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Meetings and Excursions 1974-75

The firgt of the:winter. evening: m;e&ings -was -the Anpnual .
General Meeting on October 17th, at which the President delivered
his Presidential Address on Flies (atterndance’43). Other lectures
given during the winter were 'Prlmroses, Cowslips and Oxlips', by
Dr. M. Keith-Lucas (42); ‘'Inséét Flight- Telated to Weather', by
Mr. P. A. Davey (37); ‘'Toadstools, lee and Fire', by Dr. F. B.
Hora (45);f'Rahie§' " by: Professor €. Kaplan{30); .'Birds.of-the
Reading Area’ ,»by:dr. €.:8. Gale (51)3, - and. 'Agriculture in the
Himalayan: Klngdbm rofiNepal™y: by Mpra Au B . Shrestha. (34) _ The EBC .
Horizon-Film! 'The: Wdod! was: shown by: Dre: J Fhilips at. another '
meeting (64) and there were two Members!s Evenings of Films, Talksf;_
and Exhibits (53 and 55). There were also a joint meeting with the
Berkshare,~Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire Naturalists' Trust (56)
and a. Berkshire,' ‘Buckinglamshire and: Oxfordshlre meet1ng at c
Panmbourheo S .'--,..,.;‘,;-;:f._ ; PO o

Y EELY

Wlnten>walks Were taken 1n &hq Pangbourne area Qn November )
16th (17);. in Englefield: Park,:for trees and blnds Jon December .
l#th at Readlng gravel pits, fax bxrds, -on,, February Bth (20); and

R

on JaWUaEX'llth (ll) ;f&*fa? P EmRgey s vﬁi;:u>
The sumer field ‘excursions were to MdngéﬁeliJHééth for’

Hellenarusw?lrldla on-April t9th. H314) .Stratfield Saye, .an even-
ing texcursidn for. fritillaries and Qats, on. Aprll 3¢th (28) o
Wargrave ‘Marsh:Reserve on May3rd AR2)5 0, Wytham Wood Oxon.,‘on fl'
May :Q@th-(23); - Sulham Woodsy-an. evening eyqursion, on May 21lst ..
(c. 20%; -Aston ‘Upthorpe-Reserve, for.Orghis.ustulata, on.May. 31s _ﬁ:::
(28); (Buttlers-Hangings Reserve, West Wygqomke, for chalk flora. .
and butterflles, on June.1l4th €20); .: Burghfleld to Tile Miix, an o
evening excursion, on June 18th (c. 18), -Snelsmore. Qommon, a
joint meeting with Newbury Field Club, on June 28th (3% + 9);
WickeniFen and Devils's.Dyke,.a. coach. Excursion,. on July . 5th (30)
Wittenham:Glunmps, - g~ joint meeting w1th ‘Abingdon Natural History
Societys rom Ju1yy12thu(l6“+ 28);. +Hungerf0wd Meads,. 4n apcient
field:system with:a. righ matural flora, on July 26th+(20) Moor ;;wj
Copse;Reserve, a, Qate. evening. meeting. for moths,. on. Augqst lst @:i;
(18); ":Cock: Marsh Marlow;:-on;August 9th . (1#),L $onth H111 Park n
nature trail-and- woodland at<Caesar!s Canp,, Bracknell, w1th o .
Crowthorne ‘Natural-History Society,. on August 23rd (7}, Pangbougne j
Heathij~an.evening eXcursien omiAugust 27th (16);. Hook Common, on. .
September:Hth- (21) ;. Thateham: Marsh,.-on September 20th (e 3Q);
Windsor Forest, a fungus foray, on October 4th (18 members and 9
others); and Wa51ng WOod, a fungus foray, on QOctober 18th (c. 40)

< AR .
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odee FLERS, o 0y
The Presidential Address
to thé Read1ng and: Dlstrlot Natural Hlstory Soc1ety
l?th October 1974 o

by H H Carter_

.,_:- : L

The Diptera are a group more highly spec1alised for fllght Y
than any other. order~of insects, so mueh so. that whéreas these

other orders may “eontain dragonflies1 mayflies, stoneflies;: caddls_-"

flies, butterflles‘énd the - -like’y- the Bimpie name ’Flles' has been. &*;&
approprlated to the Dlptera alone.‘ S PLRets ., Fape

Reduction in' welght, aIWays a: matter of the first importance.-
for flight, ‘has “been’ achievéd if two ways. .The:insect as.a whole
is frail and lightly sclerotised, not relying on its exoskeleton
for protection, although the profuse development of spiny bristles
in some hlgher Diptera may-have ol protectlve function. Seécondly
there has been reduction or loss of ‘certain ‘organs throughout the
ordér. Most obv1ously, the hind W1ngs ‘have' ‘been ‘converted. into
halteres, organS'which detéct any movemént of the bodyin three
dimensions. This $ensitivity to ‘movemeént has énabled the flies to .
develop great agility and precision in flight, including ability
to hover, to a degree not found 1n other orders. o

The antennae, threadallke and tralllng in the primitiVe and
relatively 510w-fly1ng Nematocera have “beGome compact, with short
broad basal segments and a halr—like drista in the higher flles,\
without any loss of sen51tiv1ty to ‘odours. - The powér of scent 1s
acute and of prime importance for locatlng 'fopd’(as can be seen. .
from the rapidlty with whiCh f1ies comé’ito an ‘odoriferous bait),.-' z
mates, and sultable ‘sites for“ov1p051tion.. Flles also have gooud
sight, but'no speclal organs of hearlné . e

‘The mouthparts aré’also feduced throughout thevorder. Bitlng'JH
Jjaws, necessarily massive in thémselves ‘and requlrlng'equally ' '
massive musCulature and points of attachment ‘havé’ given-way teo '
suctorial apparatus.' Only in a” few - bloodsuck1hg families with a:
partly aquatlc ife cycle aré™the mandlbles rétaineéd, and here they
are reduced to extremely slender plercing’stylets. Generally the
maxillae are ~also: reducéd, andall -that“rémains of the origlnal
1n$ect mouthparts are theé labial: palps, organs of tbéuch and taste -
which remain 1ndlspensable bécause of the inability of an insect’
to see what it is- ealing by reason of the prltlon and structure of
the eyes. i ~ . :

Lo
~ 4

Fly larvae are also highly specialised in structure although
not always in feeding habits. All are without legs, and only the
more primitive forms retain a head with sensory organs and biting
mouthparts. The larvae of higher flies are headless maggots with
hardly any obvious external structure apart from the possession of
a front and back end., As in the adults, any mouthparts present are
secondary developments,

The basic larval habitat, and the one to which the majority
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of species have remaingd.faithful, is wet decaying vegetation.::
From this, adaptivé radiation has proceeded -along:several paths;
through mud to a fully aquatic life; through living plants to leaf-
mining and gall making; through rot&ing animel remains to animal -
dung, scavenging (from which probably brood parasitism has evolved),
predation and internal parasitism. Fully free-living larvae are
very uncomiaqn,, being found malnly among the aphid—eatlng members -
of the Syrphldae.f"‘._ . P R e

Brood parasltlsmtand 1ntefna1 para51t1sm h&ve beeh evolvegg r
independently by ‘many 41t Ferent famxlles of Diptera; ‘and-the host "+
rangé ‘ig ‘even 'wider tham in“%he para51t1c Hymenopfera. "“The hostSf”}
include mamdeg'fblrdd amphfbiane, &ll the- larger orders of T
terrestrial iNgécts, Arachnida, €entipedés, crustaceans. (only the
terrestiial” woodllce), worms ‘and'tand Mollusca. ‘The only- majdr vt
limitation is the: 1naﬁilitj of adult fli@s fo penetrate‘%he équatlc

habitat 1n’seardh ‘of hosts én “whivh o ‘lay’ eggd. ProBably odly the

nematodes, which 'are frde from ‘this “limitation, have a wider host f?
range. S '

Although- siall in- ﬁlze, “the Dlptera are often conspic&ous by
their bril¥iant’ coloﬁrlng. Sometlmes thls sennes ‘an‘obvious o
functidn, ‘as whén it mlmics aposematic bees and wa8ps, “but’ 1n-h&ny 2
families 1r3&escent or metallic- éofourin s freq&enfiand ‘serves
no obvious pu?pose, but nevertheléss a&dﬁ interést aﬁd~plea3ure to

b e

the study of“the group: SR

L l‘



BN oL -

Varlation in a mixed population of banded snalls (Cepaea spp )
: ' ' on. Swyncombe Down* near Readlng .

: by R H 'Smlth

Genetlc polymorphisms are of great 1nterest to evolutlonary _
blologlsts as tley represent situations where the forces ‘of natura1
selection have reached a balance such that two or more. distinct '
forms (morphs) are maintained. together inta’ populatlon. .The banded
snails Cepaea nemoralis (L ) ‘and C., horten51s (Muller) are well-

known . for the varlatlon they show. iR shell-oolour (bastgally yellow,..
pink or brown, ‘but with many 1ntermed1ates) and the .pattern of thel,w
dark brown or black lengitudinal bands (up.to flve on -each whorl
which, if present, may sometimes be fueed) Most populatlons con-. . .
sist, of at least: two colour and ;banding classes (Caln and Sheppard,
1954), although there are some localities such as parts of the
Marlborough Downs where large areas contaln only one -form (Cain
and Currey, 1963).

There are many reasons why a balaneed polymorphism may be
maintained (Maynard Smith, 1970) although it is .8till not clear
which factors are responsible in the case oereEaear .However, it o
is known.that selectlon by . v1sual predatlon modifies.. the proportions -
of different forms (Caln and. Sheppard¢ '1950) and, the .impact of the
thrush (Turdus philomelos (L.)) is relatively easy to agsess
because of the bird's habit of smashing the shells on a stone or
some other suitable "anvil". Comparison of the broken shells with
a representative sample of snails from the live population will
reveal whether the birds find proportionally more of the morphs
that are conspicuous in that particular habitat, Cain and Sheppard
(1950, 1954) showed that, in general, pink, unbanded snails were
at an advantage in beech-wood leaf litter whereas yellow, banded
snails were least conspicuous .to_thrushes in downland grass and
hedgerows.

The colony chosen for study was in an area of rough herbage
flanked by a beech-wood on Swyncombe Down to the north of Reading
(grid reference SU 670917), just off the Icknield Way. On 3/5/1974
the anvils (found mainly under bushes) were cleared of broken
shells and a number of living snails were collected by second year
Zoology students from Reading University. Because the broken
shells could have accumulated over several years, a second collect-
ion was made on 25/4/1975 so that the second sample represented
snails that had been killed during the year. No attempt was made
to distinguish between the two species of Cepaea since identifica-
tion without dissection is often doubtful (Quick, 1952). Several
different banding patterns were present, but no brown shells. The
data are summarised in the table; banding patterns have been
classified as either effectively unbanded (top two bands on each
whorl missing) or banded.

i : Living : Dead : ;
i ! YB PB YU ©PU: YB PB YU PU Tota%
' :

1974{ 67 10 6 5 301 159 5 7 | 560
1975101 23 & | 267 123 > 1, 527!

' Totalil68 33 10 11 568 282 7 8 1087 !
Y -~ yellow, P - pink, B -~ banded, U - effectively unbanded
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The data were sub..classified in various ways, and chi-squared - . . -~

tests were used to /discover whether the observed frequencies

X dlffered\signlflcantly from those expected under- different - null - 5.

hypotheses.' Thé results of the ‘Analysis can- be briefly s&mmarlsed
as follOWS Pt . PR - . ; :

1. The data for.the two years are @ignlflcantly dlfferent
because in 1575, there were more living ¥B and PB and less
~dead. PU.and"PB. than in 1974.~ Despite these: differnges, the
rest of the conclu51ons are qualltatlvely the same for both

”‘years' data,_'wi“ R J;nx -;~', r' .“y« W 7 e
'-'24.\Snalls‘w1th plnk shells are more llkely to be preyed upon
_ than those w1th yellow (averaglng over bandlng patterns)

. '——,- '.
Il’

(-' B

3. Snails w1th unbanded shells are more llkely to ‘be preyed
upon than those w1th banded (averﬁging over,’ colour).\

VT e . R e

L., 1In addltlon to the separate effects of 2. and 3., there is
selective predatlon against PB. (RU.may.be maintained by
migration from the adjacent beech-wood where it is probably
less conspicuous).

5. 1In the "anvil population'" of shells, there is no association
between colour and banding whereas the living snails include
more YB and PU than would be expected if colour and banding
were independent. These results are in agreement with those
of Cain and Sheppard for a similar area nearby (Christmas
Common) .

Yellow snails with bands are certainly less obvious than
other forms on short turf, so it is not surprising that YB is the
commonest. morph. The:gontinued ‘maintenance of: .the~otheér: forma is;
not explained, however. The presengce.of yink, unbanded snails is
probably a result of migration from the beech-wcod but, since the
genes controlling colour and banding are known to be closely
linked (Cain et al, 1968 ), there are .clearly unknown selegtive . .
forees involved maintalnlng YU and RB in the populatlon., There_
are many other predators be51des thrushes, for instance. ;abblts,
which:-are. common in the area. .I have. observed slow-WQrma (Angu&s
fragilis L.). investigating a moving.Cepaea pemoralls’ with their ,f
tongues. and. then- retlrlng, even though a snail éxtended from its "

-~ .shellk: Looks as inviting as. the small slugs that slow-worms devour

80 voraclously, 80 some - of . the Snails may. exude ‘a. noxious substance o

Which: eould.be. related to. the v1s;ble polymo;phlsm, po§51bly _
indirectly through their food-plant. Coloration will alsc habe
seeondary . effects on heat gadn and loss. through radiation, but,

whether or not this is a . biologipally signlficant factor stlll hae 28
to be: aesessed o oot i i o

'
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A Study of the Vocal:.z:ltn.on of the TaWny Owl ( ix aluco L. )
' 'by S. I«nrtin Brom ..

One of our more common owls is the Teymy owl, s Strix C:.luCO Loy 7 -
& nocturnal bird more often heard than seen, but how much do we 'really kriow
about the VOOabulo.ry of this beautiful owl ? It seems not very michs Even
Shokesoeare who was often thought to be a. good naturﬁllsu mis-interpreted the
song of the Towny Owl as, "Tu-whit, tu whoo". In fact what he heard were
probably two Towny Owls ca.lllng, a mle singing,: "Ho00000~hooo hochooddod "
and a feml_e prob'fbly replying with a shorp, "Kewick". When combined this gives
us a, "Hoooooo-kewick-hooohoohooooooo™ . which is very similar in auditory -
effect .to, "Tu~whit, tu—Who'o " if exaggerated by a n'ot too ca:‘c‘ef‘u”l listéner’.

Tavmy Owls are drab 1n colour compared to other birds and becquse they
are nocturnal they have no need for elaborate colourful plumge for =
territorial threats and displays. Obviously this is because  they would -
not be visible clearly. However other faculties have been elaborated to
mke up for this lack of colour and to assist in commnication. These include
the broad development of the owl's vocabulary thus helping it to distinguish
between the sexes, and a well developed sense of hearing, Not only has
the Tevmy Owl to make up for the lack of expression through & colourful
plumge and to commnicate physical expressions through the darkness of the
night, they must also be able to penetrate the night with their cnlls,
so that they mey converse with other owls and hopefully find a.suitable
companion,



“ Mo énablé the Tawny Owl' to pénéetrate the nightiand communicate
over long distances without the calls being absorbed by theitrees v
and other obstacles, the owls have utilised calls and songs in the
lower- sound~frequency’ spectrum. :Sounds” of higher frequencies are
more qulckly absorbed by'trees and . othexr- obstacles and: therefore i
their audible range 1s much shoﬁter. K JF; T r;' R

Within a 51ngle_year Tawny Owl voqglizatfonsgmay be div1ded
up intd two subsequent. periods, both of whiéh" correlate very well !
with the beginning and end of ‘the” breeding ‘séasoh. i The first- ’
period of song'bullde-up to a peak in mid-Janubiry. When the owle o
are ebtablishing' territories and mating. +This pretedes the peak -
of the breeding season which is from the second. week of March: to fﬁ
the second week of Aprll. Once the eggs are laid and the young
are hatchlng>there isa“decline 'in ‘the ‘amountof Ttallihg. '’ The
second’ Period builds up to a peak‘after the. fledping of the ydung.
ThlS peak’ is ahout September when the-yoang owls: are~ver& vbcal
and’ trylng to establish’ ‘thétiselves wd%h their own territorles
against the other well‘establlshed owls. 'r'"ff NS -j«~

~ In the evenlhg Tawn& owls’ generally begin calling Jhst»after
suaset until it is dark. After dark they have begun hunting for
their prey, and the amount of vocal act1v1ty it seems decreases
somewhat . But quite freqhently ‘thiere a¥e' ‘suddén outbursts ‘when
the” owls-ln “al 1arge arel all beg&n calllng £n chorus or-you may "
have & pair of owls that begih calllng furiously at each«other ae

-+

a seuffle breaks out. - - oot

~ When Tawny Owls do have- reason 19 “«€¢all” durlng ‘the- day it is
usually because they have been dlsturbed or ‘are Yeing mobbed BA T
smaller blrds,‘ln which case there W1ll be a~lot of clatter from
these smaller blrds. ‘ . : - T

‘ The weather ‘has a Very marked effect upon the VOcal actlvlty
of Tawnmy Owls. Vocal actiVvity 'is gréate 'St amountlng to.'over
sixty per.cent, on clear nlghts With 1little or 'no cloud, and 4n--
these situatlons it is usually calm and’ sound:- carrlesAvery‘well
and is audible over ‘great distancés. Ovér thirty per ¢ent. of the .
calls are made on overcast nights, and the remalning percentage
accounts for bad weather 1nclud1ng fog, mist drizzle, re:n and Snow.

w

The Tawny Owl has as wide a vocabulary a8 -any other’bird ‘1f
not much-wider. There are two very common calls which are known to
fost people. These are thé shafp Mcewickingh and the eérie’
"hootlng" calls. "Of these two calls" the’ "hooting" has -the greatér
number of varlations. There ‘are also ‘many ‘other: calls Which are
far from well«knoWn and. the number of varlaﬁidns of these éalls— -
are mainly undocumented A "

o .4 s

ﬁeecribing ‘¢alls on paper isa very difficult prdceés but
the "hooting" calls &re falrly easy;- The mo8t  common of these - is
the "Hoooooooooooo~Hooohooohooohooooo"‘ ‘and the "Ho666060006006M, "
There is also a shorter vers1on of "Hoooooo". These three calls
form the basis for other ‘WHooting" callsy These are just some of
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the variations: "Hoooooo-Hooohooohoooooo!', "Hooohooohoooooo",
"Hoooooooooohoohoohoooooo!", "Hoooooo-oo", "Hcoooooo-0o0=-0", and a
"Hoooohooooooo", which sounds like the cat-call whistle of "Whit-
wheeoo!, If you hear an -owl calling-.this, you begin to wonder who
taught it! S Do : ' - :

Some of the "hootlng" calls end in a qulet warbllng.‘ However
it is possible that: all hoots. end with this as it may depend on . .
how near you are to the owl.as to whether_you_ean hear the term~
inal warbling. Calls of this description include: "Hoooooooo~-

Hooooooo000006000k, = "Hooooo000090-00"-, "Hooeooooo000O",
"Hboooo00000-0000" and a "Hoooo-Hooohopohooooooooo" The under— :

lining represents the warbling phraseq And finally: there are the:
warbling "oooo's", whining "hoots", and a "milk bottle hoot",
which sounds &s if you were - blow1ng over. the: lip of a milk bottle
at a much lower frequency. : :

Of. the "kewick" calls. there are two comman variations, a-
"kew!", and a "wick" call. Other calls heard are whlnlng-llke _
calls and the following rarely heard calls of "twink", a barking:
"woick", a "weeoo", a "woorak", a "cuck cuck-cuckoo", a "quorklng".
and some screeching noises. Blll snapplng is hardly vocal but 1s,
I think, relevant as it is used in communication by young owls at
rest as a -threat to possible, intruders.,.lt is also used by angry
OWlS. . o : N

The most dlfflcult part of. studylng b1rd vocalizatlon is the
interpretation of the calls and songs, and this part is still far
from complete. However, I shall attempt to translate the meaning
of these calls and songs based on that whlch I have learnt so far.

- The well-known.'Hooooopoooooo-Hooohooohooohooooo!" occurs-

© throughout: the year and is, I .think, .the song of the territorial
male. It is frequently heard as "Hoooooooooooo" which.is also
probably of territorial significance. The shorter M"Hooooaoo"
although not so frequently heard is also heard throughout the
year, and its meaning is probably similar to the longer version.
A1l the other "hoots" apart from the warbling hoot are not very

" common and I am unsure of their 1nterpretat10n. This also applies
to the warbling "hoots" and most versions are uncommon except

- "H00000000000" .which .occurs throughout the year.

Of these "hoots" one can soon deduce that there are several
basic "hoots" which are common and many variations which are

1nfrequently heard

The "whlnlng" calls and "hoots" occur prlmarlly in’the months

- ~of February, March and April and are associated with the breedlng

season. . From this I would assume that they have deflnitely some -
thing to do with. breedlng and I have heard these calls made by

two owls each getting closer to each other. As they get cloger
together there is more whining and some clattering in‘the branches,
so possibly.the calls are made prior. to mating. The calls. prob-
ably serve as-some form of appeasement to each partner as both
sSexXes are. naturally aggre581Ve towards ‘each other. :

;The "woickﬂ_barklng oall,wthe_ﬂtwlnk" the "woorak" the
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"cuck~-cuck-cuckoo", the;"kew" the’ "wick"yand the "screeching"
calls are all falrly rare calls to be heard and their meaning is
unknown to me. The "weeoo" ¢all is also ‘Uncommon but has been
recorded throughout the year and the common "kewick" call is also
heard throughout: ‘the year. :The "Kewick'! cajl oould p0551bly be a
contact callas it ls'ehor$.and sherp, whepeas mcat song }s of a.
long dwratlon. ey et TR S _— D

Corne e e o + I PEN
has paper, ‘1 hﬂpm has smven sem@jldea of theﬂxggps and
meanlnga of the Rgwny- le—songe and ¢alls....I hope 8oqn to cerry
out’ morevextensive istudies, when, fir@tlyt I have obtaiqed X S
better understanding of the Tawny Owl's behaviour from the other
resedxchérs, andvseeondly,. when- 1 have: ohtalneqrsome suitable-
pkaybaglh equipment. With a better understanding of their behav—f
iour and.the -ability . to- recqrd the. behaviounal,reactions dqe to :
playbaeks; I-ghould be able to-.decipher more easily. the meaningaT
of songs gné ceallg.coIn additiony .. would like to make. spectro- .,
graphs of  each vocalization and use this method to 1dent1fy each
owl lndlvidually, and t{o:usge it for ‘comparisons, . Anyﬁhelp Erom
those. worklng in sxmilar flelds weulq be gratefully recelved. -
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I wish to acknowledge the help of the following persons:
Mr." Req Kettle of thé” Brltish Librfary’ of ' Wildiifeé' Sound, the late
A, G: Field “R,W, Greener ‘and: Déﬁglas‘Bower, all “of” whomisupplied
“éopies of thelr tapes’ on Tadﬂj 6wls e Y

b £73 AUDDIONE ‘J-ﬁ;ﬂJliV ??,:
SR am Alko grateful Tor thé assistahcs of" Péter-Holdén"and: =
“the Your, Ornithoibgists’ Clib, who ' rdfi-d survey on-Tawny ' Owls,”
and all’ hése who tdok™ part. "I also’ wiSh? o‘thaﬁk Ruth Murray,i
Graham Hirbns and DaV1d élﬁe.r;yi_" ' : oy U R
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Vocalization of. the Tawny Owl =~ a-note..: T S

v My owl,. WOL, frequently uttered a low warbllng note without
hoot;ng and_would\sometimes«reply when 1 ;mitated this.. . I took
1t to be cqnversaplonal sounds between two blrds close together.
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Yo A Vlsit to Malay51a 1975
; . by c. d. Leeke L .'“- w T

It all began In 'the Slimmer df_197u when my: friend .and ex- -
colleague Ted Bicknell tame -héme on leave from Malaysia, -and .=~
stayed a while with us. He said, "Why don't you come out to us
next summer?" We tossed this rather daring, hitherto unthinkablez,
notion about more in fun ‘than reésdlution’, .until February -wheh we
consulted British Alrways ‘and bought tickets. ‘Then ‘& nail- bltlng
wa1t for the reply to our query "Dld you réally mean it°" :

After a comblned course of" passive and actlve lmmunlsatloﬁ
against a varlety of" troplcal pathogens, Same useful briefing from
our’ friends on clothing and armed with' difficult-to-come-by items
as glfts, we boarded fllght B.A. 930, four hours ‘delayed by a
strlke of caterers, and were alrborne at 23 30 on - July 12th..

“The fllght was technlcally uneventful but aesthetlcally
sheer dellght. ~I}luminated London -fell away rdpidly in an -awe-
inspiring climbj; then the electric filigree of some European towns
passed slowly by six miles below.

_ The dawn came towards us., from A51a Mlnor.@ First, .a light
"streak in the eastern sky rapldly extending. in a long, shallow )
curve as the horizon marked the sllhouette of a round Earth. Then
this widened to an enormous crescent as far as the eye could see.
Finally the huge bleood red orb appeared - below the dark silhouette!
It was cloud cover. follow1ng the more: solid curvature beneath. .In
mlnutes the . flerce sun;was:above the clouds and the rarified
atmosphere offered insufficient protectlon, ‘50 . regretfully the
blind was lowered ard we slept until the only landfall at Bahrein.

An hour later we followed Concorde into a brilliant. sky over
the Persian Gulf with its toy ships and white-tipped waves. T
slept as Bombay slid slowly by and awoke to see a large, brown
river carrying monséon water towards Madras. The  broken clouds
followed exactly the shape of the sub-continent, the gélden strand
forming a narrow border as India too was. left behlnd. The sun was
setting over the densely wodded Nicobars and it was: dark whén
fourteen hours from London we touched down at Kuala Lumpur in the
rain. :

With the temperature ahd humidity both above 80, the hand
baggage seemed twice as heavy as it had in London.~ A furlong and
a lot-of sweat later, we' enterkd the inmigration. 1ounge, with a
hundred others, to find we should have filled "in forms on the
plane. Soon the room was littered with perspiring travellers con-
centrating on questions like nationality?, from?, to?, why?, and
many of a more personal nature. We sat on our baggage; only the
first score had room at the ‘tables, many s&t on the floor.

. Then the queueing to be 1nterv1ewed by humourless young men,
who had seen it all before. "As T pushed our documents forward,
the young man gave me a distinctly boot-faced look, which was
depressing; had we forgotten something? As I mentally checked off
the items, my ‘eye caught a notice, on the wall, which stated
clearly and simply that visitors without visas could stay for
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seveh déys and’ thisperiod wde not extendable ... Who had -told, us we
did not need visas? Then the young man asked "How long do you. .
intend to stay?" I felt rather foollsh as I said that our return
fl;‘ht was ‘béoked For Augus% 3lst. “He “then stamped our. paasport
and wréte Adgust 5lst*on the certif&w&te =dd- actually smlled ag h
safﬁ'"EnJoy your stay ST R e e e e

s O R PN L
Knowing thé WOtSt was “4¥eT iwe swattedy: ﬁlth*a feelxng Qf
eiéﬁién,’for our Iuggdge'to avrive atitheféarousel.. .. The“hqmldlty

‘and héat whiéh had become™ Booppréessive in the throng now meant.
nothing because, sbmehherelAmoﬂé the  thousands- of faces lopking.
for reiatives ana f?iendé We knéw' twor faceé Were &ooting for us.
? L R S H

“1¢ plcked”up dur tiro” ‘heavy cuases, and said. to- an - offieial by
the door "I will come back for the hand luggage" -and stepped
throuéh‘ Immediately,_I Was réliéved: of the load -by; our:friends
and’ weht back for the rest thé/man at ithe  door: politely, said:- -
goodnight to us’ and we’ werb %hrsked awhyyr i Ik whe a marvelleus
feeling as we’ drove bff 147 thet %1ghtu F "Of; course'™,: said my
frlend’ "you'know you just walkea rightfpaat rhe oustoms”“

e owe 45 IR R T T R ]

" Phie house waé‘Tull ‘ofe sdbprrSes;.?THd‘flsh ppol:and;fouptaln
benea%h~the é eﬁ“%fbirwéy-waé“put tdpractical -use: by Sukd., ther
Malay Q08 that Todked Yile & Shiort<haired terrier that, did; nos -
qulte hék@ Orufts p _Three—&ﬁuh»tadpolaiswam;wath the geaqush

a e

SISO o SR S S CH A
g loudﬁ%lcking'f%om ‘Gtie Gf Muribafs toake&:ccpper ietures
heralded the appearance.of ameaf the seygral (llounge .lizards" .in
the house. These geckos were usually active from dusk onwards
cdt EHLRE unsuspecting'moths,'sdmetlmesvlaging their eggs;down the
backs of armchairs+dfd ‘one.‘getko waB- found by Suki in-an. gdvanqed

Agtdte of decomposition undar the carpet Cie 5;¢,t~.,,n

LI

Han .'

‘CIiVe, the ygungest of the boys, caught,a large flylng ant
for e ‘add pat it oh'dhe side while we-had: et When. we: logked
for 1t later 1t was’belng cérriedadown the- Vertlcallgdpe of-the

’ cupbdard by a multitude ofrminutésblack ants. It was«lhkebgni;ght
"4ircraft beihg manhandl%d by aérowd: of “people.  We'watched ..
fascinated as it rounded the moulded overhang* before- pfeceedipg
more rapidly across the floor, out of the door, and down a craek
betWéé’ﬁ‘ the flé.gs of fhé p&tio.-. LR Ao S I O UF S

T iAot a4k s

@here~was ' 1argbr apecies)oﬂ=b1abk*antcwhich aisowscavenged
c?ﬁmbs f?bm the dining’ are& but:the) twoi species mever: mets, I ;
thiﬁk ‘thes ﬂéiibe%ately avoilded e&ch otheér . - Pheromones mush, be

’qhite imggrtanVJbo their survival,fnb%ronly ‘guiding them safely
'heme but '‘HlBo ehablihg thémfto avoiauthe -digaster of. being carried

off. u‘._""”"__ .m... ) .,. TR .__4;:"’-.""".1.13 i : "i;'

<4

7 In the’ gariden there was anothelr apeciws-bd»anb,,even bigger,
:“ﬁiwihg 4 & et tidde of Teaves .in:m ‘tree: - These brown tree ants
. Were ‘quite’ aEEOgant, -and ‘with good teamon ;. they. had: a imost, -pain-
“TotuBiday with them but fortunately muchrof théir travelllﬂg was,
along the overhead electricity cables. : 3o

0N wet evéningd’the ldwn 4 aomposddvof'a)peeullar, coarse,
erééping gf&SS would Be-¥isited by~ ‘Hany Yarge spiral- snalls, up to
PPSur indHes ‘ToHg,’ seeking thé ‘tender shoota: o£’¢herished plants
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"~ and’ retiring before dawn to the base . of ‘the hedge or the compost
heap.’ i , it

Dawn came about 6 am. and w1thin a. few minutes the 'scribb-
1ing' dong of the" yellow—ventad bul-bul could be 'heard; ‘this was
an extremely common bird everywhere we - went._ ;Usually the first’
-birds to ‘call were the local fowls, not far removed in appearance
fromlthe red jungle “fowl, .some af ~which still exist on the out-
skirts of 'the: city.“”It,would not<¥e long before the loud calls f
common myrahs - could be heard-as-they swaggered about in the brash
fashion of ‘thé starling. txibe.  The, pleasant whistling of the. =
thagpie robin soon followed and the day was properly launched,“
This bird is a thrush, as is our robin, but its nearest relative

. is thél shy, melodious shama, several times- heard but never seen.

. “Other birds seen in and. around the garden were black-naped
'orioles, fairly common and: a splendid. sight whether in flight or
feedihg on:some fruiting:tree; -but since all trees at, all times
have some- yellow ‘leaves,  there being- no- marked seasons, they were
remarkably inconspicuous when at rest.. Common ioras regularly fed
. on insects in the willow trees. -These sparrow-51zed yellow and

~ blask ‘birds were a delight to wateh as they: poked into: cracks in
_the’ bark ‘and’ searched behind leaves., Tree~sparrows thought they
‘weére house-sparrows as 'they . squabbled .over scraps thrown on the.
lawn, while a hen’ sunbird of unknown.identity busily, sucked from
"the blue flowers of the creeper in the hedge. House- swifts .
.scréamed about their rest under the eaves.as they rushed: about the
"business of feeding their two offspring.

AlWays where there ‘were suitable thickets not too close to
houses there were Jungleé ¢réws and the -smallery - sleeker house-
crows, comparable to our’carrion‘crows. and jackdaws. Near lakes
there was often to oe seen the magnificent white-throated
kingfisher, a large- - bird, eleven inches: long;with. contrasting
chocolate~ coloured head: and belly and dazzling.white throat and
“with’ gleaming blue.back, wings. and-tail.; It. sgems its dint L

" includes’ large‘insects: and small reptiles as:-well as fish because

it would oftern perch away from-the water edge to cast an eye, OVer
| the adjacent vegetation. Iy oo S - :

If we could get along the road to some secondary Jungle
before dawn it was possible to eee many other birds; an old dead
“tree was of absorbing interest to & goldenrbacked. woodpecker and
the brilliant copper-smith barbet could be seen on-a high perch
giving out its monotonols; tonking call. - A harsh- cry attracted
attention to ‘a racket-tailed dronge, a -wonderful:. 51ght as it flew
- by, and a' Ioud scolding chitter (which might have been made by a
large magpie) came surprisingly from a small squirrel.

A little further :down - -the road was -a. spot favoured by a
troupe Qﬁ long~tailled macaques’ . These belong to the crab-eating
Cgroup- ‘but | Were a lidng way from: the sea; The adults were light

gingery-brown ‘on “the back: shading to grey but the new babies mWere
black r : :

‘ W Barely a mile from: the -house. stands -the National Museum, a
fpleasant ‘building with a strongly- eastern aura, which houses.a
faseinating ‘collectidn of many interests. Under 1ts wide eaves a
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noigy colony. of greenagbossy atarling§ had squendedqtheir nqsta{
aftethhe ﬁashion of ewifts. f; e gt : 11:-_ i

e . e

‘:,.:Thrt

For ‘mhe - thefvisit to-Malayaia waa ~fullof high lxghts but
perhapa the «wisit . to Paman Negara.wtha National. .Fark, musat .- shine
labovéithe “festi =8eventeen: of MEgiled:by=a young: Chlgesencalled
John, setuoff by-minibuas  from thé: MaJestlc;Hotel foregourt. at,q,,
? a.m. By about mid- -day we had reached Kuala Lipis, very near the
centre of:the peninsular,;for lunchrat.the rest:-house.s :On the
way ‘we had Béenitwo. siamdngs climbing & strengling.fig.npear the:
roadside and:ar#mart=looking cinnamon;bit4ern hunting;in. .a;paddy.
field.' The most:spectacular sight .was a rhipnocereos:hornbikl-which
flew low. acrobs: the road just in front: of- uBs Thlﬁ Bplendld bird
is- four feet long molmodue ol D wmllagken oo dln e 0 gt

T ;Y "'..'r:;'::.;. TR s faon

The mlnorfroad from Kuala Lipis soon became«a!dgpty 51ng1§-A
track and then petered out oX the banks of. the brown:-Pahang river.
From here our movement was to be by boat or on foot; at one time
theboats would-have: been:paddled,  how,,powerful- outboard motors

~drive:the:.forty+-foot craft. along at fifteen knotsi:;We unloaded -
the:inindibus and/ theérey: about? fifty,feet -below, . wWere: the- two: boats,
their tin roofs - gleaming: in. theﬂsun,n.Webdesoendegrthe,ir?egulgr“
steps,cut:in the slippery: clay bank and: hgld up by old-logs and .
boardsjwith -some. difficudty, My impedimefite- ¢onsieted: of a gripy
as1leathers hold~all- containdng m&mgré4v&en@£gﬁand;matﬁrsnasainegu
-eamera, arpair of 10 x 50 binocculars, e:tassette: recprder-and. a.
Chinese: frying. pamw. ~It was this:last: itew that caused o Lot. of.
amusement, to some because-they recognised it and. yonderg what I
was going to c¢ook, to others because it was unfamiliar. “When I
told these pecple: it was.a paraboilc.ref;ectprﬁ there\was 8.
baffled 51lenea on all 514951,. ;,5 G Cj A lin et

After the Joltnng of thg minibps oyer miles of laﬁs than .
desirable road surfaceyi the. smoothrprogress by‘rlver was 3 p}gas—
ure in spite of the .roapr. of. thevengiﬂe,echoing back from the =
primeval rain forest-and the .drigzle, that had begun to. alant ip%o

- our faces.  The thirty miles. were. full .cf, mpterest. _Bamboo fish-
* traps could ber Been ab;.gach kampong. and canoes, of various sizes
to suit-ohildren .or adults, water. bqiﬁalo grazed w1th.xhe hump-T
batkedd -dwarf: caqtlg, and .countless heerﬁatars hawkgﬁllnsects from
 fawoured jperches. . The ‘white~-throated kingflahgxs each had thelr
beat -and a huge storkﬁbilled kingfisher{eyeq.us warily from a . rw
fallen tree. - Three mouthern pied. hornbills £lapped and.gllded
»Heross the: river to s lofty perch and watched, curiously as we
roared .bys «: grey-headed, fish eagle. prepaned for a. nap in a b;g
tree, ignoring 'the noise comple&ely.erqd—rqued ﬁyallows and”fhe
big ofork«tailed swifts:.skimmed over .thg water at tw1ce our speed
, ,.[. S eyt B :

After two and a half hours we dlsembarked at'Kuala Tahan and
carried our -gear up-a;hundred-foot bank and were directed to self-
eontained chalets-designed for two ox -four.persansg. .. Thls was 2
Junexpeected rluxury,velegtric «light fromia lange+diese;Jgenératog
showers, iand acpleasant dining hall; :hut there was. liQQle finme £o
admire ‘the mod. &ens. - There was stimg on;y for.a quick’ aortie,‘in
the rain,; “whi¢hshad-bhecome; heavier,Jtp v1gw pn9speqts for the n@xt
day. Then it wWas: dlnnen time and goon became dark. e

T R " fron F A

After dinner I (with Bniéﬁ Lebnard from 31ngappre) collected
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insects. Large flyirg ants{ ¢phemerids, cicadas, praying mantids,
venomous, night-flying bees were among. the ! hordes that c¢ame .to- the
verandah lights. ‘The ubiquitous geckos were there too and sgo was
a large spider thats ¢ould: hide in ‘the Jaints ‘between bricks’ or in
the rebates between- boards by - strétching ‘the first twd pairs of
-legs forwards and /tHe-last - two backwards, in-a seemingly umnatural
pose' but 1t did achleve the splder 5 narrowest shape thls way.

At mldnlght the generator ‘was. sw1tched off and having llt

- the 1néect—repe11ent coil I Went to'bed-leaving theslight switch:
- on so that thé generator would wake’ me - at- five. .This worked- well
-and I-was able to'get to a suitdable” place: in- ‘time. for the dawn.
activity 'at 6 a.m. Aftetr breakfast at 8 a.m. we:walked along:a
jungle track to a suitable place for swimming and:.on the way, in
a clearing around an Orang Asli Kempong, we saw a tiny rufuas-
baeked: klngflsher = which shoné like burnished gold in the
*sunlight as 1t winged away. -

. ‘The Orang Asli ‘are nomadic. aborlglnes but they had left. thls
fairly new settlement a féw’ days earlier becanse a tiger was. hunt-
ing wild" pig too near for comfort These people lead a primitive
ex1stence ard” are the only ones: allowed” to: hunt in the National
Park. “They collect’ fruits andiother parts of plants for- their
various heeds’ ‘ahd hunt/ibirds, monkéys, feer: and other small
_ animals forithe pot with blowpipes. The shelters they erect are
woven:coconut leaves on bamboo frames which: are then fixed to make
triangular huts about four' feet high. - It was not surprlslng '
-that they had moved on W1th such poor protectlon. ' S

That evening the samp was' v131ted by a palr of sambar whlch
“had learned of pickings to be had behind the cookhouse. They had
‘become tame enough for children to stroke them but lived in the
forest. nearby where presumably the activity at'the Park head-
quarters and “the noise of" péople ‘@nd- machines would keep tigers
away.‘ Agaln after dinner some More insects: were collected and -
three large ants seemed to ‘be’ hav1ng & gossip on a light gl~bejy
for a long time they Btroked -each’ others' antennae. - Again bedtime
came W1th lights out' and’ I awoke “Just -Before the' llghts came on at
5 a.nm., This was a'good mornitig for birds. A pair of southern -
pied. hornbills watched with mild Interést while T manoeuvred the
camera, three black‘magples noisily “sorteéd out a ‘domeBtic trisangle
and a delightful pair of’ blueJrumped parrots: were bitlng the
leaves from a’ Hree “tio ! clear a’ way to the fruits which they tore

. open. The stlcky pulp Wwas' drippidg from thelr ‘beaks,: but they -ate
',only the seéds. ~Geveral green pigeons were mev1ng thraugh the
trees to & nearby froiting tree #nd. @ shama.filled the forest

with its powerful mélodious song, ‘as" the uswal.shalf Hour of con-
densathn drlpped from the trees.

: After breakfast we' travelled by beat upstream to Kuala-
_Kenyam, Whlch ‘Wwas ‘an ex01t1ng two Hours as there were .seven sets
of rapids to negotlate. ‘The sound ef s baling was ‘often heard. . It
was prudent to haveia ‘plagtic mac back “to ‘front ‘across the knees
8o 'that it ‘cotld “bé - jerked rlght ‘overone's -head, .when white
Water came splashing in,"to: iprotect the -caméras.and ‘recorder.

Just. as we approached the tail of one’ ‘det of rapids the engine
cut out; the boatmen reacted quickly to paddle and pole us into
the lee of ‘some Iargeé Bouldérs,; where thé fault was.remedied.
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R tHe top ‘of “the steps where We: disembarked -at.Kuala Kenyan
was - a- €u1fp ‘tree’coveréd rin-red: flowers:that -were crlnkled ag if
made ‘6af paper{’ Thereé were abeut. .three dozen -spider. hunters .. .
feeding and squabbling ‘aboutthe: bree» These birds .are. speckleq,
“predomirnaitly bréwn; ‘aboutf the raize ‘of;.a~thrush:and- with a long.
curved:, problng beak., For about an hour we watched them and
suddehly £héy were gone.f ‘A young.:southern,pied hornbill sat in a
tree waltiﬁg Yor' its nother  but- she: was: dieturbed and, did- not
come’, Even%ually Bhe c¢alled - from a tree- about a: hpndred yards
away and the yeuﬂg bird flew tor jodn, herv) etires o ol

G DIN I -_-‘ 1 .Y N

The lbud “éhee ong" callfof a hill mynah echoed about the
setﬁlement But: ib-WaBJdmpossiblexta get . the- direstion- accurately
enough £6r dhy Rope' of: Beeing: thre -birdi. It was an excitingly .
vigorous ‘sbund.” On- onerbf*uw excﬁrsiona apTosP: A plearing, wpich
Hotle Malaysi had been' fencing' for their:animals, a pair of . quail. -
-exploded An ny face ‘es T nearly;stepped ‘on- them.: Later,“when 2
party which had walked to see some caves returned, they fed the
local: Towls with: %ﬁe IEEBﬁbs,mhﬁch were. adhering to their jungle
boots and trousersrd-Oniy onel persoft was: bitten. by a leech, which
found Sts’ Wel inwddé her:shirt: and: attached itself to her: mavel.
For%unately, ‘these ﬂthries ‘bBleed well :and so.-clear out- possible
1nfbctloﬁ. It Can take up tb‘three oD fnur'huurs to Btop-_f+f-

.'-..\r;l .'n NE

After a llght evening meal a flock oﬁ_about ten male falry
blue-birds eppeared around the hut. They seemed to be catching-
*'Eome’ insecHé-ds “tHey 'chadeéd about uttering -sharp calls. for- about
five' minutes. Then—they too ‘disappeared. as ‘quickly -as -they came.
A pair of‘green ‘bFoAFb1TTE were secking a Toost and -just when dt

' seemed all didrngl birds would have gone to'bedza huge rhlnoceros‘

Hornbill ‘flew over ‘at ‘tree- top level. “This must rank as my: best
blrd-watchlng haIf-hour.u e : v e Ed P T T

Four'of us sat up’ for another haur:orisg: .and vateched: the
troplcai ‘rain’ pelﬁ down ‘fiomia fclold that had ‘obliterated -the: -gun -
set. Then/ as" “there ‘were AU Xights. here, we, retlredaearly. Thls
was prdbably a mistake; as T wak~-gedred to about five hours'.
Bleep. Whéen ITawoke” T was surevthat-it was. coming: laght so I.
“¢limbed ‘out of ‘the moequltOrnet :and. dressed . quietly, ;trying not
‘to disturb-ahyéne elsés: ‘Then,’ 8tealthily, I crept- out-with my -
“iddfleray -rétopder, Chinese frying-pan soundsrefilector and bimocu-
lars; but John, the Chinese guide,:was ailight:sleeper and.quietly
said "It is only. quarter past two, you know'. Then I made my
second mistake by going ‘back to bedy where.the late nights and
“early- mOrnings caught ‘uprwith me and I-had to6 be: wakened to catch
the boa% back té the main cémp for breakfast. v s g

As though’to provide x:-v grand finale to. ¢his marvel&ous v151t
to Taman Negara the ”chérry" tree behind the dlning room was ..

“{h “the bright slrni.. The icotkst arénlike: blackbirds,: but.with a
stunning. blue—b?%wn, nape, bdtk andirump. ~Besh:of alliwas a,. -
Tomily- ‘of’ tHinpoéros hornbillsiy: huges: black. and,white, with ;.
yellow and: red casque-above ‘their! 1arge ‘yeldow bills.- The cock
flew off ‘butt-the hen' rémained td feed the single yopng blrd with
the ridiculously small fruits S AN S BRI <

TJ /
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‘ The journey ‘back to Kuala Lumpur seemed-much shorter than the
journey ‘out ‘dnd We''s86n‘joined thé- federal highway. which carried-
us into the city-centre where for.several:miles, the primeval-
‘forest had ‘beéh' reéplaced by secondary.growth, ‘largely composed- of
steel and concrete of great helght and* Indetermlnate culture.-

"Given tHe chance, the plants of Malay51a grow luxurlously,
being_favoured,by ‘neay optimumiconditions-all-the-year, -No part
of “the peninstila’  is more than about seventy miles from either
the Indian or Pacific Ocean,. 80 rainfa%l is always . adequate and
temperature does not vary much from 30°C. The climax vegetation
isflargély-trdpicalfrain forest, even on'thé highest hills,
except in some’'coabtal regions where coconut’ palms or mangroves
flourlsh Because high winds are:rare, trees.can grow. tall,. S
straight  and fairly ‘slenderi .. Many forest.trees have. trunks which
tower smocothly and elegantly above their buttresses for one hun-
dred and- fifty feet or more before/ produecing any branches. . .

Everywhere there are epiphytes, ferns, pitcher plants,
~orchids and mosses. ' The: lethal strangling figs may .be ‘seen in

the cities as well as in: the' forests sending down thelr llanas
from even 'the highest trees; eventumally -killing off the- host, its
rotting trunk replaced with a multiplicity of roots.. A wealth of
climbing plants, such as we struggle to keep alive as house
plants, grow rampantly. ‘

Forest clearlngs soon become populated with tall lalang grasgs
‘and a variety ‘of other herbs, as well as small shrubs and the .
“inevitable tree seedlings. that would take over if grazing and
- nibbling animals .did not keep them down. Road51de ‘verges are, cut
at irregular intervals and hecome a habitat for delightful creep-
ing ferns, sensitive plants and a tangle-of many others. :

Malacca, a day trip.from-Kuala Lumpur, is-an ancient town
"with a turbulent history, reflected.in-the variety .of architecture
that has. ‘accumulated over . the centunies. A glance over the sea
wall ‘anywhere along the esplanade.shows gome other changes that
have occurreds ‘Plie yellowy=brown, muddy watér and the thousands _
of mudskippers are probably remnantsfof asone-time ‘mangrove swamp,
lohg sincé’ drainéd andvburned off, A+hupdred-miles to. -the ‘north
at Kuala Selangor ‘the! mangtove- swamps are belng burned and drained
-today. It is’ aalled progress. ! \

" The east- coast is: famous for its turtles.- Green turtles and
"theé great Pacific leatherbacks may be¢ :seen burying: their eggs on:
8elected beaches, from April to September. :Young men:.and boys . -
‘keep a look-out for them, careful not to turn them back. As soon
as a female has hatuled up far enough and begun to dig, she
reaches the point of no return;-then it is safe to collect a
small fee from tourists and to gather close. to watch

‘We’ arrlved at snch a beach at about 10. 30 ‘Pefs and prepared
for a wait of unknown duretiiom. 'Thé beach:consisted of coarse-
sand and extended for a'‘couple of-miles: in:'.each direectdion, then
outcrops of rocks separated it. from the next beaches. I had. been
up and about since F a.m. and. was glad that a. smaill lad was
doing the leg work for us. So we settled on.the warm .sand and
watched the full moon rising high over the South China Sea and
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listened to the soughing of the waves as the. tide approached dts .
peak. The warm’ breeze that ‘ruffled the palms combined with every-
thing else ' to make me feel 'very :dfowsys . .I was.vaguely aware that
two of ‘the "Bicknéll 'béys had dsked for. the car keya to geta - -
‘drink and-some’ timé later there seemed to-be g bit of. bother.,,w'
After gome - MEo-ing and fro=ing" ; -I-became aware that they had
locked the keys in“tHe ear apd theé:Bpares were ten: miles away 13
the chalets:’ F0rtunately, a combination of ‘d-slightly-open- window
and a piece of ‘wire enabled the sitnaticn to be remedled Just as
news of - a turtle arrz#ed.zv T - S R S

el

. It was a green turtle a quarter of a mile wway. We walked
‘4long the''narrow strip of wet ‘sandd4s the tide receded;. thedry
gand was too mobile for eomfort.- - Whem'we came to the tracks,: .
about three feet wide; ‘as™ though d:'miniature tank:had-emérged from
the sea, we follbwed thém, marvelling at the effort these animals
make to propogate their spe01es.. . R B B
e ‘The turtie was lying ih a saucey- shaped hollow about five
-feet ‘in diameter and eighteen inches'deep,; with a-déeper. trough
in the ¢entre in which the: eggs lay,~round, white and dented.; S e
began‘filling in almost -at once and’ was:.oblivious of. several: -
'people quite close, one with-a flash gun., "With:considerable: power
she madeé’ great sweeping"’ motiohs  with her flippers, shooting. the
dry sand’ backwards and sometimes, if she kit a root high over.
”Dur heads. ‘Every two br three strokes,’she would rest ‘with &
16ud” ‘sighy’ continU1ng she not- only moved: slowly round but: also =
slowly forward, In this way she moved a vast amount of sand and
left a- disturbed area’ about’ twelve or'more ‘feet in diameter.- ThlB
woald normally have entailed a- ‘great: deal” of' digging to find. the
eggs, but the wily lads had marked them with a stick, replaced :
several times as she knocked it down. They began dig 1ng them
out as” soon as she began to move back to the ‘saE Co i

The whole process take8<two or-three hours and 1t must bo ,
very exhausting for an amimal so ddapted for loécomotion in water.
I felt relief and genuine pleasure as she’ regained her. natural -
element. She must have ‘felt much the same as the warm water.
buoyed her up and removed‘the'sand ‘from ‘every scale and giroove,

. especially to haVe the sand*plastered gelatinousn"tearsﬂ;washed
.f,rom her eyes. T ’ c Co

Most. of the eggs laid find their way at dawn to the food

markets, but it is not a1l -in vain. ' The Goveérnment has: restricted
- beaches from ‘which the' ‘eggs are collected ‘oly by ‘officials who
re—1nter them in batches of fifty ‘iBach batch ‘is labelled on -a.
stick W1th a record of the female,'if tagge@ ‘and 'the date. - In '
this way, one hHundred- thoueand eges are protected each year.' If
there are not enough collected some are bouwght with:the aid of
the World Wildlife Fund. " ‘The" éggs take fifty-four days.to hatch
fand two days before they ‘ave due, the batdh i& ‘surrounded. by .a
barrier ‘of half- inch-mesh wire netting about one . foot in diameter.
The young usually emerge 4t “night'y -collections are made at mid-.
night and at dawn. “Each collection "is-immédiately taken out-by:
boat and dispersed widely to make it -more difficult for predators
to catch them.

Swimming in Malaysia is superb for people as well as for
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turtles. Every hotel of note and many houses have ‘splendid out—
door pools. The rivers:near their sources are clean enough for
swimmiﬁg'and are eSpeclally good fun at waterfalls. That is, if
you do rot obgect to ‘swimming in water the .colour of :freshly .
brewed tea, For ne, the sea was:-in-a sp301a1 class, warm, buoyant
salty and:with frequent patcles of 'stagshorn .coral among which =
brilliantly coloured-vrasses, striped angel fish, yellow-tailed.
fish, abudefdufs (portly-and pompous looking) and small .spotted
grfoupers could: ‘be- seen ‘nervously ‘inspecting one's. feet. ‘At any
sudden movement they. would all vanish into the .sharp coral:forest
to appear again when their cur1051ty overcame their fear.

It ‘was’ on. the way home from. Penang that we saw lotus "1111es":_]
growing in'a roadside drain. I was looking for,these in a reach-
‘able. position, having- seen: about half ‘an-acre of them in. the
lake gardens:-at:Taiping: ‘I hoped to obtain a fruit,. like a squat
ice-cream cornet with small holes.in the.top.:- These.capsules were
held on individual stems about two feet above the water and pre-
sumably disperse’seeds by a.censer mechanism, .We stopped the car
and - I walked back to'see. whether. I could get one., The plants were:
in a. broéad draln, but there was. a harrow-ditch-and a small bank.
covered.in dry, dusty grass:on my side.:.Se, choosing a-place
~where I could:step:over the narrow dlteh I_d1d that. What a sur~
prise. The bank proved to be non-existent, the dry, dusty grass
gave:way and I was sprawling on a heaving mass .of very wet veg- -
etation. I could feel nothing seolid. at:all and was in water up. to
my knées and elbows,. 8ince every force has .an; equal and - opp051te
one, I was unable to. -get out.  Every time I tried to. stand the
vegetation sank deeper. HOWever, by: this. tlme Ted had overcome
his"laughter -enough to render me. ass1stance, but I did. not reaoh
the lotus° R i

Arriv1ng back in Kuala Lumpur,.a city ofginteresting con-
trasts, we saw:~ blocks of high rise flats and dingy rooms over
small ‘shops which :themselves- contrast with giant Emporia,. dukious
looking hotels and luxurious: towers like the Kuala Lumpur Hilton
or the ultra modern weighteehr - storey Federal. Hotel topped by 1ts
revolving restaurant. -The guaint old mOBque which sits at the
geographical centre.-of..the city where the two rlvers meet. - the
name Kuala Lumpur. means muddy. riyer mouth and: they both are .m .
has a timeless dignity in. common with the magnificent. new Natlonal
Mosque of which the Muslims are Justly proud

Ve

t

The fine Natlonal Museum, llke the new Natlonal Mosque,
although modern has retained :the Moorish 1nfluence and looks right
in Malay51a._ So. too.do the- Clty Offlces, the General Post Offlce,
the Secretariat . off;ces and :the :fine railway statlon, all- bullt '
during the'Victorian-ena by the Brltish , and T felt a flicker" of
pride that we had -dope something well. ] But, ln case we .should -
become too carrnied away by our- prlde, 1 should llke to leave: you
with this quote from the, Guide: to Malay51a, "Before constructlon
.of -a rnew.building could. begin,-the. plans had to be. submltted to_
the U.K. for approval, -The plans for the Rallway Station were
rejected until another design of the-roof _was made, capable of
holding three feet of snow" o : § ¢ :
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SupplemenﬁiﬁdfﬁhéfI$§tﬁéfﬁt£¢3bqpidop&era

of Moor Copse Nature Reserve

t '; "-- - ‘-‘ a4 : o :F #‘L -” L.L (' )
Notiénélatuse A per-Kioet aﬁﬁzntncks, Cheek List of British
Insects, Second Editlbﬂl(RﬂVﬂSGﬂ) Becember, 1972...-

bt il

ST e D SRR RV T

Eulithl$ prunata (L ) S o The! Phoenix s
.'Peri;oma bifaclata LHaw ).;: 1 qu;f | Barred Rivulét

Euplthecia centaureata (D & S ) o Liﬁé-speck Pugr

E. ipterata (1) f"f _|'_ “‘q: Tawny Spéckied Pug

Aplocera efformata (Guenee) rt%' *”“ '“ Ieésér Treble-bar _

.Ennomgs quercinarla (Hufn ) .;ii:k':;i?'nugust.fhbrn ::

Lymantria monacha (L.) o "“ . . Blaeck: Arches o “.ri#ﬂ;

Noctua'iﬁ%e§jgétéi(HUbn.) Least Yellow Underwing

Xestia sexstrigata (Haw.) Six~-striped Rustic

Hadena rivularis (Fabr.) " The Campion

Tholera cespitis (D. & Q.) o Hedge Rustic

Cryphia domestica (Hufn.) ' ‘ Marﬁiéa Beauty

Mormo maura (L.) 014 Lady

Ipimorpha subtusa (D. & 5.) The Olive

Apamea scolopacina (Eéﬁ;jjlﬁ_f  _7’l “' 8lender Brindlé
ffMééorigia furuncula (D & CE e | ;.; Cloaked Mlnor
rnréﬁobia ochroleuga (D & Sm): 'fh:Dgaky'Sallgw:

'Hoplodrina ambigﬁé (D &>sq; Vine's.Rustic

Catocala nupta (L ) - o .-fiqbtiaﬁt iﬁifReagﬁnéerQiné fi

Schrankla costaestrlgalis (Stephens) Pinion;streé%éd.Snout

This brings the species total fop the Reserve to 306.
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Butterflies in a ‘Suburban Garden

Members who have seen the study of insects in a suburban
garden by D. F, & J. Owen in Envirosmental Conservation 2 (1) or
the notice of it in the part of Habitat for June 1975 will have
noted that: fifteen spedies of butterfly were recently caught. in.

a suburban garden in, Leidester and that this reéepresents about
two-fifths of the species redorded at Monks Wood since 1960 and
about a quarter of the British list. Reading this prompted me to
get out my notebooks. and see how many species I have noted in my
garden in south Reading over the years., I find that, including a
queried but I- think almost certainly correct record of 'a Painted
Lady in 1949, the total is exactly flfteen. "Even if that record
is incorrect, a Painted Lady that I saw this summer.a few gardens
away may well have visited me whilé I was out. My visitors have
included both- the Orange Tip and the Comma, which the Owens were
particularly encouraged to see as they associate them with the
countryside; though I must say that I have always regarded the
Comma as a garden butterfly. The other species I noted were” the’
Large, Small and Green-veined Whites, Brlmstone, Speckled Wood,
Gatekeeper, Wall, Small Tortoiseshell, Red° Admlral Peacock,
Small Copper and,Holly Blue. : .

L. E. Cobb
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Rhynchodemus -terrestris (A land planarien),

Rhynéhodemus'ferrestris was found beneath a-atone in -an area
of permanent pasture in Whiteknights Park, Reading, on 6th March,
1975. Records of land planarians are very few, probably because
they are not even known to exist by most zoologlsts and when.:
seen the superflclal Aappearance is not‘unlike that of a slug.

This may well be the flrst record for Berkshlre.

' D C F Cotton
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