed , 

Small Engrailed 

Brindled White-spot 

Grey Birch 

Bordered White 

Common White Wave 

White Wave 

White Pinion Spotted 

Clouded Silver 



Campaea margaritata (L.) 

Hylaea fasciaria (L.) 

SPHINGIDAE 

Hyloicus pinastri (L.) 

Laothoe populi (L.) 0: :;'.');' 

Deilephila elpeno~ ; ·{L'.) 

NOTODONTIDAE 
\ ' :' ': ~ " ". ".: ,. 

Phalera bucephala ' (r,..) -- r' ' . . 

Harpyia furcula (Clerck) 

Stauropus fagi (L'.) 

Notodonta dromeda~ius ) 0L.) 
Eligmodol'ita ·ziczac ' .. (L.) '; 

Pei'idea:;,aneeps ('Goeze) .! 

Pheosia ;tremula.··· (C1~rck) : . .:,>· : 

Ptilodon capucina (L.» i 

Odontosia carmelit~::'(Esp~) 

Pteroatoma palp1na (CIefcIt) 
. r ' . ,- : ') ' . ' i 

Drymonia dodonaea' '{D'·. & S.) . y 

Clostera pigra (Hufn.) 

Diloba caerulehc~phal'~'; ti.;) 

LD1ANTRIIDAE 

Orgyia antiqua ' tL· •. h ·, 
Dasychira pudibunda (L! .. ) 

Euproctis simi.liiis (Fue.&'sly) '. 

Lymantria. monaicha·:(L .. ): - •. 

ARCTIIDAE 
. >< 

Hiltochrista miniata ,<For~.ter) 

Cybosia mesomella (L,) 

Eilema griseola (.,,H~,1?n.) ., 
• • ~ ' . .. • .1 .. 

E. complana (L.) 

E. deplana (Esp.) 

E. lurideola (Zin~ken). 
• . 0 " I., _ I': 

Arctia caj~(~~ ) " 

Spilosoma lubricipeda (L.) 

S. luteum (Hufn.) 
" .... L, 

. . ... l. 

": . ' 

~ '", 

Phragmatobia fuligi~qs~ (L.) 

Tyria jacobaeae (L.) 

- ~7 -

Light Emerald 

Barred Red 

Pine Hawk 

Poplar Hawk " 

Large Elephant Hawk ' 

Buff Tip 

Sallow Kitten 

Lobster Moth 

Iron Prominen~ . 

Pebble Prominent 

Great Prom,inen·t · 

Swallow Promine,nt . 

Coxcomb Prominent 

Scarce · Prominent ' '. 

Pal.e pt.omi~ent 
( ' " '. 

Marbled Brbwn -, 

Small Chocola.t~ Tip 

Figure of Eight Moth 

• .",t, " .. . 

Vapourer Hot,h 

Pale Tussock 

Gold Tail 

Black Ar.ches 

Rosy ~ootmCl.n ._ 

Four-dotted Footman 

Dingy Footman 
<' , 

Scarce Footman 
., . 

Buff footman 
.. ' 

Common Footman 

Garde,n ,Tiger 

White Ermine 
l .. 

Buff . Ermine 
i\ ,. ; , 

Ruby Tiger . 
Cinnabar Moth 

" 

.' 

;' .. : ;" 

r " .:: :.- ' ;" • 

. ~ :-~ ! . . 

.~ 

~ . 

. '; ' ') . >, 

; . 

" 

• " J. ; 

.. , . , ~ 

: 

. ;: . . ' ... 
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NOLIDAE 

Nola confusalis (Hernich-Schaffer) 

NOCTUIDAE 

Agrotis segetum (D. & S.) 

A. clavis (Hufn.) 

A. exclamationis (L.) 

A. ipsilon (Hufn.) 

A. puta (Hubn.) 

Axylia putris (L.) 

Ochropleura plecta (L.) 

Noctua pronuba (L.) 

N. c omes (Hubn.) 

N. fimbriat a (Schreber) 

N. j anthina (D. & S.) 

Pa radiarsia glareosa (Esp.) 

Lycophotia porphyrea (D. & S.) 

Diarsia mendica (Fabr.) 

D. brunnea (D. & S.) 

D. rubi (Vieweg) 

Xestia c-nigrum (L.) 

X. ditra pezium (D. & S. ) 

X. triangulum (Hufn.) 

X. baja (D. & S.) 

X. sexstriga ta (Haw.) 

X. xanthographa (D. & S. ) 

! ,"' , 

Anaplectoides prasina (D. & S.) 

Cerastis rubricosa (D. & S.) 

Discestra trifolii (Hufn.) 

Hada na na (Hufn.) 

Polia hepa tica (Clerck) 

P. neb ~losa (Hufn.) 

Melanc~ra persicaria e (L.) 

La canobl a thalassina (Hufn.) 

L. oleracea (L.) 

Cera mic a pisi (L.) 

Ha dena bicruris (Hufn.) 

Cerapteryx graminis (L.) 

Least Black Arche~ 

Turnip Moth 

Heart a nd Clu'l:1 

Heart a nd Dart 

Dark Sword Grass 

Shuttle-shaped Dart 

Flame 

Flame Shoulder 

Yellow Underwing 

. ' 

Lesser Yellow ' Underwing 

~oad-bordered Yellow Underwin~ 

Lesser Broad-bordered, Yellow 
Vnderwing 

Autumnal Rustic 

True Lover's Knot 

Ingrailed Clay 

Purple Clay 

Small Square Spot 

Setaceous Hebrew Cha r acter 

Triple-spotted Clay 

Double Square ,~spot 

Dotted C~ay 

Six-striped Rustic 

Square-spot Rustic 

Green Arches 

Red Chestnut 

The Nutmeg 

The Shears 

Silvery 'Arches 

Grey Arches 

Dot Moth 

Pa le-shouldered Broca de 

Bright-line Brown-eye 

Broom 'Moth 

Lychnis 

Antler Moth 



Tholera cespitis . (D. : & S • .)" 

T. decimalis ' (Poda.) ' . ' . ~ 

Orthosia cruda (D. & S.) 

O. gracilis (Di &'S.) 
O. stabilis (D. & S.) · 

O. incerta (Hufn.) 

O. gothica (L.) 

o. munda (D. ' &.:S. ·) 
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Mythimna conigera· . (D ,~ ;.& S.) " '. 

M. ferrago (Fabr.) 

M. impura (H'ubn.) · 

M. pallens (L.) 

M. comma (L.) 

J . • ' ' 

Cleoceris viminalis (Fabr.) 

Aporophyla lutulenta .(D. & S.) 

A. nigra (Haw.) " j . 

Xylocampa areola (Esp.) 

Dichonia aprilina (L.) '. 

Eupsilia transversa (Hufn.) 

Conistra vaccinii (L. J: 
Agrochola lota :(Clerck) 

A. macilenta (Hubn.) 

A. litura (L.) 

A. lychnidis (D. & Si) ' 

Atethmia centrag.o .. ( Haw.) 

Omphaloscelis lunos8; (Haw.-) 

Xanthia icteritia (Hufn.) 

Acronicta psi (L.) 

A. rumicis (L.·) . ; , 

Cryphia domestica(Hufn.) 

Amphipyra pyramidea (L.) 

A. berbera Rungs·-

A. tragopoginis (Clerck) . 

Dypterygia scabriuscula ('L.) . 

Rusina ferruginea (~s'P. ') '·' . 

Thalpopnila ma.t .Ul:'a . (Hufn~ ;), 

Euplexia lucipara (li.J . 

Phlogophora :meticulosa .(L,.,) 

Hedge Rustic . 

Feathered Gothic ' 

Small Quaker 

Powdered Quaker 

Common Quaker 

Clouded Drab ' 

Hebrew Character 

Twin-spot Quaker 

Brown-line l;3right-.eye 

The Clay 

Smoky Wainscot 

Common Wainscot ' . . ,. 

Shoulder-striped 'Wainscot 

Minor Shoulder~knot . 

Deep-brown Dart . 

Black Rustic ' 

Early Grey 

, , ,~... '. 

Merveille . dlll · Jour·. 

Sa telli·te. 

The Chestnut 

Red-line Quaker 

Yellow-line Quaker 

Brown-spot Pinion 

Beaded Ch~sthut 

Centre-barr.ad Sallow 

Lunar Under.wing 

Common Sallpw 

Grey Dagger 

Knotgrass. " ', 

Marbled Beauty 

Copper Underwing 

New Copper Underwing 

Mouse Moth 

Bird IS W'ing 

Brown Rustic 

Straw: UPd,erw~ng ' , , 

Small Angle Shades .'C 

Angle Shades . 

I'" 
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Cosmia affinis (L.) 

C. diffinis (L.) 

C. trapezina (L.) 

C. pyralina (D. & S.) 

Apamea monoglypha (Hufn.) 

A. lithoxylaea (D. & S.) 

A. remissa (Hubn.) 

A. sordens (Hufn.) 

A. scolopacina (Esp.) 

Oligia strigilis (L.) 

O. fasciuncula (Haw.) 

Mesoligia literosa (Haw.) 

Mesapamea secalis (L.) 

Photedes minima (Haw.) 

P. pygmina (Haw.) 

Luperina testacea (D. & S.) 

Amphipoea oculea (L.) 

Hydraecia micacea (Esp.) 

Gortyna flavago (D. & S.) 

Charanyca tdgmmmica (Hufn.) 

Hoplodrina alsines (Brahm) 

H. blanda (D. & S.) 

H. ambigua (D. & S.) 

Caradrina morpheus (Hufn.) 

C. clavipalpis (Scop.) 

Elaphria venustula (Hubn.) 

Lithacodia pygarga (Hufn.) 

Bena prasinana (L.) 

Ps€udoips fagana (Fabr.) 

Diachrysia chrysitis (L.) 

Autographa gamma (L.) 

A. pulchrina (Haw.) 

A. jota (L.) 

Abrostola triplasia (L.) 

Catocala nupta (L.) 

Laspeyria flexula (D. & S.) 

Hypena proboscidalis (L.) 

Schrankia costaestrigalis (Steph.) 

Lesser-spotted Pinion 

White-spotted Pinion 

Dun-bar 

Lunar-spotted Pinion 

Dark Arches 

Light Arches 

Dusky Brocade 

Rustic Shoulder-knot 

Slender Brindle 

Marbled Minor 

Middle-barred Minor 

Rosy Hinor 

Common Rustic 

Small Dotted Buff 

Small Wainscot 

Flcunced Rustic 

Ear Moth 

Rosy Rustic . 

Frosted Orange 

Treble Lines 

The Uncertain Moth 

The Rustic 

Vine's Rustic 

Mottled Rustic 

Pale Mottled Willow 

Rosy Marbled 

Marbled White Spot 

Scarce Green Silver Lines 

Green Silver Lines 

Burnished Brass 

Silver Y 

Beautiful Golden Y 

Plain Golden Y 

LilSht Spectacle 

Red Under-wing 

Beautiful Hook-tip 

Common Snout 

Pinion-streaked Snout 



Polypogon tarsipennalis (Treit.) 

P. nemoralis (Fabr.) 
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Fan-foot Snout 

Small Fan-foot Snout 

T,he ;:l ,bo;ve~ists " enum.erate 26.5 species. 

Additional sp,ec:i.e@ ,known., to .. oc1cur in the areas sampled 

Many of the species listed below are diurnal of habit (t,he,­
butterflies and certain of the moths) and therefore would not ., 
normally be taken a~ light, traps, and one or two are· night-flying 
moths which, though recorded in earlier years, 'fie re not represented 
in the 1975/76 survey:- ' .' 

SESIIDAE 

Synanthedon vespiformis, (L!') 

Canopia spheciformis .<,D. & p.) 
Aegeria culciformis (L.) 

.~. ;., ':. .. : 

HESPERIIDAE 

Thymelicus sylvestris (Poda,) 

Ochlodes venata (B. & G.) 

Erynnis tages (L.) 

Pyrgus malvae (L.) 

PIERIDAE 

Gonepteryx rhamnd! "fL;~.)n ' J 

Pieris brassicae (L.) 

P. rapae (L.) 

P. napi (L~) 
: .' .. -

Anthocharis cardamines (L.) 

LYCAENIDAE ~i ,'~ . . : :' ... 

" 

Quercusia quercus (L.) 

Strymonidia w-album (Knoch) 

Lycaena phlaeus (L.) 

Polyommatus icarus (Rott.) 

Celastrina argiolus (L.) 

NYMPldi:fDAE' " , : ~ 

Lad.Qga camii'ia.~:~.) : · ' 
Vanessa atalanta (L.) 

Cynthia cardui (L.) 

Aglais urticae (L.) 

. ) . 

Yellow-legged plearwing 

Whi te-b.arred ;Cleafwing 

Large ~ed',-bel tEld: Clearwing 

Small Ski~per 

Large Skipper 

Grizzled Skipper 

Dingy Skipper . 

Brimstone 

Large White 

Small White 

Green-veiried White 

Orange Tip 

Purple Hairstreak 

Wbite-letter Hairstreak 

Small Copper 

Common Blue 

Holly Blue 

White Admirai 

, Red . Adni:Lral 

Painted Lady 

Small Tortoiseshell 



Inachis io (L.) 

Polygonia c-album (L.) 

Boloria selene (D. & S.) 

Argynnis aglaja (L.) 

A. paphia (L.) 

SATYRIDAE 

Pararge aegeria (L.) 

Lasiommata megera (L.) 

Hipparchia semele (L.) 

Pyronia tithonus (L.) 

Maniola jurtina (L.) 

Coenonympha pamphilus (L.) 

Aphantopus hyperantus (L.) 

LASIOCAMPIDAE 

Macrothylacia rubi (L.) 

SATURNIIDAE 

Saturnia pavonia (L.) 

THYATIRIDAE 

Tethea or (D. & S.) 

SPHINGIDAE 

Hemaris fuciformis (L.) 

NOCTUIDAE 

Xestia castanea (Esp.) 

Parastichtis suspecta (H~bn.) 
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Peacock 

Comma 

Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary 

Dark Green Fritillary 

Silver-washed Fritiilary 

Speckled Wood 

Wall Brown 

Grayling 

Small Meadow Brown 

Meadow Brown 

Small Heath 

Ringlet 

Fox Moth 

Emperor Moth 

Poplar Lutestring 

Broad-bordered Bee ijawk 

Grey Rustic 

The Suspected 

The list of additional species totals 39. 

SUNMARY 

An interim list of 304 species of Lepidoptera recorded from 
Ufton Court and the surroundingt woodlands at Padworth, Berkshire 
has been prepared from the results of a survey undertaken in 
1975/76 (265 species) and the results of fieldwork in the same area 
during the previous twenty years (39 species). 
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Th.e Record~r t s Report for.; Entomolog . 192.5-76, 

by B. R. Baker 

;...t • . : ~ "i 

, , ~~. : :" • • '.'" ' " " • ., "~ "" ' ... ·M ,_, 

The splendid summer weather of ,1976 p:r:-.ougl;l:~ fortJ;:l~ w~de ' , \,L:l '.' 
variety of insects in great abundance, and as 'a ,result of 'this 
unusual upsurge in the insect population several of ou:r;- mem.bers 
have contributed detailed lists of their observation~ ' fron( which" ':~ ::; 
th~ :a~co't"der .. has- : of :n.ec.essity . had to be ,selective .. " Sun-lov:Lng,~ i : , 

inse~ts . s .uch as dragon-flies ' andbutterflies; figure , predominahtly, ~ , 
in the lists submitted, but certain Qr.thoptera. sueh:; as Acheta );' 
domestica (L.) the House Cricket, little recorded until this year, 
have made their presence known out-of-doors - all indicat,iye 9f ,: :~, 
the high temperatures which prevailed for so long. The na~.s , Qf" " 
our contributors are given at the end of the Report ';..' to' all 0':£ ' 'them 
the Recorder is indebted, especially so as he was able to , . cq~~:r:-~bute 
little to that which follows. ., .. .. , ...... ,. ~ , 

" ; " , t, " 

Order Orthoptera (Crickets, Grasshoppers, Ground-hoppers, etc.). 

Acheta domestica (L.) House Cricket 
', ! ~ " , . , .' .. 

Reading 22nd June, A.E.R.E., Harwell (CB). Thatcham, abundant on a 
rubbish tip, 24t-h. July. 98, Conisborough Avenue, Cave~sham, ' . ' ~ :, 
20th August (SE). Sonning Common, unusually common': C?tit':'of-doCir~ " . 
(HHC) • 82, Kennylands Road, Sonning Common (EMC Sc 'M.1C) ~ : ',. .1 .. , 

Tetrix subulata (L.) Slender Ground-hopper'" :.;: , "" ... 
" " ~ ' '' '~' -''' -f ',"r ', ' f "" ,: -t· · · , ' , ' _, . . ' ~ ~ . _-,: -,' ,'1 " · ... ~ 1· : ,' 

Several "observed in a ' backBtream of the Loddon near' Sindlet;lha~··Mill, 
20t,h May. Some of the specimens were at the water t sedge ; ' others ' .. 
completely submerged and walking along t he shallow stream bed, , 

Order ~Odonata (Dr~go~-fl'es) 

Pyrrho~~ma nymphUl~ ;: ' ('s~{zer) .: '/ , ;" ;, .'. 

Wasing Wood (GSV). Whiteknights Park, 16th June . (CB) '- ' . . 
) , :-- ' ~ " J..f;: .... ;: , '~~: "Lr 

Ischnura elegans (van der Linden) 

Wasing Wood, Kennet at A1dermaston (GSV). Kennet 
3rd July. Whiteknights Park, 2nd.' lugust(CB). 

Enallagma cyathigerum (Charp.) 

Thames at Sonning • Wasing Wood (GSV). 
• " .l...: .. ' . 4 .. 

Coenagrion puel1a ' (L~ } 

Wasing~ood (GSV). 

Lestes sponsa (Hansemann) 

Wasing Wood (GSV). 

" " .. '/ 

( , Agrion splendens (Harris). -

Rams bury Driire, "Earley ~ '28th' tJune '( BTP) ~ .. : Tli~mes .' at : Sonnilig:~ .. ,, " -: ':-, 
Wasing .)~spPCl~ :ram~ez: Foro6t , (~§V). , Thames at SJ;l;!,.pJ,.~ke " ~ 25th, ~ll~~ ,· ·, 
Kennetat Burghfield, 3rd July. Kennet at R~a:a'ing'~ ' -lst ~)tuguS't' '('CB)'. . 
Moor Copse Nature Reserve, 17th July (KIT). 
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Agrion virgo (L.) 

P.9.mber Forest. Occurring'with A-~ splendens ' along the Silchester 
Brook (GSV). 

Aeshna cyanea (Muller) 

Shinfield 'Grange, l6-th ' October (CB). 

A. grand'is (L.) 

Wasing Wood. Thames at Sonning (GSV). Ramsbury Drive" Earley, 9'ih 
anq 12th. July (BTP). Whiteknights Park, 1st September (CB). Moor 
Copse Nature Reserve, 17th July (KIT). 

A. juncea (L.) 

WasingWood (GSV). , , 

, ... 

A. 'mixta ' Latreille 

Wasing Wood. Pamber Forest. Kennet at Aldermaston (GSV). 

Anax imperator LeaQh 

Wasing Wood (GSV). 

Cordulia linaenea Fraser 

Pamber Forest (GSV). 

Orthetrum cancellatum (L~ ) 

Wasing ,Wood. Thames at Sonning (GSV). Kennet at Burghfield, 3rd 
Juiy (CB). 

Libellula depressa (L.) 

Wasing Wood (GSV). Moor Copse Nature Reserve, 5th June , Kennet at 
Burghfield, 3rd July. Shinfield Grange, 30th June. Whiteknights 
Park, 2nd August (CB). 

L. quadrimaculata L. 

Wasing Wood (GSV). 

Sympetrum scoticum (Leach ,in Donovan) 

Wasing Wood (GSV). 

S. striolatum (Charp.) 

Wasing Wood. Pamber Forest. Benyon's Enclosure (GSV). Whiteknights 
Park, 15th July. Shinfield Grange, 16th October (CB). 

N.B. The locality Wasing Wood also includes the adjacent gravel 
pits. 

Order Hemiptera (Plant Bugs, etc.) 

Nabis flavomarginatus Scholtz; male, Crowsley Forest, 7/7/76;HHC. 

Physatocheilus dumetbrum (Herrich~Schaef:ter); female, Sonning 
, Common, 8/2/76; HHC. ' ' 
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Pithanus maerkeltHerrich;' Sch~erfef; ' ~ale, ; Chail£h6u~~:'Gre~k; ' .. ,!.( .. , 
22/6176; '. RHC. . ' . ' '. . 

O~~hotlius ; oChr'ot~ichusFi~ ~er; ' male ~ Crowsl~y' Foreliit; "29/6/76;' HHC . ~. 
Phytoc oris dimidia tus ' K±rsch baum';tnale,. , Crowsley Forest J .. ' 7/7/76; HHC. 

Allygus mixtus (Fabricius); male, Crowsley ' Forest, : 7t:'711~; · HHC. 

Agallia consobrinaGurtis ;femal~, Ci-'owsley Forest~ 9/9/76; HHC. 

Malacocoris ' ~ chioriza~s t Pan~~~ );-"f~male, Cr'ow~1ey Forest ~ 9/9/76; HHC. 

stenocranus minutus (Fabricius); fe~~le, Crowsley :f9rest, 
21/9/76; HHC. ' ,. 

IdiQce;u~ - deeim~S9.:u.~rtus . ~ (~ch~an~5 ; ·male, . !1.i3-Et.or . :ra:f.h1, . 9/7/76; HHC. ' 
. . . . . . 

Thamn'6tett'ix' confi'nfe (Zetteit-stedt); female, Crowsley , F-orest, 
13/71'16; HHC. ' . ". " ., . . ..' 

~ ' : . ~: i . ' '\.. ~,' . r '.: .,- :, •. ! , - ' r' 

Megalooeraea recticornis (Ge'o'ftroy); male, Crow~'leyF'orest, 
. 7/7/76; HHC. . . . ,~: 

Order Neurbph~ra {Lac·e-wing.e~ ..... 
" . '1 j :' .~ \ . ; :' ~ , . ~ . .'" ~; ! , _ ' w' -', • • • : ,.: _. , \ ... • : • " 

Sisyra:i 'termirialis . Curtis'} : male'\" Beadingl 1977/72 ;EB. ·/. . " 

Mioro·~~s i: :v.~~leg~tus (.:f"a~rf~i,;~)t :fema+e·!, .R~aaing, ·1?/8/72;,.' EB. ' .. 

Hemerobius lutesc:eiaf<Fabricius; '. female, ' Reading,3/9/72 ~ EB. 

Kimminsia subnebulosa (Sta:phens); femal'e" :Read,ing, . 231.?/7l:; E~. 

Wesma'e-liils cOl'.l.cinnus · (:Steph'ens); Wokef"iield, Common, . 9/7/68; ·EB ,.: 
;"'".1 - .1 ", 

• <" : , .,. ',1 1 

Or~e~ ' ~:oleoEtera ( B.e:et.·iea\ :· :,. '.: 

~' ~~tnpyriS noctiluca k ... . Glo~-~'lOrn{ i· , , . ,'. :.: .. : ~ .... . .. . 

Numerous this stii'lltner / :lIt' arid' near: drow-Sleyl Fdre·s~~,:·!)?,?n:.g '.:rUll,e.", .~ ,; .'. 
8th July, and 28th July. Sonning C·p~Pll, 2Qtn., 21s·t and ?9,thJuly. 
Peppard Hospital Se!tlage Works, 22nd' JulY (HHe).' . . ' 

,} . . ' : ',' . ' I • _ . '. : r ! .:_ , . " '. r ... -

Dorcus ' pa~a:l1elipipedus'::(L:;.) '. : S~;L~.:$.:tl!~ . 13e~::tle " '; ': .. ,.'. ... , 

N~teq . eJlle~g~ni :in ··quantfty .from, a 's,~~j> ' in'· the ga'r :den ~ of ' 70, ' South ' 
Street'" Rea.'d'1n-g, 28th' May" and" about · -ih"i1"ti·; spec~iniens on ,6th June 
(MVF & IF). ' 

Order ·Le pi:d opt a.ra (BJl,t.te~.:f~ie'S and .Mpths) . 
, ' 

j , ,. , 

Hes'periaco~ (L.) . Silver-spott.ed> 'S~~~'er 

Watlirigt'c{rij iill ,! 24th August (,B'fph \ 
hrgl1~' lIlal~a'e" {L~)' ,' I?i'ngY ' ~'kipp~~ . » . ' .,'" 

Gat~:hani~t'c5n ' !area,15th ·August .,·;' ~TAe · hdt· weather : induce,d ·th:iB . species 
to produce some second-brood specimens :' ~ .' ,.. ' .. f , ·· ., 

Q,uercusia quercus (L.) Purple Hair-streak ' :.~ , . , , :, . _ 
. ': ,: '~ ' ," ,f~;t. , ')':~- : ' . ,~_ " 1 ( - . _ t , " I 

Earley, . 'a, male ' (in buddle±a ' in ·gard·en,· 17th · Jul.y (,BTP). ,' Farley Hill, 
numerous (BTP). Warburg Reserve, Bix Bottom, numerous during July, 
six specimens 'at a time on the concrete path at the back of the 
Reserve Office (NP). Pamber Forest, common, often coming down very 
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low and one at stream level by' the $ilchester Brook (GSV). 

Strymoniqia w-album (Knoch) White-letter Hairstreak 

Two specimens in garden of 82, Kennylands Road, Sonning 'Common, ' 
11th July (HHC). Warburg Reserve, common, one specimen on the back 
doors tep (NP). Mapledurham, 3rd July. < Whitchurch Hil]., 17th July , 
(KIT). Upper Basildon, in Miss Stone's garden. 

Lye~:pA~;., coridon (Poda) Chalkhill Blue 

WatlLl,'St on Hill , 27th July (BTP). Warburg Reserve, at two sites 
(New 1'€cord) (NP). Goring area, 30th June (ACP). Aldworth, 
7th Augllat (CB). ' , 

h-J?eJ:.l a r p.;us (Rott.) Adonis Blue 

Th:";? , beaut lfu). butterfly has been reported by seTeral observers and 
undoubtedly m'ade a come-back in 1976 at sites at which it had', not 
been seenior very many years. It is s·till by far our rarest blue 
and ~h ose of our members who have been fortunate enough to come 
acr oss colonies in 1976 will equally understand the requirement for 
witholding ' localities. ' ' 

Cef-a~tr.ina argiolus (L.) Holly Blue 

Wa rburg Reserve, common (NP). Kidn ore End, 2nd July (KIT). , 
Sonning, 8th May (CB). Earley, a fresh male in garden ih Ramsbury 
Drive, 5th July (BTP). Caversham, ga~den in Matlock Road, 29th , 
April, 8th and 28th May, 31st July eggs and larvae on ivy, "l9'th -,' .. ,< 

August l a rvae on ivy. Moor Copse Nature Reserve, on s,everal oc.-' . 
a sions during the' summer (new reserve J;'ecord) (EMT). 

Ladoga camilla' (L.) White Admiral ' 

Warburg Reserve oh, severfi~ occasions (NP). In Pamber Forest agd 
other north Hampshire woodlands this species had a splendid season 
and has been noted by most contributors. It wa s in peak numbers by 
early July and its season ended earlier tha n usua l due .to ,the h~at. 
Bearwood, 27th June, nearly over there by 8th July (BTP). PS re.ords 
the rare black variety nigrina, and further spe-cimens of this variety 
and of semi-nigrina were reporte~ from Pamber Forest. 

Apatura iris (L.) Purple Emperor 

Warburg Reserve, 30th June, a male photographed in the Warden'S 
garden and six sightings of speci'mens near' the House du,ring the 
following week (NP). Pamber Forest, females out by .6th. July and an 
egg discovered on 15th July (BTP),. Specimens also obser'ved 3r ,d, 
4th and 18th July. 

Vanessa atalanta (L.) Red Admiral 

Adults, eggs and larvae in numerous places, Searwood, Ramsbury 
Drive, Earley (BTP). Woolhampton, 5th November (BTP). Pinkneys 
Green, Maidenhead 8th November (TJGH). Goring area, latest re~ord 
10th October (ACP). Many examples during the a utumn at Litt,le 
London, one female in mercury-vapour light-trap 8th October (GSV). 
Purley, 16th August, 19th September. ' Hardwick, 21st September. 
Kidmore End, , 12th October (KIT).. Shinfield Grange, 16th October, 
Whiteknights Park, 17th October (CB). 

Cynthia cardui (L.) Painted Lady 

Aldworth, 7th August (CB). Purley, 11th, 15th a nd 25th August (KIT). 
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Little London, during the autumn (GSV). ' Earley, 28th July (BTP). 

Nymphalis antiopa (L.) Camberwell Beauty 
,. 

Mrs. Stemp phoned the Rec order on ' the afternoon of 22nd August to 
report a specimen of this very ~are immigr~nt ,in her garden at 
36, Allcroft Road, Reading. ' By the time the garden was visited the 
specime~ hadm,?ved on, but we l~ter heard that a large immigr~t.iC?n . 
must have taken place about this time, for in excess of two hundred " 
records have, been reported to scientific journals. , . .By far 'th'e most.' 
records come from the eastern counties, indicating th,at the butter- . 
flies ~riginated from Scandinaiia. ' 

Inachis io (IJ Peacock 

In abundance during late summer,this beautiful species was still on 
the wing in the Warren at Cavers~am on the late date of 5th November. 

Boloria euph;osyne (L.) Pearl-bordered Fritillary 

Warburg Reserve, two specimens observed ~n the valley bottqm(NP). 

Argynnis agl~ja (L.;) Dark Green Fritillary: 

Aldworth Downs, 13th June (very earty date) (CB)~ 
6th June (exceptionally early) (ACP). Watlington 
mostly worn specimens (BTP). 

GatE1hampton, 
Hill, 27th July, 

Agrius convolvuli (L.) Convolvulus ,Hawk-moth 

Pinkneys' Gr-een, Maidenhead, 29th' September (TJGH),. 

Hacrogl'ossum stellatarum (L.) Humming-bird Hawk-moth 
--

Ashf ordHill, 2nd July. Matlock Road, Caversham, 2l~t, 25th 
Septemoe'r (HGB). 

Callimorpha dominula (L.) Scarlet Tiger Moth 

Observed in unusual abundance in its regular haunts along the banks 
of the Kennet and Avon Canal between Aldermaston and Brimpton (AP); 
(GSV). Also ,noted wider afield, this dispersal undoubtedly due '0 
the high temperatures prevailing at that time. Little London at 
mercury vapour-light (GSV). Aldermaston at mercury vapour ligh\ 
(G.E-F}. ' Upper ' Basild'on, ~oted by Miss Stc.ne. 

N .B.The above, species is normally a' day-flying insect· and the 
above rec rds of' its attendance at mercury-vapour' light-traps 
are unusual. 

Order Hymenoptera (Saw-flies, Bees & Wasps) 

Dderus sanguinicollis Klug; male, Crowsley Forest, 18/5/76; HHC. 

D. picipes Klug; male, Crowsley Forest, 18/5/76; HHC. - . 
Tenthredo acerrima Benson; female ~, Crowsley Forest, 27/7/76; HHC. 

Tenthredopsis excisa (C. G. Thomson); male, Crowsley Forest, 
:1.8/5/76; HHC. 

Pachynematus scutellatus (Hartig); male, Crowsley Forest, 10/5/76; 
HHC. 

Anoplonyx destructor Benson; female, Goring Heath, 30/4/1966; EB . 
(previously recorded in error as Pachynematus imperfectus (Zadda~h». 

Passaloecus ins ignis Linden; female, Crowsley Forest, 15/6/76; RHC. 
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P. corniger Shuckardj fe~ale, C~owsley Forest, 7/6/76; HHC. 

Ablepharipus podagricus (Linden); male, CrowsleyForest, 17/8/76j HHC 

Symmorphus gracilis Boull~; female, Crowsley, 7i7/76; HH<L 
. . ~' , 

(The record of S. bifasciat~s (L.) fJ;'om ,Goring Heath in "1970 is 
erroneous.) 

Andrena dorsata (Kirby);malesjCrqwsley F~rest, 26/4/76j ' HHC. 

Hoplis~enus bidentatus (Gmel.) male, Crowsley Forest, .21/9/76; HHC. 

Ctenichrieumon ' panzeri (Wesmael) j male, Crowsley Forest~, 10/8/76; 
HHC. 

Spilichneumon raptorius (Linnaeus) ; male , Crowsley Forest, .. ·· 
10/8/76; HHC. 

Neurotsrus tricolor (Hartig); a gamic' female, Sonning Common, 
11/4/76; HHC. 

N. numismalis (Ge offroy); male, ,Crowsley Forest, 25/5/76; HHC '~ 

Biorrhiza pallida (Olivier); ' males, Sonning Common, bred, .from a 
batch of galls, 1976; also females, ,bred from a separate batch 

. 6f galls; HHC. ' ' 

Andricus fecundator (Hartig); galls of agamic generation on' Q'. 'robur 
growing with Q. cerris, which was apparently unaff~cted, 
Crowsley Forest, 9/9/76; HHC. This is a comparatiYely' new 
species in Britain. The galls a~e conspicuous and unmistake­
able, causing hypertrophy of the cupule with reduction of the 
ac orn, but an attempt t o breed them out was ' ~nsuccessful. 

Cinetus iridiperinis Lep.; female, Crowsley Forest, 25/5/76;HHC. 

'ontributors 

Mrs. Heather Baker (HGB); D'r ,. Chris'topher ,Bucke, .(CB'); 
H. H. , Carter (HHC); ,Mary Carter (EMC); Master Stuart-. Eggleton (SE); 
M. V. Fletcher ' ( ivrVF) j Mrs. Iris Fletcher (IF) j Lt. Col. G. ' G'. 
Eastwick Field (GEF)j T. J. G. Homer (TJGH)'j N. Phillips (NP)j 
A. C. Pont (ACP); A. Price (AP) j B; T. Parsons (BTP); Mrs. Oli:ve 
Stemp (OS); P. Silver (ES)j \. Mr~. Mary. Trembath (EMT,)j K. 1. , 
Thomas (KIT); G. s. Vick (GSV). ' 
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The Recorder'S Report for Vertebrates, 1975-76 

byRe H. Carter 

Carp' 'O:rprinusearpio L. ' 

One estirM.ted 'a't,500 gm'. in a pond at Yattendon, reported 
5/4/76 by Stephen Woodbridge. 

ROS:'b'h , Rutil,us rl.ftilti-s , (t~) " " , 

Two ' i~ ,Holy Broo'k ' ,near , BurghfieldBridge, 16/5/76 
(R. Aubrey). One.\ it.n,HolyB~Ook /:!.t its junct~on with the 
Kennet. One in Thames' at Caversham C.ourt. 

Crucian Carp Carassius carassius (L.), GoldfishCa:;ase1us -­
aUratuB <L.J\, 'Barbel. ·Ba:rbuB barbus '(L.) ,-' Chub -L(mciscus 
cephalus ' Day -a:n.a : Gol:-denl.'~rfe' neuciscuB idus (L.) can all 
be seen '.in the' p061 'surr'ounding: the Forbury fbuntain. 

~ , " .,' - .. 

I / :;" ", .'-' 

AMPHIBIANS. 

Frog Rana temporaria L. 

Large quantities of spawn were laid ina garden pond at 
41 Russell St. ' (.Mr,. Wells). As there: was ; more than the 
pond c,ould , supp~rt, about fifte 'e'h ' 'litr'es ' were ' removed by 
bucke 't lo'i'wyfbrd gravel pi -Cs a.ndan adj oi~ing ' stream; 
level's werl3then' very.- low and destin'ed to ' fal;t. further, so 

': the 'riiove " was "'probabiy to no avail. ' 

Toad Bufo bufo (L.) 

Heard at Twyford gr?-vel pits, 10/4/76; Two or' th'ree dead 
on ro:ad at Binf~eld" Hea~h~;r~ed;i.Ilg site, 26/4/76. 

L . 

Common Newt Tr'iturus "vulga±-is(L.) 
'. I ' " 

Pres'e~t ' i~ Bu;~hii.eld gravel pits (Patrick Spencer). 

REPTILES. 

Slo~,-worm, ) An5uis fr?-silis L. 

, OJle :~t : OrowsieYF'p~est " , ~~jure-d: , · ,10/51.76. One . photographed 
at ,Sile.he,ster Common Bog ,oR ,R,.D.N .. H.S '. e~cursion, 17/6/76. 

Grass Snake Natr1x n~t~ix (L.), '. .. ~" 

One at Wargrave, 1.2 metres long, 8/7/76 (Mr.Prisnall). 
One at W. W. Hall's depot, Elgar ' Road:". 1318/76. ', One by '; 
River Kennet at Sauthcote, 5,50 mm. long (Patrick Spencer). 

. .~ . 

Adder Vipe'Fa beI1lls 1{L.) 

Onekiii~dat\ Rosedale Cresc~nt (SU743: 738), 300 mm. 
, ' long, ) .. 0/7/76. Four males and threefemalas at Bramshill, 

19/4/76 ; two ' of the males were "dan:ding" ,a', form of 
territorial combat (K.V.P.) 
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INSECTIVORES 

Mole Talpa europaea L. 

Molehills at Binfield, 6/1/76, Bl.ghmoor, 10/1/76, Elcot 
near Hungerford, 16/1/76, by Thames below Henley, 30/4/76, 
and above Goring, 1/5/76. Dead mole at Crowsley Forest, 
8/6/76. A mole above ground at Burghfield gravel pits, 
21/8/76, had great difficulty in digging into the sun­
dried soil when approached (K.V.P.). 

Common Shrew Sorex araneus L. 

One at Kent Hill, 16/1/76; at Chalkhouse Green, 14/4/76, 
22/7/76 (two) and 30/7/76; at Bishopsland- Farm16/4/76 
(two) and 24/6/76; atCrowsley Grange, 24/4/76; at Goring, 
1/5/76; and at' Peppard, 20/5/76. 

Hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus L. 

BATS~ 

, 
Eighteen, dead on roads in the S0l'l:riing Corr,mon area, and 
one each at Readilfg, EarTey, Caversham and Newbury, 
October to December 1975 ,and ~pril t o August 1976. Live 
hedgehogs in the Sonning Common area, seven adults and 
three juveniles, July to August (E. M. Carter, Claire 
Naylor and Recorder). 

Pipistrelle Pipistrellus pipistrellus (Schr.) 

One at Spencers Wood, 15/11/75 (Mrs. Whitfield). Many 
sightings of small bats confoiming to the appearance and 
flight habits of this species in th'e Sonning Common area 
during the year. 

Serotine Eptesicus serotinus (Schr.) 

RABBITS. 

A bat seen at Sulham Woods, 1,9/8/76" of medium to large 
size, with erratic flight at medium height and a clicking 
flight call, was considered by the observers to be of 
this species and seems to fi~ this bette~ than any other. 

Hare Lepus capensis Pall. 

Seven in one field at Lowbury, 20/5/76;- many in Southridge 
area during Spring (K.V.P.). Twenty (maximum three 
together) in the - Soiming Common area January-May, July, 
September (M. J. Carter and Recorder). One dead on A4 at 
Ufton Nervet, 16/1/76. 

Rabbit Oryctola gus cuniculus (L~) , 

S~en taking windfall apples a~ ' Btiscot Copse, Bradfield, 
in Summer during shortage of more normal food (K. V. P.) 
Many warrens on Felix Farm, Binfield (SU 848 739) and 
three rabbits seen n~arby (852 744), 4/1/76. Four hundred 
and' thirty-five sightings (maximum nineteen in August) in 
the Sonning Common area from Fepruary tO, October, juveniles 
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from March to August; three :ases of. myx·omat.~s?-:s;, •. 
-, . ~ 

. ! . 

RODENTS: . , , 

Brown Rat Rattus norvegicus Berk.~'· , .':' _ . ~_,_ .~ . ' N_ 

" -,' . 

ori~ dead ori' PeppardRoaa, Chalkhouse Green; n8/l0/75; 
one dead on road in Reading 2/3/76. One, at Manor Farm, 
1/9/76., 

House Mouse Mus musculus L. 

One dead at roadside near 'Coppid Hall, Binf~eld ,Heath, 
6/8/76. 

! : 
. .' 

Ha~~esi,J1ou~e ;: Mi.cromi's ,minutu8 ··Pa.-il. - ., 

, { ~' .. 

. '. Ne.at' ·:in 'CoCk~f~o~ ;'" :oac1;,11:13 ' E;ilomerata L'~, by ,!,;tlal!les near 
G C • • : Wargra've,t. SU .7a4 804, 4 1/76; . nest . at edg~ of ' ce'real field 

',' '. on; Wood'rs, ,Farm, ' \:lolt1nghani" . SU·, 822(:i,78'~30/11/75; , nest in 
. he'dg,e . ,by foot;patp 8.lIio_~g '·9 ·0u~h Agra'pYron ' repens (L.), at 

.' '\; Easthamp.stead Park" ,SU 839 67?, and r40use :caug~t' 9/12/75. 
" -~. 

Water Vole ' Ar~icpla .a~p-hiQ':tu:s, ·(L:.)' : . 

. ; .. . 'rh~)ie~~ " be~o~: H~riley, 30/4116' 'and ab'ove ' Goring, 1/5/76 • 
... ' ~. " '. .."" • I. ::' , • j , • 

• -t ~ . , . '. 'I • 

Sh0rt-tciiled' V qIe : M±crot."~' B:grestis;· • (L<.'.) '. . , " : . 

. '. . One' ,·d·:tst\irbe,d,~,'~;~~m "'i.t~: ·'~~:st · 'urider ari :Cld ' dpor ','at Sonning 
" , 'C . ',',:+ 'Cotlmon in an·. lj;)ver,g~,olo!n orch.ard,' il/9/76 ' (M; .:J· ~' ·Carter). 

Bank Vole Clethrionomys glareo1us Schr. 

One dead on road near Toad site, Binfield Heath, 6/8/79~ . 

Grey Squirrel Sciurus carolinensis Gm • 

' ,,-, 
( ~ ':. . . .... ,Overtwehty dreys in ,J iismall block ·of ,: woodland ; on Fe1ix 

c' ', farm, .Binfi~id,Su845 · 742, 4/1/7f,. · S'(9venteen ~ightings, 
. - and a·ix' de&d. o'n 'i-oads, in Bonning ' Comm6n - ar~a, ~n every 

month except : February and August (Deda Stanejkoand 
, Recorder) • 

CARNIVb~:& . . 

Bc."ldger:~ ~Mei~s , meie,Ei ,CL,. ) 
. -', .. :Sett '.'in ~se;~i,t,h 'f-1f't:e:en holes, ,n'Qrth of Warg~ave 

. (SU :784 1.806)" ;4/1/,76., . S,e,tt w..iththree ho1es-~ ' rib eviden.e 
" o"f ' u'se, :ABhley' Hill ,(SU 831 ,.804)', . 2/11/75., Sett in use, 
With;:imariy : ho·l,es,; GQ.t-~lla-rnptonLcine, 9/11/76 (A: C. Pont). 
S'igns at Crowsley 'F'Ozoest, . 4/,l.j.17B~: . 

Stoat Mustela erminea L. 

T'W0 ' on bank of :Rivex: Pang 'l?,t Bradf:i.el,d', chasing each other, 
one swimming, one approach.;ng -obse~v~r wi~hin'l twe1ve 
metres, 21/2/76; one at AlIen's Hill" Bradfield, in hedge 
2/4/76 (K. V. P.). 
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Weasel Mustela nivalis L. 

One crossing road at Bradfield Southend, 22/8/76 (K.V.P.' 
One dead on st. George's Road, Caversham, May, 1976. 

Polecat Ferret Putorius eversmanni Les. 

One killed on A321 at SU ,804 718, 11/7/76 (P. D'aeth). 

Mink Mustela vison Schr. 

Albinistic example by Kennet and ~von Canal, Theale, 
20/10/75 (K.V.P.) 

Fox Vulpes vulpes (L.) 

DEER. 

One near Smallmeads Tip, Manor Farm, mobbed by Rooks 
Corvus frug:1.1egus L., 23/1/76; a second individual a'\ '\he 
same place, 31/1/76; two there-, 6/8/76;' one at roadside ' 
near Sulham Wo ods, '3/2/76; , detailed notes received of a 
pair with six cubs watched from a stationary c'ar at Gr"a'\ 

,Bear Woo~s" ,Bradfield, from 14/5/76 to 22/5/76; one seen 
. raiding ba,htam peirs of Mr. -Bags in same area, 25/5/76; 
adult with well-grown cubs at Fisher's Copse, Bradfield, 
4/8/76 (a very late date) (K.V.P.) One on Shinfield Road 
by University, 27/11/75; Binfield (SU 852 739),, 19/12/75; 
one a tPadworth, 18/1/76; one on M4 near White Waltham, 
dead, 4/3/76 (Malcolm Hitchcock). Heard calling at night 
on fourteen occas ions in the Sonning Common area in 
November 1975 and January-J'tily 1'976; -no definite peak 6f ' 
a ctivity. (r have never heard barking in this area, only 
th~ c ~ll a ttribute d to the vixen but also used at times by 
dog f ox es. 

Fallow Deer Cervus dama L. 

All records are from Crowsley Forest a nd its neighbour­
h ood, ' where bucks were heard "groaning" in October 1975, 
and thirteen sighting~ of does were made, in groups of 
1-5 a nimals from Decen;tber to May, .1976. 

Muntj a c Muntiacus reevesi Og. 

Sixteen sightings (Maximum two) from the Bradfield/Upper 
Basi1don area in March, May (peak) and August 1976. 
(K.V.P.). Tracks found at Harts1ock, 23/7/76 (B.T.P.). 
One at Burghfield Common, 21/7/76. Barking ,at Crowsley 
For est on 6/3/76 (three minutes), 10/5/76 in mid-morning, 
a nd 27/5/76' (forty-eight conse'cutive calls); tracks and' 
droppings in quantity, 'there, 4/4/76; nine. ty-seven 
c 6ns ecutive calls , from Crosscroft Wood in the same 'area, 
4/6/76. One at Crows'ley, 6/7/76. 

Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus (L.) 

One seen at Pamber, and , tracks at Bearwood during the 
summer drought (B.T.P.). 
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by B. M. Newman 

.. • - ~ , ,I ~~ j, .- .' • 

',The memorable featUre of 1976 was the hot dry\$urnirier : wQ.ic~:i',, __ :: : 
baked the countrysid~ , a gplden brown. As a result ,of ~he drought. , 

'i' , . n-", • . .',' , ' " 

many . plants were stunted ,and their flowering. periods we:re :.shorter ",\' .... ~ ", . r ' ' I 1 

than usual. On the other hand, the weather ' was good for plant c " 

observers, and the nutnbEirof l'ecords receiv:ed isbJ.gll~: than 'last 
year~ \ '" " , , 

" , The nomencla'ture ': tirtd~ ord~r are a6~ording" t,o , the ' UFlora '" ofthe 
B'i-1t:1.sh Isles" by Clapham, Tutin and Warburg. An"alien taxon is ~'.' 
'indicated by an asterisk : C'.h " The English ~ames, are f~om "~nglish 
Name$ of Wild Flowers", the recommended list 'of theB,btanical ' ;',"::';: ;: 
Society of the British , Isles, .but if a different name, is commonly 
u,se~ in this " a:rea. it i~ tidded ' to the rec ord. ' ,_ , ... -. ' ,' h . , " . .. . , 

," ." 

Records are gra.tef.u.ily I:';l.Qknowledged ' from;", D.,re; ,Y ~ Andrews , (JA); 
Miss L. E. Cobb (LEC); ·l ~.' , S .. R, " Dis~ren~ '(SlID); ' Mr:. ,J. F'. Ne¥man 
('RN); Mr.J. 'P '. Warriek ,(J,tWh -::h ;, 

" , 
, ' ,' ~ "j '~ '" 

ti~t ' of Members' Record~ 
C,g.ltha ;pal,-\1s~rr$: ; t.·~ ',r.: " ' 
Bu~kle bury C'oinfu'on. 11/6/76. 

Marsii,Lm.#rig old 
.. : 

!!elieborus fo·~'fa\is : L. Stink:i:n,g:. H:~lleboie I.' 
Beside A4l55 opposite entrance ' to Wargra:ve Marsh. 13/3/76 
Helleborus viridis L. 
Grim's ditch near Nuffield. 28/3/76 
Mongewell Woo_ds'.: 10/5/76 , 

Ranunculus flammula L. 
Bucklebury Common. 11/6/76 

,·Papawer somniferum' L ~ 
Asnridge Wood, East Ilsley. 6/6/76 

Green Hellepore 

Lesser Spearwort 

Op,iiun ;PoPI?Y 

M~conopsis cambrica.(L.)Vig~ 
weli naturalised along B480 at 
lIighmoor Woods,. 4/6/76 

Welsh 'Poppy 
Pishill. 27/5/76 

, ' . \ , ' 

Chelidonium ma.1us L. , 
Ha~tfllock. 29/7/76 " 
, " 
Raphanus raphanistrum ~. 

, I C~l;ema.ns ,~o or. :1'4/8/76 ' ' 

... " , ( . 

, • • _ ' l ' 

·Carda:ria draba _(L.) Desv. 
,Roadside, Bro'dkers 'Hill, 'Shi'nfield. 

.'" t 

Near Farley Hill. 

Dentaria bulbifera L. ' J -

' Horton Wood. 2/5/76 

,, " ,\, ' 

Greater Celandine 

Wild Radish 

Hoary Cress 

Coralroot " 

.Rorippa sylvestris (L. ) 'Besser 
By Whiteknights Lake ~ 20/6/76 
Colemans Moor. , 14/8/76 , " 

Creeping : Yellow~cress 

" , 
. ) : , ' 

," 

(JIW) 

-
(SRD) 

' . H " 

, (SRD) 
(,JJW) 

(JIW) 

(SRD) 

(SRD) 
(JIW,) 

,--(.rIW) 

(JA ) 

(sRn) 

(JPW) 



tl 

Reseda luteola L. 
Chazey Wood. 14/6/76 
Colemans Moor. 14/8/76 
Yiola palustris L. 
Silchester. 17/8/76 
Viola, arven,sis Murr. ' 
Off Cutbush Lane. 10/1/76 
Polygala serpyllifolia HoSe ' 
Silchester. 17/8/76 
PQlygala calcarea F. W. Schu]z. 
Swyncombe Down. 9/5/76 
Hypericum androsaemum L. 
Lambridge Wood. 18/7/76 
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- (Dy~r~~ ' Rocket) Weld 

Marsh Violet 

Fie+d Pansy 

Heath Milkwort 

Chalk Milkwort 

Tutsan 

~simachia vulgaris L. Yellow Loosestrife ' 
By the river, Hartslock. 29/7/76 
Lychnis flos-cuculi L~ Ragged~Robin 
Left bank ' of new r.oad hefore " 'Sheffield BottGm. 
North side of Bath Road opposite Sterling Cable's; 11/6/760 
Cerastium arvense L. 
Swyncombe Down. 9/5/76 

Field Mouse-ear 

Little Mouse-ear 

(JPW) 

(JPW) 

( JIw) 

(JPW) 

(SRD) 

( SRD.) 

(JPW) 

. (JPW) 

(SRD) 

Cerastium semidecandrum L. 
Bear Wood. 9/6/76. (HJMB) Sle'nt in " by (LEC} 

Stellaria ne glecta Weihe Greater Chickweed 
By the brook, S-hinfield Grange. 1/8/76 
*Linum usitatissimum L. , 
Aldermaston. 18/9/76 
Geranium pratense L. 
Sonning.Eye. 20/7/76 
Aldermaston. 18/9/76 
*Impatiens capensis Meerburgh 
Colemans Moor. 14/8/76 
*Impatiens parviflora DC. 
Whiteknights Woods. 9/6/7-6 , 
By Whiteknights Lake. 27/6/76 
A few plants appeared after road 

*Im~atiens glandulifera Royle 
Colemans' Moor. 14/8/76 
Trifolium micranthum Vivo 

Flax 

Meadow Cranesbill 

Orange Balsam 

Small Balsam 

widening in Pepper Lane. 

Indian Balsam 
(Himalayan Balsam) 

Slender Trefoil 

(JPW) 

(LEO) 

(JPW) 
(LEC) 

(JPW) 

(JPW) 
(SRD) 
(JA ) 

Bear Wood. 9/6/76 (HJMB) Sent in by (LEe) 

Trifolium arvense L. 
Colemans Moor , 14/8/76 

Hare's-foot Clover 

*Tetragonolobus maritimus (L.) Roth Dragon's-teeth 
Hanover Hill, Fingest. 2/10/76 
*Galega officinalis L. " Goat' s-rue 
By Whiteknights Lake. 30/6/76 
Lathyrus pratensis L. 
Whiteknights Park. 9/6/76 

Meadow Vetchling " 

..:. 

(JPW) 

(-SRD) 

(SRn) 

(JPW) 
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~;:~~;~o~:c~lgj~~~., 't:~;5:~ & Reut.) Rothm. ~; s}en~c}r,~s~::~st~;rh;::fJl*~f 
" ~ . ~ . ...... -..,. 

Sangui~or,pa officinalis ~. 
M;o.r,~i~er' ~ '10/6/76 ' 

Sedum telephium L. , 
R,oti;en Row' • . 2/10/76. 

: . ~ 

S~ifraga granulata L. 
Mar:l'~ton-' Church. '25/4/76: - . ' 

Ribes nigrurn L , . 
Bpckl:eburyCommon. ' 11./6/76 .. . 

Drosera rotundifOlla ,L. , 
Silcr7ster,.177877 •.. 

'. ~ ,' 

E' ilobium hirsutum L. (Codlins & Cream) 
Cblemans Moor. 1 8/7'6 

Viscum album 'L. 
On',Ti,lia , at Hambleden. 

Sanicula europae:a " ~. ' 

AshaJllPstead Common. 3/6/76 

Petroselinum ,sege~urnr (L:. ') ' Koch 
Near Stratfield Sayee 24/8/76 

Asa:r\:b ,~,uropaeum L. , 
Swyncolllbe Churc'hyard . ' 16/5/76 

Mercu:r-ialis annua L. 
Pepper Lane, Earley. 13/9/76 

Vacpinium myrtillus L. 
Pamoer Forest. 10/6/76 

Pyrola minor ' L. 
Davenport Wood. 11/7/76 

Pr:irnula veris L~x 11garis Huds. 
Moulsford Downs. 19/ /76 
Marlston. 25/4/76: 

Hottonia palustris L. 
Great Lea Common. :7/6/76 
Lysimachia nemorum L. 
Ashampstead Common. 3/6/76 

Vinca minor L. 
Ardington. 19/4/76 

*,Vinca maj or L. 
Moulsford Downs. 19/4/76 
Lit,tle Marlow. 2/5/76 " 

Great BUlne,t 

,Meadow Saxifrage 
, ' ,- .'''(SlID:>" 

Blackcurra.nt 
(JpW):, 

Round-leaved Sundew 
: ( ,J~) :, 

Great Willow-herb 
(JfW) , 

Mistletoe 
(JA ) , 

, } . Sanicl:'~ :' :, ' 
, 

C,ornPar,sley 

(J'!!W) . 

"'(JPW} 

Asarabacca 
, (SRD) , 
, , 

~nntia.l Mercury 
(SRD) 

Bi:l, be rry ' . 
(JPW) 

Common Wintergreen .", , 
, (SRD) ' 

Fals'e Oxlip 

(SRD) 

Water'-violet 
(JPtl) , 

Yeliow' Pimpernel' 
(JPtl) 

Lessef-' Periwinkle 
(sRI» . 

Greater Periwinkle 

(SRD) 

Yellow-wort Blackstonia rp.erfolia1;a. (L.) Huds. 
Hill:~i~,e , D.9ove ' B.0tt-om Farm, Mapledurham. 14/6/76' , . (JPtl) 

. i· 

Ge~tianell~ germanica (W;~ld.) Borner 
H~nov,er Hill, Finge'st~2/10/76 

Menyanthes trifoliata L. , 
Bear Wood. 9/6176 ' '('ltJ'MB) 

Chiltern Gentian 
, . 

, . 
'-"\ ~ . , -

Bogb'ean 
, . ,' ,'Sent in by (:r"EC), 
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Pentaglottis sempervireils (L.) Tausch ' 
Bisham Woods. 22/5/76 
Myosotis discolor Pers. 
Bear Wood. 9/6/76 (HJMB) 

Green Alkanet, 
(LEC) ,. ' 

Changing Forget-me-not .. 
Sent , in by '( LEC) 

C~scuta epithymum (L.) L. Dodder 
On Calluna, Pamber Forest. 17/7/76 NHS walk. (BMN) 

*Lycium halimifolium Mill. Duke of Argyll's '1'eapla-nt 
Roadside near Manor Farm, Ashampstead. 5/9/76 (SRD) 

Atropa belladonna L. Deadly Nightshade 
Plantation near Manor Farm, Ashampstead. 5/9/76 " (SRD) 

*D~tura stramonium L. Thorn-apple 
Several plants appeared after road widening in Pepper Lane, Earley. 

(JA ) 
Whiteknights Park. (JPW) 

Verbascum thapsus L. 
Chazey Wood. 14/6/76 
*Antirrhinum majus L'. 
Lambridge Wood. 18/7/76 
Linaria repens , (L.) Mill. 
Hartslock. 29/7/76 
By a footpath in Fingest. 

Chaenorhinum minus (L.) Lange 
Sliding Wood, Swyncombe. 13/6/76 
Ashridge Wood, East Ilsley. 4/7/76 
Veronica beccabunga L. 
Bisham Woods. 22/5/76 
Melampyrum pratense L. 
Pamber Forest. 10/6/76 
Odontites verna (Bell.) Dum. 
Plantation near Manor Farm, Ashampstead . 

Lathraea .:quamaria L. 
Ashampstead. 

Verbena officinalis L. 
Thurle Down. 9/7/76 
Lambridge Wood . 18/7/76 
Hartslock. 29/7/76 
Betonica officina lis L. 
Cutbush Lane, near sewage farm. 12/7/76 
Colemans Moor. 14/8/76 
Scutellaria galericulata L. 
Beside Whiteknights Lake. 30/6/76 

Plantago coronopus L. 
Bear Wood. 9/6/76 (HJMB) 

Campanul~ trachelium L. 
Ashridge Wood. 4/7/76 
Campanula rotundifolia L. 
Colemans Moor. 14/8/76 

Great Mullein 

Snapdrag~n 

Pale Toadflax 

Smi=l.ll Toadflax 

Brooklime 

Common Cow-wheat 

Red Bartsia 
5/9/76 
Toothwort 

Verv,aill 

Betony 

Skullcap 

Buck's-horn ~lantain 

(JPW) 

(SRn) 

(JPW) 
(SRD) 

(SRD) 

(LEC) 

(JPW) 

(SRD) 

(SRD) 

( SRD) ' 
(JPW) 

~JPW) 

(SRD) 

Sent in by (LEe) 

Nettle-leaved -Bellflower 
. (SRD) 

Harebell 
(JPW) 
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Legousia hybrida (L ~ ) De1arb. 
Sliding Wood, Swyncombe. I3/6/76 

Dipsacus fu110nul!! L. 
Foundry Brook, Graze1ey. 11/8/76 

B;dens cernua L. 
A1dermaston. 18/9/76 

Bidens tripa.~ti t~ i, '. 
Pamber.17/81:76 

_.' I 

·G,~;i.ns~ga pa~vif10ra Cav. 
A large number of plants appeared after 
Lane, Ear1ey. ' '" 

·G~lirisoga ciliata (Raf.) Bi.'~ke 
Pepper Lane, Ear1ey. 13/9/76 

l .. :' '' ' ~ 

Senecio viscosus L. 
By the Kennet·~ at : Al'd e'rma~ton. 21/7/76 
In,u.l~ ' ~ ~nyza DC < 

Hartslock. 29/7/76 
Pulicaria dysente'ri'~a tL~}' ! Bernh. 
Whiteknights Park. 21/7/76 
Achillea ptar~fca 1. ~ , ;', 
SilQpester Common. 17/7/76 
By - Wlii.tekni~hts Lake. 13/9/76 

: ,.' ~ . 

ChrYf:3anthemum s~getum- L'. -' " , 
Beenham and Silchester. ' 10/6/76 

Tragopogon i prateil"sisL'. ' 
Sanning Eye. 20/7/76 

Lactuca serrio1a t. 

29/7/76 

. :. ;" .. ... .. , " 

Tea'sel- ,~ , , ' 
(, -

,':\ 

','" ,'., ,' -, - ;~ 

Nodding B'ur';;'~,rig'oli;!-":,:'-: -, ::': 
, , (Ltcr ' 

Trifi d : BtJ.'~±g:old . " " . -' 
(Jtwr ' 

Ga11~m~ So:tdi~r';' :,,-" ::i' : {~'; 
road widening in Pepp~ r;' :, '; 

'- ... "" (JA,:J , 

Shaggy Soldier 
(SRP) 

',,' \: ' .. ', .- " ', -, ' 

St1cky" Groundse1 
<, (~Rl?) . 

P1oughma:'n i s-s'p'ikenl;trd : 

Commo~ Fleabane 

Sneez,e:wp:rt 
.... " .. 

Corn ~ari'gold 

Chicory 

" , 

-; ,-I \ : , - , .. 
Prickly : Le,ttuc,;e' 

, - (JPW)' 

(JPW) 

(SRD) 

. ,:j 

( 'SRD) 
(Jtw) 
(siIDf 

Ske~ bridge over Sonningcutting, A4. 20/7/76 . ' .~ , 

( I1Pil) 

(JPN) , 

Hierapiutrt P:i.1::6se11a ' t. ', 
Hi:l'fside above Bottom Farm, Mapledurham. 

A1isma plan tago;"aQUat1ccl '" L. 
Buck1ebury Common. ,-' 11/6/76 

SagittarM sagittifoiHI.L. '" 
Ald-ermaston. 21/7/76 

ButomuB umlie11at1ii3: L. :·:';' 
Aldermast orl'. ' 21/7/76 
Binfie1d. 

Zanniche11ia pa1ustris L. 
Bear Wood. 9/6/76 '. OI~~) 
Narthecium ossifragum (L.) Huds. 
Si1chester. 17/8/76 

Mous e-ea:r· tIaw~e-ed 
14/6/76 

Water.~plantain ' 

Arrowhead 

F10we.ring-r'-1sh 

Horned Pondweed 

, (J,PW) 

(JPW) 

(LEC) 

(LEC) 
(JFN) 

_ .$~p.t in by (LEe) 

Bog Asphode1 
(JPN) 
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Polygona tum mu1.tiflorum (L.) All. ' 
Frilsham. 25/4/76 
Ashridge Wood, East Ilsley. 4/7/76 
Pamber Forest. 17/7/76 

S.olomon .' s-s~al 

Ruscus aculeatus L. Butcher's-broom 
Nea.r Cold Harbour. " 15/4/76 
Ornithogalum umbellat~m L. Star-of-Bethlehem 
Winter Hill. 22/5/76 

(SRD) 

*Ornithogalum nutans L. 
Ardington. 19/4/76 

Drooping Star-of-Bethle~em 
( SRD') 

Allium vine ale L. Wild Onion 
Earley Sewage Works and Elm Lane, Earley. 10/7/76 (SRD) 

Allium ursinum L. Rausons 
Near Cold Harbour. 1/5/76 (JPW) 

Colchicum autumnale L. Meadow Saffron 
Naturalised in grass verge in Shinfield Road, Reading , near entrance 
to Pepper Lane " \ SRD) . 

Juncus squarrosus L. 
Bear Wood. 9/6/76 (HJMB) 

Cephalanthera damasonium (Mill.) Druce 
Bisham Woods. 22/5/76-
Ashampstead Common. 3/6/76 

Heath Rush 
Sent in by (LEC) 

White Helleborine 
.. (LEC) 

(JFW) 

Epipactis purpurata Srn. 
One fine specimen in Lambridge Wood. 

Violet Helleborine 
18/7/76 (-SRD) -

Narrow-lippe~ Helleborine Epipactis leptochila (Godf.) Godf. 
Lewknor Copse and Davenport Wood. 11/7/76 (SRD) 

Listera ovata (L.) R. Br. 
Mongewell Woods. 10/5/76 
Neottia nidus-avis (L.) Rich. 
Hpmefield Wood. 22/5/76 
Ophrys insect~fera L. 
Homefield Wood. 22/5/76 
Orchis mascula (L.) L. 
Frilsham. 25/4/76 
Anacamptis pyramidalis (L.) Rich. 
Hillside above Bottom Farm, Mapledurham. 

*Acorus calamus L. 
Whiteknights Lake. 27/6/76 
Aira praecox L. 
Bear Wood. 9/6/76 (HJMB) 

Common Twayblade 

Bird's-nest Orchid 

Fly Orchid 

Early Purple Orchid 

Pyramidal Orchid 
14/6/76 

Sweet Flag 

Early Hair-grass 

(JPW) 

(SRD) 

(SRD) 

(SRD) 

(JPW) 

(SRD) 

Sent ih by (.LEC) 
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Weather Records in 1976 

by A. E. Moon 

~hej data ' refer to ' Reading UniversitY', Meteor~logical Station. 
Since this is a new site, as mentioned in the summary for 1971, no 
comparison with an average is yet possible. Ail temperature readings 
are in Celsius degrees and rainfall measurements in millimetres which 
is now standard practice. A "rain day" ,is a day on which rainfall 
equals or exceeds 0.2 mm. For the desig~ation of frost and ground 
frost days see Weather ' Records in 1961, but using all values below 
O.OoCelsius. ' " " ' , 

STATION - READING UNIVERSITY. HEIGHT ABOVE MEAN SEA LEVEL - 215ft. 



January 

. , 

Februa:r;:y 

March .. .'. \' 

June 

August 
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The driest January since 1950 and sunniest since 
1959. The first sleet of the winter fell on 23rd 

, and sm6w, sh6wers <;m 24th. A w~nd gust of eigh:~y.­
seven miles per hour was ' r~corded during a severe 
gal~ during ~he evening ' of the , 2nd. ' , 

.. .,. ' . 

The 29th was the 'warmest ' February day since 14th , 
1961. Fr~eiing drizzle oc6ui~ed ' Qn3id and sno~­
falls at the' beg±iming 'of the' tii6h-t'h wer,e 'negligtble, 
consisting mainly of snow grains. ." 

Dries't " and sunriiest March since 1973 ~ The fre­
querrcy of ,ground frosts ' was also as high as' in 
:l!973~, . 

Driest April since' 1957' and ' sun~iest ' since :),,969. 
Lt was the 'seventh· consecutive month with l:'ainfall 
below the exge 9 ted average~ Temperature reactied 
J:.5 '.56°C( 60 F) for , the' first time this year on (.) 
.10th (16.4°C). ' , '.' . 

. . 
• .. • t 

W'armest May since 1970; 'the maxi~um on 7th was the ' 
highest May value since' 14th 1905. The low "rain­
fall total: now produces :~he eighth consecutive 
month wit~ below averag~ . rainfal:L, bringirig . the 
deficit to 242.3 mm. Solar haloes ' were obs~rved or. 
fourteen days, ' the highest in any month of ~ records 
si~ce 1959. 

Warmest June since re]able records began in 1921. 
32.2oC (.90oF) was 'recorded on three consecutive 
days "( 26th, 27th, "28th); 90°F has only been -
recorded in June bri one previous octasion, viz . 
29th £957. ' The highest "recorded temperature-was 
94°F on 12th and 13th July 1923 and 29th July 1948. 
The ' night . of 2.6th/27th."was the warmest in ,June 
since) '28th/29th 1949'. , :='Th~ 30.th .. \>i'as the sunniest 
J~n:e d,ay ~ince ,at l'~a:st " .1959 .• 

Warmest July since 1921; the 3rd was the w'armest 
July day since .29th ·1948 and- the night o{ '3rd/4th 
the. warmest, s"ince 3Qth J.une/lst July 1968. It was 
the sunniest July since 1959 ~nd the ,tenth consec­
utive month -with rainfall below average. ·Among ' 
three occasions of' notably heavy rainfalls ,in' short . 

. , periods ' (alJ. during thunderstorms) was 11. 7 mi+i. 
in six minutef? at 23h.20m. (G.M.T.) on 15th~ , 

, , . 
" 

In spite of the consistently fine warm weather the 
, ' 0 '· 

average temperai;u!'e (}2 m1UC. + ,min.) was 1 C .lower 
thari.' last August. Rainfall was the lowest in ' 
August since 1955 and a drought period of thirty­
seven days~ilded on 27th. It was the sunn~est 
August since sunshine records started i~ ,Rea~ing 
in 1939. . 



September 

October 

Novemher 

December 
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Wettest month sirice November 1974; September 1975 
was the last month with rainfall above average. 
Sunshine was the -lowest September total since 1969. 
2.8 mm. of rain fell in th~ee minutes a.t 22.05m. 

- (G.M.T.) on 25th du~ing a thunderstorm. 

This was :the wette-st Octqbe;r- since 1·967, and had . 
the greatest number of rain days since 1932. - The 
sunshine total was the lowest in October since 
records started in -Reading in 1939, the previous 
lowest being 72.4 hours in 1966. 

Colde.st November since 1969, though on the whole 
temperatures showed close similarities to 1975 and 
1973. - The first ice (thin) was noted on evapora­
tion tank on 14th. 

Coldest ~ecember since 1962. _ The screen m1n1mum 
on 29th was th.e lowest December value since 21st-
1946. It was the wettest December since 1968 and 
at 09h. on 17th 8cm. of snow was lying. The 
number of days with snow lying (at _09h.) was the 
gr,eatest since February 1970 and in December . ernce 
1968. The total sunshine hours, however, was the 
highest since 1967. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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Atmospheric Pollution 

: 191'6 

,Heasurements of smoKe 'ConcEHltrati'on and sulphur dioxide (SO ) 
are summarised in th'e followJ.:ng 'tab-le. They' ,constitute the resufts 
of daily measurements of smoke a nd S02 pollution by air filte~ and 
volumetric method -respectively,· from. appar a tus installed in the 
Ge ogr aphy Department, Reading University, at Whiteknights. 

. : . 

Smoke Concentra tion, 
Microgrammes per cu. m. 

. ' 

I l10nth ~ Mean ! Highest u-- , I 
Janua ry I 13 i 78 27 . I 

, ' -. !.. I .... 
FeJ:~ ruCl.ry 30 ' 116 , .\6 .. .. .. 

, .. , . " 

M.arch 21 92 , , 

.. .4-
' . ." 

I 
,', I' 

April 8 28 9 
16 

May I 5 26 6 
I. 

I " " 

June 
I 5 I 26 8 
, 

July 7 18 2 

I 
August I 11 35 12 i 

I 
Sept ember :1 11 29 21 

I I 
October I 16 I 52 27 

I 
I 
I 
1 

14 November I 30 . 112 ! 
I 
I 

11 

Dec ember 43 139 13 

Year I 17 I 139 13 

!! I 
Dec . 

;1 ---L, I 

'Sulphur Dioxide ( S02) 
Concentration 

Microgrammes per cu. m. --- , , 

'Low'est Meart ' j : Highest Lowest 

0 

2 

(j 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

5 

1 

0 

--' 
10 48 

" '83' 10 ., ' 

,.12 
22 

.. 

2€? 81 
31 

3 44 
I ; 

* 43 

.. .- ~. 

12 
I 

45 
18 I I 19 I I 

I 

I 13 I 44 I 
18 

I 

I 

I 
I 

1 I 38 

10 ! 33 

2 39 
5 

11 

•• 
I 57 

6 80 

See I 53 
below 

11 I 
I' f 

• 3, 15, 18, 19, 
21, 30, 31 

79 27 20 2 

316 19 --,· 2:7 ·-22 

264 3 29 31 

82 9 14 24 

121 6 8 20 
21 
22 

113 28 13 19 

101 3 13 13 
6 14 

30 

66 23 19 1 

52 24 14 10 

67 25 21 5 

109 12 23 26 
23 

160 14 25 6 

316 19 8 20 
Feb. 21 

j2 i M-at 
** 1, 4, 26, 

27, 28 

r 

! 
i 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

! 
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