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i '. Me e t:tngsand ,- E/X.c'\lTsi:ons .1973-74 

The winter programme of JVert1.ng 'rri~et:i.rigsopened on October 18th 
with the AnnualrGene:ral c Meetil1g, : at:){hic'll ' Ml."~ R.l R,. G~rter delivered his 
Presidential Address on The Present status of Mammals in the Reading Area 
(attendance 36). Films were ~nown <Jat one meeting (48) and Members' 
evenings of Films, Talks and Exhibits were held on December 13th (29) 
and March 21st (54). The lectures given ,at ·, the remaining seven meetings 
were 'Man's Effects upon the Genetics of Wild Plants', by Dr. R. W. 
Sn<;l'ydq~ - C~~) i 'Pf~~ts ,of '~'ier~a 4el,lu~~9.', , . ~y , Dr.D!M~ ~~o.re (39); 
'Birg :r+i;gg~ ' . ~,,?y': ·\ Prof~s~or K. ·.·~:iJhlt~ss J36t; -. ; ~Pr~ct~J~al ,~proQl~.ms '· ot: ... ,.. 
Natu:t;~Reserve ·Ma.n~geni~~t' .t ;~t- t.b\s ,!. q- ~ :. BuchaJ:lan .:(33H . 'The Rc:>le of _. , 
Con~er.vation. ,in . G~~~~~cu~d · Physiogr~p~y'. , B~ :~r. ~ ~~E . ., : ~~u.bb~ ~i2??; . . 
'Th~ t~s~c~s ~ of'~;:,it!E3h"He~gero~fii'tbY ' l?r; H~ r., ,vi;l~Emden :(47); '"and 

~ '~u~c~ _; ElmD1:se~se t' ·~ . •• b~ ; Dr;J ·~ ' N ~ 1 ~i9bs (~9~ . " . ' . ; 

Winter walks were taken ; on ~ Nove~ber 17th ~ to Chazey Wood ~ (9); '. ' . 
J;>~?ember l.51fh, fOf ~~rt;is 1?-nd , ~ichens . ~7~;. J~nuaI7 +?th, to Burg~field 

_ forb.irds (18); · ·.tebruary19th, . ·. to · Ch~ckEindon(8"; aild ~arch9tht to 
- : Cieeveformof3s~e " (8)': ' - . . , ' . _ . . . . . 

' .~ t,: " ~~ " ..... . 0' ." " :\, - " ." r . ,·;·: . _ , ~:'. 

~. ( ' . ' • -i ' . . . . .' ; . : r- . : • I . . .... ~ " • • • ; . 

... · The field 'excur$:J,.ons during the ' summ~r ' were as follows: April 
6tfi," streatiey ' Ril'l 'area : (38) '; " : Ap~il : ' 20~th; ' Ashamps:tead area. ' (32); . 
Ma~.,i6t '~ ~~~nini- ~~ur.siG~ .~o· ~' S~~2.ftf~~(r sa~e ~23); M~;Y ' 4ill " Ufton " i 

Woods '; 11a.y15tht ' ev~ning · excursiotl · t 'oGre~t Lea Common' aJld" local gravel 
pit~ (23); : Mai ' 18th~ Thames-~:J,.'de wallt f~om streatiey to Wal11ngf'ord'; 
May ?2l.ld. e~~hing ' ~x6urSi6~ , t 9 ~ood~~n4: in tlle : 'Kar1ow ar~a.: ' ( lA) ; June 
1st., ; Berrl\~'~'o(FR~ser'v:e and Wick: C'Opse: (23); June i '2th, even1hg excl,1r:' 
~~~h. _ t9 Su±~ain ' w?'6d.s _ C.i8) ; ;·,. ji.me , 15thf.~ coa.ch . excur~ibn t~ · C~ddf).r; th~ ­
M~nd1ps and Brean Dbwn , (40); ' June' 29:t;h, ' Chinnor Hill Reserve' (10'; 
JUly t 6th '~ ' disiUS~d: ' railwayi.' line J. cl. e Herm! ta'ge (26) '; July . 13th t ,Warren ' " 
Bank Reserve (14); July 26th, evening excursion to M60!r~ Copse Ireservi{' 
(17); J\lly 27th~ Silchester Common and Pamb,er Heath (20); August lOth, 
Thur$~ey Common: Reserve~ Stitre'y(lO); . AuguQ't24th, :Wargfave Marsh 
Reserve.; i( ~ ~ : 30)"; , Sept'~Ihber 7th'; C~obham : COfpm:on, (c~ lp); Sep~'~V1ber 
2l'st, Sa~ernak.e Fo~est (c~ 30); ' ,9c,t ,oper 5~h', . tun~~s . ~C'rit:(; in' ~en~e 
WOO.d, . (Hel'~itage (c.30)~ : octob~,() .. 9.~h,Fun$U~, . F9ra~1r the Basildon 
areac. 25) ;~ , ' , ,, ' .' . . ., ~ ' . ' "' " -

~ - -~ - ~ ' ~ ~ - - ~ - - -' ~ . ~ - - - -



The Present status ;,of · the Ma.mmals of " the Reading Area 

The Presidenti~l. ,A~,dress 
' ; '\' " , .J 

". ':· t '() ·the 'Rel1ding "ian.d District ,Natural Hist'm~'Y ' ~ Society '; .'-l, 
.. .~. 

", .. .. ' 
-'-. ' '- 'f ~ ,- -' - '; : '. . : , . ... ' ,1. . (~ _ . ,:, 

' \ , _L : ' ,' \ ' .. : . ;- ~ -. -" ) 

\ .: - .'": .'! . ', . 

'. 
.J , " 

' ; ' ! 

',tt ;i,s ,:nqw , j~~t j Lt6 ~ y,eq.rs: ~ipc~ ,W.A t " siriaiic~~~e" ' r~viewe4 :; tb~ sta~~s ' 
of the localm.ai~f : ~~p~ile~ ,and 'amphj::l5i~ns ' ~~theSocietY,'6 Jir~~ , 
publ:l.~~tion·,. ;Vol. lo' n~ '~ ' loi' ,Que.estioiH1S ; Naturales.~ " Sinc'ethen . ma~y , 
changes b.a';~ , t~en,; placel?otll il1,.the fa-ce ,'of 'the laJ;),Qscape and in~he 
mammal population, 'and now that ' th~ ' 9tfices of. . Presid~nt ancl ,Re,<;9rdeX' 
for Vertebrates are for the ' time being combined inm;t own person 'it ' seems 
opport¥~e , tQ t~k~ a fresh ~~c;)k . a~ ~hesit\1.at~~m. ~ 

~ ;- " ~ - '. ""'r _ ., _ -] - i ' ;' : ... . ,' ' : ' . "' , , " , - . ~ '.~ . ~ ' .. ' ,.. '-f . :: - - . 

. Sma~l~om~,i:) inentiotteq.<27 ' tnaimnal:i~nspec1es j, ' I , ·. ~hall ' ~enti6n ' )2 .';t'he 
difference is made up of two losses and - 7'aciditi6n~' j S~y~poftl;le changes 
are real, whereas the other two merely reflect an improvement in our 
knowl~dge of , "t~erespecti.ve siPepi~s. l <1e91il1e to , b,~:I.ieve that in 1933 
the mo~se;;ea~eJL batM;(?tismio~is:Aci~~7.p~:r '~ae'" anYth.ing ~ more , ~han ; ~ ,: r~:r;'~ 
vagra:nt, ' .or t1,1~t .. the bank vole Clethrl.p.!jlomys ; gl9-re,olus ,Sgp.reber c9~ld" . , 
not ,nave , qe~n~ouXld , her~ : byan,~arneet en.Q.u;irer" arm~d with half. a. d,o~,en 
mou~e,~traps an,g a . gOOd ~ ;ifl~~ of whel?~ .~ 0 ":J~'t .. "them. Th~~m~ geri\line' 16ss , 
is tPE: red ~quirrel Scllll,-uS vul~~rr.s . f,., ~iii~h " h'~~ : I?~~!e,duIl~l.e to, com:" 
pet!!' 'r0I?- eq:U~t~er~s , w~tll,its 13e.olog~p;fl . riy,~,~ t1,1e g;,~y" squ~rr~~' r .$eiurus 
car011.n,enEi;i.s ,Gmelin. . .In., :return we p,ave g~i~ed . q.ve .l?iPec;t.es cf .,dee;r an~ , 
one c~n~vor~1 , ~he minlf. · +I), ; aqd~,~~,,9n~ '. ~ th~ ' blp.q~ , r~fr~C, musk, . ra~ ;i an4 ,.co~pu 
have .. a.l.1 . ;t>eeI) , ~~ large in", or arou:p.d, ,9~r~arf3a , butlfav,e. not. , p.roved , ~l\>l~ : ;t() 
esjft:~l~Bb ' t.h~ms~;ves • ." " ". '. '. 'L , ' -,' , " " ,' " ) ; ' f' " 

'; I ha'Ve"~ alr~~'dy '~ef~r,;~dto : th~ , ~9~~~~~,;j.ed ' baJ, ', wh~Ch , ~n)&~l~.omh~. 
cal.J..e.dt,he 'great ,grey ', and there' i ,8 ', p.q' he~d ',rfor,~una1:eiy , .. ,beci~¥se , t , , -: ", 
know little about'" them and they are Be,~do{nj reported )'.',to deal' ,ilL detail , 
with the remaiiling bat,~, whose , status : ~?-s ', admir~bly'. summarise? ,~y ', . " 
Michael Hardy in 1966 (Read'ing Naturalist no~' 19) and ' has not :. chan,ge'd _, 
appreciably since then. The pipistrelle - Pipistrellus pipistreiius ' 
(Schreber.) - is the commonest species, usually seen hunting around 
isolated trees or tall hedges. The noctule - Nlctalus noctula (Schreber) 
- is also quite common and often seen in the vicinity of water. The 
long-eared bat - Plecotus auritus. (L.) - is, perhaps a little less common 
than the noctule and .. cez::!;~:in~y . l~s.f!lgreg.~rioJls. , ?- ~p.~cj.alist in Noctuid 
moths. The outsize ears are associated with a low-powered echo-location 
apparatus, enabling it to catch species which are alerted by the power­
ful locating pulses of other bats. Daubenton's bat - Myotis daubentoni 
(Kuhl) - is much less common than our other bats and only found over water. 

The common shrew - Screx araneus L- is abundant in areas of tree cover 
hedgerows and rough pasture wherever there is f'reedom frcm disturbance by cul tivaj 

The PYOlY shrew - Sorex ninu:t'W L. - is a good deal less common 
than the preceding species, and not recorded at all from the northern­
most part of our area. This may wel1 be because observers tend to 
identify any group of shrews detected in the field by sound as common 
shrews, and the trapping which would reveal the presence of both 
species has still to be done. I believe, however, that pygmy shr~are 
,less likely to occur in grassland. The water shrew - Neomys fodians 
fennant) - is probably less abundant thaneither of the other two shrews. 
It is of course commonest in the vicinity of water, particularly shallow 



gl!"aVelly,st'r ,eams" with, ,'!tbU;ndant s:u, bm!3~ged;v~:e:~ta, ~ioll." ~ f;i~C..:¥: ::-i~~~Uf;, ~j;c _~ , 
invertebrate l1:fe::, 'but '-.as Crowprof4; ;, (L;i.fe, .of.. th~ Shrew. p. ~»J~ q~~f~~d 
and .tM- d1strlbutionmapahol'l~, ":w~t~r' , shrew.s !, c~p )~~ . f~UA.~, ~rf~ :~ir#.¥r~:~;;~!, . 
m.lnib~!'s: 'far , ,from; wa't,er. ~ They 'hav~ " bee~; taken .10~a:l:I;r: op. ~pp .~j' l j- q.~ ;",: o 
B~frkBh1re' Downs 'an!dChilt'ernq, as we~lj aspp .;a:urgh.f;i:~,l~; .Fp:~~!t~(¥,n,~~~?; j ' ~' :U 
there i,sw,ater~ : ' TheIl1ole-T,a;L;paeuro,pa~a .. ,l:t .• '!" i~ j~.bu.nd~p;~ ,,-t,¥~op.~110tU~ ,,\,~ 
area., but' ,most. obvious.· ion ;.open, gra:sslaJ}d:', , part,~cularly. ;1n tu~'~nddl:-Pr~'-:_ 
riots and~ on: .,the flatl.andbo-rderi~g the ,ri,V;,ers.: , in,9~tid~~~ . }'I~~:t, ?-,\j~~~~e 
wO'odlands . ' Provide,d ;the ,grou;nd, , r~ma;~n~, ]tlnd~st:u.rb~,~" , ;the IP;9ile s ': sy:,6I~e:)~ ,. 
of tunnels be&OmeB ,perIl1anen;t qIlq.<.;wd:. th. ~~e. ' ,gradu,al , dif!ap.p~,a:;a~ce, , 9.f , tHe!,.:, 

'molehill:s the ' , 'presen~~,' of ,:the ;an;l.JIlal:S ',~"~.s 'd'iTfi(fll!£t<;> de't~9t~ ,;th~;,; ' (L~ ~: : 
hed'gehog- Erjjnace~6: eurQpae\\B .L,, ; - 'A~qUti:te.. "c,.om.mo,n in : ~1f~u~~az: ;,~J.~tz:~~~tB : 
but:. :tessfreq1ient J.n i opEtn couIlt~" ~;t9l j.1!dge ;frqm .the., dJ.s~riput,~oIl ,}~f , ~ r, , 
~6aQ ,'c'aaual tt'ea.- ':' Being more ,noG. '\;1.lrn~l , : tllan . o~her in6ec:t:i;y:qre~;, j i#d )~av.­
ing ' the , h~b:it ; ~f, thibernation. ·it ".is .~~t:;equently ,seen ! al~v;e" a~,d iii~y. )~~ 
more ·frequent ,:,J.n ' woods and Isc:r;-qbl~I!d , than , tile ~epQrts , l; , ~~Qe~v~\'foy'~g " 
iridicate.; ., " ' - ' , , , ' . 

" ' 
" I ~' • • 

. ' . . " .. , ;. ~. - -~ ~t . ; ' · · · , ';"'.:: j' : ~J 

,:" The brown hare ~ . , Lepus capens;\,.s ;lPallfiB. ,:- is ~o~.on : ;I} ;lo:pen ~ 90't~ttr' 
including many , low~lying: ma~shy I>l~ces; also bu~ 1e/3s f~ef1ll,~Jttll ' I " , 

occurring in woodland. The number/? : f1u9~u~~~ ; :fromy.e~r; , t~yea:r~. ~Il(~ ,in 
our area at any rate they appear to fluctuate inversely wJ.th those of 
the rabbit, ", suggeetingtha.t the ,tltlO , ep;eciescomp,ete for fo.9~. B.oth 
young and aduits ,are," f·requently ') cil;l.ed Oll , roa!i~. :, The r_~bhit­
Ory.ctolague, f: ,euniculus , (L:. :) ... ie", npl'l, ~~u.nda~1:;i.fl manypar,ts' of :t~e a:~~; 
but its : distribut,ion is sti;n patc,~y. '.:. ,Rap,bits 'ar:elf\.Ost n~merou~ , in' , 
heathland, and -the 're~tare , C9ncent,ra,:r:ed , in areas , o!; wp?dlan.d ~fr:inge~nd 
scrub,particularly whe~~ . hedge,' b..~nks ~nd aban!i\Jn~d gr.ave,l pits make for 
easy tunnelling. They a,re "frecq'll(ently , ;found in,disuse.d , baage.r~et1:;s and 
on the edge of used ones. , They' are, less often killed ,by cJlr~ tha.n har,Sls. 
Sporadic local putbreakfl of , .J11Yxo~at9sis -'ate', l'epor'~f! d ,and ' probably occur 
in most : years', but have little effect, onover.;Ul riumbe.rS~ , 

, ' . 

The brown rat ' ~ Rf4,ttus n~~Vega.CH-B ,' Bez;}cenh,.out - is ~el,~ohi",r..eaoI'd;cl!' 
from, urban: areasr, though no :doubt it ',s ,t;ilT, oq~ur!3 there < "J3z:pwn ' rats are 
often found dead on 'roads ,and t~en " u~ualJ.y near farms ,. ; GOIl;sicierable , ' 
numb'ere occur at; rubbish tips anci .'a:l<::i'ng: the banks of ;r.:Lv,eirs '; es;pe().i~lly 
t1}e : Tham,~a; wet rubb:Lsh tips in 'Qld; ,grav~lp:i.ts ,are very!;,attra.c£ive.' to, 
rats. , The hOlls'e mous,e - 'M3~ 'mus9ulus "L. ~like, :the ,b.rown rat, is .urider­
retforded,. ' It: se.ems' :to . be lio lQnge;r U;biqu~t!OUB il?-,. bu:Llt-.:up ' a ,r ,eaiJ , . ~tho~h 
many :old<nuildings such ,a&J, tne ,-mOW'n ' Hall . ~~,~ still: infe~t,ed. Mo.defn " , 

, : methods of conatructi.on wh,~ch ib&ke--. lie,6~, )iB~",'6Iti,mber,.andelimin;;t,t,e" ,: ~. ,. 
- :j '6istsand skirting , hoards ' :are.; muc.h ·,i~ss. h()spl,tabie to ,m,ice .. • ; . .,M6~trec,-. 

ords in recent years have come from areas on the fringE;l,sot ,towns f ' 

especially where pets , and other small ' livestock are~ommonly kept, and 
wooden ,shedaand spi:hl~d :f6Qd prov:t.d~, s.P&lo~~r. anc! aUfl:tepal;}c'l ~ Tl1-e wood 
mouse- APodemus ".sYlvat:Lcl1s -{t.) ' ':' :;J:.s~'~v~'ry, - 'g~·nez;ally ., d~tii~ri~tit~d" apd 
may- be found ev:erywhere " exceptil):qeI,l~~ly. ' l?~il~-up .; areafl, ;'bu~ .th,e l1la;t.n 
eoneentra tions ate, :in .; wood}and, anq :ecrup t p~~~i~\11.~riy . \.jh~re the ground 
cover is discontinuous. Its long leg~ and large: ~yes " an'd e~l'f! ~re ': 
associated with the alertness, speed and agility necessary' forsu,rvival 
in" the ': open. ' , " ~ It is probablYi,.the , c.ommpnes~ , ,small,. , ~al1lIlla.l.~ j,..p. t, til-e~eading 
area.taild certainly constitut~~fl l11ajo~ity : ', of :: th,os'e ·~~k~~ '-': l,.ll ;tongwo~~l;l 
traps ,~ The yell9w';'necked , mous~ .. !;podemuB flavi,c,ollis ' (M~lcJ:1i()tYr!~~ ~ 
regarded' by . Sma~lcbmbe as a,' ra'ce p,t'!: *he , prec.~d.ingsp~cies" and , this 1 view 
was widely shared, ~t :the ,t:Une ', '!'Iht;m:,he ¥rot~" b}lt, , 'f1.ltho}l~~,, '!;> 9 t1f : foim6- ~. 
breed readily ,inr.capti:vity, m~.ny ?-ttempts" t9 ,o;p'bain hy~ids~, ;l?et,¥e,y,~_ ;them 
hav;e ,been made , without, sUcc,e/ss,. kltpol.lgp. ths3': .~re , mor:pJ1o+ogi9al+l :yery 
similar, ';' there is ,clearly a ' s~bsta:n:tial:, ge,~.e;t,i c barriep __ betw~:e'~ them, 'and 
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~hr~.r~h~!~: . :be ·c~ria1d.ered : a~ : rUl~~peoies. The, distribution of the 
yellow;"necked~ mouse tscharacteristieallythat of a relict species" ,:: 
scattere.din~ s.mal.lpockets thrOugh 'the rangeo£itsmore 6ucce.ssffu~· 
compet,it'or,the ,)iood mouse • Thereeeerris to be no 'evidence in Bri1i!lin, " 
that .yellow;';'neckedmi'ce ~havebeerl hetter able to '-survivein ahyspecial: 
type., Af ,hcib,i~at .~( compare ,red 'squirrelinpine 'woods and black rat: in . .' 
sh1;pl( aridwa.!'ehouse,s )altho'ugh ·thereis some indication of this ill ,oon~ 
tine;l?,tal ·Etirope. ' i'hedis'tribution mapof' thiss}:fecd:es shows Olle ; of these 
pocket:S in tl:l'e ' Newbury .area,' extending over a vartety , of habitat types. · 
The h~rve:St ·. m:ou,s'~ - ,Microrriysminutus (Pallas)-is dependent on dense 
stc!l~d6oftall 6to~t grasses amorig '·which ' it, climbBand builds itssul)lme.;r 
nest, b~t . in ~wfnte'r it moV~B ' underground, . ,wl):ere :. :~t,. J.s , bet~er protec ted • 
from 'weather a:ndpreqators :butis not able to breed. " Inthe " past~ this, 
a.nn~a:i 'm6femenf-:was ' completed ' beforetli" end 'of, the corn harvest and the 
species was ablato breed fr(c6rnf:1:el-dsand become :quitecommon.Now- ' 
adciy~ ' .ehe ha.rv-esting ' iscompleted earlier, Qwing to thelise of rapid : 
mechanioal methods and the development of strains of corn which are able 
1;9 r~penduring the aver~ge English summer without waiting for the fine 
spell in September. Consequehtlyth~ -ohcE! ' c:\Ptly ' named harvest mouse is 
J:low .. restricted to reed beds and is rnost humerousiu ' the valley of the " 
kenhet, ' tho~gh ' nowhere 'r~ally" common. ' .' , 

· . . - .: . " • ~ " '. . "" . t.. _ . '" I- ' 

There ' is still doUbt as' to : whether the water, ,vole -Arvicola ' 
amphibi\lsJi ;~) ... is a full spe:ei.es cbnfined , to Britain or . merely a race 
bf· the c'ontine'rital A. terrestr~ts ·: {-L.}, ;: which diffete;,· .slight~y'_ in si~e 
and sOf1le : m.inor points 'of 'st-ruct:ure' and is much less 'aquatic in habit. 
Non~aqua.ti'c · PP'Puiations ' of water -vole have been di:seovered;:' in, Britain 
but not in >ou.rarea,: where ' the species " is 'abundant along, t 'he larger, 

" \>i.atercours~sandtlie margins of lakes and gravel pi ts. , The short­
' .ta.iled vol~-': ' ~icrotu's ' agre'Btis> (L'.) ;.. is the common voleo! · grassland" 
and also ihva.-des - youhgplantatio'ns where : 'its, numbers may reachpJ.:ague , ·' 
proportions. This' is more ' usual 'in the : seve-i"er climate Q,! the north o'f 
Britain but a case was reported this year at Maidenhatch. The bank 

. , vole~ ..: Cleth'rionomyS glareolus Schreber·· ... :i.,s less· numerous than the 
"other two .voles and occurs' 'chiefly in woodla.nd. In we,t riverside . w.ood~ 
it is sometim~s ,t'hepredominant' small ma.InIilal. Living 'as it does: in a 
more 'm,i;x:ed ~ha'bita:t :and under tees rigorousc:o:ndi''Oions' than the sh.ort­
tailid :vole, it's numbers are 'more: stable.:' The dormous,e- Muscardi.llus ; 
e:vel1a:naI'ius' (t.) - , -inthis area a:tleast, is, dependent· on ·ha.zel nuts 
asi.ts Cstaple diet· and therefore ,forina "small colonie£ where there , are , 
larg:estand~ of hazel - Cotylus avelQana 'L.' .. whic~ :~resuffi:ciently 

· expo'sed ·td 'sunlight to fruit f:re'ely. In ·r-EHient year.s it has .been fOund, 
· though infreque'ntly, inmost ofth-e ,Wooded parts (other thanacidh.eath-
la~d) "of ou:t a:t'ea. " . 

' ,' 

.• The gre'y 'squirrel , Scilirtts eai'blensisGme11n ' ... isabundant in al-1 
a~eas :of 'broa.d-leaved woodland,where ' itis 'frequently a pest"and .ia : 
preseri.tbut · leas numerous ' in coniferous \1Ioodl:and~' - .Tt·· isalso '(30mil1on ,in 
suburban areas and w111climb " on :ou:tld1ngs to obtain food.. It is ire-­

, qu~ntl! killed "on' roa.ds" : 
' :.. 0. " 

The : badger· - Meles ' meles · (L.) .. ia ' 6ur : cotnm'onest large carnivore, 
bu.'t it is selective in its ' cho:i.6e "of habita.tand:i ranges less widely 
1;hah the ' fox'" In a.reaao.f.::H.ght drY: sandy or ' gravelly aoils, badger ·­
s 'etts ' ar'e ' found at aria.verage spacingoi'one per kilometre. ; Not all 
s~tfa ' a.re : occupied all the , time, but more than one pair or faIhily ,wil'l 
often '~hare;;' a ' sett. · Most aet:ts . are- in . the W'ood'lancl areas 'Which , provide 
the badg'ers With the bulk of their ' f60d " and' the ,animals are not , put 
of'f ' by the ' proximity of human ' habita'ti'on1 provided the ' density, 'of human 



occupation ' i,s ,not ~sogreat, ,'p£? , ;to .ml1ke ,}digging,andhunting imp.ossib}e,. " 
ThEH stoat: ""'c:M';letela ,ermililea L.~, i~' ,comm.o~b:ut~eas often ~~e~ tll~~' its 
l!lwrIber,e.'rwoUl.ci: "w,arr;ant., , Itf1 -:nWllb~rs .,fluc,~,u,a.t~·t and ,in ,rece:Ilt ;y:,~ar.~ ,have 
coi:z.~i:il?,o:n(1~4 ·!fa:il;':by ,.c;LqCj3ely: , wj.~h ~:t,ho$e.: ' .~tJt:6 ~~,iD, ' pr.ey I. ~~E:l;~;ra,Qb'i t ;, ' bu.t 
witb, ,~t-b~. , pe.$a a~c,i1{~oughe c;lQmi.n.& '~ : ,~'Y~~t, , !ate:-~ o~ll ~~c.~ c,a~~; , e,tic,h:: ;a '; , ~ ' , 

,:del~~El,d ' re':sROnI?:EL'lj~fle~t£? , the ,( ,<!ei.;re~ :,of : bl'e,edJ.I'/:g ,i f\\f<!<?efJs J.ntb,~ pljev,~ous 
year . i t : l~ "l:!o~c,i terllls t; ones-~o~t <is ."r ,e,ported for ,ev,ery ,, 30 , ~ 40 . raQ,b~ts. 
Th~ , (Wea~~;l,c!:- Mustel;1il; ·n:\. r&li~I(. , -, ,bl\l:h~g' , m.\1C~ l,e~s ·de,pE;ndent on~ i ~in~J,~ 
prey :'species, : than :~~h~ ' E3~Qa~, ,<i6 ::I~~ssubjf1c~ , ~o .: flu~~\la~~()~ iIl "ny.~pers, 

,,~nd , eve~ J~Il y~a,r§ f' o{, : pea~ et<?~t , ~bun,danca. , ~t . is : l3:lmo§lt : t~:ice "as numer~ 
ous ~s, ',li?he larg~r c~,:pe~:!:~~. " : Bo~~ ~r.~q~E1nt ' ~ , ,~~de ,~ari~ty; ' GfhahiF:;;tt ' p'u~ 
are , probal{Ly. : 90iID10l?:~st-. i;i wcrq'~e~ --~I"Wi'fr:'l?~t l:larq~;t' , ~<? , se~ f ,the,re ,than in 
mOI1~ , open cqun,try ,., ,::; ~l?:e ' m1t\k :, :7 ,'M~stela , ,vis on S9hrebe~ ; ,,:,a seIrJi,:""aq'1-at~c 
species, has been known for a number of years in the KeI,lnet valle.y; "and . 
more recently has crossed into the upper Pang valley. ' .At the mOIrU3rit " 
thepe i,~ ; np indica ~ion of:, any; :fuz:~h~r.e~tens:i9n o~ : i ~s r~nge • 
. :"'-:' i : . ; ; . . \ , " -; . ;... ~ ~ ; .~'; r ·} ,- .-) .... . ' ... ~ , , < ;, j 

The Reading , aFea '" C8.lln9t.~ :Qe , ~~id to! P9~se~s a ~: r~sident , J;>opu~'t~iQn. 
of otters - Lutra lutra (L.) ~ but it is visited periodically by single 
animals or small groups, wh:ich as they travel across country are some­
times seen far from water. They have bOFn reported in three out of the 
last eight years. In point of numbers the fox - Vulpes vulpes (L.) -
comes close to the badger, being less gregarious but more widespread 
and adaptable in its choice of babitat. North of the Thames, calling 
foxes seem to be spaced out at the ~ate of one every two kilometres, but 
in some suburban areas_ sllchas" Til,ehurst, and_ P.adwortb there are denser 
concentrations, of fox population. Numbers appear not to fluctuate, no 
doubt because of the versatility of the animal. There does seem to have 
been a slow but ste~.dy ,in,crease in numbers in t!le past few years, but 
the unprecedented' iqti~t'i.ty:,~.'.r.ec'6rrds":: ( 7(j~ sfght1D.gs:) ' reCeived this year 
is due to an increase in observer act?-:vi~;y -rather than in the fox pop­
ulation. Somethimg over 20 a year is the usual level. 

" : Finally I cpme ''to the ' deer, 'i.rhich in several 'ways 'are' the' most 
exciting group ' otJ mammals: tci 'be studied in :o~~." area.·. " "They are spe'cta:c­
uiarti' :t.a~~e t , gregaripus: in ' mpst c'a£?es., and ,th~ir" nuinbers ' and, d~6tI'ib'ution 
have"' beeh ch~ne;ing tlri:tmat~ca:l~y~ ,:' ,8mallcbmbe omitted ' e'ven ' the falloW: :: 
de~F' : Cel-vis 'dama. t.-~ :: ; froi1{his' liBt, prohahly oh::the ' grol'1nds that any 
fa:l1ow deer wh1ch' Ci~me :t.:c, his 'IlO'ticewere" escape's from" Engl'ef'ieHl' Park': 
or pthe'r ' captiv$ h~~ds'. · Whe~her ' or" ~ot ·t'his ' wafi't~tie -in his · day', 'i t ~ 'is 
now 'certain ' tha.t:· faliow' deer ' are living ~iid' a:rid b±-eed±rik ' fr~elY":in most -,, - ... \ . 

of the large local woods. The species has a long and chequered h~story 
in this couptry and, many ar~m~nts ~~ve raged about its tr~e status, 
Borne :61aimin'g descerit:" fbrit frbm "th~ ':iai-ge;'~xtirict: Da:me: ,bli:ittoniana, 

• - .:" :' " . . ..., ," ~~ . --~ • . ' ~": . , ,'V i . ' ';. ' • • r ...• ! . ~ " _ ' ; $ 9 

noW oftl;')n considered" ~,ob'e6IilY ,an" o1:der ::tac.eof 'the'sa:mespecies', 'others 
ina.~nt~ini~g 'that if 'it :Eitr,er 'ex:t"ste'ii he~e 'irt pi~tiis'tdt-fc ';tiines it must ' 
hatre d:~ed , out and.' peen '~'i1-itF6duced by'( 'map' '~Y ,a : later' date' : : Hbwe:ver it 
gbt' h~re, it is 'tibk 'q,ur1n,bst :tonsp1cuous ahd: +ery probabJY 'our' cOln!Ilortest 
species ' of, : ~~c;r'er ::;ih' , th~B ''area,'. lyirrg :llP-1n 'dovtif: by ' day 'and' fee'dihg, ' ' , 
often :on agrJ-cultlftal land' ' brc~-ien 'i~ 'gardens., 'by night. The' :red ' ,dee'r -
Cervu"S ' elaphtifi '~(t';) ...; long ~bS=erit' frdm soutil.;.;e'ast England asa wild:­
animal, was ; ~eported ' from !l)adwor~h 't'~~'s :y'riar '-by ,an o-bservei ' weli ' a"Cqu,ain­
t ,ed With' d~~:r; hesai,i ",tWo' fh'ere ~'~gl:ither~ Although oft'iiri !asso:ciated " 
ltit'h ;''open mborl~ntI' i:~ th:ia :cou:n:t;rr , -Jpe r~&, dee'r±6' really a i'orest . 
iiiinial.: and n;ever . ·ir'eadhesitE3ful;l. " de:V:e1:'op~eht i "eitherin stat,ilre .or 'in 

' c~mple:iit;y :cif ant'le:rs "when .obli'ged; fo sUb's1st'iop the meagre diet' , 
afforded1:>Y 'h,ea't-her' 'moorlarid." .. Th'e~ ' inu~tJa:c ''';~ Muntiacusreevesi Ogi1by -
is the' most 'humerous :a.ntI well-E3stab11,sh,ed of ' rthe' ~ecently iritrodilce~ 
deerspec±es, and th~: 'on,ly' o,ne whi';ch~ i6r~eailystidces'sful :L,n ,our, grea. 

~ . .. 
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It ,htislong been .'knowId .. rithe"' Chilterns, and ea:n now be ifound soutilof' " 
the" Thames' 'from Gookllam 'to 'Hermitage,; The :main 'line 'O"f :a'4'V!=lnceis in a.' 
sciuth:~westerly "diredtion arid 51;11lc oiiti:nues 0 ' The roedeer "- " Capreolu'$ 
captecius "(1.') ... " ~as only recently arrived :in ' ourarea~ : havirtg . firet " 
been ' repdr'ted' 'in: 19'72 ai' z.16rtimer, ' though it had already beennot:tced ; .; 
Some years ago at' Virgirlia Water and 'fri 1971 ,'to : the "s'out'h ' of Newbulty. A 
nUmber ofr'eports "receiTeci this year show' that roe deer a'Ni' rapidly :-' 
spres.dingnort'hwarCls l;>etween Reaaingand ' Newbury . , 'nrid 'must a:lr-e'ady ,·haie" 
enCOlintered m"ijntjac. ; tt~em~ins ' to ,beseen ,whether :these two 's'Pec'ies", 
will be a.ble ~ 't6 ~~ c6..;exist as thaybothcio ' withfallow deer. "· Thereare ,two 
recotda of Chinese . w~ter , d~' er -Hidz<opotes inermis (Swirthbe) - from " 
Mal"ehBenhani andSilchester~ ' Although naturally semi-aqua:tic, it is , 
sid.a. tonaveadapt~ditseif ;to dryhab:ttats in Britain,. 'as indeed these 
tw6r~coras confirm. ' , 

, .,. , ~ 

The overall. p1.cture·: for mammals :as :'i3, whole ia an enc'ouraging one 
of a~ . adaptable and aggressive group of animals which are accommodating 
thenisel.ves to a changing h~bl.tat. and : theproximity of ·man. . 

1, : " .' ,. . , -: ., 

. ' . ...:. ,' 

-?: 

',": ~' . 
;j ... . 

" ": 

'~ ' . - - - - - - - - ~- , 

' i • ~ • 

Observations: on Moll\'lf~csarouruL Reading. 

' , " bYH. ~J :.M.Bowen . 
:. C ' .~ . 

, ;~ t 

Mollu,scs ,are a l?mall . group of. ~n.imals ,which are, easily ident·ified 
.. but not often studied. ' Si.nce" i;b.e la.u'~ching of the N<;lt~'onalre'cording 
scheme, with its pr1nteciiist ofspe:6.1es "" there has been a . revival ,:of. 
interest in . the dis'tribution oLMollu'scs ' in 'Brite;1.in.J'. B. ~ail(1968) 
has' s~mmari~d, the current knowle'dge :' of, atstrib'uj;'ion east' of Read;;J.ng, 
but emphasised , the .many gaps in . the ' records: • •. O~e pu.:rposeofthepres­
ent , note is 'to stimulate1nterest ' in the group, ' aAd ' to ~~courage . , 
recorders to s ,tudy 'the region west· .of Reading, e'~pecially the Kennet ., 
valley~ : : . . . . , ' . . 

. ' Many moiluscS ar.e "-small. (' ~oughly ;half : the , R~i.*is.h species" ar.e less 
than I cm in 'diameter)a~d .ai-e ~none to'o easy toc,ollect • . In, gardens" 
they 'can be f.oun~, usua1;Lyin damp ;corners a~d ,\.md~rs,tones~, or they can 
b~ trapped bi 'sui tabie, baits. ' Grass.land apecj,es are more ,eas:L1Y: E3een, . 
'especially , the, . dead shells ; though in 'mar.shY ' pla.ces ,'the ,best;finds are ' 
made. by laboriously seai£c;p.ing .the. 'ma"t);.e.d, d,ebris ,Q:! . phr aginit,ef1 : or' ' ... 
tussock grasses ~ Heaths are poor in species , si,nc..e ,the so;i,llacks 
calcium., but woods, espec'ially old .forests, can ,b~' ext~~meiyrich _. , 'Th~ 
smaller species may be ()b.ta;i.nedlivebY' taking h.ome a .sack of wet" 
litt'er and pla,cing ,it in Et. 1arg,e fUllne~l: 9ver, a sOu.rce ot mildb.e,a-t. , 
Alter-natively the litter ;'ma'ybe ' a:i~-dI:i~d on new:ap~per a:nd then ~iev~d; 
it :is far <easierto, han.d~pj,qk ~~ll ,'shellp f-;r:Ommat'eriai , 6f" homogen~us ' 
particle size than from. unsorted litter.;::, Tli'e same' method of drying and 
siev;ing m;ay be applied .to flood d~br:ts, which can. ,be 'very r:l,chi~ both. 
molluscanand: beetlespecie~ .~~ .th.eThame~·valley' •. Li,v.e , fre~hwa.ter 
mol;t.us~s may be ~ obta1ned bYdr.edging~ or bY removing ma~ses o,t. .wate%"-
weeds in polythene bags ' and so'rting them at leisure. ' 
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Tde'rit~lficat±bnrequires , theus~, of , ~~lis 'hook,(192pJ ; for p1~p;t , . 
specie's '" ,togetherwi,thpamphl:ets! 'by QUi.ck ,0.9,49 a:rid' ;196l.;} :f'qr ' plu'gSc;' , 
f1Ia~~~andCpqp'er , (19;49) ;.fqr ,, ~,;resh~ater, u~iv~l,~.esl·~~d~ ' E~~~i~· (194b, "19,46) t 
1947 and 1962) for freshwate"r bivalves. ' .:Q.uic'k-'13paper :0:f' ,'1,952. c.Q'!~!r:I?_ 
the identification of local terrestrial molluscs. There is 'no 'adequate 
substitute for a small reference collection in glass tubes or match-
hoxes, which need occupy very little spa(',),e,." . " ' . ' 

• • • • ,- • . - • " v r ' _ ~. , _ ... . < . .... ... " . 

, . 1 .. .. 

'Pt-e'dominantll woodland 'species ' ' :: " - . " 'I .:~ : . ,'~ , " , 

. , . ; \ ,:' '.~ j -~ :.; .: ::' ~ ~, f 1: 1 : ··· .c ~. ':: ' .," T ~ 

. ,;~: ), ~1i.e~:0110wi~g : see~: ' ~o :) be ::frf;!,quent 'f '" tl}ougIi '; bi ; l;tO' ,:'m~~~s :j rfq~lf~e# ~t from 
everY-. 'squ~re:: . Coehltcopa,::lubrica :(Muller) ",c. lubr:i,.cella 9;a:1:>1'le~, :'Ena 
obscura (MUll~r), ~ ; Claue:l.;J.ie. :) bHlentElta ., (Strpm), .. Arianta" arbUS~orym" (L· . ), 
H~l~x, l.lgr]~,ns.~;$L~~l~r" , H..q,em~ra~i! r: L~" H~g:romia . striQ~<?=ta' , :'Q': ' ~r~if~er, 
Ih ,kisp1a:a;. ( :Pl~J ~q its ~ , ,~~p~e" ~l:l: i'_ ·· :~il;~rta·,~' (}iest~;rt';l~~ h : '~J.~l?'us i' ;~ :"\ 
rotundatus (Muller), Oxychilus . alliarius-- ~~ulle-r) t .0-. ', ce.:-llar1us'· ~Mull:er) , 
O. helveticus (Blum), Vitrea crystallina ' (Mttn.er), Retinella ':ra'd'H\tirla 
(Di-ap. ), :R. j pu~e.(Alder)~ . vltr~~a ' pe 11 uc,:td"a· .(MU;L:t13r) a.~<fl :~he sluf;iS 

, A.ri.o~ il'lte1me~iu~No~!;Il~nd, /le circumscriptl1sJohnston; -.ir~ " hbrtehi:li's 
. Ferussac , A. susrus'cus' Drap. "q A'. 'ate):' (L.) ',A~ rufus . {t.~J; ~ L1max ; ,,:: :: 
maximus L., Lehmannia · inarginata , MUil.-er i, :; Agrio11m~ ,:retiC\,l~!l;tu6,~Up.~ • 

. .•.. "' .... . ,.~ . ~, . . ..... .... "--.~., .. -,-- . .... -... ~ . 

. ~ .. 
~ , .. 

Pomatias elegans (~Uller)., .A.b;i~~ .tteC~le .(D:r~'P. )"" Marpessa - nim-in~·t~ ·: , .. .' 
(Montagu) and Euc'onu"lus' fuivus' {M Ih~'r); 10ea1.ly fi\"eque-ht~' fh' ,wbcids' :on 
the chalk. 

Acicula fusca Montagu, rare: Henley, 1857, J. - r:~' .i\ihf:t~avea::,, ; ,.,B'i'X:; . .1969, 
;J:~ <Chat~~.J~,;t.d; , Crowell' Hill,. 1974;1 , .' , " :.!, :, :.' " ' _' 

A~~c{l. goo'dalli(Fertiss8,c) ,r.are'; Bi~, 19,69:,tJ~. C:h'atti!eltf. . ". . , . , . , .( ,q , .. " ,q 

.c~iumella edentulia (Drap.), oc.cae;tQnar(: c'~ver~,~~m J.[a~re ,n' f ' ;1..9-39:'" 
L." W. Greilsted;"'Chbl~a~~lJ ~" , i: :"" . :" , " '~ :"i " ::: ""-i> 
Acanthinula aculeat~i'(~lli.'l~~) an:d Punctum pysm~'e,Um JDrp.p:>; :pr'obft;b~y 
common in litter but hard to find. 

':Acanthin~l~ " la:i1le:Llat'~ " (~eff,r,e~~) ( a:,: ,~pecies of' :old '~ioOd~; ' , ~h~~+.e ,L.Ock, 
1905 ,. We: . Ho·llanc:;. : , ~ .' ,"" :c, L ,:" . _ : : .. ,' ".. ,' , ,, ' . ' . '" 

Ena montana (Drap.) , rare; Harpsden Wood,- 1907 t W • .I~oll~n<;l; , B,ix, . 
1969, J. Chatfield; River Copse, Inkpent ' -'"" ... ' .. : ., ~: , .. _'. , . .. . --". 

ql~UB:tlta:' ~o~'k~~ ; ~~~to~ ~". r~re;: . ' SU:l~~ ~,,19~6 :; J3't ,~~, ':\tt~od~a:r:~ ; 
:'~lea 'perve:r~~ o'( 'L.), ' a~pp~re'~~ly ' a;bserit, ,~: fho~gli , " it : :~6:c~;~ : 6n':'-n~16~~ '; 
nea.r Oxford., ' .. . , ..... , .-:' ' -' --; "' -: . . , " .. . ',' ' ... 1. ',, ' ',~ 

.. • , .: ;. -, ,' : .}": : " J 
.: " ~. ~. . ', " , .. - ; . . .' " " , ' ,-" .' . , ... . '". -', -'. ' ,' 

' Hei"i~· ;po~5ti~ .' L:, . ~tb;~ " R~~~~-~~~:t); ~':ext.inc~? ; ' Great ' Mariqw':a~:q~ .. , -,: 
, .Hambleden , ,1905 B.:B. 'WW'~\olard;" ' -- : " . ~-~ -- , ' .... i· ' . ' > . ,. ::.:., : 

.:: .', >. _', ,- ' ,' , ' " . __ : ":"':,: :,: : : ,: ~, i , _ ~ :, > . ,:: . ,=,~ " '.. . ,_::' ,' _. -. , r:~ 
, }fYgrottlia stlbrHfescens , (MUller), ,':fare; 'ra"'I~y- ~t)d~ . -1905, 

B. B. Woodward-.' .... • :\ " .. " .:.. -.~ .~ ,,' " , c ·' 
, ' l ' " 

: , " ' . . 'J. :: 
t.. , ' 1. _ , 



-10 -

Zonitoides ' exc'avatus (Alder), confined to woods on acid .soils, e.g. 
Wellingto~ Co~lege, ' 1888; H. W. Monckton; Windsor Forest, i974! 
Vitrea contracta (Wester1und), said to occur in dry wdods eHaI1), not 
seen by me. 

Predominantly grassland species 

In dry' grassland on chalk may be found the minute Ceci1ioides 
aGicu1a (MUller), often buried in the soil, and the black and white 
banded He1ice11as - H. caperata (Montagu), H. gigaxi (C. Pfeifrer), 
H. virgata (da Costa) and H. itala (L.), which are local but conspicuous 
where they occur. Marshes and damp grassland have many common species 
such as Monacha cantiana (Montagu) (whi6h lik~s nettles), Succinea 
pfeifferi Rossmi.'ssle±' (on bur-reed by the canal), the tiny Carychium 
triden11atum (Risso) and the less , common C •. minimum MUller, Vallonia , 
excentrica Sterki an~ ' the less common V. costata (MU11~r) and 
V. pl.lT!;he11a (MUller), Retinella nitidu1a (Drap.), Zonitoides nitidus 
fuU11er) and Agriolimax laevis (MUller). Rarities are all small brown 
species with elongated spires: 

Pupilla muscorum (L.), occasional; e.g. in flood debris at Cholseyl 

Lauria cylindracea (da ~osta), scarc~; e.g. SilWood Park, E. E. Green. 

Vertigo pygmaea (Drap.), occasional; e.g. at Cho~seyl 

V. antivertigo (Drap.), locally abundant at Cholseyl 

V. substriata (Jeffreys), rare; Bucklebury Common, 1939, L. W. Grensted. 

, V. moulinsiana (Dupui), rare; Stratfieldsaye, J. B. Hall. 

Mis,cellaneous habitats 

Molluscs associated with garde'ns inc,lude the large Helix aspersa 
MUller, which is often found well away from gardens, as well as the 
cellar or area snail, 'Oxychilus' draparnal'di' (Beck). The ' slugs Milax 
sowerbyi (Ferussac) and Li~axflavus L. are Bcarce in gardens (Hall), 
and the carniverous slugs of the genus Testac'alla have not been noted. 
All these probably require a somewhat higher temperature than can be 
found in open country~ 

Species of stone walls are absent near Reading. Pyramidula 
rupestris (Drap.), abundant in the,potswolds, is not recorded, and the 
single record of Vertigo pus ilIa Muller from Hurley is doubtfcul. 

Freshwater species 

More or less common ,species, recorded from the Thames (T), 
Loddon (L) and K~nnet (K), includ~ Theodoxus fluviatilis (L.) (T,K), 
Viviparus vivi~arus (L.) (T, K,), Valvata cristata M~ller (T), ' 
V. piscinalis (MUller) ' (T, K,), Potamopyrgus jenkinsi(Smith) (T, K, 
L), Bithynia tentaculata (L.) (T, K, L), B. leachi (Sheppard) (T), 
Lymnaea stagnalis (L.) (T, K), L. pereger MUller (T, K, L), Acroloxus 
lacustris (L.) (T, 'K" L), Ancy1us fluviatilis (MUlle.r)'(T, L)" 
Planorbi* carinatus Muller (T, K, L); P. planorbis (L.) (T), P. vortex 
(L.) (T, K), P. leucostoma Millet (::spirorbj,s L.) (T, K, L), P. albus 
MUller (T, "K,L); P. acronicus F~russab (T, L), P. c~is~a(L~) CL), 
P. contortus (L.) (T, K), Unio pictorum (L.) (T, K), U.tumidus 
Philipsson (T, K, L), Anodonta anatina (L.) (T, K, L), 
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Sphaerium; rivicola <L~marck) . (T, L) "S. corneum (L.) (T, K, L), 
Pisidium amnicum '(Mul1er) (T, K, L),P.oasertanum (Polly ' fT; L), 
P. subtruncatum MaIm (T, L), P. su:einum , $~hmidt (T), P. milium Held 
(T), P. hens10wanum (Sheppard) (T, L), P. nitidum Jenyns (T, L), 
P. moitessierianum Paladilke (T, L) and P. ten~ilineatum Ste1fox (T, L). 

Viviparus :C0ntectusappearfj to ' be rare, ' its neares,t rec,ord being 
Whit~brook Comm0n. 'l'he' l~rger Lymnaeasp., such as. L. trun.ca.tu1a 
(MU;l.1e:r),. . L. ' pa1ustrif,Bi (Muller) and . L. aur;icu1aJ;'ia (L. ), prefer 
eutrophic pools c;thd d;itches torive~ ha.bi~atl;l." Anodonta c 'omElan~ta 
RossmM.ss~et' is said by .Hall t() be scarc.e in both Thal1les and Loddon, . 
where I have not seen it, while Segmentina complanata (L~) and Pisidium 
obt:U;fnle' ;(Larn~r,c,k) are local- in ,weedy ponds. ,.1'1anorbarius corneus (L.) 
(the ~amshorn)andAnodontacygl1ea (L.) areeutr.ophic , indica,tors., and 
both are ' abundant in Whiteknights Lake. Lymnaea glutinosaMUller and 
J\plexa , hypnorum (L.), r ,are species , of shallow or transient pools, have 
not been repor,te.a since Wood)'iard found themneqr Reading ' in .1906 '~ 
Oligotroph,iQ : pools;, such as Southlake was until recently, have .a ' di~­
tinctive fauna consisting of smfi11 , undersi~edshells of ,Phys't fO,ntina1is 
(L.), Planorbis a1bus MUller and P. crista (L.). In the same habitat 
may be ' found Sp:p.aerium, corneum .(L.) . andper~aps S.lacustre (MUl:;Ler), 
though repord.s . for the second, ,ariorthern species, ne,ed checking~ , The 
tiny Pis;i,dium p111ch~11!lmJenyns and P.personat\lm Malur .have only. been 
found in Virginia Water. 

Referen;ces .. ' 

1 indicates that I am .. responsible for ' the recbrd~ ' " 

J. Chatfield (1969}Ms list forB1.x, 

A. E. El1is (1940)Proc. Malac. Soc. London 24~44. 

tt tt (1946) Linn~ Soc. Synops~s of Brit. ,Fauna ' no,., . . 4 
It " (1947) ibid. no. 5 

tt 11 (1962) ibid. no. 13 

E. E. Green .. (1973) personalcommunication~ .. 
L. W. Grensted (1939) Victoria Hist. , Oxon 1,187. 

J. B • Ifall(1968) Hid-Thames Natu~alist' 21, 8 • . 

W. Holland (1905-7) quoted in Grensted (1939). 

T. T .• Maq.fl:n and R. D.Cooper ,(1949) Freshwater BioI. Assoc. Sci. 
Public. no. 13 

H • E. Quick (1949) Linn. Soc. Synopses of Brit. Faunano • . 8 

It 11 ' (1952) Readifig Naturalist nb. 4, 1. 

" " (1961) Bull. Br. Mus.; Nat~Hist. , (Zool) 6. 

J. F. Whiteaves (1857) Trans. Ashmo1~ ' Soe. O'xford. 

H. W. Mon.ckton (1888) ~ Rept.~ 'WelJ:ington CoIl. Nat.Hist.Soc. 

B • B. Woodward (1905) Victoria Hiet. BUCKs. 1, 69. 

" " ,(1906·) Victoria Hist .• . Berks. 1, 69. 
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_~e ,LepldQptera . ef 'Ueerci:,pse'Naifure Reserve I T:iainaI:~~I ..... ' ....:;;;B-"'e.;;.r=~h~ , 

; by , B.R.l3aker _'" 

. ': 

It .all st.afted W:tththe rain, rain ' similar in' qUality. and' q-qa,n:tity 
to. that which used 'to. fall , en ' 1116 years :age in South"'EastAsia - ' er sd 'it' : 
seemed to. me. To. be more , precise, ,T am drawing 'a para,llel' :wi th -cendi tidns 
e;cperien6ed' on the ,very, very wet night" or 20th July~ '1973 1o/heri' eurSociety 
sheUld , have enjoyed an entomelogicaL ~night in Pru~iber Ferest,. HaiJ.:rpshire ! . , 

. . . • ... .:: ' .. 
,'.I 

" " As we waited somewhei-e down ' in the 'Forest' , huddled benea tha dripping 
oak tree it :becaine : all t 'co ' evident ·that the -,night's. operations would 
haV'e to be called eff, andiLwas a tthis point in <time that I .' let 
fall a , pha.nce~ remark to 'Peter- and Robert about trying~ again , sonetime. 
It was leftf'or them te :give me El reminder during the a.pproaching ' ' 
SCh~iOI:. holidays '· when' ~perhaps 'we cOuld arrange ano ther excursion , to 
dpmpensatefor the 1e5s" c:l." play ·atPamber. " 

. " ',' . In ' dUe .c{)'ljJ;ise -,the,~:expected reminder came., but ,rather, tMriclioosing 
to visit the well-worked 'Fcrest \'le decided toe:icplere the B.B~Q:~N.T~ 
Res~rVe ef Moor COpse near ·TidiDarsh,. where theownet>' .. of them'QuI1ch .. 
hire L.E. Trevers always welcomes Trust members. ' , 

This Reserve, encompassing some 60 acres, effers nRny attractions 
for field naturalists. It is situated very near to Reading and yet one 
can wander undisturbed through its woods, across its fields or a~'?~~{ th~ 
banks ef the attractive :r;-ive:r;', Pa:r;tg. , Even if ene does ch~ce u~)on . 
another visitor he I or she, ' . wiir " most likely be a fellew nattiralistwho, 
having made a courtesy call at M,'oer Copse 'Housedn arrival, ',rill new be 
intent on enjoying the peace ~ndquietness of the Reserve., . " - . -. . . ' .. 

After dark thet"e is ,eVen less ' cltanceot- meeting 'other visitor's, 
and it was the theught ef this opportunity to b~ able to: work v;j,t~. 
bright lights in whatseeverarea we sheuld 'chbo8e 'that ~ made ' amest 
attractive proposition. 

Our member, Dr. B.G. Levy has ilieady made detCl.iled' plailt ~~cords 
ef some of the habitats·effeL'ed!by' the Reserve and it seemed likely 
that such contrasting areas as dampa~d~r copses,wil.1ow, S'lvamps" :dry 
brackeny clearings or flowery river oanks would held an interesting 
moth population. ..' 

, , ' 

Our first nightoPeratien wasundertaken on 24th 'August, 1973 when 
we set up the pertable generator amongst a dense grmvth ef Pond :sedge. 
That nigh twe recorded only 20' different species of moths -but ,in' .SQ. 

doing we d.oubled the number ef species listedf'rom liIoor ,Cop~e. Ot.w 
enthusiasm was kindled and 'we aevised a plan which we hoi~ed 'would allow · 
us to work the Reserve on aa:chFrilday evening during the 'flying season' 
extending over a period , ef one. year~ 

By using a ·collapsible wheelbaxrowte transport the generator we 
deemed that it should .be possible to Sa.mple at least tviO, centrasting 
habitats on each visit. ' Grafted on ' to this plan of cainpaign "'Vas 1.'fr:'. 
Trever's welcome offer that we might"plug in ' a ,' static' moth trap to the 
electric supply at his effice which overloeks the grazing field in the 
nerth-east cerner of the Reserve. ' 

The se plans were put into operation on the fellmving Friday 



- _ l..~' ;._ 
, 

eveniIiS',31st' Augus't , when, ' ·,during the course, of: a leisuZ;j3~y twp-~o~ ~; 
supper taken on the banks of the river Pang, ,,tile la:mp 'att;ract,.ed' }~~~r~);,~s 
of Feathered Gothics and Setaceous Hebrew Characters down on to t 'he ' . . ,­
she'e'ts ' sp~ead otitas' a! i la:nding g~9un.d. " The fish must have be,enq.uite 
confused by such, a ,concourse oi" flie~! . all',out. ,o'f season''- L,afer, that 

, . , . .. ..', . . . "" . t ,, ", " < 

' rii'ght·,; ' the: lamp l:j,.t· up ,·th~. , woqdl~nd . cross-rides , n~ar the ;b,~ack.en patc'lr 
. , . .. . . " . ' . , ." ' ,', , .. '. " . ' , K~' 

and.final:1.y ' w€ ' ended up 'by,'t<h-e ~ 6f,f.ige ,at ,01.10 ho.urf!. ,. < ' " ' . 
:. 

Ph'illipjai"Iied : the :rla'bour force theFr~day: ,following and ,remained 
with the team \until we . ~ completed' , aurtour of (h"'ty; ~~ ,the,end Of th~ 
toll owiiigJ,uly . ', 

As the weeks passed, the number af moths recarded 6n e~ch visit 
dwind.led ,until ':a tlowt :; in , ll;l.teNovegIb~,r , convinced us thljitit wauld be 
poliiid ,to. cawait ·new awakerid.ngs . in . e~rly Spring. Nev.ertheless, 
January 19th 'brought forth our,; fi~st . P~le ', Brindled Beallty tagether with 
a ' sp'ate' of' Early -Maths who '- W,eJ'e , brav;i,.ng the chill winter winds which 
were rustling the spikey, leafless hawtharns alang the edge of . the 
17-Acre. 

, . :. ,\, .. 
" 

By llO.de · March, w.e were back in full ' aperation again- the sallaws 
were in flill , 9100~" t 'he waads, smelt ' wonderfully fresh ' and ' it ' was very 
gaodto be al,i ve l ' . 

it week la:ter" jus't, after 20.45 :hciurs the generatarwant an strike, 
,~nd ,whe.i; , h~dseeIIied to. be 'B. pI-anB.sing: night's wark was suddenly halted. 
In the ' ev-eni; it may have ' be.em a blessing in disguise far 'we :toak to 
sampling 'the large ,yell~w";headed group af sallaws aut amongst the ' 
bracken, anq i .t .waE! then ,that 'We ' di~co'vered that the White Marked Math 
was l:>y no means a rarity at' Mddr Capse. By crawling under ' the sallow 
btl-she.s we. ~we'~,e . abie to. cover' th'e" ground under the trees with an 
adequate 'areaof' once, white s11,'e'eting:,and then, all that was required 
was a gentle shakillg 'af :t 'he'branches . overhead sa as to. dislodge the 
hardes of feasting motps. Dawn they came upan the sheets which we had 
illuminated by our pre~l!Wre lamps - a ' bustling throng, of Comman Quakers, 
:aed Ches-t~:uts, ,He~rew Cha:~aqters, Satellites, Twin-sp6tQuakers' and, the 
prizeaf :the night"; adazeri or s ·oWhife ·'Marked. :., . 

• ' ' . f 

During April, whilst the blue light was left to illuminate the 
rippling Pang, we would sortie half a mile of river bank guided by the 
rays af Qur Til+eyl~1;!lps. Eye,s, . sharper than mine, saon discovered 
quantities ' of , f~t'.~y- ,l:tttle ' ::Sc'ari.e,t .-Ti:gercaterpil~arsfeedihgamongst 
thenewgrawths of comfrey leaves. Here and there wauld also be a 
handscin'ie ' Dr:LnkerMath la:rva, 'wh::i:lst "the grasses of the 5-a:cre 'field were 
festooned with many caterpillai<e ' of -the :SquareSpot Rtistic~ , 

At the end of April a welcome visitor tQak up residence just aC.ross 
the road fram the affice ' a.nd -in the early hours of many a sprine; mo~n­
ing we would be examining . the c-ontents af the light-traptaa background 
af nightingale song. - ; , ' 

At dusk an two successive Fridays rading Waodcack flew aver the 
5..l1.cre, and much late:r , an one af , these nights we steal thily p~a.y·ed :a 
tarch upan a small' l.lole cut ' ridiculausly law in a birthtruhk. andwere 
rewarded with a brie.f clas,e-up af a Lesser-Spotted Woodpecker • . . ", -, " 

By making Friday a):"egu~ar,' '\fisi ting n,igh~ we ,,,...ere , nat al.ways. ab1e 
to. take ~dvantage of tho~e' warm, : muggy''!leather : can<,'litio,p.s , w~ich:~ fp:p~~ell 
optimum J..nsect activity. Nevertheless, during May we ' averaged' 30 
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diffe;rrent ,species of macro-Lepidoptera pe'r vi-sit, rising to 70 ,in-- PllJle , 
and dropping to 62 in July.'. 

. , 

The highest number recorded 'on -anyone 'visit was 90 on the wf'!.:rm 
night of 2.1st/22nd· June, but our Society was ' favoured with equally 
excellent weather co'nciitions ' for their noctutnalexC'ursion on 26th July 
when we were able , to stage a concourse comprising 80 different ·species. 

':Chara' :was ' an unusual prelude t6 "this night I·s 'visit w:hen 'some of our 
members became part-time cowboys and . gave valuable a.ssistance in round'" 
ing up a troublesome herd which had broken through one of . the Reservels 
fences. 

The detail~~ list of ' ~pe6i~s :that fol16ws ~ this introduction ' is : 
offered ' merely . as " a 'bas1.s ' for further recording'. It has many obvio\1s · 
def:i.9iencies, butin' gath~ring the records of the 286 species it hC!-s . 
also shown us 'that we have some quite notable Lepidoptel"abreeding on 
Reading's door~tep. . ' 

, Of especial interest . . - ' , . 

Large Twin-spot Carp~t 
Water Carpet 
Lunar Thorn 
Four-dotted Footman 

Scarlet Tiger · 
White Marked 

Waved Black 

we would itemise the foliowing species:-

'. . Regularly recorded ' during ' Juiy; 
Many noted; end of March until ' mi,d-May. 
Two only; both on 2l~t Jun-e. ' '.: 
·Once on 5t:b July., presumably a wanderer 
fr~m t~~ . near~st heathl~nd. . 
Colonial on the . banks· of ' the river Pang. 
'1\ . regular visitor to sallow apd light 
in April. - '. .. 
Once only on 'the occasion of the ' 
'Society" s visit o~ 26th J~lY:. La'rva' a 
fungus feed'er, On fallen trunks ';.. needs' 
f~rthe~ ~n~estigatton. 

. - . . . 

Our junior members, Peter · Cuss, l'tlilip .Hoo:per and Robert Wood.. merit .. ~ thaJ 
, a n.:d "rur final remark must be to offer especial thanks to Mr. ' Lew-is 
Trevers. Not only has he given . every. ass:i.'st.ance for Qutwork at MQor 
Copse, but his was the originalsu'ggestion that opened the' ~a:i to the 
formation of the entire Reserve. 

AN INTERIM · LIST OF THE LEPIDQPrERA 'oF . MOOR COPSE 'NATURE RESERVE 

Nomenclature as per Kloet and Hincks C~eck List of British Insects 
Second Edition (Revised) Degerober, 1972 ' . ' . ' 

IjEPIALIDAE 

H~pialtis ' humuli (L.) 
H.. hecta (L~) 
H~ lupulinus (L.) 

COSSIDAE 

Zeuzera pyrina CL.) 

-
HESPERIIDAE 

Thymelicus sylvestris ' (Po'da'} 
Oc'hlodes venata (Eremer and Grey) , 

Gho~t · Swift ., 
Gold Swift 
Common Swift 

Leop.;trd Moth 

SmallSk1pper 
Large Skipper: 



PIERIDAE 

Gonepteryx rhamni (L.) 
Pieris brassicae (L.) 
P. ra~)ae (L.) 
P. napi (L.) " , 
Antho~haris cardamines (L . ') ~, ' 

. ..' . '.~ ' : 

LYCAENIDAE : '~... " • .• : " "" ' .... - : I 

Quercusia quercus .{L.} '" 
Strymonidia w-album (Kno.ch) 
Lycaena phlaeas (L.) , " 
Polyommatus icarus (Rott.} " 

NYMPHALlDAE 

L'adoga camilla (L.) 
Vanessa atalanta (L.) 
Cynthia cardui (L.) 
Aglais urticae (L.) , 
Inachis io (L.) 
Polygonia c-album (L.'" 

SATYRIDAE 

Pararge aegeri~ (L,~) '. 
Lasiommata megera' (L:) 

, , " . . 

• . ..~ ','1 : ,! : 

Pyronia ti thonus ,(L. ) ' . :" ~ 
Maniola jurtina' {L.' ' -; ,~ ,:", 
Coenonympha pamphiluB ~f,L.l ,~. 
Aphantopus hyperantu6; t(~ ~ ) , 

, .. : ~ . ..' . 

LASIOCAMPIDAE 

Poecilocampa populi (L.) 
Malacosoma neustria (L.) ' 
Philudoria potatoria (L.:) 

DREPANIDAE 

Drepana binaria (Huf~.) ' 
D. falcataria (L.) :0< 

Falcaria lacertinaria: CL~) .,' " 
CiIlix glaucata (Sc op.) , .' , 

THYATIRIDAE 

Thyatira batis (L.) 
Habroeyne pyritoides 
Tethea ocularis (L.) 
Cymatophorima diluta 

GEOMETRIDAE 

;,' ~ ' . :, .. . 

(D. &S.} ' 

Alsophila aescularia (D.8c , S.J 
Geometra papiDiona::ri~ Ct. ~ ) t,: 
Comibaena pustulate" (Rufn) " 
Hemithea aestivaria · (~u'n.) 
Jodis lactearia (L.) 
Cyclophora punctaria (L.) , 
Scopula floslactata'aaw.) 
Idaea biselata (Hufn.) 

,' , 

Brimstone 
Large White " , -: 
Small White , 
Green-veined White . 
Orange-tip 

. ,," ' , -

.' .. : ~ ' : : 

· .:, " 

Purple Hairstreak 
. . ~ " , . -:. 

,Whi t~~~etteri H~i::rst.~,~'ak.: .. 
Small' Cdpper'" ", ' 
Common ;'Bt~ .' '. 

. • i\ . 

' , . :: 

Whi te Admral : J~ , C< " 
Red~ 'Admiral : ~ .', ' ,' .; " 
Painted Lady , ',' 
Small Tortoise'shell ' , 

'''i Peacock 
Comma . ' ,. ,' 

Speckled Wo·ep. 
Wall Brown . '. ' 
Gatekeeper ' " 
Mead.Qw ) 31-,0\40 
Smail Ileath 
Ringlet ' 

Decembez: 'Moth " 
Lackey 
Drinker 

-' " 

', ' ••• !.... 

Oak Hook~t:i.P 
Pebble Hook-tip ,: ' " ' 
Scalloped .Hook~tip ,'r. 1. , 

Chinese Charac~er, 

..... . - ., . 

. .. t 

, ; .. 

, - . 

.\ 

.. ... . 

'. ; " I " . : . 

Peach Blossom . 
Buff Arches " " , ; 
Figure of Eighty ' . 
Lesser Lutestring " " 

.. ~ " .. '.; ", :' ;; 

March Mo~~ " "' : 
Large Eme:ral<f , .. 
B1otch~q ,,~m~i'~ld 
Common ' Emerl;l.lq 
LittleErne~Eildj 
Blood.; Vein " 

. , ~ : 

, C~eam Wave , . , 
'smaii Fa:il~footed :Wa.ve 

~ , .i • 
. , ': ~ . 

· , 

· " 

, "'-



ldaea emarginata (L.) 
I. aversata (L.) 
I. straminata (Borkh.) · 
Xanthorhoe designata (Hufn.). 
X. spaCiicearia (D~ ' &,S.) . 
X. ferrugata (Clerck) 
X. quadrifasiata (Clerck) 
X. montanata (D. & S.) 
X. fluctuata (L.) 
scotopteryx cheno'podia.~a , <L.) 
Epirrhoe alternata (Mul~."OS.). 
Camptogramma bilinea ta - (L. ') ' ,. 
Larentia clavaria (Haw. );' ;' . 
Anticlea badiata (D. & S.) 
A. derivata (D. & S.) 
Mesoleuca albicillata (L,.) 
Le.npropteryx suffumata {D . : & S.) 
Eulithis testata (L.) , 
E. mellinata (Fabr.:) 
E. pyraliata (D. & S.) 
Ecliptopera silaceata (D. & S.) 
Chloroclysta citrata (L.) 
C. truncata (Hufn.) 
Cidaria fulvata (Forst.) 
Plemyria rubiginata (If~ 'Bc S.) " .. 
Thera obeliscata (Hubn.) " 
Electrophaes cor;rlata (Tburi.). . , ' 
Colostygia pectinataria'.(Kno'b,hY ' , 
Hydriomena furcata (Thun.)' " 
H. impluviata (D. & S.) 
Melanthia procellata (D. & S.) 
Philereme vetulata (D. & S.) 
Epirrita dilutata (D.: .. '& S.) 
E. autumnata (Borkh.) 
Operophtera brumata (L.) 
Perizoma alchemillata (L.) . 
P. albulata (D. & S.) 
P. didymata (L.) . 
Eupithecia tenuiata(Hubri~) 
E. haworthiata Doubl. " 
E. pulchellata Ste~h. 
E. exiguata (Hubh.') , , 
E. venosata (Fabr.) 
E. satyrata (Hubn.) 
E. assimilata Doubl. 
E. vUlgata (Haw.) 
E. subfuscata (Haw .. } ',' 
E. abbreviata Steph ~ , -
E. lariciata (Freyer) 
Chloroclystis v-ata (Haw.) 
C. rectaDlr.:-,lla ta (L.) , , 
Euchoeca nebulata (Scop ~ ) 
Asthena albulata (Hufn.), 
Hydrelia flammeolat-ia ' (Hut,n.) 
Minoa murinata (Scop ~ f " : ' 
LODophora halterata (HUfn:.·) ,- '" : 
Trichopteryx carpinata (Borkh.) , 
pteraphera pteryx sexalata ~ ' (Re~z ~ ) 
A.raxas gross~~a.ria.ta (t :~· ) 

1"6 .,.. 

Small Scallop 
Riband Wave 
Plain Wave 
Flame Carpet 
Red Twin-spot Carpet 
Dark-barred Twin-spot Carpet 
Large Twin-spot Carpet 
Silver-ground Carpet 
Garden Carpet 
Shaded Broad-bar 
Common Carpet ·, 
Yellow Shell 
Mallow 
Shoulder Stripe 
Streamer 
Beautiful Carpet, . 
Water Carpet 
Chevron 
Currant Spinac~ " 
Barred Straw 
Small Phoenix, 
Dark Marbled Carpet 
Common Marbled Carpet 
Barred Yellow . 
Blue-borderedC'arpet · 
Grey Pine Carpet ' " ' 
Broken-barred. Carpet 
Green Carpet , 
July High'flyer . ". : 
May Highf'~y.er · ~ · - , '. :~: . 

Pretty Chalk Carpet 
Brown Scallop 
November Moth 
Autumnal Mot;h· 
Winter Moth 
Small Rivulet 
Grass Rivulet 
Twin-spot Carpe~ 
Slender Pug "'· ., 
Haworth 's Pug . 
Foxglove ' PU~ 
Mottled Pug 
Netted Pug 
Satyr Pug 
Currant Pug 
Commolii .. PUg 
Grey Pug 
Brindled Pug 
Larch Pug 
V Pug 
Green Pug 
Dingy 'Shell . _. 
Small White .. Wave "" 
Small Yeii6w 'Wave 
Drab L60per 
Seraphim ' " 
Early Tooth-striped 
Small Seraphim ' , 
Magpie . ~ 

' .. .\.' .. ... 

'. :. -; . 
- .' ~ 



Lomaspilis marginata (L.) ' 
Ligdia adbstata (D. &'S.) , ' 
Semiothisa liturata (Clerck) 
S. clathrata (L.). .. ' , , ': 

:' Clouded Border 
Scorched , Qarpet ", 

,'; Tawny-barred A~gle , 
Latticedi Heath, " ,,' 
Brown Si~ver-lin~e ,: " ~',' Petrophora chlorosa ta( Seep. ) 

Plagocti.s dolabraria {L.): __ 
Opisthograptis luteolata (L~) 
Epione repandaria (Hufn.) 

, , Sc orched ,' Wing 

Apeira syringaria (L.) 
Ennomos alniaria (L.) 
E. fuscantaria (Haw.) 
E. erosaria (D. & S.) 
Selenia dentaria (Fabr.) 
S. lunularia (Hubn.) 

Brimstone Moth 
Bordered Beauty 
Lilac ' l3~auty 

Canary-shou~!i,e:redc Th9rn, 
Dusky Thorn, <'-1 ,; . .. ," 

September Thorn 
Early Thorn 
Lunar Thorn 
Purple Thorn ' S. tetralunaria ,(Hufn.) 

Odontopera bidentata (Clerck) 
Crocallis elinguaria('L~ ~) 
Ourapteryx sambucaria: (V • .) 
Colotois pennaria (L.) ',:, ' " 
Apocheima pilosaria (D. " B( S:~) 
Lycia hirtaria (Clerck) ,:: , ',, ~ 
Biston strataria (Hufn.) :' 

, , Scalloped Haz,el 
':, ::, Scalloped Oak 

Swallow-tail Moth , ' ' 

B. betularia (L.) 
Agriopis leucophaearia (D __ &- S o' ) 
A. aurantiaria (Hubn.) 
A. marginaria (Fabr.) 
Erannis defoliaria (Clerck) 
Menophra abruptacia :' (Thun.) - , 
Peribatodes rhomboidaria (D. & S.) 
Alcis repandata (L.) 
Serraca punctinalis (Scop.) 
Ectropis bistortata (Goeze) 
E. crepuscularia (D~ ~& s.) 
E. consonaria (Hubri.) 
E. extersaria (Hubn.) 
Aethalura punctulata (n.~ S.) 
Cabera pus aria (L.) . 
C. exanthemata (Scop.) 
Lomogra"pha 'bimacu.lata (Fabr.) 
L. temer4ta (D~& S.) , 
Theria rupicapraria (D. ~: S~) 
Campaea margari ta ta (l;.,~) :, ' 

\ .. . .. ", . 
.~ . ~ . 

SPHINGIDAE , . ~. . - . ." 

Feathered Thorn " 
Pale BrincUed Beauty:,:: 
Brindled Beauty 
Oak Beauty ,,; 
Peppered, Moth 
Spring Ushe,r ' 
Scarce Umber 
Dotted Border 
Mottled Umber 
Waved Umber 
Willow Beauty 
Mottled Beauty 
Pale Oak Beauty 
Engrailed ' , :' 
Small Engraileq 
Square spot 
Brindled White-spot , 
Grey Birch " 
Common White Wave , ",' 
Whi te Wave .' :' 
White Pinion~spotted ', 

Clouded Silver , 
Early Moth , 
Light ' Emerald - .... : 

Mimas tiliae (L:) < ' 
Laothoe populi (L.) 
Deilephila elpenor (L.') 

, " ' Lime Hawk 
Poplar Hawk, ' 

NOTODONTI DAE 

Phalera bucephala (L.) 
Cerura vinula (L.) 
Harpyia furcula (Clerck) , 
Stauropus fagi (L.) 
Notodonta dromedarius (L.) 
Eligmodonta ziczac (L) 
Pheosia gnoma(Fabr.) 
P. tremula (Clerck) , , -

Large Elephant HaWk , 

Buff, ,Tip , 
Puss Mpth ' 
Sallow Kitt.en 
Lobster Moth 
Iron Prominent ' ' :' 
Pe b ble Pr,ominent ' 
Lesser SwallOW Prominent 
Swallow Prominent 

' f ' 

• . J , 

- ~ . , . 
. • • .1 , 

,, ' : 
. ~ . :.. ... 

,- , , 

.. . ... 
: .. ' 

" , 

, . 

; . . . 

' . , 

.. ' 

.. ' 



Ptilodon capucina (L.) i . ;. 

Pterostoma palpina (Clerck) 
Drymonia dodonaea" (D. & S.) 
D. ruficornis (Hufn.) . 
Clostera curtula (L.) · -: . 
Diloba caeruleocephala ·· (i;·. ) 

LYMANTRII DAE "' I 

Coxcomb Prominent 
Pale Prominent 
Marbled Brown 
Lunar Marbled ·Brown . 
Clabcolate . Tip 
Figure of Eight Moth 

:iasychira pudi bunda. '( L. )' . .. , .. 
Euproctis similis (Fuessl'y) ' " " .... 

Pale Tussock 
Gold Tail 

ARCTIIDAE 

Cybosia mesomella (L.) 
Eilema griseola (Hubn.) 
E. complana (L.) 
E. lurideola (Zinck'~) 
Arctia caja (L.) 

i-

Spilosoma lubri'cJ:peda ; (L. >. ' . 
·S ;. luteum (Hufn.) . , . 
Diaphora mendica (Clerck) . 
Phragmatobia fuliginos€r (1, .. »). 
Callimorpha dominula (L.) 

NOLJ:DAE ; ,'t 

Nola cucullatella (L.) 

NOC TU I DAE 

. " ,' 

. : 
" Four-dotted Fo~tman 

.. Dingy FO'otmai'l 
Scarce Foo.tman 
Common Fo'~,ttna.n 

Garden Tiger \ . 
. . . Whi te Ermine. 

Buff Ermine 
Muslin Moth .' . ': :. 
Ruby Tiger 
Scarlet· ~ger ' : 

Short-cloaked Moth . 

Agrotis segetum (D. & S.) . - . . Turnip Moth 
A. exclamationis (L.) ..... . 
A. puta (Hubn.) 

Heart and .Dart , 
Shuttle-shaped .Dart 
Flame 
Flame.Shoulder 

.. : " 

Axylia putris (L.) 
Ochropleura plecta (L.) 
Noctua pronuba (L.) Large Yellow Underwing 

! .!.. . 

.; 

N • comes (Hubn.) 
N. fimbriata (Schreber ,) .. . . . .. .. ,' 
N. janthina (D. & S.) 

Lesser Yellow , Underwing . 
Broad.:.borderedYellow · Und~rwing 

Lesser Broad-bordered Yellow . 
UnderWing '. 

Graphiphora augur (Fabr.) , 
Diarsia mendica (Fabr.) 
D. brunnea (D. & S.) 
D. rubi (Vieweg) 
Xestia c-nigrum (L.) :". 
X. ditrapezium (D. & S.) 
X. triangulum (Hufn.) 
X. baja (D. & S.) 
X. xanthographa (D. & S.) 
Naenia typica (L.) 
Anaplectoides prasina (D.&~ S.) 
Cerastis rubricosa (D. & S~) 
C. leucographa (D. & S_> . 
Hada nana (Hufn.) 
Polia bombycina (Hufh.) 
Melanchra persicariae · (L.-) 
Lacanobia thalassinai · (HufIi~) 
L. oleracea (L.) ~· 

.. . ~ 

, " 

Double Dart . 
Ingrailed Clay 
Purple Clay ". 
Small Square spot 
Setaceous Hebrew Character ' : 
Triple-spotted Clay 
Double Square-spot 
Dotted Clay 
Square Spotted Rustic 
Gothic 
Green Arches 
Red Chestnut 
White Marked -. 
Shears 
Pale Shining Brown 
Dot Moth ') ' 
Pale-shouldere.d Brocade 
Bright-line Brown-eye 

' :, 

- ; 

. .. , .,-

.' , ' 



Ceramica pisi (L.) , 
Hadena bicruris (Hufn.) 
Tholera decim1;!.ll,s (Poda) 
Orthosia cruda (D. &S.) 
O. populeti (Fabr.) 
O. stabilis (D. & S.) 
O. incerta (Hufn.) " , 
O. munda (D. "&", ,s. ),"', .. , .. 
O. gothica (L.) , ,' '' ' ','" ",. ­
Mythimna conigera(D. , & ~ S ·~.). : 
M. ferrago (Fabr.) '" 
M. impura (HubJ;l.) .. ',i.,' " 
M. pallens (L. ) :' 
M. comma (L.) , ' ; , 
Cucullia umbratica (L. ,) 
Cleoceris viminalis (F~br' ~) 
Brachionycha , sphinx , "(guin",:) 
Xylocampa areola (Esp,.); 
Allophyes oxyacant~~~. Jr..) ,,' 
Eupsilia transversa (Hufn.) 
Conistra vaccinid. (L.) , 
C. ligula (Esp.) " ,. ' ' 
Agrochola circellaris (Hufn~) 
A. Iota (Clerck) 
A. macilenta (Hubn.) 
A. litura (L.) 
A. lychnidis (D. & S.) 
Atethmia centrago (Haw.) 
Omphaloscelis lunosa (Haw.) 
Xanthia togata (Esp;) 
X. icteritia (Huin.) 
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Broom Moth 
Lychnis , 
Feathered Gothi,c 
Small Qua~er ' 

Lead-c6lo~~~~ Drab 
Common Quaker 
Clouded Drab 
Twin-spotted: . Quak~r : 
Hebrew Char~~te~ J , " 
Brown-line arik~t~~~~" 
The Clay , , 
Smoky Wainsc ot · 
Common Wainscot . ' 
Shoulder-striped, Wainscbt 
Shark ' , " " 
Minor S'houl<ter~knot ,: 
Sprawler " " 

Early Gr'ey 
Green-brindled Creseent ' 
Satellit'e 
Chestnut ' , 
Dark Chestnut 
Brick 
Red ... line Quaker 
Yellow-line Quaker 
Brown-spot Pinion 
Beaded Ch~stnut 
Centre-barred Sallow 
Lunar Und~rwing 

- :P:ink-barred ,Sallow 

Acronicta megacephala (D. & S.) 
A. leporina (L.) . '" , 

Common Sallow 
Poplar Grey 
Mill~!, :?1C?th 

A. psi (L.) 
A. rumicis (L.) 
Amphipyra pyramidea (L.) 
A. tragopoginis (Clerck) 
Rusina ferruginea (Esp.) 
Thalpophila ' matura ' 0111fo.) 
Euplexi.a 'lucipara. (L.) , ' 
Phiogophora. meticulos8. (L~) ' 
Enargia ypsillon (D. & S.) 
C osmia a£'fiilis (L.Y j ; ' " "" 

C .trape'zina (L.) " 
C. pyralina Cb~. &, S • ) , ~ 
Apamea monoglypha (Hufn.) 
A. li thoxYlae'a ( 'Jl.'! &S'. ) 
A. 6ublustris ' (Esp;) 
A. bre'nil. ta: (Rufn:.:)',': 

, A> :remissac (Hubli'. ) .,': ' .. 
A.anceps ;( D •. &B ~,- ' ; 
A. sordens(Hufn'.) '; : 
A. ophib~:anrmi;~{EBp. > 
Oligia' strigilis (V.:) ", 
O. la truncula (:D ~&S.),; 
O. fasc:l.uhcui'a!(Haw.} 
Mesapameasecalis (L.) 
Photedes minima, (E:aw .) " 
P. pygmina (Haw.) 

Grey Dagger , 
Knotgrass " , 
Copper Underwing 
Mouse 
Brown Rustic 

,' ,-' Straw l1nderwing ' 
Small An'gLe Sha.dee 

:,An.gle Shades 
Dingy ,Shears 
Lesser-s,pbtted' Pinion 

:' 'Dun-bar 
Lunar;,.;spotteiiP1nion 
nark Arches 

. Light" Arches 
'Reddish tight Arbhes ' 

. , Clouded.;.oorder:edBrihdle 
", ,:' 'Dtisl.{y: ''Broc ad f3 , , 

' LargeNUt(l1.eg" , " 
, <Rust:tcShouitder-knoi; ' 

, ' " Di;>u'ble' !;bbed 
, Marb:tedMinor 

" T&\oiny Mar.bl€i'dr~d.ridr , 
" MidtllEi-barretlMinor, ' 

, :~ : Common Rustic' ' ; ,: " 
, ,,_,,~ S11la(l1 :'Dotted Buf,f ' · 

Small Wainscot 

': .. 

.-:. J.." 

. "-" " 



Luperina testacea (D. & S~) 
Hydraeoia mioacea (Esp.) , 
Gortyna flavago (D~ ,& S.) 
Nonagria typhae (Thun.) 
Charanyca trigrnmmica (Htifn:') ­
Hoplodrina alsin~s' (Brahm) 
H. blanda (D. & S.) , 
Caradrina morph~us (Hufn.) 
Pseudoips fagana (~a:Q~.) ' 
Colooasia coryli (L~ t " , 
Diaohrysia ohrys1tis ' (L.) ' 
Aut.ographa gamma (L.) , 
A. pulohrina (Haw.) " , 
A. jota (L.) , : . ,' 
Abrostolatripla:sia (t~ r ., , 
Lygephila pastinurn('l'reitschke) ' 
Scoliopteryx libatd.x (L.) · ' ' 
Laspeyria flexula (D. & S;) 
Rivula serice8:1is(Scop;) " 
Parasc otiafurigiIlaria (L ~) , 
Hypena proboscidalis (L.) " ' , ' 
Polypogon tarsipennal~s (Tre:ltschke) 
P. nemoralis (Fabr.) " ' 

: , : ' 

Flounced Rustic 
Rosy Rustic 
Frosted :Orange 
Bullrush Wainscot ' " 
Treble Lines, 
Uncertain Moth 
The Rustic , 
The Mottled Rustici . 
Green Silver Lines , 
Nut~tree Tussock , 
Burnished ' Brass 
Silver Y 
Beautiful Golderi :Y 
Plain Golden Y 
Spectacle 
Blackne~k " 
Herai'd ' Moth- - . . 
Beautt-fui Hook-tip 
Stra}'1 Dot 
Wave'crBlack 
Snort' . ~ r: " ' 

Fan-foot ·Snou't ",· · 
Sma~l Fan-foot ., 

- . .... . 
" " .: 

~ _ J _ . ~ ~ ______ _ 

. ' . . ' : ' . " . 
The Vanishing Flora .of the Neighbourhood of Reading. 

(Remini~cen~e~~f a Botany Teacher) 
, .. 
by A. G. Erith 

When I came to ~ Re'adir.g University over : fi1ty , year~ ago :· to teach , 
Agricultural Botany I did· not : have to travel far,to find : pl/iints for , 
students to study in the pl'actic~1 classes' which , fp}.lowed ' my lectures. 

Nor was. it : dif;ficult .t.o tak~ classes of' stud~~ts' ,eitber on foot, 
or by using bicycles for ' tran'sp!l1:rt, to interesting: areas ' where th~y 
could study the ', plant-s ' gro~ng in their na tural p~:t>ita;t6 ~ " " " , ' 

For instance, when we wer~ ~ studYing theB.u~te~cupf~iniiy, 
Ranunculaceae, , it· was : p:ossib~e to find the three ,:commonest . species of 
Ranunculus. viz:. Bulbous, ,Meadow ' :and Creeping Butte'rc,ups (pespectively 
R. bulbosus, R. acris, and R.:repens) on roadsides. ,o,r in meadows ,wfthin 
a very short distance of the London Road and inde-ed, on the UniVersity 
and other lawnstwhich were .opt , in those days subje"cted "to the ch.ernical 
weed control which prevails fl t the present time.;. R" ,ficaria (the " 
Lesser Celandine) wa,s a:lso ,common, and the less ;comJllonspecies, R." , 
auricomus (GoiIlocks) gI"ew on the side of a dit.c:l'i 'Dn Shinfifjld Road 
near the Unive'rsity "Lane: Ent:i" Farm. On the farm itsel,f 'there was a 
fine old barn with a pond a ,t its side, on the banks of Which the 
poisonous Celery-leaved Butte,..cup (R. sceleratus) fl,ourished., 
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In some of the arabU~ . fields, the ; annual Corn Crowfoo,\; (H • . 
arveris1s) and s 'ome Mouse..:tail (Myosurus minimUs) . could. usually be .%ol,1nd. 
"Indeed the la:tter grew So abundAntly.' in one part: of ;the.: farmlaJlE3 . lead­
ingfrom Cutbush' Lane tbtheHiverLo'ddon,-that-1t gave theapP'earallce, 
from a short distance, of a lawn. ' , 

J. --. 

On on'e ' side~ of this farm' lane', - there ' was a copt3'e in which the' 
~arly Purple Orc'hifcf' :("OrohiS: . . maaoula) and' Mosc.hatel (A~o:x:a. . , 

'. inoscha,teilina)lwerec abhndaht~ while" in .the meadowS by the. Hiver .Lpddon, 
to which the lane:' "led , oo'e: could always:find' the · Grieen~w·inged Orchid ­
(Orchis morio) and· ob~asiorially Fritillary . (Fri tillaria 'm.eleagrit3 r. · 

.~ • , I : I • • " :. ;" • r . .... _ " : ' ." • .:. ... ~ .. ". ~ . ' ." " • " P . , • • •. :" ' . ... : . .' .' . 

. Alas! the habitat :o:f ·the';e plants Kaslo~g 's:Lnc.'e ~~~n' de:s·tr'oy~q.;: ~ 
Sh:lntieldHoad ~has b'een 1oI1dened" and the ' d1 tches ·fll.1ed:.'in; the .. ba·r~ ·:op. 
t'he ' farm ,haa been 'demolished,: a:ndth~' pon<i· ·.: ha$· .. van'ished~ ' ,IIer'bicides< . 

" have eradicated' R. :ar:V:ens1s 'and M. minimus -f;X:Qm. the. arable lCl.nd; and. the 
~4 motorilay :cut,s ' tlir~ugh . t 'he ' farniarl.~ underCut~:sh: °tan.e conti:puirig . 
very dIose t .o the .far.m::la:n'e in which ' the Mouse.:bi:£l . once · flo-urished '. 

. . . , " " ' . ,' " ( " '. . ~ H: " ," " '.:. _ . ' ". ' - .~. 1 . ' ., "' . " •. 

Several y~~rs ago 'pj;gs '\'lereturne~ :into ·the .cop:se . ci:ndthey r6ptedup 
the orchids and .all other . plants .'The t'rees have: s'ince :i)'eeri.c<Ut d'ol'1n. 
The meadows by the ' r':iverw'er~drain'e:d' : and.: used f '~r "'short' J:eys 'and" ot'her 
crops, which (Qufi·'fedtlie a'reen,,:w.ingEid Orchids~ i~d ' Fritiilar:i..es.· . . :.-

I ' ; 
. . . . ~ " 

.. . , " ' -

Drainage and the.clear3n:ce or: hushes and' scrUb was 'alsoG-a~ried~ ' 
o.ut oria m:eiadow . on' theother .sid-e of -cfutbushLane ,almosto.ppos1te ' the 
Shinfield G~an~.e ' Gardens :; a meadow' iIi wh~ch I · q~~ .~f.olind , Tltruinwort • 
(Damasoniumalfi3ma) and other compara.t"l.vely rare plants. ' .. 

" ~ , . . ," --. . ., , 

.. Similar 'alterations to the environme~t', with th:e. suh~·equen·t · lcis'&.. 
of the flora,:' a:re. :·lfpparent in other localities 'in ,the __ vicinityr ;of , . ". 
Heading. 'One 'wh.ioh comes to mind is the.: area ' on either .i.side 6f -the": 
road leading ,fr'om· the HEmley :Hoad . .to 'Sonn:ing 'Brid'ge • . ' 'Ih 'the damp" . ' 
meadows on' the' ieft of· th:i:S road we' pould always 'find plenty· of :Mead'ow 
Hue (Thalio'trum: fl.av.Uin)', Guelder. Hose .. · (Viburniiin · '012iilti.B)a.rid~eadow' 
CranesbiU.:(Geranium pratense) while in the di:tch . cm the right ha'no 
side of the road, the ,. Water Violet (Hottonia .paluS'tr1.s) . wa.'s growing. · ·· 

r . , ' : ' • . • • • , • • ',' .. " ., 

. The meadows·'hav.e· long~ since 'been drained a-n&c'tiltivated, <reatil:t:-: 
ing in 'the ' disappearance of .the .native .spec~es, .wh:ile gravel digging ' 
on th'e othersi'de- bfthe road 'has caused ' cnarigesin:the f-lora:'a'hd :: the , 
Water Violet , haeC vanieihed.. , . .; , 

If one continued on the road to' Henley instead of taking the turn 
to Sonning one ' came t ·o a chi:llk ' pit with" an' Int~reS'ting flora, which 
included the uncommon Yellow Vetdhling: (LathyH£s ' 'aphaca), in which ' th'e 
leaves of. the mature plantS' are u'nus'ual 1n' possessing: well dev-eloped 
stipules and tertdrils but' no' lea'flets. · ~ , ' : . ' ", .. 

;. '{ " . ', : 

III ord~r- ' tos~~a typical chalk-down. flora !,'wehad . t~ , go no furth~r 
than Mapledurham, 'f'9r .1.fwe turrie'a I-i'ght:' off the road leading iron! th~ 
B4526 road · .t,Q~he:. vill;age~ we 'found ' ·ouors-elve's~ 6#. . a fo:o.t~th and ' cy.tl'e 
track . leading to Harq:li.ic:k., . Wl.;t.ha 'doWIl ' on ' 'our right andi}a.rab:lef1.eld's .· 
on our left. · 01'1 th~d9wiHt_j1.EC.c..o1U:d .:find most oOf . the . characteristic ' 
Chalk-down plants , i.p.~l~d,d.n·g tifE!, C.ommori Rockrose ; (Reiia4theinum ~ . 
chainaecistU'~l ,_ J''i1.:rg~tlg : flax ' (LinuinJ catharti.cuin) , : Horse'shoe .Vetc·h':· · 
(Hippo6repi~ com~sa) '. Yeilow wort '. (~lackstbri1a perfo~iata.), ·· Milk~?~t '" 
(Polygala vulgar1.6), Hound' s Ton~e (Cynoglossumoffl.cinale) (thl.S . : .... . 
wa's in aouridanc ~ . a.r.9u,nd rabbit burr ows) ~ ';Fly Orc hid (Orchie . . 
insectifeDa)al'ldAutumn 'LaQ.Y'!3. Tresses (Spiranthes spiral~s) t . while._in 
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the arable fields Wild Candy-tuft (~!>e 'ri:s ama!~) ,wa~ abu~dant. Some 
, years ago ' the downwasploughedupw:i.-th the resultl.ng dl.sappearance ,pf 

the na't~ve " :plants, while the ' arable field·s ' wer~ .~reated with herbicides 
' Whic'hdestroyed the Candytuft and many other tYPl.cal chalk-Iand~eeds. 

Included in our curriculum was the study of weeds of arable 
fields; and' 'grassland and forty or fifty years ago a great num?er of 
plant species .I'epr'esenting sever8:l . ~if~~rent-,: Botan,l,CJil famill.e~ , ' . 
i-Iocurred as weeds of ' farm land. On the arable ;fi?lds of the, Un7v!'lrsJ.ty 
fa~l!La1!1.1 v".·.''''''l' farms within a radil1sof five ,ml.J..es from, Re~dJ..l').g the 
following w~edsc,oul.~ , u;~ • . -"".N:, . CreepingB'-1t·tercup, twos,pecl.e~ of ' 
l'V.Pl'.7 (r.;..p""'- .... ). Fumit'6r:r (Fumaria vlll. .... . : .un.H.o) y C!harlock (Sinapis 
G\,pvensisJ, Wild R!"-dish(Raphan:us raphani,strum), Hedge Mustard 
(Si.elm.bri:um ,·'o,fficinaJ.e), ~hepherd' s Purs.e (Caps,ella , bursa~pastor1.s)., . 
Field ,},e;>p:erwor,t O;'ep1.d,ium. campestre), ,Penny Cress (Thlaspi arv,anse ) '" 
Sw:lne-cr'ess(Coronopusequamatus 5·, Heart.sease (V;iola arvensis) , Bladder, 
whit~ ~and Red Camp~<?p.s ' (Silen.~ , ' VU1gar1s. ,S .• ' alba and S. ,dioica), Corn~ 
Coc,kl:e, ( ,Agrastemma Sithago)., Ch:ickwe,ed (Stellaria media), Mouse-:eared. 
Chfckw~~d (Cerastium .ar.vellse), S,p:urrey, c( Sperwla,arvensis), ,Annu8:1 , 
Kn'awe~: ,.cScleraQ.t~us, annuus), Dov.e' ~s ~o~t (G.eraniummolle) and· other 
Cran~sbil;La " Silv,er .We.ed . (Potentilla a,nserina), ,C,r ,eeping Cinquefoil 
(p ~ reptans r,She:phe'rd ~ ,~, Needle . (Scandix pecte'n-'veneris), FO,ol's, 
Parsley (Aethusacynapium)', Cleavers (Galium aparine), Field Madder 
(Sher~rdiaa.rvensi~)., Creeping Thistle (Cirsium arvense) ,Coltsfoot 
(Tu,ssUafOfar.fara) ,' Cor,nChamomil'e(Anthemis arvensis), Stinking 
Maywee~t , A • . cotula) , 'Corn Marigolfi (Chrysanthemum . segetum) t, : Mars,h ' ' . 
Cudweed (Gnaphali:umuliginosum)::t A.nnual and Perennial Sow-Thi'stles 
(Sonchus oleraceus a'nd S. arvensis), Field Bindweed (Convolvulus 
arve.nsis)~ Corn Gromw~dl; (Lithosp,e,rmum arvense), Field Forget-m~-not 
(M6s.otis'arv~:nsisl, Biack Nightsha.de ,(Solanum ,nigrum) , Wild , , 
Antirrhinum , Antirrhinum orontium), Narrow ...... leaved and Broad-Ie.av~d 
Plantains (Plantago, lanceola,ta, Etnd P. ,ma ·or) ,Corn. ,Min.t; (Mentha 
arvensia) t Hemp rfett;le , . (Gale opsis tetrahi.t , ' Red, and White, Dead , 
Nettles (Lall).iumpurpureumand: L. album),. ,H~nbit (L·.amplexicauie), 
Scarlet ,Pimpernel' (AIiaga.l:lis arv-ensis), :Knotgras's ' (P61ygonumfiviculare), 
Persicari:a (P., pe-rsicaria)T Blapk Bind~e:e .d . (F~ ; convolvulus ), ' Fat-Hen or 
Goosefoot (ChenopodniInalbtim), Petty Spurge (Euphorbia peplus), Sun 
S!lurge , ~E.heli-oscopia), ,Dwa!f Spurg~ (E. exigua), Great and Small 
Stinging Nettles (Urtica' ~lioica and U .. . ur.ens), 9ommon Hor:~etail 
(Equ'isetum, arvense) and , various grasses, the most .troub;Lesome , being 
Couch Grass (Agropyron repens), Bulbous Oat-grass ,(Arrhenatherum 
elatius) and Wild Oat (Avena fatua). 

" O~ Grassland, : we~~~' occ~r~ing fr,equently included the three , 
common species:: .of I3~tt~~cuR ment:J..on~~prev.:lously ,Le.seer Ce,landine, 
LadY's : Smock (Cax-da-mine . pra:t~tlsis) ,Ciamp~oIie :, :Ragged , :RO bin (Lychrlis 
flos-cuculi), Mouse-eared Chicl.w,ee,d" 9;rapesbills, DyeI"s Greenweed ' 
(Genista tinctoria), Rest Harrow (Ononis repens), CreepingCinquefoil, 

" Ag:r,;i.mony (Agrim~nia e1,1patoria), Sa,l,~.d BurIl,~t , (Poteri1,1msanguisorba) , 
El!rt~nut (Qonopodi.ummajus), Wild:Carr;o~, ' (Daucuscarota) ," F.ield ' 
Scab,ious (Knauti~ .arvensi~)t:pevil's,,;Bj:t Spapious (Succisa pratensis), 
Eurd.bck (Arctium lappa)., Knapweed" (Centaurea, nigra.), vsr1.oue , Thistles, 
Coltsf.oot, Ox ... ey,e Daisy (Chrysanthemum leucanthemum); RagwDrt . 
(Senecio jacobaea)" Cat' s ~a:I'(Hypochaeris ,rad1-.cf!ta) ,two ,or three 
species pf Ha.w~bit ( 'Leontodon),Go~t't3 Be~rd (Trago:pogon.pr~tensiEl) " , ­
two or tl1ree ' speci~s of Hawkwee(j (Hierac;j,.um), Cornfrey. (SynlPlly..tl..j.m . , 
officinale), Na:rrow~lea'ved and Br9ad:-lea:ved Plantains, , Hb~rYPlantEd.n 
(Plantago media),~ati~~s s~~aies . of Sp~edWell (Vergni6aJ~S~lf k~~l 
(Prunella v~lga~is), Docks and Sorrels (Rumex.spp.), Wil~ Onion .: . ' 

.. , t 



~AlliUm vau.e·8:le)~, , ~Bhe ~ ,( Ju'hcusLspp::- ) anq ':G~~s,eee ; o-f ; no· agricul tura).. , ' 
val~,9;~ ' :e ~ g-~ ,Cr:eep'!,ng , §():~.~,:~r.~!3a.: (Hblc.U:S ,JItP~l:t6r;, Quaking, -Gr~ss:tBriza 
media), " SoftBr~Jne .. GraB.s (Bromusmpl.l.Jiis)" ,arid- Ste.ri;.l'e; · B;t-,o.~e , 'Grae¥( ~_~ : ~: '7; 
(Anisantha' st.ez?::a:~s), .:-- ' ","" ,' '., ' ~~, : , ' " ,',''',-: , -

wo " " e ,~ '. ~ ....... - ~ • . v.. .. .... . .->-. · ~, .c~::., L ~._ '-~ ; '~' . , ~, t. ~t < :~r;·:.... ("'· _ ." _ _ " , .. :i': ", :~: , '. ,"; 

In or~er; .:t'o :im.p~oyeth-e ' -yi,eltl · ttf " th,el' cJf~9:P:s' -~h'rcih-~--tli~Yf g~~w~( , ,t:ar,,m.~rs 
made effort6 " t'o ': e:radicate ':th~$e ~we'ed,s:" :but" iin;~~I, :Ul~}Segin#ip;g ':of:' "t:n::rs ::' 
ceatury / onlyiIie'chan±c41-: 'metiiod(:lWere' uSed to- ' t1i:f s 'end'i anq,,-as ~t~~s.e :: .: 
did not effect totai'''er adlc'cition it was stilI possible to fin,d ,:s.ev,e:t"a,"I',' 
weed species. Gradually, methods of destruction by chemicals 'were '-tr'ied. 
!It-first: onilya very few ",herbic,ide-s wer'e iq:l'Own; an-<i -,in a QC)*- ent:i,tled 
'CommonWeeds' p f,'the l':Fam i,and: Garden" iby :S;a~:ol;q C , ~ ;Long, ,pub1.';lsheq,;. in ". 
1910 it:: is ,s1;ate:rlt,ha;t', the', sulphat:efS ,ocf , ;i'rQ:n]:l:nd.' copp~p, may pe.: re gardi3 d 
as the only: ~n:tat.erial..B alt" p-r(;{seni, -pi, W'~'Ct.i,CCil :iIllWlortano:~ f.qr, ;th,e " 
d'estruc~i:on ;of " we.ede: ,am.O'n'g: ·:P o~:,',-Cl;n~ ,oit:ll,er" QirPRs:. , Howevel'<,' ma,p,y:: mo~e:,,; 
were soon discovered, and"/.bertterarid(,)d';,gg3~, ' machinery ~o:r the.d4,li .. appl:i;-... 
cation was invented and used more and more widely with the result that 
during recent years farmland has become almost free from weeds and much 
less interesting to the botanist! 

What has happene.d . t o.. al1.t.he. nat.iv.e ,.species?, ,..some have taken 
refuge in the few hedges that still remain and on the narrow verges of 
fields, but many have disappeared. This summer I searched for plants 
on stubble remaining .after :o.~e.al:s , ~aci -b.ee,11- , l1:arves·ted :but, so effective 
had been the action' -o-:r" th'e ' he'rl5Icfde's "tlla:t tfound ' only a very few 
plants of Knot-grass, Scarlet P,~p,er,tle1_ ~andFat-Hen. These were on 
the verge of a field near a gateway. 

; .' ' ~ " , ,'. ," : .,. "1 ":" . ' , '. ~- . :. , o r'I':~' ~. ' " , ;' , " ..... l ,-.: .:.. . 'I: '~ ..., ", f 'i ' " 

",,_: Wliile , ~~~~,f~:ril~ t~e ':~e~~s,sit~ c, r~r. .~,n~re~i~ed , prdquc1;i6~ of :' !oodit 
:lS S:ad to s 'ee our , ~ativ~ flor'a d1minfsnf~g so dr~stic~lly, " anc:~ were I 
still 'teac'hfng B6tany ' t sh6th.d 'bave:/ f otravel "'further :and ' furtll'er still 
from 'Reading to f ,ind manyoi \~ur indige'nousplarttei~' .. ' 

, . '. ",: . . . , ~ ;:':" "; t/ f , • .' . " < • ~ (' r' .! 

.t " ' ." 

'i f ... . ,;. - .. - - "-

"" The (h;strtict1bn cf "the 6JrJi inontqna 'site ; at Wokingham ' 
• . ; .">-! , ... ..: • • r . :: .: " : : I . ~ .' . ' ~. •... • . , ; 

fi • ~~_ . '·{fi· .. :·. :bf ~:'.H~:.:>.J. ~~ ,~M:~'fi. Bow..n·~ : ." 

The construction of a new ;r()u~dab(j)ut . p.ear Wokingham has probably 
destroyed the only habitat for the rare sedge Carex montana; I- ,. , in .. 
Berkshire. Last November I happened to notice that the si't~e :' was in ' 
danger, and by ~rra~gementwith the Site Engineer I was given a week's 
grace to aavewha-t : :T .~ cbUJ.d : before the bulldozers moved in. Unfortun­
ately the :plantwa~ - qui~e ;'invisi'ble in the closely grfl~ed ,turf at that 
time of year. However, with the help of some enthu~iastic third-year 
Botany student~, i moved ' about 12 square metres of t~rf to the new 
Botanic GardEH1 in 'Whiteknights Park. This June, at le~st , one good 
clump of thep+~lit flowered t~ere, a~d it , is prc;>posed ' t 'o bend" offsets 
to the Bota#ic ,Ga:rden at Cambridge ,+ find ' p'erhaps "elsewhere . '~ Itis not 
impossible that a few clumps may ' remain ' at the""original site, but more 
than 90% of tlie 'Jhabitat has been bodily remov9<i by bulldozer~. :: Carex 
montana is' no\4i c6tifined to twelve Grid squa;t-~I:!~ in Britain, and the 
nearest ~ locality . :j..s .. :n9W ,on' the Mendips. Othe;" , plants of old grassland, 
destroyed with the Carex, included ' Dye:r~ ' G-.reenweed (Genista tinctoria), 

. ~ : . - . -;, , 



DeVils ;Sit; (Sucoisa prtitensis); TW'~entl!l.; JPo,tantilla ,.e;t'ec'ta~\" B~t0X?": ,:) 
(Betdhica : offictinalie)" P~r_I:J),~y _ Pi,ert (Aphaneft 'arveneas)" SI>.eedwe1~ .. 
(Veronica off:l.cihali:s"h Sti tchw'o~1;-; .-( Stellaria gramnea);, Sneezewor~,' 
(Achillea ptarmica), the sedges Carex flacca and C. hir'ta, and _the ' 
grass Sieglingia decumbens: , the mosses Di'cranella heteromalla, 

'-P6Iyt':-r:LChUhl f 'ormoslim',,:, , 'Pott1'l!l- lanceola ta,i, ',pseudoscl'ero'pod1um purum' and 
Rhl-tldiadelphus squa,rr~osu8: the lichens Le cid ea' grianul.osa and 1. 
scaIar:ls -( ori old wood): ; , anti the fungi Hycena fibula and Russula 
pa:ra~urea ~ - -, 

". ; -The ' moral for conservationists would seem -tO' be to maintain con~; 
sta'ht vi:i!lancein tbe, field, 'and 'to l1aise:'with' County Planning 
Autliorltie's so -as to 'avert threats to the' rJl.ocal' f'lorain' good time ~ _" 
With theproj'ecteddoubling 'of<th,e; populatiO'n df t 'he .. Reading area 
during the next 25 Y'ears.Jtia-ny other 10ca'l sit'es: are sure to disappear, 
e',jpe·c1aH.y' those- at· thEf edge~ iot 'existing'towna.. ' , 

• ' 1 " : :" 

~ .-' ' . " 

t _ .. , 

',', -

by B. ,A. Boweri ,:., 

, Staverna.\te ,F,oreat is one .- of the few ,re,lPaining large areas Qf -ancient 
woodland 'le ft :in : the southof~ngJ:.and. " T~emos, 1; : int,eresting an,r: cllar~ 
acteristio. _.fungal"habitat :i.n Savernakeis - th~leat ,litter ' beneatht4El 
iargeand "very old beech trees, ,most ,ot jihich ' now only surround Grand': , 
Avenue, although there are othe'r very good 'areas of beech woodland , 
within the Forest. 

A widespread variety of fungi, characteristic of the Forest, was 
found on the SocietY's3~cyr~ipn .,i~ la~e _S~p~e~b~r.!, ,Altogether, about 
a hundred species were found although the total macromycete flora of 
Savername now amounts to some 750 species. A few comparative 'rarities 
were found and the; most inte~esting ot .. these .a~e mark~dwith an asterisk 
in the list~ ' PossiblY" the best ' finds ::&t theday-- we'reRussu~a--·' ta.rinipes, 
Lepiota konradii and Canthare!lus infundibuliformis, all of which are 
new to the Forest. 

HYME~bMYCETES ­

" , Aga.riQale~ " 

BASIDIOMYCOTINA 
;. . .~ -

Agar1cales (c dnt. r 
, '. 

Aliltini ta' fulva ',' --Clitocybe i ntund1bu11formis 

. , '. 

, ' niuscaria 
r ,ubescens " . 

.... , . ,,", 

Armillaria mellea " , 
Boletus 'chrysenteron (ss. Watiing) ~ 
, ' ~padictits , (ss. Wa tling) ," .. . 

' : Carttharellus clavipes ­
dealbata 
geotropa · 
infundi bullf ormis " >J 

odora 

Collybia butyra.~ea. , 
, , , c onfluenf! 

-' , . do-ophiia 
" fueip,es " 
macul~ta 

_ peronata " 
tesquorum ~ , ':' 

Conocybe teneras. ' lat 

Coprinus atramentarius 
comatus 



.. -":\ 2~, -
r-_ " 

Agaricales (cont.) t -., - . "' > " , 

Coprinus hiaseens 
micaceus 

·' :plicat:kli:&: , . . 

. : i ;" 

C~z:;tinflr.i.us~ ? :p,s~udosalor " 

EntolQma siriuatum. ':' . 
,;' . 

Galel:1i~a . .tihiicysti,s * * 
c, _ ' . ! . '_' . ,' ~ 

Hebeloma crustuliniforme 
.~'.'~ ~ . ," ,*.' . . p' .... , ., 

Hygrophorus carltharellua ~ :~ 
n:i,gresce.l}.s. ~ T 

, Hypholoma fas~:i~ula;~ ' .. 
_ . J... : • ..', \ ~ ,:.' ' . ~J • ' . 

Inocybe geophylla . 

Laccaria amethystina 
lacoata 
proxima 

Lacrymaria velutina 

Lactarius blennius 
quietus 

. -Agaricales (eont.) 
. ( . -

Russula farinil'e~': r':' 
fellea 
fragilis ::. _ 
he~er6phylla '* ' 

., • . ' : : 1 -laurpce}:,a,si * 
lutea ~< 

. , ' .,., .; 'mG\¥re'i 
. .. - nigricans 

ochroleuca 
. • ' ~ )- , • .- "'1' 

parazttrea-" , .,','.: . , 
vesca 
vire:sb,emi';.':' .. :, .. :: 

Tric,ho.loma argyr.aceum 
, , ~ ' " " b'arneum " 

'Tu15ari~' c()n~per6a· 
furfuracea 

Aphyllophorales 

,.:subdulCis .. 

Leccinum sc~bru;ri (-ss. Wa~i:!rig) . '-l, . .. 

Clavulina cri~tat~ :> 
'dori6J.'~sver~·fcol'o; 

,Da~diilea . qu~rc1na • , " ' .. . 
Ganoderma applanatwn , 

Meripilusgliganteus .: , 
Lepiota cristata 

• • • . •• .1 ' l ' . .i,. '. ,', ,', ' :: 

konradii .:" 
.',' :._1 ,,' • •... ' 

" ' " . '1 ', · ; · 
' -' ... ·PEl..;,bfa: ' metis~61des Lyophyllum, decastes 

• . ~ '. I '. ': . ' .. • 

Mycena galericulata 

ga.lopus ' 

gypsea ': 

inclinata 

swartzii '" 

vitilis 
.- .... . , 

Oudemansiella mu~fi~ta.. , . ~~ . ' :~, .... 
radicata 

Panaeolina foenisecii 

:paxillu,6 ip.vo).u.tU,6 , 
• '. . I ' . \> . ,. '~ . 

I Plu t eUBl:; c -enitius.' . . " .. ' 

"!. ", • :~ .. ; .. ;". 
Ramaria stricta ~' ' 

. "J '. r • 

( -
Dacrymycetales 

Dacrymyces stillatus 

.: Lye 9P'ei":dale!s. 

Calvatia coelatum " 

Lycoperdonperlatum 
' .'." , .. .. , ':pyrif~orme 

-"' , ' ~ ·: 12~a.fhyfeliahy~~'hphiitiri( ') '-; . '. ' 

-~~sula' ; a t(['bPurpu~ea: , : , .,,: .. ' .:., ,.: ",: 

'. ~; . ~ : "" .' '. , tT'~sc~ilWn (r~pr'~~sum ' 
..... . : ~. " ~ . . 

Phallales : .... : ' ' . . . 

. .cyanoxan.tha' ~ .:: : ,: ; 
d~lioa::' : 

':1 . 

Phal·lus impudic~a . 

'. '. . .. 
. "~ . ~ . .. . --. -.- ... . 

" , _ .J ; ,' 'I ; 

1. • 

, " 

.:' , : . ., .: , . ; ., . -.. ..... . 
" " i ~ ... ~ : 
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ASCOMYCOTINA 

DISCOMYCETES "f 

Pezizales ' 

: Helvella crispa 

Peziza. oadia" 
' vesi.ulosa 

Sphaer1al:es (cont.) 

Nectri8,' cinnabarimi ' 

ustulina delsta' 

Xylaria: hypokylon' 

FYRENOMYCETES . PLECTOMYCETES 

Sphaeriales Erysiphales 
.• • .i" 

:Oi~trype disciformis 

Hyp~xylon fra,giforme 
Micros.phaera alJ?~itoides 

Nomenclature 
. ~. I 

The ~uthorities . followed include 
" -: " . ,' ,' , " 

Dennis, R~W.q., Orton. P. D. & Hora, F. B. (l960) cNew Check L~~t ot 
British AgaricB and ' Boleti, Trans. Br. ,Mycol. Soc., 43 suppl.. (for 
Agarics) • . ' , 

Watling;R. - CJ,970)l?01etaceae: Gomphi.iaceae: P~illaceae, British 
Fungus ,Flora .I. H.M.S.O., Edinburgh. (for Boleti) ' . 

, . •. ; . " , , " I . 

Dennis, R. ]\'{ •. ~ q. (1,9.§8 'j .British Ascomycetes, J .Cramer (for 
Ascomycotina) -

Ainsworth; ;(i'. C~ (1971) Diotionary of the Fungi, 6th e~., C.I.M., Kew o 
(General) • 

~ .'. - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Report on Aston Upthorpe 1974:, 

by M. Sell 

1974 has been a ye'ar of contrasts, both inr~sp~ct of the weather, 
and as, far as the , Reser-ye has been concerned. A· fairlY '.n1ajor job of 
fencing ' the outs'ide of ' the Reserve was carried. out by a small team of 
B.B.O.N.T. members, ,together with members of ' the" Reading and :District 
Natural History Society~ and I ' am very gratefu1.:' for their assis,tance. 
Two full days were. spent on this activity, together with some mowing, 
although this year the grass has needed very little~ttention. Pre­
vious years' mowing has now kept down the growth of Bromus erectus to 
such an extent that probably cutting the grass in alternate years only 
will suffice for conservation purposes. Another factor to be taken 
into account, however, will be the amount of grazing off-season by 
cattle allowed into the Reserve for this purpose. I reported last year 
that about a third of the total area had not been cut, and in fact 
little extra growth was noted when compared with the rest of the 
Reserve, which was cut in 1973. 
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Two or" three $hort-earedOwls . were seen on , on~ . , of; .the visits wn.,en 
fenoing was carl-ied ' out, .. and , a Green ' Woodpeck:er , w/ils , al~'o ,; se~n flying : 
past. By the end of March, ten plants of Anemone pulsatilla wer:El . s(3'.~n 
to have buds, and by April 21st, a remarkable display of blooms was to 

., be '6·een, ·' fift'Y~0ne~ ' or which wer_e ': 'i 'nside: t.p'e5.mal~encl.osur_e"; with thir­
teen'l ,further': buds ' .to,. come, but only thi,rteen : J-l.9'\'1:~rs. ... aJl~: .J;hree. l,:luds :; 

- outside the ' small 'enci.'0sur,e.., : manyJ of the , l~tt-er , :b.avillg ; su;ffered~ yol,e or 
mbuse damage. Outside ' th~ Reserve f 'ho~e.:yer:,the.· colonya.bove thelare;e 
encJ:o~ure - eC>l'lt'ained ' Er It ,'otal ' oL ni-nerty-one,, floWe.r>s a:Jidj~ thi:rte:en puds, most 

. o'f ' which had be-eir lei.!t', und1lIl1aged\ - ~nd ,p~c:ause o( : · t;l~~ long(3r: gro~th_ of 
'grass, hadrriilch l'Origer . stalks . :. <T.ota.lntlmb,ers i1,l botll~i t ,esw.ere on~ 
hundred and eight y-f;our, compared ,w1.th ninety-s.eV;en , in,'i App~ll973 • . ~At 
this ~·>ttme, , P'o1y£;a:la , :caft.ca:rea .WaS: also :beg~ning ~ J;:O i come int9 . ,flpwe:r • . 

'. The ,'colony" of Priinula; veris: was not: .. n:earlY :l;ls ,;L;?\rge . a:Slastl yea_~~ " 
Even at this late , <:ia~e, it was: po:sei;ble .to watcn :a:, · phor:t~~ared Owl , : ; 
hunting in the late afternoon, this one being an extremely pale 
individuaL " ~ 

' , ' ! .. • , ( '.' ; . : . ; " . "" 

, By' t"he beginning of May, ,pU1:aa<'tilrla.:' wa.s probably at·its. be:st, 
with a total of eighty 'flowers and .bud-s ti:n -the Sl!!all en,c10sur:e, . ..fo~ty­
eight outside, but these figures were surpassed by the total of one 

. hundred' '~rid . "f.ifty';'fi ve ·f1owera, :and- 'buds intllecolony aqqvethe Reserve. 
'The:Cgran:d; total of :two hundred. :ande>ighty-three~ exce~ds ~bY _quite a 
large 'margin the pre,vious ,hea.t 1- .. have ' kn.own fro_ID. Aston .Up1;ho.r;p,e,aruI 
many,. individual:s and parties .~took .:'advantage :of th.a new !permi t syst.e,m 
tovisi,t ;the' 'Reserve at this: time d Df the. 1,ea:r .tQ. .. ,enjoy ·t4e, di~pl~y~' 

• . • • ". " . ", "~ - ~. - • :: "" ~ j ' , r 

Afte'r · the. i extreme-l~ ' :dry a·nd .lWarm:s:prin-g ~nd ;e~.t:'lysum~~r, the 
early pla~tsgotoff t .o a ,-good eta-r1::.: ~and , by ·the . b~gi,-nn±ng",o:t: Jcune" 
tstte'cdo campestris was : flbwe·ringat: . 8.,b.ou t :. ':a 1}Qrmal : :leT,el, plant.s : l?ei:ng 
liberally distributed over the Res'erve- area: -- --Orc'liis l,lst'91a.tlt · seemed 
to be doing far less well, however, and only nineteen flowering spikes 
inside the Reserve, with six outside, could be detected, even after a 
careful count. The prolonged dry spell had had its effect on the 
growth of grass, however, and cattle, put into Juniper Valley in far 
larger numbers than normal, had virtually cropped the whole area in 
record time. . -- - ., - .. - . . 

By mid-July, the drought was over, but this had given way to a 
period of much ,Iess '· settled,.weather, :with . t~mpe:rrat~re.s " below normal, 
and the cattle ' had litirdlY-"ieft:--a,-' blade - of":grass- in 'tlie -valleyl The 
flora in the Reserve was aleo :verY ,dieaPPointing - a very few Pyramidal 
Orchids (Anacamptis pyramidalis) were to be found in outlying spots, 
but virtually none in the Reserve itself, a very unusual situatton i \ 
but one which was to prove typical of this year for Orchids rn- "Eferieral. 
Only six floweriIig ~ spikes " of Frog .Ora.hid (:CoelQglol;3$l,l(ll,; "ir;\'Qe ))'Qould 
be found, in two ~olonies of three each ~ ' but' - \lsual qu~ntTt!e'6 : 'or'::: 
Qatl4Y~u~~ (.rbe~is aIM,ra) and , PClle 'I'?~dfl~x (Linaria rel?eris) .'1er~ to be 
seen on the ap:proac~es t~ ' the "Reserye, . . At thJ,.s tin;te, .' tlieus~aJ,-' pair 
of ' Kestrels were :. t~b·~ seen~ but nC? sign . oI'. a'~y')~ojing,· 'birds. ,; ' ~uiming 
reI?ai;r.~and tensl;-Qfl~n~ " werc:i 99he : to , the fen~in:~ ::to . pi;~ve~~ ' pat'ti_cularly 
robus.t and frisky young -cattle from' entering 'Ure Reserve l ' . . '. 

- In August • . ;·f -lora.' on' the ; Reserve· was . even more apt;lrse, althp)1gh 
there ' were good ' displays : oj'"Cl-ustered 'Bell!lower ' (C'ampanu1~;- giQ~foiata) 
on the approaches, and some on the Reserve ~tself'. . · ~field n~!u:· . the 
Reserve, where ,a cropo!, +ugerne was grOWing, produced some !7\agnificent 
sped.mens of ' Night-s6eht~a~· t&tCflfiy ' ( Siletre ' nt>ctifl'6~;a), w~i9h h~d not 
been seen there before, but generally the flowering seast>~ r fb~ - m6st 
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" plantil! from June onw~rds has be'en poor~ Stone ' Curlews were heard call­
ing in mid-August, but" no sound. (or sight) of , Quail this year on tbe" 

, Downs~ ' .. , 

.. 'r The Farm' Maha.:ger has kindlyprovi'de'd some , fencing with b~rbedwire 
to 1>reventcattle-'enteringthe . Reserve from. the bott'om, w'here , o~r, 

' effort's earlier in ' the ' year' were not :, adequat'eenough to pro,v.ant det~r­
, 'm'ined ' and probably hungry C'attle from getting in to' ..sample the, veget­
ation. ' Some ; i-~inforcement will "be' necessary during , the : winter to '" 
prevent these 1ncursionsat~: the! height 'of the , f~owering s:eason" althoughj the ,damage done was slight, the wea.ther.being so ' dry; at the beg;i.nning 

" of the Yehr':." We had: been wa'rned ' that '-grazing, this 'Year would be: ml1ch 
more 'intene9~ than' h'i'thertd:,>andthe fact that, thiscoineidedw:;L:th:, ', " 
reduced, grass growth in the ' spring ' meant ' that ~'the,' :whole ' valleyhW3 now 
beenadeq:u:a.t'elygrazed: 'for the fi,rst · time Iil"-many ' ~fears' . 

, ' r' ':-
.. C" :" 

The small enclosure will also have to be re-fenced with, vo,l;e - ' 
and rabbit - proof wire, as this seems to have a restricting effect on 
the' nibbling bft;he ' buds of, pUlsatilla, .and also ,acts as a cur:b- on 

.. 'd.fer-enthusiastichurnan i'ntrusion" 'incid'ental1yt: 
-. .... 

Overal:l~ ' apa.rt from the outstanding success of Pulsatil1a"adit3-
appointing year, not' hel,pe'd bypredominantweatherconditions.Orehids 
inparticulartaei ~we11 as "other chalk r-1'Or.at ~ :have "had a: bad "year, ',but 
one' shouldnote:X:pect sue cess 'al:l , the time, ~' " The mowing ,c onmti tnlentis 
ste'a.dily being re,duced t ' :and, can now :'be 'eno ompassed 'easily wi thi.n 'twa 
days. the balance being carried out the following year. As mentioned 
last 'year, 8: 'measure ' of succ'essi's · .. being ' ~chieved in the return of 
ant's , to ':previously ,deserted anthil'ls t acc,ompaniedby the ' spread ' o'f . 
Horseshoe Vetoh(HiPpocrepiS ,comosa), :the ', ifo6d..,.pla~t of the ,, (hll)J:aUl 
B~ueButterny ~ : _,:: ,l_ ,:-, " '/ ., 

. ; . 

: .... ; 

' i: , ' " r ", 

, c , 
! . ' ; 

: ., ' . 

r ' : ~. I 

' byH., 'H. ;Carter 

AMPHIBI.A: • .. ' ~ 

, - ' . ... ;. 

Tr1:tur\t.:'SVti..1'gatis : (~ : J, Smooth 'Newt. ' A- female taken on land ,; near 
Ti1ehUr,st elay, pits lL4~74; :' ' I -

.. Bui~ ' 9ufo ; (L~+ :" ; 1"oad. ,~~ver~l killeq crossing rC?ad on migrat:io~ 
, ~t LeightonPar~ 23.3.74. (BTP). One dead on road in Emmer Green ' 
~7'.~.74. " M~lnY s'p~wning ina popd a~ Biri,:ffeld .. H~ath' 5.4;74 (MJC & 
CW) ~ ' Spawn ' :l.n ,a garden p.ondatn~adf,i~ldhf'ld' , ' hatched);>y 20.5~74- ,: 
(KP). " , 

;Ral'la temporaria L. Frog.Several .. killed 'on migration at Leighton 
, ' , PlarK: " Z3.J.'Z4 ~ CB'l'P) ';TWo cllimps -of spawn in the pond at Binfield : ; 

' Heath 5'.4.74 (MJC&' CW). ':, 

Dead Man t s ' Pond .• ' on,ce a good, 16caiity,:for . ~mphibia I has b~eri 
, fi1l,~d : in. '. ' " .' ' ., " , , - , :,' 



Lacerta vivipara Jacq. Lizard. One at Asten Uptherpe Reserve 
31.3.74 (BRB). One the same day en Peppard Cemmen (KS) ~ ', ' ", 

AnSuis frq,gilis;' L. siow Worm. ' .onl:ld deadi en ' path en CofuptoifDewn 
2G.5.74 (KPY. , ·' , : ' , ' " ' " ,: ' 

' " ' Natrix,: natrix" (L.) , GraS6~_' Sn.ake. , 'on,~ : , a,t · Mp~T'j Ceps~~e~e:1'v~ ' 56.3.74 
(BRE ). , ' One ~ in, Nuney' Gr.e'en ,Wo.od 30.4 .• 74. : 'r,hreeat Woelha~pten 
10 .,9.74. Ajuv,enile' breughttot-he M~seutn · .1.l.0.74 ha\i ver.y: ':r)~le , 
markings as in seme ef the Mediterranean races and may have , heen bred 
in captiv~ty. ' , 

. , 

V1:pera ; berus: (L.) Adder. One .seen e,n , ~cklebury UPP,ElI: .C6iflInen 
"· 26 '~5 '.74 :ahewe,d a ' ,black z:igzag.marking' ~en a light grey , bac~greund , and 

was 300- ·";, 400rnin '(.12 t ,e 16 inches ) lo.ng .. :, (Th:i.swas almest 'certainly 
q. male.) 

MAMMALIA 
:" ',. .. , ".:, . 

INSECTIVORA ' 

Serex ara~eus , L • Shrew • On'e' at KidIIiot-'e End 18.11.73 and 'two. there 
21.4.74. 'One 'nearSenI11ng Cenuno.n · ,4.5.74~ One the ' sa.me 'day at 
Aidernias'ton Soke (SYT) ~ , 

TalpaeurbpaeaL. , Mele. Molehills a.tBurghfield 29.12.73. One 
dead at Gallewstree Cemmon 31.' 3~74. , One dead at Manel;' Farm, hanging 
in a bush abeut 1.2 metres (4 feet) frem the greund 2.4.74 (KP). 

Erinaceus europaeus L. Hedgeheg. I have seen mere live hedgehegs 
,this , year ,th?-n in the ,whole of tl;le rest of my , career hitherto.. 
Emmer ~Gree.~, ' f p~ ; decid ' on 'r6a~ ,on , various da:tes, and,t' orie in Caversham. 
Senning Co~moit,nine al,.ive ' an~ ' three dead"ii'l ' everymortth except 

' Februa.ry ' an9 .. ~arch (MJC~ ' SR; KS ahd~ecBr(jet'). One dead, Chalkhouse 
Green 21.6.74. ' One at W1thy: Cepse ' io~7.74. 

, , GHIROPl'ERA 

Small bats, patrelling tall hedgerews in, the manner ef Pipistr'ellus 
pipistrellus (Schr.) and considered to. be ef this species, 'seen as 
fellews: Three at Kidmere End 29.4.74. Two. at BlackmereLane, ' 
Senning Cemmen 16.5.74 .. One at Withy Cepse 17.5.74. 

CARNIVORA 
~ . -.r 

VU:lIHfa vulpes : (L. ) , . Fox. . Eighteen r~oords f;romthe B:~adfield, 
Padwerth and Sonning Common" are,as (:the.se. b,~ing' .thehO\bitats' of these 
o.bservcerswho' report .f'ex.es, .viz. ' KP" MJH and the 1te"co,r.d~r) • Also. 
one shot on the Palmer estate, thirteen on a keeper's gibbe,t ,at. 
Bradfi,eld an\l , thir,t.Y~two en a gib,bet at Yatte,ndon (RG). " 

M~U~S<ineles , (~~ )C~' Ba~~~r:'," . Tra~kB ~~ ~ :cat~ie~'i~~'~ghriearOrd 
Rectbry,;' an.d' in woous: north of Bettelnheuse Farm, Bradf,ield " (K~). 

'C:Q.~psesa:tWoo.deote' 5 •. 9.74 (-HJMB) and ,Ca"ersham 20..8.74. On~ 
heard calling in ,Wi.thy- ,Co.pse . 17.'.,74,. " 

" . Mus:te:la. ~rml.nea ):.,. · , St~dat. 'Orl:~ af Lowbury, : Hill '20.4.74, mdbbed by 
, ' fapwings ' (KP). , ', . " , ': ' '. ", . ' ." " . '. 

M. niva1is L. Weasel. One killed in Caver~'ham 22.1'.74. One en 
the~'Fai'rndllenear Aston Upth,oi'''pe'¥ 8-.12.73" en~~ :.at :Burghfi,el~: (}~avel 



Pit carrying a screaming but unresisting water vole with remarkable 
. . . ;:~--~ .:: .-ease 13.1.74, one at Manor Farm 29.7.74 (KP). 

ART I ODACT¥IA 

Cervus-, dama L. Fallow Deer. . Numb,ers much reduced at Padworth 
tMJH). Five in Crowsley Park Woods nearHarpsdenj -l.5 -.74~ and a 
mother and fawn there later in the year. About sev'en at Hook End 
17.5. '74. · Other activity in ' May evidenced by slots': at 'B1nfi-el:d " Heath, 
W661hamptori and Krib'ri'l Hi:ll<~ ' '. Slo'ts 'in ' Chickory Planta"~ion, . BuokjiOld 
near B-redfield13.l0~74 may hav'e been ·of either thi,s or ,then_8xt 

, s:pecie~. " .;, 

Capreolus capreolus (L.) Roe Deer. Tracks in dense copse at 
Greath6u.se Woods, Bra,dfield 17.3.74; .species s8..id t -o, be present in 

. Ca:ptaint"s Gorse,Upper Basildon « 14~7.·74; one in BraJ1lshill Forest, 
-:'!.'a male at close range, 19;7'.74and·! on'e there 2.8.74 (KP.). · 

The Upper Basildon record, if correct, represents a ~ further 
northward extension of the range of this species in our area,_ 

", .. ', 
Muntiacus reevesi Ogilby. Muntjac. Eight records from theSoriiiing 
Common area, five from the Bradfield area (KP), one from Ri,c~hfie'~d 
Road (R!.) and two from Knowl Hill inqicate, th~t the distribution of 
this species , remains uncl:l,anged. " One ' heardat" l.3.radfieldat ,12 ~10 a.m. 
repeatedly ' uttered three to ' s:1.x ' barks in quick ,succession followed 
by an interval of about half a minute and maintained this 'cycle for 
about an hour (KP). " Those which I haveheard:i,n the Chilterns 
s.howa "similar cycle but less .pe'J."si~tence. " . " , 

LAGOM0RPHA . . .~' . . ; 

, Lepus -capensis Pail~s IIare , .. ' .. One a( Sonnin'gc9~9n29 • ..3~~?4~ , ',Three 
~t Kidmore End. l.4.74 (EMC) and two, .th~re 13.4;74; ' One at .. 
Bishops+.and Farm 25.6~74and 9.7,. 74.Sii. iri :orie ! field, andcithers 
nearby at Lowbury ' 20~lt, ~74" three or' mQrf' ort -Haw'<A:t~fiel(f~A6hampsteal 
11.5.';64 (KP). One at TwYford · 3.4'."74. ' 

Oryctolagus cuniculus (L.) Rabuit. Thirty-eight records . f~ol~lthe 
Sonning Common area (EMC, KS and the Recorder), 13urghfield and Gorin 
mainlY :i.n .April and . May. 

RODENTIA ' 
" , 

Rattus norvegicus Berk. Brown Rat. One at Bradfield, not recorded 
there before, 22.3.74, and a colony of abour twenty seen ~t .. dawn near 

, their holes in a hedge at Lowbury Hill 20.4.74 (KP). Seen dead on 
road a:t 'Coppid Hall,, :I3iri'f:ield Heath 4.5'.74, Rp.therfield , Grey.s ';19.6.7 
and ChalkhouseGreen:: 12 .9,.74:-. · One ' at ' 13ish0psland' Farm ,S6nn~rig : 
Common · 11".5.74 0' " One 'at Crowmarsh",19.5.?4:. '- One '~t , C.aversh~ Lock 
13.9 .74. ~ , , , " ' ; : 

Apodemus' flavic~liis- tMeichio~)'. Yellow-necked Mouse. . A'tDouse 
:trappediridobI'ff at J3uscotCoPSE1, ',Bradfield dispI:a.yed the , typi.9a1 

. colour pattern of this species and' although rather' amaiI" (h~&d and 
body 9cimm,' tail 106 mni, hind foot 22--\mm).'was , most probably f;Lavicoll 
(April 74). The observer -recor.ds the coloJIr' of _ the .'upperv pa,rts as 

'J??p.dy yellow with .a darker ver,te bral strj,pe, which suggests that it 
may have been a juvenile. Another' example wastake'n h~ere :J.a.'t~z. : in t1l 
year but, no details were recorded (KP). ' . 

, ' 

krvic'ola. . amphib'ius {L.)" : · Water 'V'ole '.: · Prey . of. weasel at' Burghfield 



·· -~l .-

Gravel Pit13.l.74 . (KP). One on the Kennet at Woolhampton 7.5.74, 
two there ' · 10.·9~74arid again on·17.9.74. :· ·· '· 

' MicI'otus uagrestis (L.) Short-tailed Vol~ ,. One ~t .$onning Gonup.on 
4.3.74.' One dead in Vastern Road, Reading 19.7~74.Twb · 'fElediri;g on 
small _w~eds o~L ;a gI'avel (~rive Ci,t Bradfield ,we:r;-e so . t~me that the 
observer was able to approach to within ·300~ , iI)m . (oiie, fo6t).3~8~74 
(KP) . ' ., . , . 

. . . ,,~ -, . 

Sci~us ; car61inensis Gmelin. Grey Squirrel. Sixteen records from 
the Sorining. Common' area : (Rec'Order -'and MJC). De?-d on;; rga.d in ~l!lmer 
Green 28.12.73, 3.1.74 and 5.8.74. Female dead at Mi'd~4~6~74 
(DGE). 

'; -, ;' .' ; 

r . l .. 

:" ! - ~l :- ; . 
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:-; ~ ". 

OrderOdoria:ta: . (Dragon'fli:es} 
:. , 

Agrib~ : kPlend~zis (H'arri:s) Banded Ag~h)n 
SulhaItste&d LOCk', '18th May; 'Rivet'- Pang,pa.rkWood',Moor Copse Nature 
Reserve, 6th July. (KIT) 

Lestes sponsa (Hansemann) Green Lestes 

Park -Wood, M'~'or Copse Nature R'eserve (away · ir'omRiver Pari~), ,'6thJuly. 
(KIT) . 

Enallagma cyathigerum Charp. Common Blue Damsel-fly 

In the waterGard~-n~ Ho~r 'Cops:~ 
(KIT) '.. '! ' . . : . . ' . ..:. ' ' . 

Nat'ure 'Re'~'~rve,6thand i9th -iuly. 

Cordulegaster boltoni (Donovan) 

Pad\'[orth, 6th July ~ .. : . . r 

Golden-ringed Dragon-fly 

Aeshna· .cyanea . (Muell.) , . ... Sou~ll~r~ . ,~e.shn~ 

Padworth, 6~hJu~y.· 

Aeshna grandis (L.) 

Padworth, 6th July. 
. " - "", :" 

Libellula depressa L. 

Padworth, 6th July. 

Brown Aeshna 

.. . ' 

Sympetrum striolatum (Charp.) Common; Sympetrum::·- - ' : , 

In the Wat~r Ga~a~n~Moo~ :Copse Nature RJ~~~~, -:: 24th: AUgUst,. (ltIi') 
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Order Hemiptera 

HilD.ac'eru~ 'apterus (Fabr.) Moor Copse Nature Reserve, 20th August. 
~ , "" , , (liHe ) ~' : 

Cyil~coris histrioI'liou.s (L~' )Gor:i.ng~ea~~~ : 25th Julle. . (HHC) 

Acampocoris pygmaeus (Falle'n) Pullen's Pond, Burghfield, 16th ~ ; ) 
April ~ ',: (~Hq) .. 

Orius miriutUB (L~) Goring' Heath, 20th July . -(EB) ~ : ,,--: ' 
, . ~ ".:1 

Order Hymenoptera (Bees, Ants, Wasps, Saw-flies and Ichneumon-flies) 

Xyelid'ae- , ' 

Xyela juli! (:Brebis,s ,'p.n). W(*,~b,eld ' Common, loth April. ~ ,(~HC) , 

Cep~idae 

Calameuta filiformis (von Eversmann)~ Wnolhampton, 11th June . 
(HHC) 

Tenthredinidae 

Macrophya albipuncta (Fall~n). 

Pristiphora abietina (C~r~~~)~ 

Woolhampton, 7th May. (HHC) 

Goring Heath, 30th April. (HHC) 
.. : ". . - -- ".. .", ..... 

Allantus cinctus (L.) Reading, 26th May. (EB) 

Sphecidae t , 

Cemonus wesmaeli Morawitz ,Woolh,ampton, 11th June. (HHC) 

Trypoxylon attenuatum Smith, F. Aldermaston, 24th August. (HHC) 
Reading"" 6th. Septeml!le:r .• , (E}?) , . 

Coelocrabro leucostomus (Ii.) ,', Readll~g,. ,25t~" J~~y~ ', '- (En>" " . 
- . " -. . " . : -. . - . .. ... - -". ". ~ , 

CrossocerUB varus LepeJ..etie.r &' Br:1.1.1):e. Readi:ng, l~;t~: Augus~ ,. , ,S;EB) 

Vespidae 

Symmorphus ,sinuatissimus Richards 

Ichneumonidae 

" ' 

. .• J . 

Woolhampton, 3rd' 'September~' 
(HIlC) 

" • I • 

Aoplus virp?inalis (We~mael). , ~ead~ng, 19th July; , -(]m) . 
. • :! r ' . . "_ :. ' -... > .: .. '.} , 

Asthenolabus intratorius (Gravenhorst). Woolhampton, lOthSeptem,ber. 
(HHC) , ' 

. ... 
Barichneumon deceptor Gravenhorst. 

! • ~ : " . ~ ' r . . " ': : '. ( . . . .~ 
W oolhampt6n, lOth' Sept'~ll1ber. 

' f , ((HRC) 

Cra tichneumon varipes (Gravezihox<st)' ~i ' Goring :'Hea t ·h, , .. 16tli,':J\ily .~ (JIHC.) 

Exephanes ulbrichti Hinz. Woolhampton, lOth September. , : :(HHC) 

Cynipidae 

Andricus glandulae (~chenck). Goring Heath, 30th" March. ' (El\) 
, , . 

Order Siphonaptera (Fleas) 

, Ceratophyllus £ossittensis DaInpf • . 
. . 3 . ~. • •• . ." • • '"'-.: . .~ ~ ," .' 
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' ArchaeopaYl1ai ;erinac:ei, { 'Bouche'). , " So~n4g, Common, 2nd .. September . 
. ',. ! , , L ', 'cH-HC) , ; . , 

' . . 
... • ~ .~ , : r.> 

Order Lepidoptera (Butterflies and Moths) 
. , 

Early Appearance ' of Hibernqtors . '. ' . .. ;," .. ... . .. . 

. Gon~ptery~ rhanmi 'ti.) ~;. Brimstone. ' Purley ~ ?thMarch ; " (KIT) .. 
Reading Town Centre, 25th ' March. 

Aglais urticae (L.) Small Tortoiseshell. Purley,3lst March. (KIT) 

Inachis io (L.) Peac ock. Purley, 3l~t Marcli'~ ' , (KIT-V· 
, :, ;- Moor Copse, 30th-,lW.rch. ·, (KIT) 

',./. 

No'te~ .. on · lmmigra~:t6 , ' . 

VaneS'6a atalanta (L'.) , . R~~d Admiral : . 
First record of year, .. lst ,July, Tilehurst. , Subsequent . recor.ds: 
Pamber Forest, .12t.h, Ju;ty. (PS). FUrley, 17th, 19th, 20th and 26th 
Au~st. (KIT) .:Surgnfietd', 21st. Octob-er. (DeFC}. .. ~ . 

- ',I ,t ,·· , ,: ' . 

. Cynthia cardui:·· (L.) Painted Lady. OIlly; 'onerec ord: 
14th July ., 

Padw.or"th, 

Agrius convolv'uli '(L.) Convolvulus : Hawkmoth ' Co'p-ee Avenue, ' Caversham, 
. , . )Oth" Atigust. (re'). ' 

Note~son 'Resident '-SpeCies 
" :: : " . ' . 

Anthoch~~iB c .. :r":ao4eli . (t. ) OraI?-g;eTip ; . ' ', .' . 
Dozedown, Whitchurch' H~ll, 15th May'~(RGB),.Thealet1Z,th May.< : (DGFC ). 
Purley , 17th, 18th t )Oth May, '4'th June. ' Moor "Copse, 18th ,26th ,May.: 
SuI ham Woods, 30th May;' 4th J 'une. .Mapl~durham" 25th May, ,1st June. 
KidmoreEnd, 15:th, : ];7th :'May. , (KIT~ ~ ;·'· . ':; .: 

Strymonidia w-album ' (Knoch):. , Wh:i,teLetter HCI:;rE;itl"eak ' 
Moor Copse Nature Reserve,, '5tlj. ,~ay ,<-Larvae)~ ·," 7th ~'August ,. (RW)~ '" 
Whitchurch Hill, 7th August. (RGB). . ' ,' 

Celastrina argiolus (L.) HqllyBl,;lle , 
Caversham, 19th .May;,' Emmer Green, ~lst ; .Tul~. ~PS) .. Cave:t:slmmt ~nd 
August . . . .. '; ; . 

'Apatura iris (L~ J , ::Pur~le .Empero;" · , 
PamberForest, 24th July, : a male ,;caught and released. (pc & RW)~ . 

Boloria selene (D. & S.,) ' Small .Pearl-bordered Fritillary " .' ," 
Padworth ~ i several ncted on ' 29th J~llle ; ~nd , ,6th, JU~:y '. ~ PGLmb?! :: Fo~e~t t 
numerous during June. (PS). . 

Argynnis aglaja (L.) ,Dark G~e~J;lFritillary , 
Padworth, 29~h June , and 6th JulY,f , a , few seen on · eaclr":o'ccas:;'on. ' Tl1~ 
last definite record of Dark Green Fritillary at P~dworth'was ,, 6th, July, 
1941. Bozedown, Whitchurc.b Hill, 11th August. (RCm). · 

,! " - " . . 
'~ .' .",' . ., ~ '; . , -t.. : . . '.' :";! 

':" :Argylulispaphi:a. ' (L i~') , Silver:-!'Iasped Fritil;t.ary' " ; " " '.' , ". , -" ,:''',' 
Pamber Forest is a stronghold of this f;lne s pecies; , in 1974 it was 
recorded on the very ~arly d~te of 24th June. (PS). . '. 

. , - .. . . ~ :" . .; "' ,- . 
Pararge aege'!',ia {~~) : " , $pe ,c~led . 'Wood' ' " , . . .... 

Lower Earley, 16th March. (B1P). Tadley, 24th April. (PS). Moor 
'opse, 20th t 21st, April, 18th, 26th May, ,'22ndJune, 6,t ll: , 19th' JulYt:. 
24th August. Sulham Woods, 30th May, 4Jh June. Mapledu i-ham, ' 14t'h ' 
September. (KIT). Bozedown, W~",ttci'hurch Hill, . 20th Mat., .. l';'th ·. 'June, 

!." ," ' - • 



20th, 23i-q., ~,2,8th, 29th AUg'U:st, 3rd, 12th -September'- ' (OOB). (Extended­
dates have been given for this species to illustrate' thelengthy period 
when it may be seen on the wing; in some years it is still to be seen 
in October.) _ , 

Melanargia galathea (L.) Marbled White 
Purley, 7th, 23rd July. (KIT). Maple~,url1B:m, 14th July , (PS)' , 
Bozedown,Whitchurcl1 cHill, :earliest date 18th June, "cclfiunon 'du~l:ng' July. 
, ( RG B) • ' . --, - ,- . 

Notes on Resident ' Species t~bths) 

Sesia apiformis - (Clerck) Hornet Clearwing Moth ' ,, ' - , ,-
It is encouraging to be ~ble to report that the colony of this clear­
wing still exists at Battle Hospital despite the fe~~i~g , of the ro~ of 
Black Poplars in 1973. Reeorded emergences were: , 1'8 by 16th june-; .. a 
further 23 by 23rd June; a further 4 by JOth June; and finally 2, m'ore 
by 7th July ; total 47 (cr. 9 in 1973 and 25 in 1972). ' " 

Conopia myopae'fo,r.mi$ (Borkh.) - Red-'belted" cle~rwiilg, ' "" ,. 
A co;Lony of this clearwing existed in an apple trunk in a garden 'at' , 
Lydfofd Road and had beeri , under annual observati:oosince ~968 when it 
had first been reported: tb' the Recorder by our membeiArthur Price. In 

. the , win,t ,er of early , 1974 the owner of thegaz;dep., Mr. Sims, thought­
fully notifi.ed tl\e. R,ecqrderthat the tree was 'to be :'felled and ', offered 
the trunk if it could be of use. The offer was gladly accepted and the 
piece of timber was placed in a shaded corner of a Caversham garden. 
During the following June about 30 Red-bel te'd :Clearwi'ngs successfully 
emerged, founders we hope of a new colony inoew' 'surr'oundings. " , 

XanthorhQe, 'quaciri,tasiata: (Clerck) • Large, ~w;in~spot CaI'pet 
,Moor C'opse, 5th~12,th, -:19th, ~6th ,July. , (~;' PHi .R!l).-

: .. ~ .. -: .: .. . : . 

'tci'mpropteryx: .eiu:ifumata '-'(D. '& S.) Water'Ga.rp,et.;; 
Moor Copse, 30th March, 5th, 12 th ,19th April .-:'3rd ,May ~ (PC; PH; " m;). 

C olostygia mu! t:i.strigaria(iHaw~· ) , Mot tl'ed drey,: " , , 
Astori ' Upthorpe Nature Reserve ,: 31st, March; ,several specimens £lus.hed 
from grasses during daytime. 

Selenia lunularia (Hubn. ) Lunar Thorn ' : j ; ". _" 

Moor Copse, 21st Juh~, 2 specimens at light. " ''(Pc'; --i'H; RW). 

Deilephila porcellus (L.) Small Elephant Hawkmoth 
Whi teknights Park, -June. (pm) ~ 'Fairmile, ~ingstand~,ng Hill, 6th 
June, many exqmpies to mercury vapeuI' light. ' . 

9:ybos~a mesomeila (t,;) Four' Dot Footma~ ," 
Mbbr Copse, ' 5th July. OnespeciIileri only in an atypical ' : habitat~ ',' (pc; 
PH; RW). ' , , , 

Callimorpha dominula (L.) ·' -, Scarlet Tiger ' , 
Mool;' Copse, , larvae , found at night on banks of: River ' Pang,Apr.ila~d : 
May. (PC ; PH; HW). ' , ' 

Cerastis le~p,.ographi ,'(D: fA s.) Whit~ Marked Moth ' , -
Moor Copse, regularly recorded at li-ght', and sallow ~lC)ssom, . 22n;d-r March 
to l '2th April. (Fe; PH '; RW)~ ", : , 

Parascotia ful1ginaria (L.) Waved Black Moth ' ;' , ' 
Moor Copse, 26th July, a single e:X:ampl~. , ( pC; ' PH'; RW). 

Order Coieopt'era ' ' ( Beetles) . , ' 

Lampyris 'nDctill,1ca ' (L~) G'low-worm 
3 examples seen at Cr,ciwsley. CaHC). 
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Order Diptera (True Flies) 

Ptychopteridae 

Ptychoptera scutellaris (Meigen) 

Woolhampton, 3rd September. (HHC). 

Chaoboridae 

Chaoborus crystallinus (Degeer) 
Binfield Heath, 3rd May. (HHC). 

C. flavicans (Meigen) 
Reading, 29th July. (EB). 

Chironomidae 

Anatopynia notata (Meigen) 
Reading, 2nd April. (En). 

Chironomus pedellus (Degeer) 
Woolhampton, 16th April. (HHC). 

Phoridae 

Phora opaca (Meigen) 
Goring Heath, 17th March, pair in cop. (EB). 

Pipunculidae 

Chalarus fimbriatus Coe 
Coxsetters Wood, 25th June. (HHC). 

Eudorylas obliquus Coe 

- -- -- '---

.. , 

. , 
" j • 

-" -- ... ~-.- '~' . - .-- . 
I ' 

; "}" , ' 

.' 

Substitute above for E. jenkinsoni Coe, report'ed : in , :1.9?2 :~ . , (E]3~ . ~ __ . . _ 

E. subterminalis Collio 
Woolhampton, 7th May. (HHC). 

Syrphidae 

'( '-: ; 

, ~; .. : .. . 

Platycheirus fulviventris (Macquart). ..' . . ' ,' .. 
Wokefield Common, 1968. (EB). This specimen was considered doubtful 
at the time, but the subsequent capture of bothsexe~s at·· W6o~ih:ampton 
this year by EB and HHC has vindica te'd it. • , . . 

Myolepta luteola, (Gmeli1+) '. 
Goring Heath, lSthJ"une. (RHC) • 

Neoascia dispar (Meigen) 
Woolhampton (7th May. '. ' .RHC),. 

N." ,Qbli,quaC oe 
Woolhamptbn, :, .7th. ¥V;iy: Ylmc). . 

<' . '. CheiTo&ia· nasu tula: Becke-r' ' 
Goring He'ath~ : 22nd June.: : (HJIC) , 

Agromyzidae 

Phytomyza syngenesiae (H~rdy) 

' 1 t , 

" " 

. . " " "-,I". 

' , . l . _, ' 

. ' -', i . i . : .~- . " , ' , '. '- ",' 

~ .. .... : .. . 

; " f 
'" ~' -. 

' " '. ~ .. 
. , . 

Reading, 6th July, 1972. Both sexes bred from Sonchus oleracea. (HHC). 

P. horticola Goureau 
Reading, 31st July, 1972. Both sexes bred from Heracleum sphondy1ium. 
(HHC) • 
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Melanagromyza eupatorii Spencer 
Woolhampton, 11th June. (HHC). 

Paraphytomyza langei (Hering) 
Reading, 14th August. (En). 

Tachinidae 

Tachina larvarum L. 
Woolhampton, 2nd September. (HHC). 

T. nigricans Egger 
Goring Heath, 9th July. (HHC). 

Zenillia latilobataWainwright 
Caversham Park, 15th August. (HHC). 

Calliphoridae 

Helicobosca distinguenda Villeneuve 
Moor Copse, 20th August. (HHC) 

Sarcop~aga laciniata Pandelle 
Chalkhouse Green, 21st August. (HHC)~ 

Muscidae 

Phaonia trigonalis Meigen 
Chalkhouse Green, 21st August • . (HHC). 

Hydrotaea albipuncta (Zett.) 
Chalkhouse Green, 30th Auguat. (HHC L 

Helina lasiophthalma (Macquart) 
Reading, 21st February. (EB). 

Hebechema fumo:sa -{Meigen) , , 
Reading, 21st October to 14th November~ 197.3. . (EB). 

Fannia incisurata (Zett.) 
Woolhampton, 14th May • (HHC). 

F. socie11a (Zett.) 
Woolhampton, 11th June. (HHC). 

, .1 . • 

F.. t~6cula . CFa11en) • ' " 
GoringHea th, 16th.' July. (HHC ) • 

Lyperosia irritans L. 
Sindlesham, 20th September, on heifer's b~ck~ (DCFCJ. ' . 

This Report has been made possible .thr'Ough the kindn'ess ' of 'rna'ny 
workers who have sent in their record's. We once againa'cknow1edge our 
indebtedness to the Director of Reading M~Seum& . Art Gallery for . 
allowing inclusion of the relevant recofds of specimens which are 
housed in the Museums collections. We also express our best thanks to 
the following contributors: - Dr. Eric 'nU;rtt, R. G. I3ertera, Ii. 'H. 
Carter, D. C.F. Cotton, Peter Cuss, Phi1ip Iboper, P. J. Merrett, 
B. T. Parsons, P. Silver, K. 1. Thomas and Robe:-t; Wood • 

.. ;. 
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" Th,a Recorder's Report :t;or Botany ,1973 ,- 74 
.- ) i_ ", t":. ' ~ . 

by B. M. Newman 

, 
Records sent in by the following members are gratefully acknow~ _ 

ledg.ed:- Mr. P.Andrews (PA) j Dr., H. J. M. Bowen (HJMB) j ;' M:tss L • . .E. 
Cobb{LEC}.; '· ·D:r~ J'. Toothill · (.TT) j ' Mrs; E. ' M. 'Trernbath (EMT') , 
Unfortunately,- -,'sqme record. were receive;dtqo lat.e .£9r 'inclusion~ 

The nomenclature and order are according to the "Flora of the 
British Isles" , by Clapham, Tutin and Warburg. ' An ,alie,n tax'on is 
indicated by '/:ina:stet-isk ( '~) ~ This' year 'the 'English nariie's are from 
"Engliiih Names of Wild Flowers", the recommended list of the Botanical 
Society of ~he British Isles. 

List of Members' Records . , . 
• # -, •• - . _ . ". ~ • • • • ~ . 

' Hart's~tongue Phyllitis scoiCiPendrium (L.) Newm~ 
Retaining wall "ofditch near Thames, Henley. (J'l') , 

Ophioglossum~tilgatum L. 

stanfo~dErtd ' Mill ; : 

Adder's-tongue ' , 
" (LEe) ,' ' 

Ranunculus re:pens L. " ,' , . ' , CreepingButtercup 
Multipetaloid form on M4 bank near Hermitage . (HJMB) . . ' " , ~ . ( 

. ," ,' 

Ranunculus h~deraceus L. 
Woods near Beech Hill. 

Iv'y~leaved Crowfoot ' 
(~T) 

Thalictrum :fla.v:um L. 
Thames Meadow"Pangbourne. 

. ' . ~ . ", .... . . . ' " . ~ . 

Erophila verna ,(L.) Chevall. 
Widespread, P~ng Meadow. 

'"';' ~ ','"., 

Hypericum hi~sutum L. 
Warren Bank, Ipsden, 13th July. 

, , ' 

Hype ricum mont'anum L. 
Warren Bank, Ipsden, 13th July. " 

Silene dioica (L. lClairv. 
Bridle path pQuth of Ashampstead Common. 

Myosoton aquaticum 0,,0 ) Moench. 
Wargrave Marsh. 24th August. 

Common M~adow-:rue 
(EMT) 

Common Whitlowgrass ' 
(EMT) 

Hairy St. Johril,s-wort 
, (LEC) ' 

:t>ale St ,.John· s-wort ", 
(LEO) 

R~d Campion 
(EMT) " 

Water Chickweed 
(LEC) 

GeraniumroQert:i,.anum L. Herb-Rc bart, 
White form ' of ,~ Herb-Robert, Pangbourne car-Pllrk, S'cratch' face Lane; 
Bradfield. (EMT) 

''Oxalis c ornic.ula ta L.; : 
In garden?,Wa llingford. . , ' . ., " ' . ' ) " 

:Impatiens capensi~ M~erburgh 
Wargrave Marsh, 24th At:.gust. 

. ' 

~, HJMB) 

, ,' . . Orange Balsam 
(LEe ) 

Duxuss~mp€rv:l.rens L. . ', . . _ .... d : : .B.ox' ',, ' 
Dominant ,and ,$preading over a large part of Shirburn Hill, Oxon. 

Possiblynat;ve hE1re with Juniperus and Calluna (HJMB) 

Anthyllis ~rilnerariaL. 
Lowbury Hill 

Filipendula vulgaris Moench 
Wa~ren Bank, rpsden, 13th July. 

Kidney Vetch 
(EMT) 

: Dropwort 
(LEC) 



Poterium 'po1yetam1IIa:*a1dst., &"Ki:t. Fod<ier Burnet 
On railway bank north of Hermitage, July 6th. (HJMB) 

'Cotoneaster simonsii Baker 
Scrubland at Warren Bank, July 12th. 

Hima1ayan Cotoneaster 
(HJMB) 

L ~. I 

Vi~cumalbumL. Mistletoe 
West bank 'OfThamesneCl.,r ,Temple Island, ,Henley,- t?D.. Populus . ,: \JTJ 

Po1ygorturtt ' ~nip1exica-u1e D. 1Don Red Bistort 
Roadside near Three Firs ,pond. (HJMB) 

' . . . 
Primula veris L. 'x , vulgaris ,.Huds. 

Grass c1ea,ring in Greenaways Copse, As~ampstead. NHS, walk. 
(M) 

~ysimachia punctata L. Dott~d Loosestrife . 
On railway bank north of Hermitage, July 6th. (HJMB) 

Trachystemon orientalis (L.) G. Don 
Wood, Dere , C9urt . ~ar~, Pangbourne. 

A'braham ' '-I,saa,c, .. Sa'cob '" 
' " " (EMT) 

Litho~~rmum ' arvense L. ' 
Cornfield" ,.Ha;I.fpenny Lane, Moulsford. 

Atropa bella-donna L. 
Warren Bank, lpsden, 13th July. 

.. 
~~ "- ~ .-" . . ~ .. -.. -... 
Fi~ld "Gromwell ' 

. (EMT) 
, . - "- _.- .......... - - . 

Deadly ;.Nights.hade 

Persistitlg in Rediands ' Road, Reading, 14th July. ;, ." , (:LEG) .. , 

-Antirrhinum o'roritium L. Lesser Sna~d;'agon 
Cornf:ield, Arborfield Hall Farm, Arborfield. .., (J1) . 

-Veronic~ longifolia L. 
Roadside ~ear 1hree ~irs pond. (HJMB) 

Melampyrum pratense L. 
Warreh Bank; Ipsden,13th July. 

" :2 ~~~6~,C,6w;"~hea t " 
. " ' ~ (I$q) 

Lathraea squamaria L.Toothwort 
On Hazel, Leyfields, Ashampstead. NHS walk. {EMT) 

Orobanche minor Srp.. 'Cori!monBroomrape 
Disused ' railway line,. Hermitage, 6th July. :JLEC) , 
Roadside between Basildon and Streatley.{JT) 

Verbena offi~ihalis L. 
Warren Bank, lpsden, l3th · Jul~. ' 

Acinos arvensie : (Lam. ) Dandy 
Hermitage ' disused railway line, 6th July. ' 

Lamium arnplexicaule L~ 
Ashampstead. - " ' .. 

, y~~y~::t.n ,_ 

, (LEO) 

Eas!l Thy.me, 
(LEC) 

Henpit ., ' Dead~riettle .,: 
. (EMT) 

:~ , 

Ga1eopsis speciosa Mill. 
One plant near Smallmead old tip. 

Large-flowered Hemp­
net:t1e , JHJMl») 

Succisa pratensis Moench 
Warren Bank; lpsden, ' 13th July •. 

Gail1ardiaaristata form grandiflora 

. . , ~ 

Devil i s-bi t . Scabious' 
,, (LEG) , 

Cinder bed near railway, Salisbury Road, Reading., :per~J1nating :,wel1. 
, . (HJMB) , 

lnula conyza DC. .. .. , , Ploughman i s;.;~pfkeAard ' 
Railway bank north 'of Hampstead Norris" 6th,Ju_lY.~ , (HJMB} 

'Echinops sph~erocepha1us L. 
Railway bank north of Hampstead Norris, 6th ' ~,lily. '~: {I!~Ml?~ r i' ', " 

".' .' 
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;-, ~ 

ButomU6 umbello..tus Lo c,,- .... Flowering-rush 

·Rf.·~~. Thgm~s, . ~T)o;:p.ie1i-~ ~,o , ,"". . . . :: .~ . ;: " ' ., _ .. ' . (EMT) , C?\.C J , ~ ' :.i > 

:~ ~:· i~~#iliq~i~ . m~~~~;i~ ') tj~' !~ .l,( : ; :~ . ~ ;. ,'; '; 'c' ~< : '::;. . . · . ~ \ ·:t~~~1l:i£\TY. i~ :. :::.~ :.; :;: c . i:.. .. : ., ' f 
t ' ~. 

Oz:1e~ .;Fln~t .yl~ Wh~telqlj.~~~~:'pa:fI{; · n?h ;pliy~iou:~~~· . pl~il~.~ d t ,::· , · · t~trMnL· , .. 
' . ,.,' . ' " . 1 "" _ ' . , • • , . ' ... . 0' '. ': : . .. .• _ . ":J 

:Jun:Cus- te'iiui(S':'Wilrd l ' i f , ;' , 'j ';:;'; .: .. .: : . :<. Slend~l" Rush·. . .. ~ . .. 
Along heathy>tra eks , .. _·~tghf"!eld ' Common~ '.:. ' ''m' ~H.Jl1B.!~;.; :::~ : ', : .. 

Epipnctis 'helleborine (L.) Crantz. Broad-+eaved He~leborine 
Roadsid€1 Woodley. ~ ~" .. , . 

Reported by Mr~ ·B ~ . Brooker • (PA) 

. : ; :EPil?C?-~ :t;i.s : i~ptobhiIb., (GOdf. ) GodfJ. . ;,', Na rrow-l:Lpped Helleborine 
On~ 'flowering pl,nnt, stoneycro{,t · P~Llntati(m, Wh:i,.tchur$li. (EMT) 

. ~ - ' • . • . .•• .. , . " , ~ : .. , .. ' • 1 ~ ' . . 

·. Ophrys al?i.fel'U ' :. H~ds. , . " , 1:' ._ Bee Orchid : 
..• . Wa~;renI3nnk" Ipsd~n,· 13tb >July~ , .. , '(LEC) 

" . .. ','.. • •• .. . '10 " ' . , " , '. ~ i 

. :Orchi.s mapculq. · (L.) L~ , ' " .. '. Ea ri'y:--purpie Orchid 
. .. . A f i:tii' :c,6T'0'11Y in . .flow·er "follo'W1nglight' cop'p1c1ng, E:erridge' 8 .-1 . 

·.~. ~ WQ~.; .. :pangbo~:ttle.:.·~·· (All'. e~.cept : one were tak(;lh.) ;. - : ,(EMT,) . . 

" ":ba cttlorch:Ls fuchs.ii (Druce·.) Vermeul.. .' :. ' C.ommon Spotted-orchid 
: r.!; . Cl,l:~+k slope on . roadside ll~tween Bae,iidon' arid St~eatley. ('JT) 

• , •• •• • " • . .. .. . • • ~ " . . .. ... " , . ' < , .• ' ' 

Ana.camptifi· r>Y:Ji'!imid <alis. {L. ). Rich' • . . . : . \'~ " P,yrarn;i:dal . Orchid 
,. Warren Bqulq : Ipsden, 13th July. . (LEe) 

- , . . . ,-

.: CataMdium'-riga:-dum . (·Lo .) ·C. ·E. Hubbard ·· Fern-gras9 .. ' . 
,, ; Edge of 'cor;n:£ield, Sulham. .' 

On r a ilwa y 'bhD:~ ' :northof Hermitage, 6th July . 
, "": I .. . : i ~. ' 

(EilT ), 
(HJMB) 

Poa ' compreesa L.'· '·· Fla ttened Meadow..;grnss 
Onolclwo..lls, Wa llingford. (HJMB) 

. ':P0a~hai~ii 'V;tll: .. , . ' . . Broad-leaved Headow .... grass 
A feW cJ:ump~ . in a n old pla~tat~oh, ·:iWhit,eknights' Park. ' (HJMB) 

. "HordelYinUS . ~uroR~eU9 . , (L.) ' Harz . ...• " . ... . Wood ' Bnrley 
, . ' . In s~.tt.;~p()dl~nd ~ . Shfrburn Hill" .Oxon,:_ . , . . (HJMB) 
" '. 

" .- - ... 

, . ' ,' 

, " ,' . ';," . 

~ " '.,. . , 
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WEATHER · RECORDS IN 1974 

by A. E. Moon 

The data refer to Reading University Meteorologioal Station. Sinoe this: is a 
new site, as mentioned in the s~ for 1971, .no oOIilpari~on . with 'an average is yet 
possiQle. All temperature road..ings B,r.e in Celsius degrees and rainfall mea.sUrelooi'lts 
in millimetres which is now standard praotioe. ' A "rain day·! is a day on whioh 
rainfall equals or exoeeds 0.2 mm. For the des~tion of frost and ground frost 
days see Weather Reoords in 1961, but using all values below O.OoCelsius.· 

STATlOO - READING UNIVERSITY. HEIGHT ABOVE i'fAN SEA LEVEL - 215 feet. 
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MONTHLY . WEATHER NOTES, 1974 

A very mild month being the warmest January since 
1938 and the sunni~st- ~ince 1967. 1961 was the last 
January in which no snow or sleet was recorded. 

'. " -v'. . . ' . I" ' " .. 

Th.~ . wa~mest . February' since 1967 and ' wettest since 
19'66; . One' iIl'c'h of snow lying at 09h~.oh '6th was the 
first 'time :sn-ow has been preS'ent· at · thcit , hOur 'sinbe 
2nd Mar'ch i971.' ' " 

The dullest March since 1969. 5.2cm. (2 inches) of 
, ., meltfn.i( snow "was 'I;Y'irig -at 09h~ ' on 10th. One m'illi­

metre of rain and soft hail fell in2 ;minutes at 
1.3n;#5m; during a roaring squall andthundersto;t'm on 

. 19th. Tertperature reached 15.,56°C (60°F) for the 
fi·rst time this year on 25th (16.5 °C). 

This' was the .driest April since 196o~ A dr01,1ght 
pe~iod of 16 days ended on 11th. 

Cooler than normal month, but the driest since 1959. 

Anqther cooler than~ormal month with both rainfall 
and sunshine above normal. ' ,' 

The windiest July since anemometer records were 
started .at this station in 1961. Cooles~ July since 
1965 with thelowes'tmaximum July temperature 
(23.5°C) since that year. 

Coolest August since 1963 i The maximum day temper­
ature on 15th was the lowest in August since 1st, 
1962. it was the wettest August iince 1966 but th~ , 
sunniest since 1964. Six millimetres of r a in fell in 
15 minutes at 14h.12m. during a thunderstorm on 4th'. 

Wettest SeptemlJer since reliable records comme'need 'in' 
1920, only 1968 approaching .this m'onth' s total with 
l37.2mm. The mean maxi~um day temperature was the. 
lowest in September 'si'nce30th,' 1957. 7.2mm. of 

, r a in fell in 15 minutes at 13h.15m. during a 
thund'erstorm on 23rd· ... 

Coiaest ' Octob~i- since reliable records commenced in 
1920, the 30th beiri~the coldest October day since 
31st, 1934. Wettest October sincei967; 2mm. of 

, r a in fell in ,3 minutes .. at l7h. , during very heavy . ,_ . _._. 
rain on 6th. The first autumn air frost occurred on 
13th. 

Dullest November since 1968. Although a very wet 
month the "ra:irifill totar'aidnotrea:cir the ·152mm. 
plus amounts attained in 1929, 1940, 1951 and 1970. ! - ~ . , . 

vlarmest December since .19346, ~he 12 Maxo + Min. temp­
era ture was a s much a5+0.4 0 and +0.6 G above that 
of October and November respectively. It was a muc.;h 
windier month than normal. 
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ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION 

Mea surements of smoke concentra tion a~d sulphur dioxide (SO) 
are summarised in the following t a bl,e. . Theyconqti tute the results 
of da ily measur~lIlents of smoke .a nd S02 pollution by air filter and -
volumetric method respectively from apparatus insta lled in the 
Geography Department, Reading University, a t WhitekIJ.ights. 

, I 
Smoke ' Concentration I ; Sulphur Dioxide ( S02) I 

I ! Mierogr ammes per eu. m. ; Concentration I ; Microgrammes per cu. m. 
! ~ 

! I; I 
I 

I Month Mean i Hi~hest Lowest ,;Mean, _ Hi~hest I Lowest 
! 1-,- ' 

Ja.uil-ry 9 1 102 9th 2 r 36 125 9th i 13 14th, 
I , 
I I i; 

113 
27th 

; February I 16 i 63 25th 
, 

0 ,th, i 47 • 110 25th 1st , ! I , lat h. I I 

I Harch 
.. <, . , 1 I." i 

30 80 11th I 1 16,th ,j 80' 1 88 11th 125 17th -I 
' ; 

! 20 

I , P 
, 

i ! 

j April 17 ! 59 3rd j 3 13th ,':55 : 132 1st 13th , 1 
I ! I" 
I . I 27th 

, May 7 I 17 3rd, 0 lOt h !1 49 : 106 16th 26 11th , 
7th, " 

I !! 
16th . q 

I ;1 
, June 7 17 21st, I ~ 1st H36 73 21st ! 13 27th i 

25th 
-{i ! 1 -

!:28 
I , 

July 2 8 18th 1 - 0 40 17th 7 4th , I: I 
I- F '.' .. I 

. August 8 ,32 29th i 0 ~5th 1149 , 113 29th i 27 5th 
i 

I 
; 

: 13 September: ~ 31 11th, 0 7th : 30 59 .' 18th , 3rd , 
18th · 

11 . 
-4th, 

I 1 22nd I !! ' , 
October 17 63 14th 0 27th 1;53 89 15th 1 20 18th 

i I 19th :! I 

; November 17 68 5th 0 lOth, 153 94 25th 27 2nd ,'. 
I 13th I ' 
i , I 

i 
December i 6 13 , 9th, 1 25th, 1' 37 74 14th 6 28th ! 0 

I ' 
I., 

~ , 

14th, i 27th, i , 
f ' I r I , ,,28th 30th · I i -i 

,-
n 

Year 12 102 9th 0 See :: 46 188 lith 6 28th 
J an. below Ma rch ' Dec. 

':. 5th, lOth, 14th, 16th, 19th; 26th, 27th, 29th 

J ~ 3rd, 5th, 14th, 15th, 21st, 2~nd, 27t~, 28th, 30th 
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