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. Mrs. Ada Chandy .

Bycthe death of Mrs. Ada Chandy in August. 1973, our Society
lost bhe- of : the- two people- who: must have worked hardest for its
welfare. - The other was, of course, Mr, Fishlock. When he relin-
quished the Secretaryship to. become our Pre51dent in 1953 after
twenty years devoted service, it seemed that the gap would be
impossiYe to fill,; but Mrs. Hasker, a friend of his and .a com-
padedively new metiber :6f whom we knew little, stepped in and,
undé¥-his guldarce, filled the office with efficiency and
egthnaiaGM“for eleven years, making it Her very lifes.

5ﬁarrying out the duties ‘now shared by the general, w1nter
programne -and ‘membership secretaries, Mrs. Fishlock, as she became

in*1958, spared no trouble to ‘ensure the smooth running of our
affairs, brought a distinguished panel of speakers to address us. .
meeting by meeting year after year, and was always at hand to
extend to members the friendly welcome to which she attached the
highest importance. . She was-: unfailing in her attentiveness to
elderly and sick: members.

She was particularly interested in the South-eastern Uniogp.of
Scientific Societies to-which-we were affiliated and at whose
meetings she represented the Society: for many years. It was
largely as a result of her hard work and efficiency that the -
Union's 1958 congress, held in Reading at the joint invitation of
this Society and the Zoological Department of the University, was
generally acclaimed as one of the most successful ever held.

Shortly after Mr,- Fishlock's death, she endowed an annual
prize An his memory to .encourage the love of natural history among

the younger: school children of Reading., In 1967, Mrs. Chandy, as -
she had then become, was. elected an Honorary Member of the Society,

and. although; hen. failing health has prevented her from coming
emong us frequently of late, we welcomed. her each year when she
came to the A.G.M. to present the Fishlock prize.

She was deeply interested in the countryside, nature and
-rural life and showed a particular interest in Reading's trees.
Nature 1overs in the town mourn an ally who did not spare herself -
in serving their cause..

An Appreciation, or ‘Réndom Recolleétions ‘of Every Day Life
with the late George Thomas Vear P

by Jo Bowden

. Mr., George Thomas Vear, who diedton 27th November 1973 in 'his
102nd year, was born near Spilsby in Lincolnshire on 12th March )
1872. I think he believed that his ancestors came from the little’
town. of Veere on the Islandnof Walcheren in South Holland, but he.
had, .no .proof of this. We know, however, that the Dutch did come
here to help W1th drainage work on the Fens. . o

He commenced work with Wm. Ridley & Sons, Timber Merchants in.
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Reading, at the age of 13 in 1885. He was told at his interview
that he must always be polite and punctual and. neatly dressed "as
you are now" - they were his best clothes that he wore. Office
hours were from 6 to 8 for dusting, 8.30 to one o'clock and 2,15
to 6,30 “"or when work was finished", payment.being £1 per month.---
One morning he was told! that- he was one’ minute late. R

I first met him in 1911 When office work started at 8.30 -
money still the same. I was rather apprehensive of him; he looked
80 severe when he wore pince-nez. I remember so well when he was
trying to explain some intiicate (to me) -figures of the trades. I
kept saying "yes, yes er - yes sir", he would say "don't say yes if
you don't understand, I am trying to help you". What long hours we
worked in those days. Some years Iater-he-had. arranged for us to
go to the Theatre, a Shakespeare play I think; we were still at the
office at 7.30. much too late to go. Another late evening ta '
retell - about 8 o'clock, ralning hard, ‘only the governor and T.V,
there. He had no coat or umbrella but-seeing what he believed was.
the office "gamp" said goodnight and took it. The next morning he
was reproved. "Oh" said he, "I took it to be the office umbrella.
Mr. Ridley replied"You knew it wasn't yours"!

Before he married he enjoyed a cycling tour with two or three
companions thro' - Holland. He also went to an Exhibition in Paris
in 1900. 1In his early married life he:did.well over a hundred
geometric drawings (designs) which he coloured. He had an intimate
knowledge of the work of Charles Dickens, a’ general knowledge of
Shakespeare's plays - some in detail - and of ‘poetry, including
some by American writers. He had read most if not all of Jules
Verne's stories in French, could read Dutch, he had some knowledge
of Greek (knew and recited by heart the Greek alphabet with his .
sisters from the age of six). He was a member of the Reading and
District Natural History Society, and knew the Iatin names of many
birds, butterflies and flowers. He was particulariy 4nterested in
- the engravings of Gustav Doré and had thousands of his 111ustrat10ns.

One might think perhaps that I am over-egging the puddlng in
my praise of him, but having known him for so many years I can
asgure the reader this is not so. His knowledge was quite fantastic
and infinitely varied; as Goldsmith says in ®"Deserted Village! ..
"and: still they gazed and still the wonder grew that one small head
could carry all it knew". It became a household phrase among his
acquaintancesin time; any difficulty in aspelling, history, etc.
"ask Mr, Vear". He wrote.beautiful Pitman shorthand, even at
speed, which others could read readily.

When we were timber-measuring together in the woods, usually
during the winter months, we dressed in old clothes and boots for
walking thro! brambles, barbed wire and ditches - we looked far
from smart. I recall being on a Gentleman's estate one rough wet
windy day. We met the owner and some conversation arose between
them. I could see the gentleman looked impressed at my old
friend's knowledge; various- subJects arose upon which they warmed
together, and eventually we were invited into the house. My
friend soon spotted a pair of Louis (?XV) French Clocks, he ‘was
told they ‘had been purchased qu1te independently and what a for-"
tunate find the second one was. ‘They then discussed the various
pictures and naturally my old friend Knew something of the old
masters and the two were entertaining each other admirably - I



might add, with a glass of whisky a=piece {but.T.V. was no drinker)
But to be realistic in my admiration of him, I must strike a lower
note., He freely admitted he knew nothing whatsoever of musie and,
like -John Jorrocks which fills the bill, he only knew two tunes -~
one was God Save the Queen and the other wasn'tl

He had an: expert knowledge of tlmber, the 1dentif1 ation of
trees and measuring and had been appealed to ‘at the Courts more
than once to arbitraté .on disputed. valuatlons., Some .years ago he’
handed over to the Reading Museum a fine. collection of woods,'w
neatly prepared and-labelled by himself and they appeared 1ike
books when stacked ¢n . shelves. Once when he. .was belng driven by
one of the Mr, Ridleys (a rare thing) they saw a very large tree _
some distance from the road. Stopping,. he was agked. about its 512e
while sitting in the car. "Probably 30" % glrth" he said. "Well,
measure it" he was told, which He did. On returning he said "Oh,

I find I was wrong, it is 29%". A dealer showing Mr, Vear a large
tree lying in a ditch said "What will you give me for that ...(a
bad word)®". "Oh, an Elm, I see" said T.V., "I did not recognize
it by your description". He had to see a country Parson about a
tree to be felled and remarked "It surprises me that a man of God
should wish to dispose of the Tree of Heaven" (Ailanthus Glandulosa).
He retired at the age of 70 on 12th March 1942.

He was twice President of the Reading and District Natural
History Society and was elected an Honorary Member in 1945. He had
a moment of pride one evening when he was President in the chair.
His wife was in the audienge, his” younger son was about to deliver
a lecture, and the older one was operating the lantern slides. My
dear o0ld friend was delighted that the Vears were in so much
evidence that evening. :

For many years since ‘his blindness I v151ted him weekly and
read many bodks &f his'choosing’'to him. On departing I 'invariably
said -"Well, goodbye,. Mr. Vear, take care of yourself" - "I do" .

said hej -"and don't mess about" - "I don't." -"and God bless you,
Mr, Vear" "He does He ‘most- certainly does" - Mhope to 'see you
next week" - "oh'I hope so". IS

He was a fine, honourable, gentlemanly fellow, very modest,
often saying that he had only a smattering of quite useless inform-
ation. He had been a regular Church goer all his life, had an
undoubted faith, and was convinced of a 1life after death. God
rest him.
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Editorial

Naturalists who have lived in or. around Reading .ince before
the war have seen many and at times devastating changes. occur,
sometimes. with unbelievable swiftness, in the local flora, fauna
and countryside. Following the high example set by Miss Cobb in
her Presidential Address, which appears in this number of the
Reading Naturalist, it has been suggested that at this point in its
history a useful function of the Society would be to put details
of such changes on record, as has been done by Miss Butler in
another article." We accordingly invite members who have relevant
personal recollections of any area to put ‘them on paper for
-puincation in future numbers. '

 Notice to Contributorsé

411 avallable records for inclusion in the Eonorary ‘Recorders'
Reports should reach them by September 30th. Supplementary ' '
records can be. submitted up to the date of the Anpual General
Meeting, but any received after that may be. held over untll the
following year.- : )

Original papers can be submitted to the Honorary Editor at
any time up to the beginning of October and short reports and
notes not suitable for inclusdion in the Honorary Recorders!
Reports by the :middle of November.
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Meetings and Excursions 1972-~73

The winter season of evening meetings opened with the. Annual
General Meeting, at which Miss. L. E, Cobb delivered her President-
ial Address entitled 'The Even Mead* (attendance 4 0). The
lectures given at other meetings during the season were 'Some
Aspects of the Ecology of Chalk Grassland' by Dr. C. J. Smith (32);
'Becological Studies on the River Lambourn! by Dr. J. F. Wright
(41);. t'Succulent Plants in Habitat' by Mr. G. D. Rowley (39);
'Falconry and Conservation' by Mr. R. Upton (40); 'The Role of the
Hediterranean in the European Flora', by Professor V.H. Héywood .-
(37)3  ‘'Berkshire Bumble Bees', by Dr. ‘I. He Ho Yarrow (42)3 and
'Man, Beaches and the Seafloor' by ‘Dr. I, P; Joliffe (38). One
of the remaining meetings was devoted ‘to ' fildis (26) and’ the other
two to members' films, talks and exhibits (47 and 43). ' LT

o Wlnter walks were taken on’ December 2nd for birds (3),
February 10th, to Swallowfield (c. 8) and March 10th,  for mosses’
(c. 30). On November 4th.‘a meetlng was held in Mr. R. Ghmblels g
garden at Woodley for soil insects (3) and-on’January 13th 'Mr. A.
Pr}ce conducted a M1croscoplcal Afternoon at ‘his house in Readlng.

.The summer field meetings were: April’ 14th Great Chalk:
Wood, near Gorlng (23);. April 28th, Burghfleld Commoh (30);
. May 12th, Swyncombe Hill (35); May 16th an ‘evening extursion to
Wargrave Marsh (12); May 26th, Ivinghoe Beacon and: Tring (17)3
May 30th, evening excursion to Whitchurch Hill (15); June 9th,'—
Bix Bottom (21); June 13th, evening excursion to Whiteknights
Park (c. 25); Juhe 23rd, coach excurslon to the Forest of Dean'
(46); July 7th, Lodge Hi1l area (8); July 20th, evening excursion
to Pamber Forest (9, rain stopped activities); July 2lst, :
Thatcham Marsh (16); August 4th, Grangelands and other B,B,0.N.T.
reserves (16); August 18th, Hardwick Estate (c. 15); September
1st, Englemere Pond, near Ascot (17), ‘September 15th, Fence Wood,
Hermitage and’ diSused railwey line (c. 12)5 September 29th, s
riverside,and woods, Pangbourne to Goring (<. 12),_ October 13th,
Virginia Water (6), and’ October 30th fungus foray at Harpsden
Woods (c. 30).
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The Even Mead

The Presidential Address
to the Reading and District Natural History Society
12th October 1972

by L. E. Cobb’

When I addressed you at the A.G.M. a year ago I drew on the
experience of more than thirty years of membership to tell you
something of the Society over that period and I thought it might
be of interest if to-night we. turned our thoughts outwards to the
country around us. and con51dered!the changes, and perhaps now and
again the lack of change, to be seen over the same period in the
countryside. of Reading and District sand in its flora and fauna.
To make this survey more representative tham it could be if I
relied on my impressions only, I have supplemented these with notes
kindly proyvided by two. other members: of‘long standing, whonm I
should like to thank very warmly for their co—operation.

Inev1tably the tale is in many ways a sad one, but it is not
without its consolations. -I suppose we can, be considered com-
paratively: fortunate so far in that most of the places we v151ted
on our excursions thirty years ago are still fairly open country,
and it would prcbably be possible to repeat much of a season's
programme of those days. How long that state of affedrs will con-
tinue when the development plan for the south-east gathers
momentum I do not know. I think anyone giv1ng such a talk as this
in ten years' time would probably have a very different tale to
tell. _ g

And 'although much of the countryside is still “there,‘ what of
its quality from the natural—history p01nt of view? The picture
here is less.rosy. It is perhaps rather an anomaly that virtually
none of Britain's 'natural countryside' is in fact natural.
Though it is seldom fully realised, all except ‘the small tracts of
relict forest in.this sophisticated island is man—made._ High' '
altitudes and extremes of temperature produce their characteristic
flora and fauna, and thus create diversity, but in our humid and
equable climate, the climax vegetation is always forest. The
flowery meadows and road verges, primrose-carpeted copses, gay
railway banks and heather moors and heathland are all the result of
the activity of man and his domestic animals in the interplay of
ordinary rural and semi-rural life as it was lived for centuries
and continued to be lived until times that many of us can remember.
Changes in man's habits can quickly affect diversity and reduce
numbers of species. The change ' from grazing to arable farming,
ploughing subsidies, mechanisation, the use of insecticides and
herbicides and the decline in rural industries have all taken
their toll, which must be added to the sweeping losses to towans,
roads, power stations and car parks.

Even leaving the countryside to itself reduces variety of
species or substitutes the less desirable as Shakespeare told us:
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-'The even mead that erst brought sweetly forth

The freckled cowslip, burnet, and’ green clover

‘Wanting the scythe, all uncorrected, rank,

Conceives by idleness, and nothing teems o
But hateful docks, ‘rough thistles, kecksies, burs, o
Losing both beauty and utility. Lo

We are very fortunate in this area in the wide range of
habitats and types of country within easy reach. The main ones
are: the acid heathlands, the chalzs downland, woodland, stream-
side and finally the homely, lived-in’ countryside, compounded of
lanes, ardble and pasture fieldsy hedgeers ‘and, formerly, the"'
farm or village pond., What has happened in each of these?

~ The heathlands were - never rich botanically at least but .
made up in beauty what they lacked in variety when the bell heather-
was at the height of its glory. I remember Finchampstead - Ridges Y
and Burghfield, Mortimer and’ Bucklebury Commons, when they were
sheets of purple as far as the ‘eye could sees A French friend,
whom I took to Finchampstead Ridges shortly before the 1last war
was incredulous before the intensity of ‘thé ‘colour: - Now one has
to search for heather in all these places among ‘the all-invading o

bracken or birches. At Inkpen Common, where management hda: Pec-
ently passed to B.B.0O.N.T., efforts are being made to return part

of the area tb heather by discouraging the - 1nvading gorse, Ibirch,
and bracken, but the task is not proving a ‘simple-one even when
only a small area is 1nvolved.' An early attempt produced not C L
heather but thistles. S R

Chalk grassland is one of the saddest losses’ becduse it for-
merly seemed to me, &nd to many botanists, incomparably our most -
beautiful habitat. The typical, charming: flowers of - the-chalk.in - -
théir delicacy and® variety can'still bé fourd in many of their old
sites, 'but generally they are struggling to maintain themseIVes :
among a rank growth of" coarse’ grasses and the#é is 1ittlé resem--l
blance -to the speotacle of a multi-coloired- profusion offlowers
starring short-cropped turf ~-'Shekespeare's’ 'éven mead', - This
turf weé owed first to graz1ng "by downland sheep and thén:to the
activities of rabbits, which were to be de¢imated by myxomatosiBET.
in the 1950's. Both sheep and’ rabbits are regarded with" disfavour !
by conservationists in many areas where their activitiés weére o
excessive and produeed near-désert-cénditions, but in Berkshire® -
they performed’ to'near-perfection & .task at which weé make but an -
indifferént showing when we-try to do it without' their aid.
Happily, ‘I think T see Bigns this year of the beginning of a
return of sheep to the Downs.- .

Copses- wére' -dmong the best" habitats Tor the all-round natur--
alist, providing, in addition to a sheltered environment for the
much loved spring rowers (prierses wood: sorrel, wood anemones,
moschatel and many’ more), nesting sites for a profusion of birds
and ‘cover for badgers, foxes, and indeed’ nost of our relat1Vely Pl
few wild mammals._ Copses have- suffered severely in two ‘ways. UL
Many have undergone complete annihilétion, being merged in a metter
of hours into the surrounding arable land by the ‘ruthless action -
of thé bulldozer, Bottom Copse at Arborfield, my ‘favourite: chiId- o
hood haunt; is one-of’ these. A small copse at Woodley that B
delighted ‘'me'eadh spring as I looked“at it every day from ‘the
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windows of the London train has given place to a school playing
field, Others, left undisturbed, either because their siting did
not make an alternative use economically desirable or through a
well-intentioned wish to consider amenities, have beenlleft
entirely to their fate, as there is no longer a market for the
products of coppicing. They have therefore become an impenetrable
tangle, too dark to alllow any ground flora to develop and too
thick even to harbour many speclies of birds. Perhaps the mammals
still find them hospitable. I hope ‘80. : :

One of the most complete losses and a sad one is the v1llage
pond: = v1ctim of, the mechanical age. At one time, the pond was an.
essential part of the make-up of any village, where it served the
needs of thirsty horses and was the delight of small children with .
its inevitable flotilla of ducks and an interesting variety of
animals to be fished out from the shelter of the weed., This often
1ncluded,sheets of water ‘crowfoot that 'in summer turned it into an
1nverted milky way. With the passing of the horse as a normal
means of transport and haulage, and changes in farming methods,
the pond became redundant, and, far from being considered a. desir-
able amenity, became the object of dislike and attack by the
majority who considered-it untidy, ‘'unsightly, unhygienic or danger-
ous and-applauded any. move to fill it in, generally for replacement
by concrete or bricks and mortar in one form or another.

_ Finally, waysides! They were and ‘are the most generally
accessible of habitats, there to be enaoyed or ignored by virtually
all except the house-bound or ‘at least the town-bound Waysideg,
with the hedgerows behind them were formerly a source of delight
in almost any rural area with a succession of flowers according to
the geology, from the cow parsley of early spring through the.
seasons of hawthorn, elder, stitchwort, honeysuckle, roses, cam=-
pions, scabious, knapweeds, vetches and toadflax to the berries of
autumn. The hedges provided shelter for birds' nests and. innumer--.
able insects and the verges for -small mammals. . The hedges have
fallen victim to labour costs and the verges. to herbicides and
mechanical cutters combined with a passion. for tidyness that leads.
many people actually to prefer a country roadside that looks like
a poor attempt at a suburban lawn. Waysides are. still potentially.
one of the best repositories of our fast-diaappearing wildlife, and
in this area much is being done in establishing good relations
with local authorities and- securing the abandonment of the use of
herbicides on verges and. co~operation in fixing cutting times to 7
ensure the minimum loss of . beauty. One nevertheless wonders
whether the colourful waysides of our childhood_are gone for ever
from south~east England and fears it may be so. They have not.
disappeared everywhere, however, and on holiday in Northumberland
this year I found the hedgerows a riot of hogweed, elder, roses,
honeysuckle and tufted vetch. They were a sheer delight.

What of some of our old haunts? .In the 1940'5 and 1950'5,
the first excursion of the season was very often to Padworth
Gulley, and if this repetition seems a little unenterprising, I can
assure members who.did not know the gulley in those days that to
walk up the path under the budding trees and look down on. the
anemone-covered sides of the gulley and the marsh marigolds in the
stream below was an experierce - that certainly bore repeating year
by year. Alas' as the '60's advanced, our beautiful gulley ‘became
choked with brambles and quite. impenetrable. However, I visited:
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it again’ this spring and founad that all the undergrowth had been c
cleared and a bed ctut for the stream._ All was in perfect order. .
The ground was. largely bare, but the species that formerly graced
it - marsh marigolds, anemornes, wood sorrel, ‘golden saxifrage -
were allmreprésented in small numbers‘ Conditions seem ideal for
re-colonisatioen,’ and’ it is a' site to be watched with keen interest.-
The surrounding area has a rich early spring flora _

Bix, of course, though farther afield and more difficult of =
accessy was all the more appreciated ‘when we' reached it. Wit ,
its wonderful flora, it ‘was' always a’ highlight for the botanlsts. o
Happily, through’ thelvision,and untiring efforts ‘of Vera’ Paul “this
magnificent site ‘Has become B.B.O. N.T.'s most- extensive ‘and. highly
prlzed reserve and ‘'is as safe as’ it can.be made in these. uncertain
and ‘ruthless’ days.’ If some of us nostalgically regret the need
for_'management', nature trails, car parks and wardens, thess are
a very small price to pay. for the continued existence of the site;_

Greenham Common provided a favourite August excursion for 1tsH
bog flora until it disappeared under the concrete of an American L
airfield during the later: years of. the War, and.we must count: ouréi
selves lucky that we still have’ Snelsmore.’ The Kennet remains ag
a haven for water flora and fauna, though my. last sight of & king-
fisher wés before the hard’ winter of 1963 and: the insect life here
as elsewhere seems to me to be much redused in quantity and.
variety. Brian Baker tells me that he fears for the scarce .
Burnished Brass moth in the marshes between Newbury and, ﬂhatcham

and that gravel extraction will be taking place over some of. Ih% L
ground.  However, there has been consulttation betwsen natural .

planners and contractors, and it is hoped that reservoir areas

will allow continuance ‘'of the rich’pattern of wildlife in this- area.
Beenhan Woods' were the scene of the first excursion’ in' 1948 and’
agaln in lQ?l,-and~the Loddon: Valley: and Aston’ Rowant -visdted in '
1918, Checkendon visited in 1949 and Watlington Hill visited ih
1951 featured on our programme again this year. ' S

Thus much of our: countryside remains to be visited and enjoyed
for its relatively unpolluted air and comparative freedom from- B
bricks ‘and mortar, but what has- happened ‘to ‘the plants ‘and animals"
found in it? Here the situation is- generally much less satisfact-
ory. "The gloomiest record of all is that of pondlife., At‘one of
our meetings last winter we heard of the deterioration of Wokefield
Common pond, which was fambus among entomologists as the site of
Philip'‘Corbett's work on the 1life history of the Emperor dragonfly
(Anax imperator). We heard that in-the 1950's as many as’ 3,000 -
of these splendid creatures emerged in a single sedBon’ from that
comparatively small pohd. For many years, members of* this" Society
provided a working party each winter to clear the pond of rubbish
and” ' try to keep it in a biologically satisfactory ‘condition. - Now,_
it appéars that:with the pollution resulting Trom heavy building
development and the aé¢tivities of - -gipsies, the battle: 15" being -
lost- and a valuablé site will probably have to be written ofﬁ. I
visited: it in August and it looked a far from happy place. Arthur
Price” has supplied meé with particulars of 8ix other” habitats around
Reading’ that- are dishppearing or have already gone.' Ponds” and - ”
ditches at Tiléhurst Potteéries; another lo¢al site for:'thé Emperor -
dragonfly, are being: filled in with rubbish and severe: pollution ¢
from paint drums is affecting, in addition to the dragonfly, the jib
water bug Reénatra linearis and frogs, toafls, and common and crestad’
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newts. Colliers Glaypit is being levelled for housing. Housing
development has destroyed an extensive and valuable site at
Coleman's Moor, Woodley, which had a rich and unusual flora as
well as interesting birds and insects and was often visited and )
studied by members of this Society. The. water, violet’ (Hottonia
palustris) has gone, the fate of the very rare beetle. lebius
subaeneus and of the uncommon Hydaticus. seminiger and Ranatus z
grapii is problematical, and several species of Wainscot moth and
interesting Caddis and dragonflies have been lost. The flow of
the ditch at Little John's Farm behing the Oxford Road has been
greatly reduced. by, work near Cow Lane. It is now overgrown by
horn-wort . (Ceratophyllum), and. the water violet, forg-bit
(Hydrocharis morsus-ranae) and bladderwort (Utricularia vulgaris)
are greatly reduced. The level of the water meadows by Cow Lane
has been raised 6 ft. by dumping and levelling, andlfour species
of water beetles including the rare Dytlscus circumc1nctus are -
affected, as well as the liverwort Riccia fluitans (Crystalwort)
At Kingsmere near Finchampstead, water skiing with the consequent
oil pollution is damaging the. water spider Argyroneta aquatigca,
the fate of. which is. unknown, and also the uncommon water. beetles,
Ilybius serescens and,Il blus guttiger. The only slight ray of
light in this direction is the fact that Heath Pond, now conserved .
and the property of the National Trust maintains a small popula-
tion of ~some. of the species endangered {or worse) at Kingsmere.

The change in insect life must be apparent to all., Every-
one, not just the naturallst, is aware of the lack of the colourful
butterflies (Peacocks, ‘Red Admlrals, Small Tortoiseshells. and even
Commas in good numbers) that used to jostle one another on our - .
buddleias and michaelmas daisies. . Now, we usually. have to count
ourselves lucky to see ones and twos. On a Whitsuntade outing
twenty or 5o years aga, I always relied on seeing an QOrange-tip
butterfly, the handsome black. and red froghopper Tomaspis _
vulnerata, several kinds of: ladyblrds, dragonflies. and brightly.
coloured weevils and a.Cardinal beetle.. Now, I am pleased. tc see
one or two of these. The soldier beetles still frequent the umbels
but not in the -dense masses of those days. ..One of my most inter-
.esting early entomological experiences with the Society was ,
visiting Greenham Common on a brilliantly; sunny day in high summer
and having pointed out to me innumerabile Grayling butterflles
resting. on: the ground tilted over until: they ‘almost 1lay flat and,
cast no shadow. -The white and gray- mottled undersides of their
wings prov1ded such a perfect camouflage. that it was: hard to pick
them out on the rough soil. It is many years since I:'last saw-a
Grayling butterfly. I.was delighted to see a Wall butterfly at
Upton. this summer.: It was.my first for years. I used to have
them in the garden -every summer and Small Coppers too. -

, I had another exciting experlence reserved for a very new and
uninformed lepidopterist, when having watched a nondescript . little -
brown butterfly settle on a grass stem on the -Downs and seemingly
_dlsappear, I dlscovered on. closer examination of the spot that the
“underside was green and: was able by rapid consultation of South. to:
confirm that. there was indeed such .a; butterfly and that I was seer
ing my first Green Hairstreak. .This. charming little butterfly was -
common. enough, . and a- visit to the chalk Downs at the right season -
would generally be rewarded with' a sisht of one, but, though they
~ are probably still not rare, I.am not so favoured nowadays. Also,

-although‘a‘walkron the Downs at the. appropriate ‘season can still
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be fairly well relied upon:to yield a Bluey it is usually a Common.
‘Blues It‘'was not:ralways so. Brian Baker reports that the souths
facing, chalk slope . overlooking the Thames at Hardwick held our -
closest' colony of the Adonis Blue until it was ploughed during
the:-war and-the célony lost. The northefacing slopé of Hardwick
Hi11 formerly held: the Chalkhill Blue and Marbled White, butterflies
in quantity. : On: this: ground, nature:is taking its own course and
with the loss of the rabbits a coarse grass cover has developed: and
hawthorn scrub has encroached at the expense of the food plants of
these butterflies.: The story is the same at Streatley Hill' where
the northern face is rapidly 'scrubbing up' and the: AdoniS'Blue and
Silver 8potted: Skipper have long since disappeared. ' The same - ..
applies to. other. slopes. and: trackways on the Berkshire Downs, .and
though. valiant: efforts have been made by Martin Sell and his .. -
helpers from R,D.N,H.S. to redress the situation at Aston- Upthorpe,
the Chalkhill Blue butterfly colony has not yet re-established-
itself. "The higher ground above Padworth Gulley used to be fine
ground for High Brown and Small Pearl Bordered. FritilMaries.“ The
former was especially abundant in 1941. ' The ground seemed beyond.
cultivation, being plateau gravel close to woodland fringe with
deep &lder gnllies. 'However, an attempt was made at cereal growing,
followed by the introduotion—of pigs, and this finished the. 1ocal—
1ty as -far as fritillaries were concerned.- = o o

Brian endﬁ his contribution on & more. cheerful note and
strangely starts with a statement that seems to be in contradiction
with Arthun Price's remarks! Perhaps every cloud really has got a
. 8llver lining! He feels that we can turn towards the credit. side
in considering aquatic. habitats. .He is thinking especially of the
many artificial lakes now existing west of Reading. Although these
were stark when first excavated, some have now ‘'matured' and pro-
vide rich breeding grounds for dragonflies such as the Scarce-
Aeghna. Brian also. cites the unexpected arrival in the Burghfield
area. of. the Pine Hawk Moth, for which a favourable habltat is.
assured by .the policy -of. continued conlferisation in this area_.
where local 1epidopterists first saw it in July 1944 Since that
time, it has become a steady r951dent though the peak numbers of -
the '50's have not been reached: of late.__However, it still occurs
widely across the heathlands of South Berkshire and North Hampshlre
and has recently been .taken at light -in- the Chiltern beechwoods at.
Goring Heath. The. monoculture of cereals .covering much of the
Downs. to the, detriment of Blue butterfly" colonies has. provided a
habitat for the Brighton. Wainscot, formerly only to be found with
certainty. upon the wheat~fields of .Salisbury Plain. .Much good
country remains, and it is; heartening to. know. .that, some of those
concerned with the forestry operations on extensive estates in -
Berkshire and’ Hampshire have realised how easy it is to wipe out
long established colonies of woodland butterflies and are now
anxious to promote their conservation by leaving viable reservoir
areas. . e, ' X y

It is hard to assess the position as; regards mammals, whlch
are comparatively seldom Seen even, when present but it is .obvious
that the urban sprawl‘must have, driven most kinds further from us,.
and presumably the decrease in broad-leaved woodland, copses ‘and
hedgerows must, have reduced the number that can find living: space
1n the neighbourhood._ However, badger setts are still to be*foundi
in’ many copses, hedgehogs still. accept. gifts of milk in town garw
dens in spite of the high toll on the roads, and the fallow deer
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has been joined by the muntjac. The near disappearanceé of the
alien rabbit made way for a-muéh_increased population of the native
hare, and the fortunes of the rabbit itself are now, I think, on
the mend; The temerity of the grey squirrels knows no bounds (and’
pests and intruders though they may .be,. yet they. have great charm),
and the fox, no doubt finding modern_ farms ‘unprofitable, comes more
and more boldly into town to raid the more fruitful dumps and '
dustbins. . S =

B1rds are under pressure from many dlrections, notably from-
pesticides, pollutionand destruction of scrub and hedgerow, as
well zs predators and the hazarde of weather, which’'struck with .
savage ferocity in the early months of 1963. The wrens, which.
suffered particularly at that time have made a good recovery,.but
I do not think that the kingfisher, which came. near to extinction,
has approached its former numbers. - I do not know why it is. that
the .cuckoo, which: formerly, having delighted us each year by .
announcing the return of spring, soon threatened to drive us crazy
with its monotonous call, is now so r&rely;heard“that,the sound of
its voice is always an excitement. The scareity of the nightingale
is easier to -explain, for it is exactisig’in its habitat require-
ments and- coppice of the desired density is scarce. It is strange
to reflect that thirty yedrs ago one ‘had only to open a window in' .
Northcourt Avenue on a warm May night to hear the stillness broken
by the sweet notes of a nightingale from Leighton Park, and, in
Whitley Wood, the inhabitants complained bitterly that the night- .
ingales prevented then from sleeping. The. wryneck, though I have
never seen it, was recorded year by year from Caversham gardens 1n
those early years, and more recently it mnested regularly in
Tilehurst, I believe, but I do not thlnk that it has occurred :
locally for many years. Rooks built up to large numbers during the
war as & result of the increased acreage under- ceredal ¢ropsy and
though some of the nearest rookeries are no more, there has been
one in the town centre within the last few years and one has to
travel only a few miles out on ‘an early spring day to be sure of
seeing activity on the skyllne and heéaring the fascinating call.,
On an excursion to the heronry at Coley Park in March’ 1960, we saw
twelve nests, some twenty-five herons standing in the field and
several leaving and returaning -to nests and standing in the tree
tops. The following year, I noted twenty nests, of which at least
twelve were large and occupiedy and 51m11ar’act1vity, but the
building of high blocks of flats very -mear the site has dlsturbed
the birds severely. ‘Against the losses, ‘we can 'set the. short—~
eared owls that regularly w1nter at Aston ‘Upthorpe in increa51ng
numbers, Whether they have formed this habit comparatively
recently. or we have: become aware of them comparatively recently, I
do not know. ‘ :

I have already referred more than once to Aston Upthorpe.
This is a magnificent piece of chalk downland over which B.B.O.N,T.
has a twenty-five year agreement with the owner for the mainten-
ance of a habitat for juniper and some rich chalk flora, mainly
the pasque flower (Anemone pulsatilla) We, as' a- Soclety, have
undertaken to carry ocut the necessary conservatlon work, which has
been in progress for seéveral years. Here, as over the rest of the
Downs, the 'even mead', wanting sheep and having only a modest
population of rabbits, has gonceived by idleness and brought forth
not docks and thistles certainly, but a rank growth of coarse .
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grass. To combat this and encourage the sheep s fescue and the
freckled cowslip, burnet and the. .rést, Martin Sell,,supported By
a small band of. rakers, annually in late winter wields not a: sb&t?e
but- a.'Flymo!. . A vast. improvement in the appearance of the turf““
has. resulted.; In 1970, there were two very Iarge colonies of c<
slips, - Polzgala calcarea (chalk milkwort) was widespread and
candytuft. appeared, Sénecio campestris. (field fleawort), the. frbg
orchid and the. pyramidal orchid oecur there, as does also’ Orchis :
ustulata. This attractive little plant had been shown in the
Museum in.. 1917, and: I.heard rumours that it~ grew at Streatley, but
it was, not until; B,B.O.N. T acquired the Reserve that I came to
know it in»England. Ik now flourishes on the Reserve, and 1n good
years has been plentiful. ‘

i ‘The story.of the .pasque flower itself, however, . is to me a
,bafflingxand sad. one.. This beautiful flower has. always ‘been
extremely local’ in our area, -but we used to have a site off ‘the
Fair‘Mile abeve Streatley where 1t could be described as locally
abundantes. .The:Aston Upthorpe site was not then widely known. I
first had . the. thrill of.. seeing pasque flowers on a Discussion Group
outing to the Fair. Mile site .very early in the war, The plants
grew scattered fairly plentifully over the crown of a . hillock, ‘the
purple and. gold flewers making a. picture of great splendour." When
~we found . that the forces had taken over. the. area for shelling - :
pragtioce. and that the targets were on top. of, our cherished hill,’
..we felt that the pasque ‘flower in Berkshire was doomed._ But’ we_’
were quite wrong., As the ground in which it grew was torn up
month in month out, the pasque flower flourished and increased._
The.plants covered the top and sides ‘of the hill 506 thickly that
on’ approaching, one could discern a purple haze from far away.
Although the site was locally well known and there was consider-
ahle- picking,,the colony increased for the plants still set h,,
.1Lquantit1es of seeds. The. property changed hands and all access
h,was~forbidden,_§o I have not seen the site for many years, but I

- understand that the . colony has almost died out and that" there Were
‘no flowers at all thiﬁ spring. At Aston Upthorpe, we have suffered
from the activities of voles, which nibble off the flowers.  We'
must. be. grateful that’ the pasque. flower survives there, but it does
. BO only An small numbers in spite of our efforts, and 1 feel that
we have not found ‘the complete answer. There shouId be a way of
stimulating it to form a more prolific ‘colony. '

, Another of our specialities, the fritillary (Fritillaria

‘ meleagri@ has fared-better. In my childhood long before I Was'
associated,With this Society, a visit ‘to the fritillary field at
Stanford End‘Mill‘near Riseley was.an annual delight., The farmer
and his wife had the welfare of the flowers very much at heart.
They kept the cattle out of the field until the plants ‘had died "
-~down,: and -they ‘sat on guard at the gate during the flowering sea-
son, charging v1sitors.a.modest 64, a bunch.. . They wased a hard
‘battle with.. the-gipsies who trmed to outwit “them .each year ‘and
strip the flowars for sale. Every year, all flqwers in one secticn
of the_field were left to set seed. . Recently, I have v151ted the
field much less often. In 1957. Went and was confronted with a
sorry sight. . The flowers, ‘many . fewer‘than usual, were almost’ aIl
. .deformed., - The. -suggested. explanation was that. the buds had been
attacked . by .Wood pigeong” For several years,,I heard gloomy
reports from. fellow members on.the poor showing of the planfe
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In 1970, with the Wiltshire Naturalists' Trust, I visited a field
near Cricklade, where,. helped by the traditional system of land
tenure, fritillaries grew so® thickly that it was hard: to avoid-
treading on them and they stretched as far as the eye c¢could see.
When I visited Stanford End a few days 1ater, I was delighted to
find that, though the field was much smaller than the Wiltshire
one, the flowers were growlhg as” thickly and wére in equally good-
conditlon. The situation’ seemed to me.to compare quite favourably
with what it had been forty years earlier. This’ spring T found -
good, of not spectacular, numbers. This seems to me to be an
'example of highly successful manageMent, for - wh1ch we must- be
thankful, for the fritillary is now known from not more than thir-
teen looalities I believe, whereas before 1930, it was known from
more than a hundred. : ,

I find it difficuﬂt to assess the' position with ‘régard to our
very own speciality the summer snowflake (Leuc;jum aestivum) or as
it is best known to us, the Loddon lily. It spreads with’ ease,
bulbs that are washed downstrean readily becoming established to.
found new colonies, but the green—tipped white bells, rather like
- outsize snowdrops, are extremely attractive and hdve always beén
a prey to mass picking both - by gipsies for sale’ and by the ever
increasing numbers of local dwellers and visitors for thei® own
enjoyment., I am told by boat ownérs: that 1t flourishes in the -
relative safety of islands on the Thames, but on its native Loddon,
I find it elusive. On a memorable evening, llth May 1948, with
the Editor I took a path southwards from Loddon Bridge to &' meadow
where the river was fringed by a band of Loddon lilies several
feet wide. Those on. the 1andward side had been cut off, ‘appars-
ently. grazed, but beyond this was a wide belt in all its beauty -
an unforgettable sight but the only-such view of Loddon 1ilies
that I have ever had. That evening was memorable for two other
things. The riverside vegetation was covered with the sparkling
metallic blue and green of recently: emerged adnlts of the damselfly
Agrion s pplendens, a sight I have never seen repeated, and a little
later I walked along Shinfield Road Iistening to nightingales. "To
return to the Loddon lilies - some ‘yéars later when 2 party of
visiting naturalists came to see’ soMe of our specialities we were
able to show them Just one flower of the Loddon 1311y at 8andford
Mill. Years later, on an excursion to‘Woodley‘that I was unable to
attend, many Loddon lilies were ‘8een. " A few days later, I care-
fully followed the route that had been taken. ~An entry that had
been .open then was now closed with barbed wire, building operations
were in-progress on the site and T ‘was able ‘to find only ‘two or
three Loddon 1ilieés 'in a ditch. Near Sandford Mill, they survived
in some numbers ‘but in conditions that to me - seemed hardly to
qualify as truly w11d. However, I am assured that ‘they are still
quite plentiful.

Cornfield weeds deserve a spec1a1 meéntion. Whatever the far-
mers may think, ‘cornfields have deteriorated badly from the
:naturalists' point of view. Hardly a weed! ‘Apart from ‘the showy
‘expanses of poppies, they used to produce in modest numbers an.
assortment of less conspicuous but very attractive flowers.
Venus! 1ook1ng glass (Specularia hybrida) can still be found here
‘and there and the two Kickxia's sometimes in fair numbers, and
Venus' comb or shepherd's needle (Scandix) turns up very océasion-
ally, but othérs have virtually disappeared. As a child, I used to
comeé upon the .corn buttercup (Ranunculus arvensis), with its ' -
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attractive fruits: from time to time, but.I have not sgen it for
somg forty years, though our Secretary found one plant’thié yéér.
It is-:shattéring to ‘know.. that this species was recotdéd as aﬁuﬂdant
in meadows and fields in the little lbécal Flora published™in 1900~
In the same.book, larkspur (De_phinium alacis), ‘Wwhieh' % Have® netiiv
found, is- pecorded from. cornfields near Streatley and corh” cock1e3~
(Agrostemma. githago) and cornflower (Centaurea cyanus )’ From cobhel”
fields unspecified. I saw’ my only ‘¢orn cockle in 1926 and- I have’
never. seen a cornflower in an English cornfield. -:-- ( "T”f

Cowslips have retreated before the plbugh, but I dd not think
that the decrease. in the last fifty years has been_nearly 80" rapid
as in. the late years of last century. When I was a ‘¢hi1d"in = ~ !
Shinfield, I heard tales ‘from 1ldcal pe0p1e of coWslips growing in~
profusion in the meadows near the Toddon Wwhen they were boyse, - but:
I certainly never saw a cowslip in that area, though they were
plentiful at Grazeley on the’ railway bank. ‘In general, they have
now become flowers of chalk downland almost’ exclusively, ‘and’ are
seldom really plentiful. T do not know whethér-to ascribe 'their"
disappearance from the valleys to the making of’ cowslip ‘wihe or - of
cowslip balls, both horrifying practices, or to some ‘more natural-
cause., They are certainly threatened by commercial exploitation.»

Primroses are the subject of one of our saddest stories.’
They used to' be so plentiful in our wobds, copses’ and hedgebanks
that primrosin expeditions were an" ebsential part of ehildhood.
and it sgemed’ impossible that it ever should be otherwise. Spring
without’ several visits to a primrose wood WDuld have been* unthinkb
able and our churches were 1avishly decorated’ with them for' Easter,
but. such pleasures cannot be COmmonplace te Reading>children :
to-day. Quite a long drive is ne¢essary to run them to earth and
then you have to Know, your spots. The causes’ of~the decline are
numerous. Uprooting by gipsies for sale and by greedy gardeners
is blamed, but I doubt whether this is the chief cause. Hedgerow
banks have fallen victims to ppaerie farming. Many wocds have been
cleared for building. When BottOm Copse 'at Arborfield was’ bull-
dozed*out of existence, with it went' carpets of'primroses, yiolets
and a fair number of early purple orchids. Larger woods, ‘where ‘one
wags once welcome ta wander freely, were first enclosed‘with ‘barbed
wire ag it became necessary to preServe ‘a pheasant ‘erop 1f the Tand
was to make its nécessary contribution to the revenue of ‘an sstate,
and then, as clearance and’ management were neglected owing to the
high cost of labour, they’ generally becamé too overgrown and dark
to’ support a Varied'ground flora.' - “Mrs. Trémbath has’ ¢arried ‘out’a
noble rescue Operation ‘on the railwhy bani at Pangbourne station,
where a once beautiful show of primroses had disappeared completély
under a carpet of ‘encroaching ivy. She souglt and obtained per-“
mission to. clear the ivy and she ‘and -all the other Users of ths
etation wére rewarded this- spring ‘with ‘a -show of primroses as'
beautiful as it ‘had ever been in 'vadt years. Early. ‘purple orehids,
which ‘once’ grew in many copses; have become much Yess widespreadt
though “there is one wood ‘only Just outaside the borough bouddary,-
Where Orchis mascula grows in very large numbere.-* . S

. ievnt
The local plant of which We ‘Were: proudest in the éarly I9¢6
s ‘the nonkey orchid (Orchis’ simia) of which we *had the on}y: 7%
known site. in the British 1sles. I recall ‘being taken" ‘to ‘Geeifg™
for the first time on a beautiful May afterndon when I'sat: ‘Witkia
few members ‘of ‘the Discussion Group on a: grassy slope o#erlooking
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the: Thames with the beautiful little fIOWers beside us. among the
ether chalk flora and blue butterflies flitting all around.  The
plants were not numerous then, perhaps there were a dozen, but
they. looked happy and safe” on this site where they had long been 7
undisturbed and we held no- fears for them. our consternation was.
great therefore, when the 51te came under the;iough in 1949 A
plant flowering on an upturned sod was sent to Kew but I think "
failed to survive. One reappeared under the hedge in 19604 but
although the slope returned to grass after a long interval, the
orchids have not reappeared on it, - A small and struggllng colony
has appeared on a nearby slope but often it consists of no more
than a few stunted plants ‘and access to the site has had to be
stopped lest damage be done.. Fortunately, three sites are nowi
known in other parts of England.

On the other hand Spiranthes, that charming and somehow
autumn lady's tresses, seems to have shown con51derable gains.
For. long enough, all I knew of it localIy was the tantalising
informatlon that it used to grow on Hardwick Hlll but although
Hardwick:was. richly rewarding with a variety of c¢halk flora, I
never saw lady's tresses there or heard of anyone who still did.
I got to;know this plant locally in the mid 1950's when, following
a long dry seagon during which little mow1ng was done, it appeared
on various lawns,. notably Dr. Eales' “lawn at.Peppard where it o
still flourishes.— It also, appeared.at Leighton Park,. and in 1961
it appeared on a lawn at Yattendon,_and 1t has grown on Dr.”
Watson's lawn at Cleeve._ In 1969, it was found by a member grows=
ing plentifully on Turville Hill where a large party of" members
saw. it on one of the 8001ety s excursions in 1971. - In 1970, it
was. found at Ashley Hil11, so whether through real increase or more
thorough searching we are certainly better pleased to see this
plant than we were a generation ago.

. The reverse is true, unfortunately, of ‘the green-winped )
,orchld,f In my childhood, I often found neadows with Orchis morio
.:flowering in quite large numbers together with purple clover and

.common vetch, which took up the same colouring, or with cowslips
i:with whlch 1t contrasted to make a really regal show. Now it is
_.rarely seen, though often the habitat remains, and it seemed to
tolerate a fairly wide diyersity of conditions., It used to be
quite plentiful in the water meadows beside the Pang at Bradfield
and. I made many. .a pleasant evening trip to see it growing in’ num-
bers with the cowslips in the railway cuttlng at Grazeley. The
~ bank is still there, but the grass is rank and lonF, probably
through lack of rabbits, and for very many years theré has been no
sign of the orchids. One still finds the odd few flowers from '
time to time but I .last saw con51derable numbers at Marlow Common
_in 1964,  Although we were guilty. of picking these flowers for
decoration before we realised the, harm that this does, nevertheless
I doubt. whether we were solely responsible ‘for the decline. I
incline to a theory that the fall in the horse population may be
involved, as the meadows where the orchids were plentiful were
often grazed by horses., However, the railway bank was not, though
it lay just below a field where there were always horses, Orchis
morio still grows on Dr. Eales' laWn with the Spiranthes and it
must be many years since horses grazed that grass, although it is
a tamed field. 1Is it once more the close cropping, here repre-
sented by mowing, that is wanted?
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The lizard orchid (Himantoglossum hircinum) remains a legend
as far as I am concerned. There has beénvone record of it in my
time I believe, but I did not manage to see it and indeed have
still never seen it growing anywhere.

T .
R !

The water violet (Hottonia palustris), a. relative of the
P¥imulas ‘in spite-of its misleading English- name, is a- lovely: and
exeiting plant. I first saw it at Great Lea Commén near: Grazeley o
in“the early 1940'8 and was"thrilled: with it.” Over the-yearsy I =
visited it geveral times, -and although orie would. have- ‘wished that
the glte were more’ savoury, the %eauty of‘the plant overcame:” ‘it -
surroundin?s. *In 19574 the .pond was: silting up and we feared-the - -
flower-was doomed but' in 1970 an énormous increese in the colonyi'
was! reported. The pond has survived the construction of an access.
road to’ the 'Mbk Motorway within a few! yards of itiand this year all
was well. A site near the Wokingham Road was less fortunate and. : -
has disappeared under a new roundabout. The plant has also been
recorded from near Cleeve and 4in ‘streeams near the Thames, and:in
1960 I saw ‘it ‘at Waltham St Lawrence. T> do not know. how it has- |
fared at these sites.- ' . . Deotowd b a0 g “:V*

I think on’ the credit 51de, Oxford ragwort deserves a,mention.
It 15 ot & diﬂtinguished plant, but: certainly: does notr deserve ..
ite unkind specific epithet of squalidus. .. Imwfact it isi neat and -
tidy in its ‘grbowth and in an env1ronment.incneasingly-de@rived of :
natural’ colour, it spreads sheets .of gold over: railwdy: sitdings and:
waste ground' ih ‘towns for more than half the year.: I dd .ot know:
-when it began to take possession in: Reading,_'mhere ‘was. g record -
of it as occurrdng 'on a railway bankt® in 1900, -but ‘it rated- fonoa'
note ‘@ll’-to itsdelf in no. -1l of the Remﬁing'ﬂaturalis¢~1n 1949, ‘Bo.
was evidently still newsworthy then.‘, oL

[ i

Perhaps the most satisfactory record is thdt of the blue- ﬂ'
Yells. ' So- far; ‘our -bluebells are. mosﬁly'too'far from centres of-
population and mass recreation to succumb ‘to. trampling = much" their
worst enemy = and they thrive on felling.- ‘Though Bome woods where
they fOrmerly flourdished become vy dark and .overgrown for them to
flower it any: numbers, this ‘has do far i1 think beén compensatsd for
each.year)by areas where clearing and:- felling“have.allowed a gnabc
dense blue ‘carpet' to develop, -and-there .is still ‘no: difficulty in
«mflnging~these wonderful ‘splaskes of colour, much the most spectd:“
acular sight I think: that,the countryside,of south—east England
has to offer to-day. I : Lo . .

That concludes my look at the natural scene around Readrng as
I have known it and seen it change over the past thirty years. 1t
-is - just a survey. and I’ do -not. aspire to draw: ‘euy ‘but ‘the mosf:
obviocus conclusions fromit.. We have .lost a lot. ~Some: forms of
natural life and thelr habitats thave squered more’ than othears, ‘but
if we have found here and there a slight compensation or 4’ crumb of
consolationt 4f everything - everywhere -~ is not,quite @s 1nky _w;
black as the prophets of. gloom would have us believe, yet that is-
certainly n6 cause for the Teast suspicion of complacency but B
rather a source of inspiratiocn -givingus the courage: Lo redouble
our efforts to strive in. -every way 1n our poWer to, save whet 5
still remains to us before it is too late.g“Time‘is ‘running out.f”

I L
FIEIE R
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_ Memories of Klngsmere and Heath Pool
by K.-I Butler

As one of the older members of the Reading and District
Natural : Hlstory Society I am:.very. pleased to.offer a small con-
tribution concerning Beath, Pool and Kingsmere - Lake near Wellington;
College, :Berks: I have-known these two .areas _since my .childhood,---
for® one- of my: very earliest. recollectiens is of my- older brothers ;
bathing in Heath Pool in 1911, whilst my father, a keen botanist,
wasklntroducing me to Drosera rotundifolia L. (Sundew), growing by
the lakeside and undoubtedly’ my first botanical observation. This
plant.may be seen ‘today around the:margins of -Heath Pool, which is-
still used as 2 bathing place* by. innurerable small. boys and girls.
and where the:remains of the diving board used..by my brothers can
st111 be seeh." S : — :

Klngsmere recalls early memOrxes of a dlfferent klnd, of
learning to skate. It was not until-I became the Recorder for i
Botany for the Society from 1936 until 1963 that I got to know it .
botanically. In my botanical report for the year 1949 I recorded:
"Thie" most: interesting find of: the year was the discovery.by Mrs.

A. M, Simmonds (now Mrs. Sandels) of Illecebrum wertdcillatum L. .
(Whorled- Knotweed)- growing :on the- margin .of Kingsmere. Lake. . Prior:
to 1891 this plant was -only recorded from Cornwall, Devon. and the
Channel Islands.in Great Britain. . Therefore its dlscovery in that
year (1891), as recorded by G. C. :Druce in his 1897 Flora of
Berkshire, growing on the damp’ sandy margin of a pogl near Welllngton
College, was of singular interest. Druce, in- ks -1919--supplement:
to hls Flora, records it again near‘Kingsmere Teke with the suggest-
ion that it had spread from tHe original locality #o. other places.
near Wellington College, or that it had been previously overlooked.
It is encouraging to know that -during -fifty -odd. years this

uncommon little plant is still holding its . own." . It was seen -again
in 1950 .when ancther visit was. made by some other .members of the
Society and myself to the .partially. dried up bed of the Lake on .
- 16th July.  The ground .flora consisted -of Littorella gnlflora L.
‘Achers (Shoréweed), Hydrocotyl vulgaris -L. (Marsh Pennywort) 5. and -
Juncus bulbosus L. (Heath Rush). -Large patches of D.. intermedia
Hayne (Long-leaved Sundew), of :such:a bright colour as to be vis-.
ible at some distance away, &and ‘a smakl: amount of D. rotundifolia L.
were also found. ' In earlier years Kingesmere used to dry up. on . -
many occasions but apparently has not done so recently. - Possibly,
. damage which had been caused to the ‘hard pan' has ncw- sealed '
itself RS I = sgrd ‘. , R ,

' During the ensulng years I have made few observatlons at Heath
Pool or Kingsmere Takes Howevery in: the 1968 Flora - of Berkshlre
- {Dre He: Jo M, ‘Bowen) the 1atest.necordings for Drosera and
'Illecebrum -are as follows: @ * 1L , A

.Drosera,potundlfqlla, Trlangle POnd Finchampstead 1962. (i
TR T LT ' believe that ‘this is Heath Pool. )

Dresera‘intermédig o Klngsmene 1950._
T1llecebrun’ vertlcillatum '_bHQathfLake 1961,

Fortunately, Heath Pool is now owned by the National Trust
and will be conserved for future generations of naturalists. Some
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concern, however, is felt about the future of Kingsmere, whéere, i
addition to the botanicail ‘records, many uncommon lnaeets:have been
found. The very local water beetles Ilybius aenescens Thompson and
I. guttiger Gyllenhal lave ‘been ‘found :in Kingsmere in great. numbens
whilst Heath“Pool only provides occasional records.4 5:f ;AR

Agabus'affinis Paykull is found both 1n Kingsmere and Heath
Pool Whilst the Water. Spideranrgynoqeta agpatica Lo is found in,
fair numbers in both. habitats.: v E

L S

These observations suggest that, from a conservation point. of
view, the permanent acqulsition,of Heath Pool wil;_not make up for
the possible loss of Kingsmere.” ' ' S

Albinism 'in frogs~(Rapna temporaria-L.)

preeding,frogpeingle recessives;

by AL Price

'In 1970 “the’ mating ot a 1968 female- double recéssive for
albinism" (ccs with' 1968 mAle’ No' 10" -produced” ‘male And fémale - pig-
. mented frogs, which were expected to be single recessives (Cc) for
“albinism. The males proved themselves to be Cc when two back
crosses were made in 1972 (Price 1973). These back c¢robses” pro=
duced 50% pink tadpoles and 50% which pigmented as they developed.
In the spring of 1973, four successful crosses, using’ the&i9?0
.8ingle recessive males. and females, were carried out. A brlefly

" held theory that all single ‘Teceshive, féifle frogs ‘Would ‘¥ay white
spawn was disproved as’ two' of the'femaies laid whmte spawn'Whilet
the other two lafd black spawn._‘ﬁ"“ T j 4“

o

All fouf matippq produCed apprOximately 25%rpinkﬁfadpolés
,_proving that all of‘tﬁe progeny of" the 1970 mating, mentioned
above, Were single recessives for albinlSm. E _

The details of the four matings are glven below

'Sy Spawn. T e t IAVARRS
1970 Cc female No 8 X 19?0 Cc male No 2

This mating ‘resulted in 125 ml. of -black Spawn; 99%%of "which -was
fertile, +being:laid om 20th March .1973.. The .tadpole count gave-
312 pigmented -tadpoles.and 108 .pigmented tadpoles: which PRogress-
ively lost stheir melanin:and:became campletely pink« . The.. resulﬁ
was ‘therefore. 25,7% ¢¢ -tadpoles-which; proves that bo;h of these
frogs were single recessives for albinism.g;,w .

.\‘x-_[
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A Spawn. o
1970 Cc female No 5 X 1970 Cc male

' This cross resulted in 175 ml. of. fertile black spawn being lald
on 16th March 1973. A count of “the tadpoles which hatched gave us
. approximately 25% pigmented tadpoles which were losing théir

. melanin and becoming pink. High mortality made &n accurate count
impossible but. the résults strongly--suggest-: .that both of these
frogs were also single recessive for albinism..:

: FTlJSpawﬁi'Jf . . R
" 1970 Cc female X 1970 Cc male. -

This cross resulted in 80 ml. of fertile white spawn, containing
two black eggs, being laid on 20th March 1973. The developing
tadpoles were counted and 390 of them pigmented as they developed
‘whilst 140 remained completely pink. This represents a percentage
of 26 double recessive tadpoles. The two black eggs hatched into
pigmented tadpoles, which lost their melanin as they developed and
became pink. This mating proves that both of the above frogs are
single recessive for albinism.

tX* Spawn.
1970 Ce female No 7 X 1970 Cc male No 4;.

On 20th March 1973 this mating resulted in 80 ml. fertile white
spawn being laid. The count of the tadpoles gave us 234 which
pigmented as they developed and 79 ‘which remained entirely pink.
This resulted in the text-book figure of 25 cc tadpoles as
-suggested for a Cc, .X Cc mating. This again proves that both the
frogs in. this mating were. single recessives for albinism.

=S All elght frogs used in the above experiment were released in
5 Pate Smallcombe's .pond.

'?The Matriarch.

- The Matriarch, which has bred upder close control since 1967,
T was crossed with one of the 1970 Cec males which hadalready proved
in 1972, by a successful back cross, that it was Cc for albinism
(Price 1973). They were placed in a tank together on llth ‘March

-7 1973 and were seen in -amplexus on 14th ‘March. On 20th March, 480

-ml. of fertile white Bpawn, containing no black eggs,'was laid.
The tadpole count resulted -in 691 tadpoles ‘which pigmented as they
developed and 215 pink tadpoles.' This gave us & flgure of 23,7%
albinos. . e :

This proves that the Matriarch is single recessive for
albinism. ,

l.e. Matriarch'Cc female ., x 1970 Cc male = CC + Cec + Cc + cc.

This fact would have been- proved earlier but for ‘the complicated
"genetic make-up ‘0of the pink-skinned, pink-eyed male, Mickie, who
had -earlier beén mated with the Matriarch giving:an unexpected
result (Priece 1970). The Matriarch was still alive in December.
1973. She is now fourteen years old.



Back Crosses.

Two ‘more- successful back ¢rosses.were made. .in 1973 uslng 1970
Cc malea and. 1967 ce. ‘female -and 1971 cc female.- : P

A. ) AR 196? cc female X 1920 Cc male .

This g¢ross produced 120 ml, of fertile whlte spawn on 218t
March. 1973 whlch én hatching: gdve us a colnt of 183 pink tadpoles
and 171 tadpoles which pigmented as they developed . -

i.eq: ,52% pink tedpoles and. 48% pigmenting tadpoles.J

B:. T:-- A 1971 cc female x 1970 CQ.NO 6

This cross produced exactly 50% pink and 50% pigmentlng
tadpoles.

- _‘__,.‘ o ,"_

The tWO back crosses again COnfirMS the postulated

.ce female X Cc male f Gc +<Co +rcc~+ cc
The stock of tadpoles from these two matings were dlspersed %o
suitable. habitata,_espec@ally Pat Smallcompe's,pond and the,pond
in Highmoor Road. - e P . e e

Highmoor Road.

A visit was made to ‘the pond ¥n ‘Highmcoor Ro&d on:10th March.:
1973 following the discovery of a pair of frogs in amplkéxuis.in the
Froghouse at 6, Mansfield Road,. During.this.vigit the gurplus
decaying algae and: dead 1eaves were remaved from-the pond. -

One pair=of'frdgs~was found’in-anmplexus ~andep ‘the marginal .-
vegetation in the pond. During a further visit on 20th March two
cases of multiple amplexus were seen, i.e. a female with males
clinging to both the dorsal and ventral surfaces. They were
parted to save’ the female's 1ife. This year: ‘on}y one clump of .
white apawn’ was* found as oppobed to thirty . elumps ‘ofblack spawn.
The clump of white spawn was left in the pomd tb: develop.‘

The steady decrease in the numbers of clumps of white spawn
is shown in the table.

Year White Spawn =~ & ~ ~Bladk Spawn™ - - Remarks

1965 25 20+ ( Information from
1966 25 v Tl L2040 v €oMrs. Jeffery
1967 20 ST 25 :

1968 16 20

1969 o R W o _ 25

19707 0. T U150 St i 307 cWimter - 17 dead frogs
1971 - - N T ST BRSRR-" M RSP SR AR BT S
19723 ij TR Y B e e

S

.....

i e e e e e e
"It seems that the-laying of whité spawn is about over for-.
the present.
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The future

After nine years intensive study of the problem of ‘white
spawn and albinism I have decided to give up the study. I have
achieved much of what I set out to do and possibly added slightly
to the solution of some of the problems. :

During- the. nine years of breeding, the biggest problem has
been the provi510n of: living food for the developing frogs. 1In ‘the
early stages of the experiment there were, in the vicinity of
Mansfield Road, many neglected, open spaces and gardens with stands
of nettle and bramble which provided insects, spiders and slugs.
Most of these places have been developed making the task much more
onerous. \ .

The experiment will be continued by Pat Smallcombe to whom I
have handed over all my remaining stock with the exception of the_
Matriarch., This is in addition to the tadpoles and small frogs
which she has kindly permitted me to place in her pond over the
last six years 8o that the strain will not die out.

The only task remaining'is to summ&rise the work’of the last
nine years. Again my thanks are due to a great number of people.

Summary.

1. The Matriarch has been proved to be 81ng1e recesslve for
,albiniam.

2. Four Cc ‘X Gc erosses. have proved that the 1970 pigmented
'frogs ‘are all- single ‘recessives for albinism. .

3. Two more,successful back crosses were:made in 19?3.

Bibliography

Price, A. . Reading ‘Naturalist Nos. 19 (196?) 20 (1968),
o2 (1969), 22 (1970), 23 (1971), 24 (1972),
.25 (1973).. . - :

-.Report on Aston Upthorpe - 1973
by M. Sell '

- This year the customary mowing stint was carried out in early
March, two 'Flymo! 5. being used .for the task over a two-day period.
The ease with which the mowing can now be performed is illustrated
by the fact that most of the Reserve was cut in the first day, and
practically no raking is now needed after the mowing. The second’
mower has now been presented to the Trust, and will prove very
useful. in this sort of conservation work. .About one third of the
total area was not cut this year, and it will be interesting to



