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~s. Ada Chandf 

~"" ," -,' . . - ' .~. 

~.tIle:)death' of· Mrs.,, :Ada Cllan9Y ' in A1,1gust , 1973, . our S'ociety 
lAIet ... ~ or-! 'the'::-ttto' people ' :tIhO'~ pius_t havework,ed hardest ;for its 
1Ml1~ -~IIe~ other, :WaSt :0£ cpurse'~ Mr" Fishlock • . Wl+~nhe , relin-' 
.... ....., the. Secre,tat-yship :to. become our President in 1953 after ' 
bI_t,. 7ears devoted' service, it seemed that the gap would be 
1~'ti':f& ~d ~£nl!'; , . but ,Mrs. Hasker , . a .fr,iend of hi.B nnda com­
~),'n~~_Ittber -.df whom we knewl~t:tle, .~r~epped in and,. 
~~~ gai;daIice t" fill,ed the o~tice. -w:i.th- efficiency and; , 
eJI'tIiasimnn- ~r-oreleven years., making it lier ,v:ery 'ld.fe -' , 

1': - '3 ":J 't.~:. . .~ ; • 

- ~1ng ol1tthe .d'utieenow ' sha~ed. :py . the general:, winter 
pro~e ' ,and : membersh1p 'secrElt(;iriea., Mrs., Fish+ock, ~s _she became 

, iJl!.19'S, ,'spar-ed no trouble to ' ensure the smooth rut;lnillg ' of our 
affaire. , brought ,a distinguished panel of ~peakers to 89dress us 
aeefirig ' by meeting ye8.r after yea-,:.-, and ·was " always at hand to 
extend: to members the ;friendly welcome, to which she attached the 
highest ' importance •. -She was , unfailing in her attentiveness to 
elaerly 'and sick" members. 

She was particularly interested in the South-eastern Union.of 
Scientific Societies ,to -which"we were a£filiatedand at whose 
meetings she ' represented; the Society' for .map.y years. It w~s 
largely asa result of her hard w9r~ ~ and efficiency that the.' 
Union' s 1958 congress., held in Readj.ng at the j·oint invitation of 
this, Society and the Zoological ,Depart~ent or the UniVersity, WaS 
generally accla,imed as one of the most successful ev,er held. 

- Shortly after Mr. F,!shlock' s dea;_~b t ' ,' s ,h'e endo~ed; ,ananriuaJ. 
prize. in ,hia . memoryto ;enoourage the love of natural histo:r-y among 
the younge'r' schoolchiiLdren of Reading.. In 1967, Mrs. Chandy, as . 
she . had: the~ : 1?~c~, was, e~ected an Honorary Member of the . Soci,ety, . 
aQ,o._ althoug4i J:l(9I!, ;fFd:l.,~~:. p.eal th h~s pre'vented her from co~ng , . 
,arBOJlg 'p,s f;requ~ntly ot. late, we welcomed, h,er each ye'ar when sn,e 
came to the A.G.M. to 'present the Fishlock prize. 

. "! '-' . ' :. . - .' " " . '. ,:':r -,' ". _ ", '. ' , 
She was deeply iriterest.ed', ,in the countryside, natur,e al}d , 

: ~~l. 'life. and showed a particular interest in .R;eacling' f) tr,ees,. 
Na~ure ' lovers. in .the town ·mourn an ally who ' dj,dnQ.t . spa,re .h~rself 
il:l . serving their cause. ' , . :, ' . " 

. '. ') . 

..; .... '-

An Appreciation, or 'Ra n'dom Recoll&'6tioIis :ofEvel"y. Day ·Life 
~.' . wi £'11 th'e late George ' Thomas'Vear ' 

'by J .' Bowden 

. , . . 

/' 

. , ~. Georg~ .ThomasVear , .who die'di on .Z.7tl\~o'V'embelf '~,97.3~n 'hi~ 
102nd year , .wGt~, born "nearS'p11Eil?y :in tincoln.:¥lire On lZ'th March , 
1872 .. , I think he believed .that his ancestors came £roritthe little< 
town ,;of Veere, ' on .the·Island,~iWaic,herenin South HOlland, but he: " 
had ,.:!¥' :proof of this. ' :We know, 'boweve~;' that t .he Dutch did come 
here 'tg, he1p with drainage work on ;t ,he ,Fens. ' 

He "con:menced w~~rk with ·Wm. Rfciiey & Son's, Tiro'ber'Merchants in, ' 
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Reading, at the age of 13 in 1885. 'He was told, at his interview 
that he must always be politeand ' punctual andneat'J.y dressedtlas 
you are now" - th'ey were his best clothes that he wore • Offioe 
hours were ' from 6 to 8 for 'dusting, 8.30 to one o'clock arid: 2.15 
to 6.30 U or when 'work' was finished", payment . being £1 per month. '.' . 
One morning he . wastaldi that · he was one minute late. ' 

I first met him in 1911c when :officew.or k start.ed at 8.30 -
money still the same e' Iwa:s 'rather apprehensive of him r he looked' 
so severe when he worepinc:e.Jn~z .. . T reme'mber :so well when he was 
trying to explain ' so'me 'intr ic'ate (tome') . figures . of ,the . trade. I 
kept saying ttyes, yes er - yes sir", he would say "don't say yes : if 
you don t·t UIiderstand, I am trying to help ' Yo'u':'. ' . What long hours we 
worked in those days. Someye'ars 'JIater '; ne ,-ohad: arranged for us . to . 
go to the Theatre ', a Sliakespeare 'play I t h:l!:iK;we were: still ,at the 
office at " .30. much too' late to go. : An0ther ~' l.ate evening to. 
retell .- about 8 o'clock, ' raininghard, :only the 'governor and T.V. 
there. " He had no coat · or umbrella ~ but , seeing ,what he ·believed was . 
the office "gamptt said goodnight and~: took :1.t' • . The next morning he ' . 
was reproved. "Oh" said he, "I took it to be othe office umbrella". 
Mr. Ridley repliedttYou knew it wasn't yours"! 

Before he married he ' enjoyed a cyc~i.ng ' tour with two or three' 
companions thro t . Holland. He al6:0 went to:' an" Exh:1.b:1. U :on in Paris 
in 1900. In his early inarriep life , he'; d:1.d .well o.ver ' a hundred! 
geometric drawings (designs) ·which nec.olou.r:ect." -: 8e, .had an intimate 
knowled'geof' t 'he work of Charl.es Dickens:, a~ gene.ra1 · ,knowl-edge of 
Shakespeare"s ~ys - 'some in detail- and of rprietq':, ,ti.n~luding 
some by American writers. He had read most if not all of Jules 
Verne's stari.es in French, could rea'd 1>utChf,'l h Eir 'had :S:ome., knowl:edg~ 
of Greek (knew and' recited by heart thEf Greek aipl1abet J with -his, ,-, . 
si,sters' from the' age of six).' He was a m-ellltiei:t :df ~th'e~ 'Rea'dbrg ' and 
District Natural History Society, and' :knew t"-h-e' Latfii··names of many 
birds t butterflies and fl'owers. 'He was' · pa:r~1cllrar.'J.t1~nterested: :L-ll 
the engravings of Gustav Dore and had thoUsai uis ' o:t'~'1;:,s '·'i-:r1ustratJ.ons • 

. !.:r : , . } 
One might think perhaps that I am over-egging the pudding in 

t", ., ... , - ";' ~ ~ ~ _., ..:,..' _-

my pra.ise of .himt 'but haviiIgknown ~~. 'for so marty- years I can 
assure the reader this is not ·so. FifS: m ow."l.edge-'Was quite ;fantastic 
and infini telyvaried; as Goldsmith s ii:fs ':1n tlDe8'erte~J Village" ' .' . 
ttand, still they gazed and still the wonder grew ' t hat 'one small head 
could carry all it knew". It became a household phrase among his 
acquaintancesin time; any difficulty in spelling, history, etc. 
"ask Mr. Vear". He wrote ·.beau.ti,fu.l P1.tman shorthand, even at 
speed t which others could read readily. 

When we w,ere ,t 'imber ... me1:lf?1.!r:ii~:g ~to,get~e,r in ,th,e woo~s,usually 
during the winter mqnths, we -d,resl3ed ~in , old clo~hes and: boots for 
wal~ing thro' brambles, barbed wire and ditches - we looked far 
from smart. I recall being on a Ge,n t ];eman' s estate one rough wet 
windy day. We met the owner and some conversation arose between 
them. ,I could seethe geI;ltleman .l.ooked impressed at myoId 
friencpskn owledge;' variqus -'Bubj ~ctB : a:rose upon which they warmed 
t og.et,he·r, arid ' e~entualiy wEi : were 'irivi t 'ed into the' house'. ' My 
friend soon~pqtted a pair 'of -1:;'OU'],13 , ( "lxV) Fr,erfcih Clo'cks; he was 
told t 'hey 'had been ptir 'cha'S,ed' quit'e' i hd'epeildent'ly and what a for­
tunate find the ' second one wi S. 'They 'then discussed 'the various 
pictures and naturally myoId t ziiend >knew som~thing of' the old' 
masters and the two were enterta;ning each other admirably - I 
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m1.ght add~ with a glass of whisky S3.-pj.ec~ {"but, T.V. was no drinker) 
But to be realistic in my adiniration 'cif hi:m, I must strike a lower 
note. He freely admitted he knew , nothing whatsoever of music and, 
like .... ~qhn J orrocks, :which fills t,hebill, ,he .on,ly knew tW,Q tunes -
one wa~ ,:G,oq. Sav.ethe. Quee,n .and the other ,:wasn It 1 .'. , 

; -::. 

, • • • < ,- •• ~ ' • .r -: .: '. . 
,He .had;. an : expert knowledge of t,imber .; . t~e . ide.ntifiatio~ of 

trees and r:ne<3.suringa.n~ .> had ,been appealed to '~t :the Cou~tsmore . 
th~ll (mCe ,,~. o a~hii;ra.te ion ,disP'I.ltedvaluatiol'ls .• , Some ;ye5lrs ago he ­
handed' over to t~~ Read*pg ,.Mus~~ (;l ' fine , co~l,.e~ti6n, 9f , woods, " 
neatly p:rep~~ri al}d ~ l;abelled by hi~e~fandthey, appeared 'l;ike ' 
book~. wlJ,en stacked on. shelves • . Once>when he :: w(;!.s being diriven by .' . ' , .. \: . '_ . .. ' . : .. .. ) . ' . 
one of th'4? Mr, ~ Ridl.eys (a rar~ thing) they ~aw a ve~y ; ;ta;rg,~ tree , 
some distance from the road. Stopping,. he w,aB~~k~,Q. ,~ apout ' its size ' 
while sitting in the car. "Probably 30" ",girthU' he said. i'Well, 
measure it" he was told, which he did. On returning he said "Oh, 
I find I was wrong, it is 29W'. A dealer showing Mr. Vear a large 
tree lying in a ditch said '~hat will you give me for that ••• (a 
bad word)'1". "Oh, an Elm, I see" said T.V., "I did not reoognize 
it by your desoription". lie had to see a 'country Parson about a 
tree to be felled and remarked "It surprises me that a man of God 
should wish to dispose of the Tree of Heaven" (Ailanthus Glandulosa). 
He retired at the age of 70 on 12th Maroh 1942. 

He was twice President of the Reading and District Natural 
History Sooiety and was elected an Honorary Member in 1945. He had 
a moment of prige one evening when h~ was President in the ohair. 
His wife was in the audieri~e ,his :'younger 'son 'was about to deliver 
a lee ture, and the older one was ope;-a t1ng the lante'rn slides. My 
q.e?,r old friend wafil delighted that the Vears were in so muoh 
evi.dence that evening. ..' 

Fqr :'m~ny iea.r6 ~" f?irioe ;hisblindness I 'visited him weekly and:' 
read many booka :6f his ,l choosing jto 'him. - Oh ne parting I ~' invar1ably' 
said -"Well, goodbye,. Mr. Vear, take care of yourself" · ... "I do" . ' ". 
said ,he; -IIand don't mess about" - ."1 don't~" -nand God bless you, 
Mr. Vear" ':'IIHe ': does, He most oertainlY" does tl ; :. -"hope to ' 6e~ " you 
next wee~" .,:. -, i'oh : I ; hope so" ." ,. 

:' '., , . '( 

He was a fine, honourable, gentlemanly fellow, very modest, 
often saying that he had only a smattering of quite useless inform­
ation. He had been a regular Church' goer all his life, had an 
undoubted faith, and was convinced of a life after death. God 
rest him. 

,I 
} 
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Editor1:al 

Naturalists who have l'1.ved in Or around Reading .ince · before · 
the war have seen many arid at times devastating chang6a, occur~ 
somet:i,mes with unbelieva,Qle swiftness, in the local flora, fauna 
and c6untryside~ ' .. Fot16w:tng ' t~e 'high exampl:e ':set by Miss CO'bb in 
her Presidential Addr~ss, Which appears in ~his number of the 
Reading Naturalist, ' it has been suggested that at this- point ' in its 
history et'. usef'lil function of the Society would be to put detaila-, 
of such changes on recot-d, as ' has been done ~ by Miss Butler in 
another articie • .' ' We accordingly 'invite members 'who have relevant 
pe.J:'!3onal recoile.ctions · of any area to put -them on ' paper for ' 
publication ' in ' iutu.re . numbers '. , ~ , .. 

- -- - ..... 

. ~. .. - , .. -.. ~ ~ .. 
f. ~ ---.1 _- .}::.. - - l~ • . 

N~ticeto Contributo,r~ ~ .' ,.... _ ~ 
~ ~ , .... -' 

-..L _ - '1.f. 

All available ~ecords for inclusion in ' the ~jqnq~ 'Rec6rde~!3' 
• _ J.._ • _ .... _ J ~ , 

Reports should reach them by September 30th. Supplementary' . 
records can be submit~ed up to th~ date of ~~~~AD.J}uat ~~n7r~1 - ; 
Meeting, l;)ut , any rece~ved a~'!;er that may bEf :)h9.~A ~:ver. .. unt~l the 
following year. 

1 . 

Original papers can be !3upmitted . tQ the : Holl9r~rY! Edito:r ~t 
any time up to the beginnirig~f"October . and ~hort :' r.eiI.'Qr_t~ and 
notes not suitable for inclueion in the Honorary Recorders' 
Reports by t 'he ;middle of Nov.ember. 

'. , 
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Meetings and EXcursions 1972-73 

The wip.te~ ' Season of e:ve~ing me,etings opened with, the Annual 
General Meeting, at which Miss L. E-. Cobb deliveredJ her President­
ial. Address entitled 'The Even M~ad"(attendance 4 0). The 
lectures given at other meetings during the season were 'Some 
Aspects of the Ecology of Chalk Grassland' by Dr. C. J. Smith (32); 
'Ecological Studies on the River Lambourn' by Dr. J. F. Wright 
(4lh! ;. 'Succulent Plants in Habitat' by Mr. G. D. Rowley (39); 
'Fa:tcci'p~y ~nd Cqnserv,~ti,on' by Mr.' R. upton (40); -, ''The Role of the 
Mediterranean in ~he European Flora' ,by Professor V.B.- " H&yWo'od " 
(3?)~ ;, J ', BEirksh:i,.re 'Btilnble Bees' ,by Dr. :I: H~'lt~ 'Yarrow (42); " and 
'Mai+, Beaches ,and th~Seafloor', bi ' -Dr. ' I~ " P: 'Joiiffe (38};One 
of the temainiIig meeting!? was devoted ':to : fil~ (26) i, and :'the other 
two ~o members' films, talks ancl exhibits (47 ' al?-d 43) ~i' " 

~ " , Winter walk.s wet-e taken ori ' Decembe:t2nd'~ for birds (3), 
February~ iOth, to S~~ilowii~ld (c. 8} -' arid March: loth, ' for mosSeS ' 
(c. 30). On November' 4th. : a ' rneet,ing was held 'in Mr. R. Gamble I s, 
garden at Wbodley for ' sbii 'insects (3)" and -on" January l}th "Mr. ' A. :>: 
Pr;,ce cond~o,ted a Microscopical Afternoon at _ his house in Reading. 

' ! ~ .~ ' , - . , 

, ~ T~e summer ,fieldme,~H,ngs were: Apri:r -14th-, ' G:i'eat Chalk 
Woo~~nea;r goring (23); , April ' 28th, Bur'ghfield Commbh t~Ol.; , 

, May 12th', Swynoombe Hill (:35); May ' 16th, an 'evening exbursio'n to 
Wa;r-graveMarsh' (12); May 26th, IvinghoeBeacon: and: Tring(l?); 
May 30th ,evening excursion to ' Whi:tchurc'h Hili (15); Jurie9th,." 
~;i.x ~ottom (21); ' June 13th, evening ,ex(:u):'sion to Whitekriights " 
Park (c .2,5) 'jJuiie23r'(f, coaoh ~xcur:Sion to' the F'orest of Dean" 
(46) ; July 7th", LO'dge ' iIi~l area (8); July 20th, ev'ening excllrsion 
to Pamber For~st (9, rain stopped activities); July 21st, ' 
Thatoham Mar,s,h 0 ,6.);.. August 4th, Grangelands and other B.B.O.N.T. 
rese,rv,el3 (i6}; " _A~g\ls\ ' i:~th,Ha~~,~c;k :Estate (c. 15) ; _,' sep.t ,ember , 
lst'1 Englemer:e Pqnd, near Ascot (17) j ' September 15th', FericeWood'; 
H~r'lnitage anci :disiuse,d: railwa,Yifne ,(c ' ~ ' 12){ Septembe:r2,9t'.h ~ ' "c 

river~icI~: And, wOods" Pa:ngbourne! ~oQbrihg Cd'. 12);' r Octo:b'er i)th" " 
Virgin,ia:,Wat~r (6); a,'ndOctobeI' 30t'h;, fungus 'foray'at liar'psden 
W'0ods (c~ ' 30). ,, " , ' " ' " -' , " ' 

- - - - -- .. - - -
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. _ ' .' The Even Mead 

The Presidential Address:-, 

to the Reading and District Natural History Society 

12th October 1972 
" 

by L~ E. Cob,b ' 

When' I addressed ·y-,ou at the A.,d.M. a yea,r ago I dreW-oh the ' 
experie,nce. of · I;lor~· . than th·:lrty .yec\r's of mem~_ership to telly'ou 
something ' of the Socie·ty QVfir that' -period:~ and' I thought it :might.. 
be ofinter~st ifto':night :we .:turned 'Qur 'thought,El outwards to the 
count;y ar~ufid . us ' and consid~r~dLOthe cha~ges ,. ,a,rid perhaps now and: 
again the lack of C'liange ti tq -,-be :seen oVer the -'same period in the . 
countryside of Reading 'and D:l.strict ;land 'in its flora arid fauna. 
To make , this survey mo~e re;prese~rtetive"1 ~hru;t i~ c.ould be i~ I .. 
relied ' on my · impressif,lnS ., only, . I l,t~~e .- ~n~,pI>!elfl~nted : thel?e with notes 
kindly ; proyided. by tllo other , rp.embe;~ : of' . 10J;l.g", s .tanding , whom I 
shoul\ilike ~othank very' warmly for I t heir CO-,9peration. ' 

; Inevitably the i 'ale is i~many w~y~ a"sa'a; <ilie ~ but" it is not 
without it,S conaola,tions • .... I suppose we can . be ' considered com~ 
parative1y"- fo-rtuna.::te so ' far ~ l-n ,that,' moar ~f th~.- pl,aces we vi~ite<F 
on our . e~cut"Jliona : thirty ye,ars ago are( ~till f~irly .open cou_ntTY, 
and :i,twpuld: 'P!cbably .be p'ossible to r,~:p~at:_muc~ cif', a ~.~'al?hn's ~ 
progrp.mme of th.oa:e ' days. ijow ,long tha;t f;t~te ,ri..f.~. ~f'f~~ will con­
tinue . when the, development -plan: for t ,he sOl£th~~e,aat gather/?' 
mom~ntum I do n.ot know. ' , I thin~ anyone' giving -ElUCh ';;r -:t~ aVs th:,..a 
in ten ye-ars", time: would .pr,oba1aY have a veri- di"fl'eren't ta~e to ,,' 
tell. . . , 

. And, 'although much Q:fthecou.n't!~y:side, tiJh..pt;t'].): It~J1"~~ :, wh8:tof 
~ts quality from the natural:"h,:i,story, D.~:irit :0:( v1,.(W'l ,~~e picture 
here is l 'ess .-rosy. It is perhaps ' r~tll~r, a-b anoIW3-:ti that v1rtua'lly' 
none:: of Br:l.t:aintEl . 'naturalcountrYBJ;d.e.,'- ;'f.S,~:r~ f~ct '- natural. i" ' .. 

Though it is seldom ful;Ly realis~.d"a:ll ,except 'tq.e: sm?,l,.,l. ,Jracts of 
relict forest in , this sopnist"icat-ed- islan'd 'is man-made. :. Hi,gh" " 
altitudes and extremes of temperature produce their cHiar acteristic' 
flora and fauna, and thus create diversity, but in our humid: an~ 
equable climate, the climax vegetation is always forest. The 
flowery meadows and road verges, primrose-carpeted copses, gay 
railway banks and heather moors and heathland are all the result of 
the activity of man and P:i,.~ .~op1e,~tj.c a..pimaJ-s in the interplay of 
ordinary rural and semi-rural life as it was lived for centuries 
and continued to be lived until times that many of us can remember. 
Changes in man's habits can quickly affect diversity and reduce 
numbers of species. The change from grazing to arable farming, 
ploughing subsidies, mechanisation, th~ use of insecticides and 
herbicides and the decline in rural industries have all taken 
their toll, which must be added to the sweeping losses to towns, 
roads, power stations and car parks. 

Even leaving the countryside to itself reduces variety of 
species or substitutes the less desirable as Shakespeare told us: 
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• Th'eev,erttn.ead t that 'ers t brought ~,EfetlY- : forth 
Th'e ,freckiedcbwslip, burnett, ' artd ' :green,clov'er " 

' Wariting 'the scythe, 'all uricorrei,cted, rank,,' ' 
Conce~iv,~6 by' idle'nass,. andnoth1hg teem1:i ' -
But hateful docks,rough thisttes, lte'C'k'tdes, burs, 
Losing b6thbe'auti "andutt:lity.' ' 

:. " 

'" " , 

We are very fortunate in this area in ' the'wid'erange of ' " '::' 
habitats and~ypes of country within ea~y' r ,each. The main one~ 
are,: the acld hea t 'hla,ll;ds , the chaLt d ow'riland,,'woodland i' strea!l1-
sid:e a;nd finally the homely , 'lived-in 'cburit'rjs:1:de; 'compoth:tdea 6f . 
lallee,; art;iblee.ndpastu.re ,f1:e*'Cis, 'he'dger6\\fBand, -:to~merly.' t; the " j 

farim 'or village' pond~ 'What has happened in ' each 'f6f ~the:se? : ' "-
:. ;" \' , . • ~ . " , ';. . ,' ,' . ~ ; ~ ~. ' " '" ~ ; ! ~ " ~, i' . 

Th,'e )ie~thlandewere -rieverrich , 'botanically : at ·:'i~ast tout ' 
mad'e up in ,'beauty what they-tacked in '~arfeti when' the': bel1 ,he'athe'r ' 
was at·· th·~ ,height Of ~ :i it~ glory. "'! 're'member Ffnch·a.mpste,ad ::R'idges ~ ' .. ' 
and Burghf:teld,Mort':1.met' and 'Buckle bury CoirUnons, whenthey 'were;" 
she~ts ' ofl?~:ple ' aE3 ,far ' 'as t~e 'eye co~ld see '~' ' A French tI.'iend, ' " 
whom I took toF:tnchampstead ' Ridges shortly , before the 'l~etr'war 
wasincredulbua befor~ the 'intert$i ty ,6:tthe ' colour( " N6w ~ o'lieha.s 
to search for ' heather in al). these places among the ali-:blvading 
bracken or birches. At Inkpen Common, 'where 'management haS ~ ' ~e'c­
ently pa~sed to B.B.O.N.T., efforts are being made to return part 
of the area ': tbheather by discouraging the ~ intading ,gor"e. • ..i.bijoch, 
ana ' bracken{ but the task ienot proving' ,a simple'j orie e<venlilien 
only' a small area is involved . ' An e~rly 'attempt produc~d ftot " ' ~: , 
heather but thistles. ' , ', ,; , 

Chalk graselaIldis one ' 'of the saddest losses : becaus~ :1t " for- ' 
merly s~emed t6 !I1e~ and ' to many" botan!sts, ' incompat-ab1y but- most , 
bea?t~ful , hl:l.~ita.t ,. T~~ ~YI?:tcalt ch~rm1ng~ flowerso!, the':: rihalk ~ in 
their delicacy rind ;' !ariety can ' still be found in many 'of ~heir~< old 
sitest / but ' ge~e~ali:1 theY. arestruggllrtg to maintain themSe;Lv8s ; 
among a. ' rank: gi'owth of ' ooaree "grasses and there is : littl~ ' r~sem- I ' 
blance !~ to the Bp'eotii6le of, a ~ inul ti-coi.bured ; pr'6:fusi'c)l1 ' o·f :"f1o\{ers ' ';;: 
star:ringsho:h;:'cropped tur'f"'; : Shakespeare' a ' 'e'ven mead 1 • , This , ' 
t}lrf ' w~ ' owed , firt:st ,to grazibg ':by downland eheefi" and th$!1 ,to ' th'a 
activities .o,£ rabbits, wh:1ch ' were to be dec'imated by myXomatosis < : , 

in the" 1950's. Both sh~ep : andrabbit6 'are regard~d ' ''ithd16favour ''!' 
by conservatio:lll.ste ' in many areas "here their ac.t1rltieswere ' ;: ' 
excessive and procl.1iee'd near-desert ,: c'6nditions'; ' but in' Berkshire ': " ', ' 
they perfiirmed ' to'nea.r-perfection 8, ,task at which ~: ina.k~ but an, ' ~,' 
ind.i.ff~r~nt showing- 'when we try to do it with'out; : 'theii~ a.id,: , '.t : 

Happil~ flthink I see 'signs' this year 'of the beg'inning" of :a 
return ; of 6h~e'p to the Downs. ' ',' :"', ',: ' , , 

', : . ~ '": ~ ':"~ '-~' :: • . " , " .! • f~ . ~: .-

Copses ' wer~ i' among the best "habitats::for"' the ' All-round ' natur­
alist, :providing, in ,addition to ,a ,sheltered environment, fo~ the 
much loved ', spring flowers (primroseaiJ wood sorrel, wood anemones, 
moscha tel ana >mant! more), nesting" sites ' ~or. , A pro'f~~i'on ~ of birds , " 
ari.dcDver ' fbrbadgers, foxes, and indeed : !host of our ' relatively ' : ,!) , 

few wild inamnial~. " Copses ha\Je" suffered'seTerelY' in 'tw0 '~we.YB~ " ,; ; 
Many have -" underg one completeannihilAtiO'n, ,' bE!ing merged in a matt~r ' 
of li6ur~ i~to' tlie surrounding' arable ; land~y':' the 'ruthlees, ', a:ction ' ", 
of the I'bulldozer. BottomCopsEi ' at Arborf'ieldt '~'my" favciurftechild;';' :"~ 
hobdhau'nt ~ is one ' of' these. A small ' copse at Woooley that " ,:~ , 
delighted <me ' each spring as :C 'looked:!'atit every :~tay from 'the ' . 
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windows of the L,ondon train has given place to a school plaY,ing 
field. Others, left undisturbed, either because their ,sitipg did 
not make an alternative use economicallY desirable or through a 
well-intentioned wish to consider amenities, h iwe been left 
entirely to their fate, as there is no 'longer a rriarketfor the 
products of coppicing. They .have:the;refore bec,ome an impenetrable 
tangle, too dark to alThw any ground ' flora to develop and too 
thick even to harbour many speciee of birds. Perhaps the mammals 
still find them hospitable. I ,hopeso • 

. One of theJ1).ostcomple,te losses and a J,ad' one is the village 
pond , ,- vict:ffiic;r ,t~e mechanic'al ag:e • , At one .. t~nie, the pond was an • 
essential paI,'t of . the make-up : of any village.,. ,l«he,r ,e, it served tl}e 
needs of thirs,ty horses and wal? t ,he ',delight :;9"fs.all children witk 
its inevitable 'flotilla ordu~ks 'and an interesting variety of 
animall:.s ,to be fished out from the shelter of the weed~' ,This often 
i~c~y.ded sJ?;eets .of water - cro~foot thatin , stUnIIier ~urned it into an 
inverted ,milky way. . With . 1!he passing of the' .horse as a normal 
means of tra.nsport and hauiage,and changes in 'farming 'methods, 
the ponq be'cameredundant,and, ' far ,from being , consldered' a ,,desir­
able ~men:i.tYJ became the object of dislike and a:t~ack by the ' 
majority who considered': it untidy, :'!lnsightly ,Unhygie'n!c or danger­
ous an~ , appl~uded ~ny , move to fill it, in, gerier~lly for replacement ' 
by concllete or hricksand mortar in one form ' or anoth~~. 

~ ' . ~ - .... . . , 
Finally t · ways;i.clesl :They were a~d~re ~he .~ mQ~t &:en~ralJ.Y '. , 

accessible ,of hapitats, ~here J:;q be enjoy;ed :" 9r ignore(i ,by viI,'tually 
all excep;t the ' house-bound o:r , at least , the town,-bound.. Waysideco 
with the hedgerows behind them were formeriy a ' s9~rce ;of delight " 
in almost any rural area with a succession of fiowers according to 
the geology, from the qo~ parsley of early spr~n~ th~9~gh the 
seasons of haw:th.orn, elder, stitchwort, honeys~ckl~; ' roSes,: cam­
pions, scabious, knapwee~s, vetches ~nd ;-. ~o~dfl~ ' t ? ,:'thE3 . p~r~i~s of 
autumn. , The hedges provided shelterfor ,})illde! ne~~s and , innumer­
able ineects and the yerges forsm~ll marpmal.~ ,:: - T~ h~<J~es hav~ <­

fallen victim to labour costs and th.e v.erges .. to lierbi-cides ,and " 
mecha~ical cutt,ers combined. ~ith , a p~~sion! for ~?-~1~eS6, ~hat , leads, 
many pe.ople?-ctually . to ' prefer a couRtr;y ~o~t;l,sid~ that looks like. " 
a poor attempt at ... 8. suburban l~~'m. W~Yf?~~~s. " are ~ still . pote,ntially , 
one of the best repositor~es of olir tast~~Jmipp'e~ring willllife, ,and 
in this ~rea muqh i,s bei!l,g, ,done .!n , e~a.bl.ishing g90d relations ' 
with loc~.J.. authorities a~g , sec'uripg : th~ abandomn~nt ,of the use of 
herbicides on ve7;gea ,and , co~~:)per~t~Qn:, ~n.. .f~ing c~tting times to ' 
ensure the minimwn loss 'of ,beauty. One ,nevertheless ,wonders 
whether the ' colou~;t'~lwF!-y~id~~ qf. our ' chiidhood are , gone for ~ver 
from south ... eastEngland : and , fears it ,may ,he : ' ~o~ ' They haye , n~~ 
disappeared everywhere t however, and on holiday in Northumberland '; 
this year I found the hedgerows a riot of hogweed, elder', roses, 
honeysuckle and tufted · vetoh. , They were a sheer ~eli~~t. 

What of some 9f our,old ha":1n.ts? , In the ,1940's ' a~q:;1950~6~ ' 
the firstexcurElio~ ,of the season was : very often to" Padworth ' 
Gulley, and if, this repetitions~ems a little unenterprising,Ican 
assure memPers ,Who , did not know' ,the gul1ey in those days that : to 
walk ,up the path under the , buddi~g tr~es and· look down on t~ 
anemone-qovered sides ot the , gulleY and the marsl1 marigolds int:ije 
stt-eam below".was r;l.n experience ~~at certainly bore r.epeatingY~&r 
by year. ,AlasJ as the '60's advanced, our beautiful gulleybecame 
choked with brambles and quite , impenetrable. However, ' I visited · 
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it again~his' sp~ing ' ~~d found 'th~t~,ll th;ehh~~erirowth' h~d l ?ee~t ., . 
cleared and a bed cut ' for th~stre'am~ :; A;ll , was in ' perfect . order''" 
The groundw~B. largely bare, ~' but, the ' ~':p'ecies' tp~ tfb~nierly g:raced, ., 
it - m~sl1 _ in~figoidSt ,anpm?ne~, ~' w6,,o~ ', P,?r~el:t·gp).de~:: ~~Jd.frage " - c " ' 
were all' ~~P*':es'ente(r in 'Emla.ll number:Ef~" Conditions , seem ideal , rbr,~ 
re-coldn:t~at~bnt ' arid ' if isa.' eitetq' be w-a'ltched with ke'en:Lnt~r&st. :' 
The, eur~~u,rid'lbg- ~a:r_~a:·;. ·ii~s·~- a .. "r.~<::l{ :'earli aprini~ tiq;r;'a:~~ , .~-::-. ... -. :' .. 

. ' , : .; . -, . ,,-' - ,'- .. . ~ ; ' ", . ~ . . ! .' . " 

.: ' " , ' " " : ' ' ,, ' ",,' '.' ,, :' , ' " , ' : ' " , " , .', " "' " ," , t ',,': 
Bix~' 'of , cours'e , though . farther af:i;.eld and "II1or,a' d~f'ficul't . ,bf ' " -: 

access'~ was all the more ap:pre'c:tate~whenwe reachlia' it / .: Wi'thC 
:. ' 

its wonderfu;t. 'flora\it ' w~s' a).~ays a:" highi1ght : f 'or t~e: ~tj.b:tanist·B~ · ' · . 
Happi;ty, th't-oughthe; 'vi,l:3ion ,and unth'i,rig' e'ffdr·t~- · ~ot~ Vera. ' p'aiil~ ·~;'h!i.s,: 
magni'£-i/le-ht·· si~ . lias: becomeB '''E',-O .N.T '-"snr()Bt· . ex'en~ive 'ah·d,·highlY ·' ' 
prize i{h~serv~ ana 'is ' as.p~·te. as it can:'bE! inade ~nthese. ulicertain' " 
and :ru~hles~: : d,a!B .• , ·~,c .J~ -so~e.: ·of us,n().st~~iic.ally: ~~~ret; ~~he : ~'~?d , ", " 
for i' ~ana~em:e~~: ~'t :na~uretra~ls t car ' ~arks. andwar'd,e,ns,~he~'e a.~e, : 
a. very smalLpI'ice .topay for ··t.he continued exis.1;ence of· th'e site.', 

-!" ' . ~ , • '" " . • ." f , . '> , '~' .. , ., ~ .; . • . 

Gre~nham C,otnmon' provided:' a favourite AugUst ,exc\i~s1oli ;fbr ' i~:s: ... 
bog flora lint1i.1ti:t1sappearedimdel" the conctete' Ofi ~4 Arnerican \ " 
ai:rfield durIng: the lat~r · yea~()f. ·. the,:War,': and :we ~ iaust count;: ou~:;: ' :" 
selves 'l'11cky that we ' still ' have ' SnelsIIIor.e. ' ' The' ICehne,t z'eiriain's , as ,', 
a haveri for w?;tter flb.raand fauria ', ' thOUgh my' last ~:i'ght ' oi'a king­
fisher 'was bEd'ore the' hard' winte!r'-of 1963 and the I 'insect life here 
as elsewhere seems to me to be muchreduoed in quantity and. 
val"iety~ "i :'i3ria!n Baker' -teUsmethat he fears for 'th'e sc~r9'e , . 
BUrnish'e,d ' Brass' mot~ in' the' ma;rshe~ . p.etweeD: 'NEni.bul"y' and: '1.\~a~~ha~; .;' . 
and ·th~t ' gravel extraction" 'will b~ ·t~kirig 'p;tace . ,ov~r aome ' 'orthis .. , 
ground'. However, there has been oonsuDtat10n 'betweeh naturalista, ' 
planners' and contractors, and it is, hopea 'th'a;'treservoir areas' 
will al,lbwcorit±nuance "of the rich'! pat·terh' b~f W±ldlife' 'in: th:ts area;. 
BeenhantWoods\ ~ere the scene of the firs·t excursidr{ iil' 1948 and ' 
again in 19'7i.:~. a:nd.I t:he ' Lod doh> VallleY ' an'ci-' Ns t ori' ~owa.n t.. visd. tee! ih . 
1918,' Ch'ecke nd on: " v!sitted 'in' 194'9a.noWatiingtoil:-'Hill:' visited'. in . . 
1951 ifeatU:r'edon' our pN1gi'amme again this 'yea.r. '. '., . ' . ., 

.;,, ' _.: .,; ", :J t . ·. ·· 'l . '. . . ' ., " , .. 

" :'Thu~ :muchOf ourc'ountryeide' :remainsto be visite'd ;a.nd' enjbyea! 
for its relative1y ;unpollu~d can- aria cromparative freedotl{ 'from, ' , " " 
bricks ' 'and mortal"tbtit ' wba t" has happ~iledto ,th~plants. 'arid anHri~l.s · · . 
found in it? ' Hereth'e: situation: :is generall.yniuchle>Bs satisf'a.~t- ' 
ory.· . Thegloomieet record or all is that of pondlife • , At : one of , 
our meetings last . winter wehe'~:rd ' of the d:eterior~tio11·.of Woke field 
C omm'6n pond t . which' wa~ fambusamcing e-ntoIl101bgistsas ' the si t~ . of ,', ,,;:" 
PhilipCorbett's 1'Iork on ' the life h1story,b'r ' theEmperor dragop.flY · 
(~ imperatorH/ We' heard that int,h'e "1950. s · ~s 'maily ' aa'.r 3,000 " , .. 
of thes'e splendi:'d creatures emerged in a single se'Eison 'frdmthat ' , .... 
comparatively sma11 liond/ Fbriba.n1 :leaj;os: ~ members of'3 this- 'Sdclety 
provided a working party each winter to clear the pond of rubbish 
and~ .. try to" ke~p i't ina"bibl'bgic'ally BErtisfact6ry ·,c;6niU:tio;n. Now, 
it· app~a.rs that 'w·1:th the pol1utiob result:tng: 'frolii: heaVy:' :building :: ' . 
developinent and t'h!e " a'Cti~ities. 'of gipsies', thebattle ,i!;< b~irig 
lost) and a valuabieei te w:l.ll:pr6bably 'h8:ve ' t'O 'be· written cif:ff~ . I 
visitea;'1t in Auguetandit 1:60ked a far 'fr'b~ happYJ)lace~ .·Arthur ' 
Pr1ce·' has·'suppliedi me with partic!llats of ' b'ixothef ::habitat~' around;: 
Readitng'} that ,; a.rediB~ppe~rl'ng, "or have " al.re'a~y : kone:: . Ponds ·' tind " '. 
ditchea at 'Til'ehuri§t -' Potteries~ another 10<:a.1site f'or ' :th'e Emperor J 

dragbnfly, arE! being, fille'd in with rubbish and 'seyere ' pbtlution" ; " .1 
. ' __ '. ' . .. ' • r .' ; ' ,_ ./ _ , _ . :', _ ; .. _ ~ . \', . _' . _ • " ": ~ 

from' Rain t · driuilei ,is affecting ~ in ad di tioIi ', to the drag9~fly, ' :tile , ~ >" . 
water ,bug Rai'iatra linearie and frogs, toads. :and co'minon and crestftd" 



newt~ • . Coll.ie:rs ~gfly:pit .i~ , being l ,evell,ed, for hous.ing. Housing 
deve1,9PI!J.ent :,ha~ · dest:roye(j anextens~ve and ,valuable ' site at 
C ol,eman' S Mo'9f. , Woodley, which had 8,; rich and unusllal flpra ~as , 
we!l as inteJ'esting bb'ds a'ndinsects and was often visited.and 
st~9::L~d { 'by ineinber~ 0 '( th:t's SocieJ;y .;; ; !;rhe ; w~ter '. viole~ (Ho.tntonia 
paJ.it~JilsJ ,!l~s g9Jl,~,.,th~ ,, " ate of' .the : verYr,arei bee 'tle": III b:l.us', :.'" 
suha(~netis and of 'fh~ unc'olriJr!:pn I!YAa ticus, .selriiniger .an'd Ranat1),~,., v . .. 
grapii is problematical, and several s'pecies cif Wainscot moth ' and 
interes.tingCa.ddis , and dragonflies have been ,lost. ' . The .flow (}f 
the "ditpb ' attitt.le" Johnt s Farm behizij "the Oxford .Road, .has been 
greatly. re,Au'ced: J)Y. ·wo"r~< npa.rCow Lane • . It ,is now overg:t'0w~ by ,: 
ho£n;"woz:t ,.( Cttrato:lihilhUint~'~ al!~f: r;tl1e wafer violet!' f.org:-hi:t,. ,' .' 
(Hyd;rocharis , Sor.sl1s~~ana~~)., .. andblaqderwort ; (utrl.cu;LarJ.a, vulgarl.~) " 
ar,e. greatlyrequced: .. ' T1i~ ;I_eve)", of. the wfit~r meadows by ,Cow ,f.ane .' 
has been' raised<.6::tt •. .by ,~wnpipg ·a'i'ld . lev~lJ.:tng. , . andi, four, s.pecies 
of't{atel'. 'beetles· :f.ncluaing~.pe ~are 'Dyt;ispus ' ci:rctumc!nctus are : 
affe.c1ted,- ·~s. wel.+ as, the liY~~:J(ort Ricc:l.a fl.u:Ltans .(C:rys;talwort )., 
At' Kihgsme~re near Firichamps'tead~ wate~r skiiilg with the ' consequent 
0:1)" pollutiop " i~ . ~amaging,. t.h~: .. }'later spider. A;r.gyroneta aquatica , 
the' fat.e ' . or: whfc$ ifi'. tiwt~o.wn,.; and' al,sQ tlle uncommon water be~tl.es, 
IllBius, s~ries9,er(s~.rid ;llY~?ius · ~tt:;ige:; •.. cfhe o~lysligh~ ray of 
lignt :In 'this' d1J-ection 1's ' the 'fiact t'~~t Hea:th Pond, nowcqn~erv,ed 
and theproperty.~' 6r, th,e- N{3.~~i.otltiL 'lru~,~' .maint a ins a ,smallpopula­
tiq!i .dfso~er of 't,he spec~es;: Ei~tlp~pg'eie~~J or worse") at . KingsID(;)Fe. 

The change' in" ':tnsect" ii:f~ ~~st : .be- appa.rent.·,!;oall. "" EverYr. 
one, no.~ ; :j'u13t' the n,atura~~l3t "is .B:Wsl:~~. of ~the.·, ;l.ac~ of th~ ' coJ.our~~l 
bu~t.erflre's (Pe~?Qcks , . R,e~: :A~mtriis~ · S·pi~;l.l . Tortois,e,shells c anfl ~ren 
CO,IIIi4l:\.B .in ~oQd .numperl3") ~A~t: 'u.~e;d :to :'J"o~t.l.e.: o~ri~ .. aiioithe~ on oup . 
buddleias .and. m;i{:ha~lmas ; da;isies. . Now" .weWiua~~y:, )lave t .o c oUI\ t 
,ourselves lucky ;t:os.~e.e ones; and ~wo§:.. . On. a Wh-~t~u"nF.iLd..e ~outipg 
twenty or eo;' y(;)~rs ag~Q,)I always reJ.ied <;>n .seeJ~.g ,~i-Il ., Oranger ..... t:i,p 
but:t:erfl;Y'.t' ,'.:;the, handsome }:>lack, an~: .lr.,ed . :t:';-Clgh~PP~~ T;ornasj?d:a" l 
vulnera ta,s ever~).~ kip.dB. .0£, laQ.y birds-¥ .dr,~EQnfM:e~, a~d ,hl~ightlY. 
coloured weevils and ,a :, Cardi~ai ,1Jeetle. , :: No":, : ~ .~ , pleaset\ , tol3ee 
one or two of these. The soldier beetles still frequent the umbels 
~ut ll:ot . in,the-:d;en:s.e masses of th9se . pal~; •. :u .()_ne; ,of 'my most i;~ter­
esting,. early entpmologic~l experien~es w}:"t.h :t~e .:-So~,~ety . was 
visiting Gree~am Common qn abrill;J;B.~t~lY;f ~t1,lln<j: · day_: ;in high,suwmer 
and, :havingpoint;e'd .out ,to; m~ .. inn~iner{3.bi;.e; 9J"..S,5ling huttert;Lie:s : . 
resting: on. the, ground t:i..;I.te~ over: u!l.til:-: they~l~ost l~y flat and. . 
castno,;.shadow. ; !!'h~ whit.e; and- gray '-!l!ottlep. ' l:1Pq~rsides of their ' 
wings p;,oyided such ' a . perfect. camCl~fl;~g~i tha:;t1,t, w.as: har,d to pick 
them out pri',th~ rough soft.J.. '."r. It ~SlX1{3.AY year;s f!~pCe T'last S:aW ,a 
Grayl~ng. buJ,ter.fly. . I:; was ' Felight~d.; tp: se~ a, :Wall p;utterfly . at. 
Upto.~ this · ~l1rnme;r~' It; .w~~_, my , f~~Bt JOI;' yea~,s. T . Uf!~Q -to ha.ve · 
th~!'l i.n · :the · gar~i'en . ~very 5}lIlJ!!lel\ a'p'-d' Small. Cpppers too. 

, ~ ha9,¥-np.tpe:r~~Cj.li~gL,~~~~~#.;~~~ r'~s~+ved for a ve:r:y new andi , 

uninfo_rm~d,.; le.pidoP'ter~~t k.~h~l!1 ha.vin.g. y~.tched · a nopdescript , 1it~le; 
brownbu:tterftY , s :et·tle ;O~ ~ ; gI'~ss ste~ on; t;hEl <powps and se Elndngly-' 
dis~ppear,· .I d1sc.overed ' ol,l- , cloB~r exami!l.ation of the .spot that the 
und,el-si~e ~asg;.een andwa'~9-bl.e by , rapid , consulta:~·iop. of South J t ,o ; 
conIl.;rm that thElr,e.· was ip.dee<l such; ,~ ;, p.l,lttel'fly q.nd that I W!iJB s~~;o. 
ing my fir.f3,t Gr.'ee~HairB·tr~.!t • . Th'i6 ~; char~ng ' li:;tle butterfly, was 
common . e~ol,lg1;l, and a visit to. thecha.1k. Downs at · the right season,';' 
wouldgene+~lly , he rewar·d~d·;·wi;th; a', sight ot. 'one. but, though , they 
are prob~p+;y ' stifl not rar~ '~ _: (am ' n,()~ ~·o . :fa'voured nowad~ys .~ Also, '" 
although ' awalkQn , the .Downs at·the. appropriate season can still . 

'- , ,' , < - •• ' - ,- - ~ - '~ - - • ~ - ,. -. - ~ ~ ~ 
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be fairly well ,relied upon·: to yield ~ Blllle,f it is usually aCPrnmon , 
.' Blue '. It was n6t ; always so. Brian Baker l,"eportf? that· theeouth ... . 

facing , chalk slope<ov-erl()oking the Thames at Bard~ick held our , 
closest ' colony . . of , the AdoniS ' :slue . until ' it WaS' ·ploughed . during 
the ' war and , the ' c~l"Ony lost. " The north-facing ' s'lop~ of Ijardwick. 
H:Lll formerly ' hela : the.· Chalkhill· Blue and Marbled Whi,te ,. butterflies 
in quantity. " .On; thie:,. ground, nature' is taking ·its own 90urse and 
with the loss of the rabbits a coarse grass cover has developed .·and 
hawthorn scrub has encroached at the expense of the food plants of 
these , butterflie~.n The·· stor1 : is the same at . St·rea-tley .Hill where 
the 'northern :face:is rapidly ' :scruo-bing up' an~~;h,.e ' Adon;'s B1ue and' 
Silv:erBpo-t·teti·; Sltipper; ,have long &:tnce disappeared:. . The: same 
applies to, Dthe'l\ ) slopes:, a.nd ~ trackways · on ,the Berkshire ' Db~ns ,and 
though. valiant: efforts have been made by Martin Sell and his 
h.elpers fr;om R.D.N.H.S.tor~dre.ssth~s1-t,uation at Aston ' Upthorpe', 
the Chalkhil.l ·Blue , butterfly col·o.,ny has not yet re-established 
itself • . , ' The higher 'grounda'b:QV'e PadWQrt,h Gulley used tQ. be fine 
g~oundfor High Brown and .SJIl,all PeJ9.rl': Bordered. Fri,tiHla'rie.s • . ,' The 
former ,was especially abunp.ant: in 194:1. ' The ground Seemed beyond , " 
cUltivation, being pla~teau . gravel close to, woodland fringe with 
deep a~der gull"ies •. Howe:ver, ,- anatt~mpt: was ~ade ' at .. cereal grow~ng, 
followed by the .introduotio~::pf pigs, and thisf'in:i,shed the, lqcal­
ity; as .fal\ as fritiH.aries were ,concerned. 

i. ) .. - , 

.· 'Brian ende ' ~hi's ·:contribution ,on a more cheerful note and · 
strahge·ly: sta2:'ts· with astate~ent that seems t.o . . beinoontradiction 
with Arthur ' Prlic,e 1 srelllarks! ,Perhaps' every cloud really has got· a 
silv,erliningl . He. feels that we ca:nturn t .owards t,he, c·redit , s;i.de 
in considering 'aqua'tic .~habi tats . ·Heis thinking. espeoially of the 
many al?t.bfic.ial· la~es -now e:x:ii3ting west of· Reading. Al tho~gh the'se 
were ,s;tark .when · {irst exc8:~ated, ,some .ha·ve now. 'matured' ~ apdpro­
vide ri,oh b~eed!.ng :gr.oundsfor dragonflies such as the SCfirce' · 
AeElhna:. Brian al~o , cites the une;xpectedarrival in 't~e Bur~h'~ield 
area .of t,he . Pine Hawk . M,o~h, for which ,afavourf3-,hle habiitat ,is ; 
assured· by .the 1'o.11cy .o,f; con~:inued coniferisati:onin this, area. 
whe,re . 100al lepidopterists :firstsaw ~~ ,' i~July 1944. ·Since that 
time, it, has be.co~e ,a steady,- r ,esident .. , .. though the :peak numbers o~ 
the ',50's I:l,a,ve not 'been ~eached : of late- • . However, it .stj,l;L occuz-s, 
widely acrQss the 'lleathlands 0'£ South ;eerk.shire and ijorth ~ampi3hire 
andh:as· reoently be,en ,taken at lig,ht ,in the Chilt.e.rn 'be,echwoocl,s at: 
Goring Heath • . ~he .monoculture of c~reaJ,.s : covering much of the 
Downs~ ,t .o the , detriment of Blue butterfJ.ycolonie:s has provide"a a 
habitat fo-r ,the Brighton, Wainsoot, formerly only to .be found :with 
certC'i:i.nty: upOn ::the ,, ~heat ... fie.lds of .Sa,l:i:sburyPlain. ;' .Muchgood . 
country rema:i.ns~ and·. it· is , .he~rtening .to . know, that, some of those 
cpn.oer~ed \,'I~tb , t .he fprestry o'perations' on 'extensive estates' in 
Borkshire and ' Hampshire have realised how easy it is to wipe out . 
long establisq.ed colonies of woodland butterflies and are now 
anxio;us ,to prpmpte , ,their .conserva tipn by ' leaving viable reservoir 
areas~ 

".;; t ,. 

l.t ~~ ' h.a.;:'d ·to ~s.~ess :thepos·i~ion, .as: regards mainmals,. which 
are compa~ati;v,eiy ,s'eidoI!l:'l3een even, w,hen presentt' ~ but 'i ,t is·obvious; 
that the .\lrban . ~pra~J. . must havi. d:r'1v-en·ttldst ld.ndsfurther :from. us, . 
a~d:+ pres1:1l!l8.hlY j;h¥!_ ~ 'ecrea~~ in br9ad~leJ9.v.edwoodlandt- .copsesand ' 
hedgerowsrnust have reduced the number: tha.t .canfindlf;ving, spaee.",: 
i~~,the neighbourpoad. , How~v,er, hadg,ex ,setts' ar.,e' stiJ.l to be' found 
in') many copaes, -hedgehogs ,.atil1.acc.ept, .. g'ift'B~f' milk in town gar- ' 
dens in spite ' of the high toll on the roads, and the ' fallow deer 
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has beem j bined by ,the ', muntjac. The near ' disappeara.nce of the 
alien rabbit made way for 'a 'much in(:reased population of the na1;j,ve 
hare" and the fortunes of the rabbititseif arenow, : I tliink, oil 
the men~. The , temerity : of : the grey" squirrels knows no ' bounds < and ' 
pests : and intruders though they maybe, .. yet they :: have great charm), 
ahd the fox" no: doubt finding Ipoderri,~ f~rins ': unprofitab1e, comes more 
and more", boldly into town' t 'o raid th-e m'ore ' fruitful ' dumps and 
dustbins. ' 

Birds" are under' ,pressure from lnany' d1.rection,s"nbtably from" ' ,' 
pesticides', polluti.on' and ,destruc~t-i'on: of scrub and hedgerow" as 
well as predators' and the haza~.' of , weat'her" whibh'" struck with: , 
savage ' ferocity' in the early nlonth"S ' eft': 1963. The wrens, which' , 
suffered l' partic,ularly at :'that time have lIlade a ,'good r "ecovery, ' but 
I do not think that the ;k:Lngfishei'," 'Wh-rch ,came. near ,to extinci;ion, 
has approached its' former number6 ~ .. I:") d:'O~ :nbt , knbw,lwhy it 1st-hat 
the cuckoo, which- forme~ly;, -having del:tgh't~d 'us '.each year by, 
announcing the return :of spring, soon'- 1fhreatened: to drive us crazy 
with its monotonous call" is- how" so', ra~ely ' hear-df t1Xat : the sound of 
itsvoioe is"a1ways' an exc-1tement. i: ''Tlie scareit y of the nightingale 
is easier to exp1ai.ri, for' it is- exactil1g" -!.n~ its ,habi.tat requ1re­
m:entsandcoppic;e 'of the desired ,'a.eri"sity l.!f. scar'be''':' Tt is 'strange 
to reflect that thirty years ' ago dne"'ha-d only ' to'~ -:Open a window in : 
Northcourt Avenue on a warm May night to hear the stillness broken 
by the sweet not:es' of a. nightingale from t,e'tghton': :Park, and:, in 

:WhiileyWood, t 'he ' inhabitants' complained, :!I:f:itta~'ly ' tl1at the-, night- , 
ingales preve'nte'd them fr 'om sleeping . :Tha l wryne-eki' :though ' ,I have 
never seen :it ,w'as ' recorda,d year 'by year from C'aV"ersh'am: :ga:rdensfn 
those earty y>ears, andmor'e recentl,y it ,nest edt.pegular l iyin 
Ti1ehurst, I 'believe, but' Ido not ith1'nk that -'i.t"' ,nas' o:c.c·urr.e'd 
locally for many years. Rooks bu1.1 t up' to l.a~ge, inlnnberB ,:d:uring the 
war as a? result of the ' incrE;lased acre,age 'under cere's.l " c~rops'f · artd 
thou'gh ,s 'omeof the nearest rookeriE;ls ' are nb ' rn6re"there.'·:has :been' 
one in 'the town centre within the, 'lasf few' years 'and one ' has to ' ,' 
travel only a few mi'l 'es 0ut';on 'an early' spring' day to::heeure of 
seeing act'ivity 'on theskyliIie and he·atr:intf "t tlie '-fagcinatinEf cail). 
On' an excursion to the heroIlI::" at C ol'ai' pa'rk, in ·Marc:h" 1960,. we saw 
twelve nests, some' twenty-:(-iv'e herons staIiaing ',iri' the field' and 
several ' leaving 'and r 'ettirn:ingtci nes't 's and stahd1.ng in' the tree 
tops. The following :rear,, ' I . noted~ itwentynests, ,of which at lea et 
twelve were large and o~cupied't -an'd s"iflil;~iar- ~c1f'ivity t :butthe ' 
building of high blocks of riats>v,ery ,>n;ear' ' thTe:, site has- distltrbed' 
the 'birds severely . 'Agaj;-ns-t · ' t~e .l.bsses\ '~we:' can 'set the :shor;t-" :, 
eared owls that -re'gularly' \4ih~~r at 'Astdn. ~Upthorpein increasing, 
numbers. Whether t'hey -have !fotined -thi'ef habi~t' c'omparratively , . , " 
recently: or we hav:ebecome aware',,:or·:thenf~omparativelyrecentlYt I 
do riot know. ' , ' r ' , 

I have al.re'aay re,f 'erred more t :han once ,to Aston <U'pthorpe. 
This is a magnificent piece of chalk downland over which B.n.O.N.T. 
has a twenty-five year agreement with the owner for the mainten­
ance of a:- habitat for juniper ; ahd: 'some rlchchalk ,flora, mainly 
the pasque flower (~nemoiie piit·sat'ilia)". ' We ,a~ ~ ' Societij have 
undertakeri-bo ' carry .outt:he,: ne'c'essary conserva!t'±On , ~ork,which has 
been in progress ' £,or s'evera1 years. Here, as' over: the ' rest of the 
Do'Wns, the '-even mead', wan1;i-n:g ' sheep and having only a mod'es't 
population of rabpits, has lJonceivedbyidleness arid brought forth:, 
not' docks and thistles certainiy, but , a, ' rank growth of coarse , 
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graSth~o ,~9~1?a~ ~h~s,~ a#d ~ncou~a~e tl').e ; ~heep~ S .fescU~ '~~~~(~th! 
frec~ed , cowsl4-p; :b~n,t an,9 -' th~c; :~~1;, .', Mar~~n Sel,:t, ~ ~V-~l'.?it~4r ~~ , 
a ~ma.J,.1 ' p<l,nd ,of" rakers, annually , J,.p , l~~e ~l.n1;er wields not a ~ ~Ythe 
but , a ::, t F],ymo, ~ .~ ,, ' A i v:~s~ c ~mprov~me n t ' ' ,in: th~" ap,pe?-r,a~c e "oJ , tt>-,e " ~ur.!'X j 
has ·r~~u}.t~~. : ,. ; ,~n. ~ 1~7b~ .~her~'fIere two Vert Th,;rgec:?l:o:~ie~,: 9.~ je* 
slips , . Ppqgala:. cal,care~ (chi3,lk miJkwo;rt> was ,~~ef:lpr~a$i:, an.a ' . ~ ~ 
c~ndy.·tuft appea,red; •. , . Se.necio , O'ampeiltrie( ~i~iq ; J:l-ea:wo;rt) t." 't~,~, ~!t€g 
orchl.d. fin;d the, pyrapd~al: ,pr~,!lid q~puf there-, as' 'does . alBb' qrc'hfB; ~: 
ustulata. This attractive little plant had been shown in the ' . . .. 
Museum; ~~ ; , ;L9l7i' ~~l I ~,h~ar,~: :~;ourf3 tli~t ~i\ " g~ew '~t "st 're,a,t'l~tt, b~t 

.!,:i( ·mlt?, '1?-?:t ,~~it, ~.B.Q.:N .~~" . ,,~,cq,Ut:r-~.A ~~,eR,~se,r,ve ,t~at I c.~:, t,6, ; , 
knQ~ it, .,il}, E}.'lglalld ~ ,<~\ nqw , ~tJ..o~riehe,s ~n :tn.~ Reserv.~" ,a,nq, , :Ln "goqd 
years has been plentiful. . ' ' .. ,, " -

.1':: .' ,.: 

.. . !The ,story;; <?t: th~ ,~p~sque flow:er itself, however t .is t .o D:le a 
,ba~fU,neY l, aI}.~ .. sac;l - , ~n~ ~, 'llhis be~utifui flower has : alw~ys .'beefi , 
extreIl1ely:": ~:qc~r<j.,n.ou;" ' ·ar~~ ,. ,but; we used to hav~ . El site '~ff~h'e '. 
Fa~ ' Mile ; ab<?y~ Stfeai;;i,ey ,whe~e , it . cQu,ld be 'des<:ribed asl()cally , 
ab1;lndan~+ ; _: TJ.:H~ ~ Aetoti ~p,tho;r:i2e : s;t:te . was z1,ot ', ~hen ·widely . known~ ,.l ,. 
f~r~t had . the" thi-il+ . ot : , s~eing . paeq:ue ~lowers on -a Discussion Group 
outing to ~ tl1e Fair, ~iJ.e ~ 5it~ ~ yeryellrly _ in the war. The plants 
gr,ewscat:t,r.~d : f.Hr.l~~: p~e~~lf!4lY ; oyer the , cz'own 'of a, ; hi]loek~ ' t~e 
purpl~ andg,~l.ft. , .ifl,owe,:r.~ .ma;1fing : a : .pict~re ,of g;t'e~ t splendoUr ~ , . Wh-en 
we f9.un~ c ~hat; :~he~, fOfees)~ap.t~ken over" the 'are~ fO:r" ~.11~lling ", ,, 
p~a9t,io~~ an~ ,t,h:~t .. -th~ t8:r~et.~ we~e on.; top 0f , our .cAe:t~sh.ed hill, ; 

',:w·e ,felt t~a,~ . t~e Pr~q,ue f19wex: . • i¥ .~e;t',k~hirewas· doo~e~., Bllt . we ' 
were ,q'l:l,;1.te w.rong • . .(is the groupd in ,whl.ch it ~ grew was. torn up 
mo.p~.h iil m~)nth: "out, tl1epasqtie f19w'e;T fiou~1.shed and " ilicr·e:~sed~· '.''' 
~'rhe.; ,plant~ cover'ep the top a,nd sides ',61' the hill 's'o"thic'kly that; 
on" a.~;prea~hintft , onec'o,U;Ld ; Alsc.er~ "8. p~r;Ple ' haz,e 'f-r.om p3.ra.way· ~ ,' .' 
Al~lWugh , ,~he , s,ite, was l 'ocall,y \;i~llknoW'rl : arid there \-las cops.tder­
ab~~;- ;pj.~kfD:p~t} "~pe; ,~qlC?PY: :4tcr~~s'ed" fo 'r · ~he , PlantBstiliset ; · : 

.,' ; fl,ua.nt~ia~s, of ~,~~4#3 ,. " ,'I'he, prop.~~ty ' .ch'anged handS 'and all a~ccess " 
"' ,~as fQrb'i~de,h' j ¥,tt .·p~';e po,tsle'eri ' tb;es'ite ' f6'r mahy yea,rs',: hut t 

under~,t,an~L.tha,t th;e . cplonY ha's , almos,t .diedout andtha,t' ·there'. were 
no ,::t:low;ers" at ' ~~;l. , th;1J3·, · sp;x:ing ,. ' At 'AstOn Uptho~:pe 'twe haves:uffe'red 
f~om t~e ,ap~tjiv~t~.ea..~ Ql,'vci:l'eE(, ', which ' nibble off th,e , flp~ers ~ ,: 'We :; 
~\.1.~t ;b~ ; ,~r:a~te.f.lll;tli~ t·"tp.f,i, p,asqu~, 'r.l~ow:er ,Buryi ve~th'er'e, but it does 

,. SP: Olfl.y " ~~r s,ma~~. ?um.}j~tfjl ~ ~n ;~p'i~~. : ?;f , pur ".effort,s t, anq .;r feel ' t .hat 
~e }~a:vet' D;q:}'qund th~i .cpntPle.~~, ,~!l~,,!,e~, . The,reshou!d :P,ea wai :q{ 

, &tj,jllul~~:lnz.it , t ,o fOIJIl a .mo,re ,prolif.ic, col.ony. . ' , 
• - '. ' ~ J • ,- ' . ' • • .. 

, A~<>ih~~~f: oursp~~i~:i.it~~s~; )lie l~it~llary ·, :(ti-i't:il18.r.ia~ ', ' 
" me:l,eagr~ " p'a~ if~~~d . ,b~ttfjl(. l;n my, cP4ldh.0od,).q.n.g :befor~ I W'~s 
a6sociat.~d; l'!i 1f~" th:~sSpQ;Lety" , .a ~;laitt.o .the f:.riti+la~Y.,.field at 
StEl::nford, ElldJ4i1.1. . .,n.ear ,;Ris.eley ~as .,ap anzlual delight .. : ''The , ~armer 
and his wife had the welfare of the flowers very mU.ch ,~J hea.rt~ J ­
They kept the cattle out of the field until the ~l~n£s ' bad die~ ~ 

, ' d~n, : ,and . t~~Y13a~ . ,oIl · gu~q ,B;t"t.h,~ , .ga,.~,a duri~ . t~,e , ~lQ.we~ing sea­
son, Ch,~g;l~ v:i~ito~s ;a . pto.de~t 6d '}1. , bv:;nch~: J r,Tih~y .\<>f[i;g~,<l · a ;l1ard , 

. b~~~l~ J~i;i ~h" .'th€~ ... gip.si~s .WA.o tz:~.e~ , ~o ~\l!t"!~ttheIIL,ea.cll;f'7~r a.n,~ ~; 
strap t,lla: Jl{)we,rs f .or; :s~.+,~~ ~r.ver;y ,yeeJ,r ,¥,l n.q~er.s, 1:n c;m,e se~licn 
of thejfieJ,.q :werele~t ,to ,~:e~, s~ed ~. ; ~ , ~,ece.n9.:it :F~av,ev;i,sl.te,dtlie 
field :~uehl'e~E! :W[t~~ ''In ;.19:5?,I::.l1~.J?-!t and ~q,S : co~fto'n:,te.d <~,th, i ll 
sorry s,:l.gh:t;:. :, Tl;e~lQ~tS:' :-:im;l1ny' f~~r: ::t:l}.t:\n,· ul?u,al,were al.:lno,$t" al.,]. 

.' ~ tiE!fq~r~1,fild ." Th~sugg~~t~A, expl.~~·i;:ijqn" w,a1f :r~at: .t,~~ : ' ~uds ha~d ;~t~~ ~; 
, a ~taqk~, , 13:YlJ~pod P~g~9n,s; ; ·::'l.'lJr";sev:~:r:E7; ;yecvs " ,I heardgl,o:QfD-Y. ',' ~L~ 
repor~: fl["oC?tn, ~e~~.~~.: melllbe~~: o,n ,;lipe· }Jo.,?r. sho~ng .. ,of the, pla,~tEt:" ~ 
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In 197,O" with the Wiltsh:i.re Naturalists' Trush I visited a field 
near Cricklade, ' where, ' I:~J..ped " ~y , th: ~ tradi tional sYf!l~erit of land 
tenure, fritillariet;! grew S9 ' thickly that it·' was hafd to ' avoid 
treading on them a~d they i3'tretched ' as' far a'e;'" the ' eye ceuld ' see ~ 
~he,n or visited stanford End a "feW' days later, . t , was d~lightedto 
f:bidthat, ' 'tholfgh the fie;L~ wai:3 niuc~ , slJrall.er ' thhn ' the-- Wil t 'shire " 
OIl,e t 'the 11pwers )lkre growl.hg · 'as- th±c-kl'y and' .war.e: in ' equaily~ go·Od,· 
'con.diti9n'. .The s::rtuaii~n} s~'etrie1f .t-~ 'ine ,'to compaTequite favo,urably 
with what it had been ~fort£ Y:e,a.:.r-s' e!3:r,~~~'r. ' , This: 'spr:lng 'I found , 
,good, of n'ot' sRectacular, ~ ' ,nu.mbe-rs • . 'T-his se'etns': ,t 'o me to be, a ,n , ;:~~ : 
eiapi,p:J.e of highl,y 'successful Inana~;eifenti, (o~ ,which: :w:e ,\mus't>· be ,,' 
than:~£:ul, for the frJ., tillary is ,no~ :'lplmm fz:bm· 'not ':~ore "than th:1r­
teen looalities 'r believe', wher:e-a* : 'lf~f(h'e _i<j~(r; i 't J,was: kriowri f ,,r(;)m 
more than a hundred. . ,u,::'::' , 

I find · it " difficull.t ~ to' a,ss~s's ~the ,up66:ttfon With ::r€gard ~~to our 
very own speciality ' the summer ' sndwfiake-~ fLeucajum aesti'vuin) , or as 
it is best , known , to us, 'the Lodd on lily. ": :1:' ispreads ~with :·ease .~ <, , 

bulbs that are ' w~~hed downstrgan'l 'reS:dtiy'rb~comIrtg established" to 
< ..' ."" ' .:: _.', ... $. ... t- ., ... _ ,.4. ' ~ • • • 

. f,Q'qnd new colonies" but the green-tipped 'w~it~ J)e~ls, rather la..ke 
-" outsize snowdrops, are extrell1eiy attrac1;lvEr~ and - lia~e always been ' 

a , prey ' to mass picking both by gipsi.~~ , tb~ " s&~e : and by ' the ever:' 
increasing , numbers of ' iocai : dweller~ ~ and -irisitors; for" their' 0'Wn 
enjoymemt. ' , t , ~" ~oid by boat ' owners 'ifxat il"'f:lourishes in the - ':, 
relative safety 0'£ isla'ridson the Tha'me's," bu1:~' on' its:! na:tive Lodd-on, 
I ' find it ei1~:;j.'~e. , ' On a ' memorable ' eveiU"ili, 14th' k~y 1948', ', l-tith 
the Editor I took ,.?- 'p,a ,th southwards) f':t-om~ Ld~o&. Br-fdge to. it -mead~6w 
wh,ere th~ river was , fringed ,py a bahd . of t()d~on ~iii~e , 'se!~ral ~ 
feet wide,. Those on . the 'li9.ndward s:ide had 'b~een cut , off ,appar.:.. 
ent.J.y .,gra~ed" pU,tq,eyond t.,his waEi: a, J4.d~ :be1:~in' ~i ~~~ ~ beauty '" 
an unfQrgettable sight but the only's1.l:cn view of L:odd'on' lilies ' 
that I ha,ve ' ever' had. : T~at ,evehing 'wi'6~ ~mekno~ab1er Jfbr: 't~o ' otrre·1-" 
things,.~·he riverside V"egeta t 'ion was: -c~o';ltrEfd idthj 1;'h-e! "Bp'a.r)t;ling 
metallic ,blue ~nd . green ' of re·centiy· ~merge'd a:dlu:ts' ck th,e!: ~a~Jrlse'ifly 
A'gr'ion 'splerid,e'ns, a, sight, I J'lave :neye'r .~~een)·e-P~+~t .. ~~:, ~ ' a,rt~ , ¥.. ,:lfttle 
,later I ' ,walked alon~f Shin";field Roact n.st~n1ngt'o: .li':tgh'tirigalee;,'~ ' To 
'return to the todd'on lilies - dome ·yE!)ii."!s"-l citle'Joi w}te.n ~a party '6f ',:. 
visltfng' naturalists: J:a~e to s.a,e ' '~i:>llfec;:of "ptir: ~l>~rc1~1±:tfesw~e wer'e 
able to snow them ;j'ust' one fldw"er ~6-f the 'tocfdofi' l,1.1'y,Ca t ' Saudiord 
M;il!~.; Year,s ,later, o.rr, an e~c~ursio~n:=~,~-wi(?~cf:fei:! tli:a:~" " I ia'a .'u.r:tk'ble to 
attend, 'many Loddon lilies ·wer.EC seen.- -' A "f'ew -d'ays !-la::ter,. I ,car.e.-

. . - .... . ~ ,'. . -. t ~ -. "·yr- l ~ . • r" . ::" ~ ( .,. ; . 
fully followed the route tHat 'had 'bee~n 'taken. ,C An' entry 'that had 
been .open then was .now: clQB&d with ,bar.bed wire, building operations 

• , <"i ; . ~ ~ ~ -~'" -: _ {. .. ... '" _ _ • . , 

were in ~progreas, ' ~n ~h:e- ' ~i;.t.e: . an~ , '-r "as a:b~e ,'t 0 ' fiI,ld orilY: (two or 
three ;LciddC?'nl~l.i.e.:e 'in ,a ' d~t}:~h .• '~, ~ea~ :8~nd;~ord ~'il1 t,; ',theY: );3,ut'v:J:ved 
in some' ll,uniberS" 'Qut, in 'condi'tibus tha t' '-c:a"me 'see'med '!hardly ;to 
"qualify" ~s truly wild • H'ciwefer t r;,.a:,m :asl:iure<i' that :they: 'are still , , ' ", r - , ' , ' quite plentiful. ' - '. ,) " , '; : .' ' 

Coi-nfi~ld 'weeds 'd:eser,re- a ' sp'ec:(al' !mention.: Wha'te'verthe far­
mers' may think', " co'rnfi~id:s' -havJ ,caett :eriora1;ed badly fr'dm ',th'e; • 
naturaiis'ta t ' ::point of VffdfJt. 1Ia;dly :a w£Efed t ' Apart from :the ighowy 

; ex.p·an~es of popp't ,es, :tliey 'useid \'£ 0' "produce 'in mode'st, nUmbers 'an ,. 
assortnferit' of 'le~s ' cdnsp-:lcli'ous : but: ,reryat trac ti ve ;' :rldw~rs . . ' . . 
;Venus t ~ookilig il,a,ss( S·peC;ul.a~ia 'hybrida) can 's,till be f~tind lheore 
and there an'd tlietwo Kic16d.-a·'~ 'som~timegin 'fair numbers~' and 
Venus' 'c 6mb' 6:r shE:lpn erd' S i:\,ee:dle:' (Sc'arid'ix ) turns up very oc'casi'on­
ally, but othe'rs hav.e-'vir·tuai'lY :di6alh~eai-'ed ~ As a ohild,'! use'd to 
come :updn the ,cornbutterc'up :(Rariuncultis' arvens±ei)', with' it'ir ' 



att~~CJti;ye ~, f.ru,~ts , ~rQm tim!3 ~? t~~el ;:bu~, ; ~ :" ~ave ~~~ ~~e~ it .. , !~~ ", .+ 
som~ l-; i.':ortYYiears; though i ov,r Sec~e~a~y .founa one plant t thfs 'year. :l v 
It is ~ ~hattering to., ~o~,< tliat ' thi§ ! f3pecie~" t!tas ~ recot~~d li$ ~" aJ'uDd~t 
in rneadowp ' ~np. fieid~ " i1;1 . t4el~~tlf lb~~i Fiora :publia!ied'!~n ~~-: 
In the Sc;i.m~,~ bQpk ' ; i~it',~pur ·.( DelPllin!um',' ajaeis) , '\tihic'h" i ~afe :' ~e~ 
f6und,is ' recprde,d f.;rpm.,. c,prnfie:!-dB',. n'-eEiJ:. Str~~tley .and' ~orn'~clS6UffH: 
(Agro$.t~mma~, AA,thago f a~d c'orIlf:q;w.er( C~b.taurea" cyarlliBr 'flobmJ' c~ .. :r 
fiel.~ , unspecl;f1e'q. , I " sa~ ' '!Dy ' oilly ' ~ot'n ' c'bekle. 'iri ' 1926 'ant$:-_[ l ha~ j 
never" f3e'e~ , a cornfl;ower in '~!i 'Eng~isli cornfield. -··:',: .J .' ~ ,i"l 

. .. ...... ~ . .! ' - ~ . . ~: . ~. .~J" .. i -~ . ~ ; . 

" " ,.c;wsiip.6 h~V~ ~et"r~~t-ed ' ,l1efo'r~-' the 'piiOugh, but" ]!- do' I1b1f ' ~hi'Hk· 
that' the decrea.-e~ : inthe l.ast :fiftf yearS ' has' oeen' nearly; so : ' i"apiCi~ 
as in. 'the lateyears .'o'f . last )cerittl%"y. When" ! ' wasE1: ;, '6hj:ld" &n ' ',: '. J 
Shinfield; I < he'~rd ta1.'es 'front fd-e'a:l ,pecple: 6fcoweli:pe "growing. irF 
profusion in the meadows near the ~od!dcin 'When the-y 'were! 'bots, ;:but .. 
I certainJ,.y ,neyer ~aw a g.owslj"p in that .ar.ea, though they were 
plenti~~1. at ,. Gr~~eley ontfl.e.. ' ra.:ilwa~ , biirik ... '- In gener~l, they . have 
now bee ozp.e' fl .. ow~'rs , 6fchaikdownland . almost >exciusivel;r, . 'and . are ' ' 
seldom ,'re~liy pJ,.entifu~ •. ): ,clonot k~ow wheth~rto'aseribe ' the1r ":': 
disappearance :! from ,: the va,1leya to :' the making · of i eowslfp :wihe or -ot 
cowslip '~alls~ , b6~h, ho~r±fying , pra~tice~, or~ to Boibe ,more ;riaiiurlil. · 
cause. ' ,. Tb~y are ' c~rta±nly ' t~rea1;eb~d )?Y' comm:ereial ~ exploita.t16n·, : 

1 •• -, ' ·,, 1 • • ,'; : . " ' ', . " ': . .. " 

. ", ,' P~i~7;'9Bea . ar~· " th~ silbjecitcf . O~e of our , saddest , at·ori'es. ' 
They used ' to,' b;e, so'·piep·iifui . irt o \It', "w'06c:lS; :cop'sesc and hed'gebattke 

!~~f i ~ri;:'~:~~fm;~~:~ti!:t:a te~~ ' . :~,~;~':·~~!~~i ~~a~!~h~~t!:!:~~'~~~i~~ 
w~thou( s'~y"~X'al ' Yisi~s .to ' a ,PTitnr.9s·e, WOod 'tarould ,have : been:c untltll.nk-i;. 
able. and our c:htltchee ,,!/ere 'l?-.vlsl?-'lY Cie·Cbrg,te'd." idth' them ~orl ~a:stett 
but : Buch,· plel3.Bur'e1=l ,eimnot be 66mmonplace' ~h')ieadlng': chilLaren' ; " .: 
tp-day'.". Q\1~t~, fi' lo~g d'ri~~i~: n~~:~~~ax-y \6/r~~~ t~~mto earth: 8:1id' 
then you have to know, your spots ~ ' . The caUEfe's of -the decline are ' 
numerous. ' Uprooting by ~ip~iesfor ~~fe arid by gr'eedy gardEihere ''­
is blamed, but I doubt whether' this i 's the chie{cause'~ Hed.geroW~ 
banks ,hav~; . f~,l,le.p vic;ti,ms to praeriefarming. Many woods have been 
cl~~r~q~ "q~,'l:lh~~qir~:g'. Whe:zl ,B9Jttdm qop~e ~at: A':rbo:rffe~Uf 'Wasb~l;L­
do"i~(f~':t ; i?-r~x1;'.stei?-c.et c' w.i th 'i t~ we,~t' carpets 'of- p~Jmro6,es tyi<Ofits 
anc~ , a ,:fe.'ir' )l~b~f 'of: ~e:~,rly ' p'urple '·o~.C~:td~. ·t ,arger, 'woods, "wiiere' :.o'ne 
was; --6~cewel'c'o~e; tQ, wahd~r freely ', were first ericlosE'!~~ wit:hba~bed 
wire a:~, ,i( be:came:: ne~es~sary to :preserv,ea p,nea sarit, ~r:op ·ff the' :Iand 
was:to ~ke ' its nece's"sS:ry 'c:orit1"fbutiori' "to: the rev-entie \o'f 'an ' {e:st~a:t:e, 

. ' . . • • -, . .. . " , .' . i- ~. 0'4 . • r .. , :. . . " ' .' . - . , " ; - " .. _ '" " :- J. 

and ~theD.:t : a,s cle.~ran~.ean;d · rna~ageme'nt· were negl'ec-te:d ,, ~wl.ngtothe 
'1'!:.i.gl( 'co;Bt ,~~ . l.abqur, 'thet ' ge:~ei'alli ' berc;~mEi too o'verl!jrdwnf a'nd ,darJt 
to' support 'a varied' gro.uridfl'o'ra. : · )MI"s. '~rembath has" <::arried 'out:" a 
noble ,reScue" bpera,'tiori fon' thera:1Llway hank' lit f:Pa.ngboul'tte ' s'tati&fji 
whe,re 'a; o~~'& ,,1:5e ,a,u~i,:rul' shoWl ot 1;>i'1riiI"ose-s had disap~ear,edcorriplert:ely 
undeI'",o!l: ~~l:'p~~',6f ,e:nctoaching ,lvy • She sought a#d 'obbii.ried' p'er ... ' ' 
missiq)l to~ c'l~ar the ivy a'rid sh'~ 'arid ~'all th:'e ather··cusers' ~ofthe c .~ 
stat1Qn 'iiere ,.re'warded this ;sp~ingw:i:th ,"a 'show of prim:twoses Ei.s : ", ,:. j 
be,au;t,i:f~i'a:s ~t :had~ve'rb;ee'n ~in "pa'eft, years. Early 'purpleorcih:J:-ds, 
\<ih1Cih L6ri~ ~: ,$f'iiw i:ntri.~lli :C'OP.,B a's". h~veb~,o 6me 'much le a a, 'W£dEfspfeclJd l 
thou-gh 'the'I'Erl,s .one "Wood "only just' outs'id'e the borough b'o'Unda'l'j, :, 
whe're' Orc,h;td niascula -grow~in ''VeJh, targe numoers. ' . ': :' .L ;:: ; l i: 

' .. : ~ - . , ; . ~./ J . ... -. V :l...!: 

, - :1r';ne ' lo'cal pi'a~t 'o'fwhich We, :1/iere p~oudeat; 'fill the early JI9ltO~B 
Jas-':t'l}:e monkey orchid (Orchi.s ':s,:1.lriia')'of wh:fch we "'!hadtHe;:;6n1y:t j 1: 
knowll, ~ite, :'i:n · the: ~i tfsh 'Iale's . ' I -r~call " berrig ' t·aken ; tb ~:Se8'.~:H.:l 
for thefi-rst time'e;n a b'eau.ti:ful May!':'afte'i'rioo'n ' l4hen :r :r:i;a·t :wi.tJi~a 
few meIllb'ers'o'f' ' the D!Scus'efidn Grcjup "ion' a :grasay 'stope [~rl;oolHnt 

.,.' '. , ~ , , . ." " " ... . . f . :.. t :1:1 3 
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theTh~me6 , witij the b~au'!;~ful ,li~tle ~lowerB beside us) among ' ths ,' 
Qtt4-er chaIk 'riora and blue butter-files flittHig ' tii.ll 'around : ', The 
pla:~ts 'were not , numerQu(i th~~ , , pethape'" there -were ' a dozen ; ' but -.' " 
t~~y iO,cked happy and ' saf~" onth;s ~ site where ,they had long been 
un~isturbe,q, anif we hei(l 'n-o":' :r~ai--&': f or them:. ' Our" ~ onsterna tion " was ·, 
gr,e:~~ t ) t~~,i-efp,~~ " , wl:e,n ;.thEl,,~:ite'(,g~~-e~,;inder- the _ough:Jn 1949.," , A' 
plant f'lowe,rtn~g::'oii , tin ~IJt-uriie.tr ~Qd'.' :W~s.: sent' to Ke", put I think ' 
failed to survive .'" O'ne ' re~p:pe~ed" und~'rt1ie , hedge ih '196bl ' but 
although the slope 'ret urned to "gr ass after a ' long interval,' the ' 
or.c,;hids·,,~ave Ilot' ,reap~eared on, i~J,. ": A sma,l1.,:a,nq, struggling colony 
h~~ :aiPPe:ar~d, oJt, ~" neax-~y; ~).ope , ~~t: :ci,ft.~~ 'it 'c ~n:sis'ts ' <?X, nomore 
than a .flew jStu}lte~pla,nys ~nd .~c}p;,e:&..s ;,to the :s1te has h,ad to, .be. : 
stQPpedc , lestd~lrJa.,.g:9 . be done,. F'qrtu~at"ely, three sites are nO,w " " , 
knqwn ~in other 'parts of, !Jn~l;in:d, ~ ': 'U '! ' " , I ' " 

'. " -;. ,. ." .. ~" . -.-' r~r ;:-,~ ':~." . _, 0" _ •• _ ~ ~ . " • 

• ' ° On ,~~e f ~t~er ° ha~d, S~~:~nt,h.~~~" 1n~.t' ~charlIiing a~d " s6ni~hoW , 
fascp .. n a,t ,+ng, ,'albeJ.~' t' , lr~conspl:cuo-q.e.~ J:,1tt+.e 9rchid ,known:as the "" i 

aU~l.lmn J.adyf E$ " tre~s~s ,.seems to ' 4a~e sboWn ' C?-QIlsiaerable ga:ins. 
F() r': longj:enO~~~h ~li ,I knew 'of ; t l;og~l:ty: ,,~as , the ~ant~lising , 
iJ?,fGlPI??-tipl;l ' ~h~t it US~d '" t ? ' g;~o~ ~~ S~~~i4~~, 3~ilt', but , ~l:thoU~h 
HardwJ.ck , was,.rJ.chly, rewardJ.ng wit}} .. a variet;y of chalk flora, I ' 
never ' s~w lady' ~ tresses 'th'ere or'" he'A~a ~t ' a~;'-;:'he who still did. 
I got tO i- know this plant locally in t be; mj.£l ~950's when, following 
a °1.()ng , dry' sea,eon dJlri~g which lj,. ttJ,. ~ ; ~~~iiig ' ~~s ' don'a; 'i t,<ap~eare~ 
on ;vario"-~ ' lawns, notablY-Dr. ' E,ates:~ .l. l'a~:" ~t . J)eppard wbere it , " 
~ti.:Ll" floll,rl~~~.s~. ' It' a~s,o , 'a pp7are,d ~, a t ,';L! :i~h~~~~ ra~! " an'~ ~'-n '- ~ 961'; 
,1;~ ,~p;p~p.red on.a .l8:w~ a~ Yat.~e?,don t,:~n<t J.~;: hi~~r$r.~w~ .9,~;; P; . ,' ,:.: 
Wat sonls lawn, at , Cleeve ~, ,, I.n 19,69" J..t , wa,s founa 'by 'El ttrember grow-
ing plent.1! ullY ,op 'Turville" Hill '''whe,re~ a J~'ri~r '~~~t 'ol-~ me~?_~rs ' 
s~~:: i~~, (m on,e of the , SocietY',~ : 'e~ .. cur~iop;s:, :th 1·911. · .. ~I.P~'~970t:"it " 
was~ found, Sit Ashley H~ll;, ,so whet~_~r through re~,~ ipbr'Efase .. or more 
thorollgh ,searching we , ar.e c,ert'a.inly p(:l,tter plea~ted to ' see 'this ' 
p:J.antth~l.n ,we were, a: genera tiQn: ~go ~:' - _ " _ ' ~ ' ' ,' i - .' ' v " ' 

. '. • - . .", • . • • I •. 

' .. ". ~ . . "' :' ''' . ~. " ": ~ " .~-,: . -: ' _ . "~ ... '''':~ ·t ...... ;: ~ :" ,'/". " 
, , ;,~~, e: rever~e , ~B ,true, unJortunf1l ely., 9t. t.hE}' i.&_rGe~-~~~ped ,;, : ',' 

-~~cClhJ:q,. , -In my~hJ.ldho()d, I ~p f,t~n ~,~un~ lI;1ea~q~~ ,~i:-.'P Orch~s 'm'orio 
,. fl.ower;tng in qUJ.te ,.large nun(b.~s tQg.~ther, J(]~,tli p,!r ple clo:v~r and 
: C)~Plp;on , ~:etc~, , w~'i,c?, ~'ook up ,the ' "sam'e' ',-c:ot ;o:w::tng" , i r w~~h. )foW~liPS 

, :":'l[th whJ.ch 1.t ~contrasted to <~a.~~ , a re,a1.1y }.:,e$~~, show.- ' No~ i.t is : 
' ~<1Pi~:ly : ~een, Ytpugh qfte~ ,~t~"e }~~,~l,:tf1~ ' ~-e~a<ih~,_::,!lndit seemed.to , 
t.o1.;er~te ar , :a1r:1.~ ~iqe, d~Y,~F~i,t.Y:1 .. 0t: " c.?pdTt.io~, . " ;r,tused ~obe ,',' 
9:~itepleI].:t.l.f,ul ,J,n th.E!, ~p~~me,B:.q?w.!i : pesJ.~e.; tth~< Papg at B.~.adfield, 
aI!4s I , ~ade! ,many, ~ aP,lea~~nt ,~,v:c~pi~~ 'lt z:iJ) . t?, ' sl~ e 'i"t, '1g:r:'owi~g ' in' num';' 
q~p~: w~,th ,the cowsl·ips~n, tpe; r~l:~ay ,~u~<tin,g , :~t ,G~Az~l.e;r. ', The, 

, :'b~n.~is . stiJ;l " ther~, but, t:h~. ~ass ~s r.,ar;1Jt a,n,~ ;l()pg ~ , probably " 
t~roughl~c~ of " ~abbitE;l" , an,d,}oz: .. v.--.e.ry , ~aIij :iear:s :' t.he:r,e :h~sb~:~n' l)o 
s1gn .of the, or.chJ.d:s. One , s-t~ll, finds the odd few flowers from " 
time :,to time 'but l , iast ,saw " c:o~~ide;.able numbeI's atMcirlo~ ' b 6~on 

., il! .+.,964,! ,; Al thQugh , we' , w~re g~:(~'ty ,Cif "pic,king these flowers, for, ,-" 
qecor,a;~,~o:q., bef,ore we real;,sed ,' the, ~ar~ 't 'hit th,ifj , dq,es; n:~v~ert'l1'-~le'ss 
:t ,dquht:, :wh:et,he.r ,we were sole+¥ ';~:sponsible 'for theqecline,. , r; ' 
incline to a theory: ~h~t, the., f1a1.~, ~nthe" ,horse p.opulatioll ,'maybe ' 
involved, as the me'adows where- the orchids , wer-e- p-lenti'ful were 
,of,t ;en gra~e,d b;1 horses. , Howev:e..r;t ,~he, "railway ' balfk was. not, though 
it lay' just, bel-qw ~ fi,eId where there, wer,e ,always horses., Orchie, 
mo~iQBti~l u$rows ' a'n.: ~ I?r~ Eal~.s ~i~wh ~w1i'~ the :Spiranthes' .. and ,it , : 
mus,t .:b.e "m¥y years since ,horses, grazed that grass, "although it is 
a .tameq ,f:i,.eid. , Is ,it once: m~re , £~e c19se, c,~OPping t her e ,r iepre-
sented by mowing, that is wanted? , . . , -
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The lizard orehid (~im~ntoglo'ssuriiiid}ciil.uiri) :'temafns a legend 
as far as I am concerned. TheJi.e".1ias Tbeen <l:one record of it in my 
time I believe, but I did not manage to see it and indeed have 
still nev7r , se~n it growing anywhere • 

.... -" . . "':' . i . . . ~ ~.:. . ,.) r 

, " Thew~ter violet (Hottonia pal:Ustris); a relative of the ! ' ," 

Pl4fmulasiri. Bp! te of ' its ' misleading English :' name; : is a dovely :' arid 
exciting:' piail.t . ,! . first , saw it at 'Great)i,~a ,Comm6n near :,Graz'eley 
in"'the ' earij 19401"8 and' wa8 ~ thrilled :, lfith, 1t~ :' Over , the-;'years:. I f 
visited it several t 'lmes," andalthcittgh,; one would ,have ' wished that 
theei t 'e were '. 'mor&,r elivOliry.~ ,:A;J.l.~ : ~.~,~J,l~y~ , :~J::.:.t!l'.~pl'ant 9:v·ercame:; its, " 
su:b·:oundings. ' In 1957. ' th~ : :pohd-: "'tI.'S '{' 8il.t.in'k ·:-up ~d .we f',eared ' the. 
flo~.er-" ~as ~ doomed t but', in !l970an enormous- i'llcree.se in the-',c.oltiny:, · 
waeJ'r~ported. ' Th€ , pOndhA:s" i!lu:riY:1:Ve'l;1 the:c~msthi.~tiono-fan, access , 
road"" t ;ci'thir'»4 Motontay 'within afew: 1ardEiof >i.t ;: and , thie yeai.- , all' 
was well. A site near the Wokingham Road was less for.t-una te ' arid; ~ , 
has disappeared under a new roundabout. The plant has also been 
recorded ' from" n:i:iaI' · Cleeve ' and :1:n' 'str~ame 'n'ear<the Thames ', and ' in 
19601 saw 'it 'at WalthaM'St .La~l-e,nce ;. ,; Id do :nOt know,:;how; it has 
fa'~d" Elt- theses1i:eef.< ; ',' ' )' , ' I,,' , I - ",: 'C': ' ' ', ' I i: , :: . 

. . . " ~ , :. ' :' . ,', .. ~ " ', ' , ~. : .' ,. . ... 
. .. I , think' ' dnth-ecr~di't side , ,', Oxford ragWort, d'eserv:esl: a.:'menU.oni. 

It 1./5 : ribt ' a.:~a~t,1ng~i,!S1l~d, pl!'l-:pt, bUt' C61't-ainly: do:es,' irdt-f' des~rv,e ' 
its: 'unkind ' spec!l..f1c ap1 that ' "of' -squa-lli.dus.; :: !!1111fa~t:- ::a"t--! :tisy :neat , 'and ' 
tidy in its 'g~bwth 'a.nd" inalt:environment .. .±ncreasingl.T: deq:,r!l.v:edof : 
natural~ cb1dur', ' 1t sprea:dssheets .of~ go'l:d over. 'rai'lway::;efidtLnigsl-and 
waste ground<fh ;,tbw.ns , '.for :more tha.rf half', the, 11:'8111"'.' ~' <3.O: ,not; know> '; 

, :when'i t ' beg8.h Ltota.ke possession :l.n~ Reading:.',' :Where 'was C\ 'rae-ord: 
otit as occurr..1lng: iton a ,railway .bank"" =iJi: 1.900:, ,-Out ':it 'ra,te.,d. far:. a. 

::note 'all:'· t'b it:self: :l:nJto. ,l of : th-e 'RaRing :Nllt.uraJJlstt linl'949 t : so ' 
was 'ev,idently st~lr ,;riewsworthy', t:lnm. ';' } -, ' ~" ," ~- " ' ;, ' ' " ' 

. ~ ;:-". !'; .. ~ . '/.' .~ ..• ' " .: ., ;.. ~ : ' : . ~ : ... ... . r r· .. . '. i ... 

Perha.;pS" th!emost sat.iJdSf'acto'ry;: reb"O-r'd 'lis; :thaft -of the blue- ':: '~', 
b'ells.; , Sb 'far ~7 ':Out" ·blue bel'ls ''aizoe. mbS:tU!~ ctcJO:, fa:t<fc(t'omc'e:ntres: of > 

populattoli': a.n'dmas:s 'r.ecreatidh' t-.o s 'uaeum1:t.1to . tramp'l±ng - ' ; inuch'~thei'r 
worst eriemy ~ ' and they 'thr1,f& , on', :f.el'l"1tlg. " :ID'holfgh iaome woods' :wh~-re" 
thei f<'>i'me;lY:, :f.'l:Q\1~$1;i:~~t Become7,;:ti'ool dark arid ',Qv:ergrown for ·them ':to, 
f16w~1' (in>any: i numb~31:·s~ ': thiS ~1i~~ _'=-~1:!f~!\}l :~~~4!l}.f[. 'be:en" 'compeIi~at:edl ; f(jr 
each\': ,y,e~:X-' :'byiJ:l;t~as where' 'clear-:l'hg arid: :fell3Jng ii~v;e[ allowe'd a : , ,:: ,,:~ 
dlmse' blue <'car:pe·t ' t'o ,de'V~lo1>;tan'(k,the:re ~isi sti;]':l rnq;~;d:iif·ficuitYi~ . :-; 

, .. fin9[~Jiig:. .. tlt,~~_e " W'pnd:er:rU1 ' splaJs'lte'B\ o"f i.c'OlQtU"' .. : muchf ' th,e :mostspec t...i 
acular sight: I I t 'hink ; that- 'the fcoun4lrys:td!i 'of s ou,th ... eaSt '.EngJ.tarid " " 
hcif{ 't;'b ' off'el' ',to';.;.da:y ; : ~ ,I ,: ," 

... :: .. :.1 

That concludes my look at the natural scene around Readiirig: as-
1. have known it and seen it change over the past thirty years. It 

:is ,just a.::sUr'V-eyt and I ,I GO "'riot , aspire to: ·dr.aw .any' but :the l'most': 
obv,io\1~fc:onc:Cusio'lls>fr(jin?:~it .. :· W'e( hcr-v:e:' ,l.-of5't a. iot '.S<!)Doo ~, to'rmS of -­
natural life 38!<!.._~e:tr'ha:bitats ~have' su':ffer~u:' mo':t"'e;' than;: o.therst- '.but 
if we have found here and there a slight :corripen~t:ion",i()r : a 'crumb 'Or 
conso:l~tiQp. .. , j.~ . E:rv.,e.rythtl.~$, /" ev:~ryWh~re~. is rio:t, .q~it~ .. ~'-,J~';./.:\?: : 
blac~ ,a:B 'tfe': ',;t?r_8phet~:, :,?{ g~o.o'm 'i-(~iM;4have' us beli.'+ve\:.'ye't ~ 'that: 'ia'.' · 
certainly no cause for the least suspicion of complacency but ' " 
rather a source of inspirat1.{)il· ,giv.i.;ng/ us ~the cou~~g:~~'J::~::. ~~:d9_1!~~~ :'.:~ 
our efforts to strive in-:everyway ill. .: our PR~,ert:o~ ,a~y~: wh~;t : , . . ::; 
s till remains to us be f b're": 'i t is toO: la t e • ~:~T'i.~e-':·::~ii '·rUnn:l:ng , out. >=;~.: . 

. ; .\ 

, . .. 
I.' .:.... r~-: .~. ' ; ~ .' .,' :.' 
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Memoll.ies of Kingsmere _and. Heath Pqol 
: ;t' ·· , .. }:~ : ,~i'..:&L · ~f.~ Bu tle; ~: : ' '. "., " ~ "':' ,,' 

.. ,~, " :' ~ : f 

As one of the , older members of ihe Readi~g ~nd- Dist~{~t 
NaturaL'History ;Soeiety r: run'~ygrY . ple~se!;l . to " of~e:r ' <\l- small con­
triblltj;Qn ;'c.i5ncernip.g H.eath'.,pofi~-aziQ Kr~gsniere :Lake n~ar Welli~gto~ . 
C ol;leg.e, : Berks:. ' .. I ha\re ': kaowntbese t",o .: a;re~f! '" ~inc e rp.y \ chilCl.llO·od~: : ,~, 
for ': one':'of .. Iriy;' very':,earli~st , ;recolle~tieIl§ .. 1s: of my:·. o;lp.er · broth~rs . . ' 
bathing. i~ Heath, Po:ol-:' iil 19l1;~h;tl:Bt 1113' f~ther::t ~ . keen., bOfanis~t .·~ 
was~· ·iil.trodueingme to Dros~era·,. Tpt1!pd~{.el;ia':Ll. .•. ' (Sunaew), ., g:r;owi.ng by . 
the,: lakesideand ;undoubt·edly ,: my,~.fi.r5~ bo~~Jdpa~.o bserv?-tion. ,T}ds 
plal'lt.i. may'· b-eseen· today.~ arDund , the;! 1!l8!~~inSL of:- tIea;l;h Pool, wl;li.y1} i~ r 
still~ used as aba.thing ; :pia:e,e~ by" infl'\1JJler,~ba.e' · small . bOYf:! ap,c;l . g~rls 
and . where ' the ; ~elllains :-af .the '<iivi:ng · ho~di U&e<l· ,PY my J:i:r;ot,hers ' c,an 

. ".'. 

sti1.:l'· be ~ Be:elI~ "'~ :.' ,} 
1' " _ ... 
1 • _,~ .. .. ; ' . . . '. '. ,' 

: Kj,ngsmere recalls : e.arl;.Y:.·'mem:ori.-eaa:t: a. ·dif:r,er~n,'t. kin() .~ . of; '; , 
learning: to skate·. ' It w.as :~ no,t :unt;:l -.lbecallle ;:,tl1e ' Reco,rder fO t ,~_. 
Botany for the Society from 1936 until 1963 th..~t_ J: gqt, t9 know .it . 
botanically. In my botanicall report for the year 1949 I recorded: 
!·Th{e~ most : interesting find Off the y,ear~ 'W'\f?t t)l,p di~vcovery , 1:>Y" Mrs. 
A. M,.', 'S:bnmontls' (now M,rB:. :. Sandel:s). o!··,Il.!le(t~J'lUIl' Jfe~pillatum L. :' n 

(Whor1ed,:Knutwaed')- groW'ing "ort Jthe ' mal"'gin: .ot, .K~-Jlg~~~~.e :, Lake. l?r~()~' 
to 1891;. th;is plant,' was; :onlyt,r:e:Corde,d': fr.om C;"ornwalt.-J,.;; . " D~von and; the, 
Channel--IBfrandsl- !i:nGreat Britain .. .. Th.er-e:fore.J 'j.~ "4ri.s1c.Qye.ry ini;hat 
year' '(1891), as r,acor~ed 'by- G'~ ~ 0 ... ,DlrllC.e in.: l1i~~,189;7 :~lorao:f :" ., ' .. 
Berkshi:r.e, growi:n'g .:c5n the, 'damp ' sandy JDa-.;gj.n o( ~:~ ::poQ"l ,~ar We·ll;i.ng,ton 
Collle:ge , .was 'o'! '.·singul:al" :l:nteTest. '::: ,D~c:~, in, ·bis. ;~.il.9..,~~-qpple~e:nt , 
to hi.EFFlora,. :irecords it liga'±n., peai'r,.'- KingBJI!.er~ .-~ELW-j,t;p ,~ef ;~ugg.eElt­
ion that it haa~'-sprea:a ; :from"'''"ilfe ,pr;f;gin-aJ.: 1Qc~~it'$.1W.. o~h.er. pl,aces · 
near Wellington College, or that it had been previously overlooked. 
It is encouraging to: kno'W :t :hat -.d~~ng,; fd.,~· :oq;d: y:~~~ t.,ha,E:j 
unC'ommon lit~tle ',plant is ,sti[B. , hol;cU.-n~ .. :ltsQ~." : , -I'~ ~E3J..s · ~·een.ag?>;in 

"inL95Q·:whe-n a-ndther. vi6'i t 'waa.:made! Q.Y' .i.®m~ :otp~~ ;i!1.el!per~ ,of ."the 
So;ciety. and myself! t:o .the ,part1:ally: d~~:q,p ,,~~J} q,f· th.e~a.ke on, .. ' 

. l.6th',' July·. The ';gr.:ound .. flora: cO.lls:i;ist-e1i -pf ' J:,1,t~l.~:l~ g~WP::t'~ L •.. ' 
'4\.ehers; (Shoreweed,),; H;r:dr.dcot;yJ. :vulgaJ."~ rlt~dj{ '1~~..al;Ff,£e.nnywort.) 'l~aAd: " 
Juncus .bulboSliS: L .... f~Heath .. Rushh · '~~,~atcAe~ ' Q~f:" ~~<f~ inteI;,media 
H~;yi..ne, (I:..ang. ... l ·eaverl :S.tin:dew},o,f;,~ch~ ~a rb;.rj;ght· col'Ou!r as :.tobe vis-.· 
iQ1-e: :at. ' somedi:s;tancea~aYJ, ~:and ":a flIIIAl>lo .~Ul!,t- ·Jof .1). rotundifq..lift ;L. 
werea.1:so, ·;found.,' '. ,In ·earlie~~ ;:y.~~:a. ~.ing~@e . :;uee.d ; t-:() :dr.y: U;p. o.n . ,;,-" , 
many occasions but apparently has not done so recentl(Y <I f , Possibly, 
damage which had been caused to the 'hard pant has new, sealed 
i ,tself. 'i": ' ', ' ~; ':> ' .~ " .~,:: .... . " . ";.,1<) , · ." 

During, : the ,.ehs:~ng: ,y-'earsc' I'd:l'a;~e' mad~ . ire'l{ dbservat;;.ops. a ft Heath 
Poo:l ol'K:lingsmel"e .Lake.. Ho)(ever-,'( ilk the' J. 968 Flo,ra : of: ' B~r.kshire 

. :<..nr., g,. )·J'.M,.' : Bow.en) · the:-~a>te-st, .. ;r,ecor:d.ings·, fo~Drosera' ,a.nd ; " 
:I.lle:c,e·brum ".are, as f.olil"owft: : .. , . . . . , 

, Dr~:se~t~1·lotunaifd1.i:a . '. ;" Tr~anil~:'Pbh:d), -Firid:1iamp~tead:· i].962. ,, (.rI · 
. : ; ' " :" . , .... i.' , . :·' )~~n;e.,j~ :tha:tthis is' Hekth ·P'oo·l~.>' 

~~, "> .L :.' _" :;, ~~ -_ ::~ ;r\;: .-: ... . " . 

Drosera ' interme,di~ '. " Kingsme-r..'9J c1950~ ' -.~ 

Illegeb~tini: vertic:iliat.iult' ··· aeath :iake f .196I' •. " . 
• - - _ - l.. . 1 ·.u .. " .,. ~. :.-. ' ~ . . _ ,,;'. . . ... 

" " . :. 

Fortunately, Heath Pool is now owned by the National Trust 
and will be conserved for future generations of naturalists. Some 

I 



concern, however, is felt about the future of Kingsmere, w~e~~ ~ 
addi tion to the botaIrllcal :r ,ecord:s, ' JIlany uncommo,n, ine"~-a, have been 
found. The very local water beetle~ Ilybius aenesc'~n~ >thompson and 
I. ' guttige~'GY"llenha'1have, Cb,e'en ',fQ.llnq Jip. ,:Kd.~gsmer~ ,~;n ,~r~a:t ' :rt~~,7.~B 

,wh'ilS't- Heath .:'pool ',cin1y "prov.ides o',~c~sional ,)rfil,co~~S. : >~,. ; , c: f ,"1: ' 

" .,~- . " ~ : ... . :: " ~·. ' · l .. ' ; '~.' .•.•.. _ , •. } 1 ... . ". ~ . _ ~ • ," 

f " ;' AgabUs vaff:i.nis ' p~ykuli '~ie . :' :t;Qu~d ;: b.oth).~- :Kir18s~~li~ ; ~~d :':Il~~i~ }: 
PoolWh£lst the Water ! Spiderl{ ~;ArgyJ;pl1eta " agUfitic?,. : L. ,, ~e touni!r~ iil'~ J 
fair numbers in both. hab~ t~ts. ' 7 , 't . ,' : v ' : - ; ; , ', ' 'c' ,/::: 

These observations suggest that, from a conservati0!1, ;l?oi~t ; .ot 
view, the permanent acquis~ tJ, o,n. , 0,1 , lI!'3a t~ P09l will", nOj;" ~ake up for 
the possible loss of Kingsmere': 'J ', '. , ,: ":, , , ~, "\ I,:' '':, 

Albinism,(in fl'og~ ; -' tRaRa tempor~ria :~ L~ ~ 

bree,d~ng, from , single recessi ves 
.. I ' . 1 # ' : " .~r :.. .. ,..:. ':. , ." '.' 

: ~y .! A; :· Prlo.e" 

, ' ,' " In i~9?b, :: ~h~l ~a:.ti:fig p'fca.:' l968 ,: !f'~!Dal:e:: dottbl:e; ~' r'eceBE3i~ :: for- ;: ' 
albinism··tcc) ~ 'wi thi'ri)6'8 ; ~l~ ' No' lbL produced~' male:' aild'f-emale :; ' p:ti~ 

" Ple,nted if~,og~. , wh~c}l , ~er~ .. expectedt~ b~ ,single recessives (Cc) for 
-. a.lbinism~ Th~" l1i~d:Eisl 1>ro\ied 'the'msei:vef{ to ;00 'Cc 'wheIi' twbba.ek 

crosses were made in 1972 (Price 1973). Trrese; baek " di'hsiB~s'<ptb;;.£: ' 
dueed 50";6 pink tadpoles and 50% which pigmented as they developed'. 
In the spring of 1973, four successful crosses, usj;ngj ':'thi'&L :19'YO :-~'':' 
s~ll:gl~ "l;r~s:¥~,i,~e ,ma_:tes!i~_d, , femal~st ,were , c.arried out. A bz:.iefly 

, ~ela t:4et6~i: tijat " a~:t.:~~~;~~e : !~e~s~"Yr~ ~ . f'~ii~le frogs,.!would :lay white 
s·p,a;~p. ~as jiispro'v,ecr ~<l,13: tjf~d:r''t;he-''-.:r-e'fnall~ts ~~a:fd'whiTt:e' 8:p~wh ' w~iist 
tli,( d~h;~~ :t~:o ~a:td;. ?ie:,ek::~p'aWIi;:': ; '; ;) ,~ ' :) ;, .. ~ c: ~/, ::~ : ' ~:,' , ,~ ::',': "I :::,~. " r, .; ,ye; :, 

;' ; ': ~ ' , ~ 'A:±lfoti~) ' :knaii~ge: '~:OdU'C'~({ ',&Ppr~oX!nfat~elf ~25%'p'i~~ ;~~dPbl~" ." i 
,p,r,ovingt,hai! "~ali6'f1~-fie I ' p'~ogeni '6;£1 t'he :'1;;16 ma'ting~ ; ,'ni#riti'oned . , :~, , : 
above., ,~e!:t'~\ ~:tngi~ -'I.'~'ce;els:i:vee' :':rdi- ' anhn±sni ~ " ;'~:: :' ~C. ; 

". '. ," ... !: ",!'< t ; ",1' ! :. : . ..::." .~ ... :: ." " , ;. " : ;. ! . :-- .. , -:; ~! : . , J '. -:: ,L '-, ~~ J .:..:. i .' .¥' 

The details of the four matings are given below. 

, S' Spawn •. ~ :-.I:: j:~': " .: . ': ~[ . .!. ' .>-: :'-'~ ~ j !:<r ': .l :',!. .;-,' ;-: :,- :i! , j :' ~: : :- ~.~ j ',,' : - . ~ 
1970 Cc female No 8 Xl970 Cc male No 2 

Thi6 "rnat:fri.g " re'sult~jd; in ';125 rill. '\;±- ~biack : 'sp'a:wn(991Pbf'rwht:ch ·was 
f-ertUe., ,'!;being Jla1d on :2Qt~ ;:Ma-~cQ: , l-9'l3. ! TQe : .. ~a~po!~ ~punt :g~!~ !' 
3~2' pigJB&Jtt:eq : ,tadpol.~$ ~~nQ; ·lQa <,p1;8~~n ~~d : ta.clpo~~s , t<fh:J.9;h. :p;~gr~~~­
i vel;)f, ;l.08t , jth~i~, I!1e.lanin :_B;nq ' ::1:>~cam~, ;c ~~plet;e~yp~~~~ ,:tT;~~ 'iI2~SY~ 
wasthe:r ·efare " Z5~'7% . c:_~ Jt,agpole:~ " Wl)iQ:tl ;" ,pI'o~,es . t~~~ 1. b9:fh, ~~ ~~~ '1 

frogs were single recesliivee :t'ar " a.J.b:tn~sm. ,:,;, ': " : ~ :~ " : ', . -(\'{?i 



- 22 -

'V'Spawn. 

, 1910<cc' female No 5 x . 1970 Cc maTe 
'; : .. 

Thi:s c't'ossresul ted~ ~n 175 ml • . of'fe.rtile ' blackspawn being laid , 
on 16th Mar'ch 1973. ' A ' count of "the tadpoles which hatched ,gave "US 

. approximately 2:5% pigmented tadpoles which were losing their 
" mef~nin, a~dbedoming 'pink. High'mor.tali.ty lIlade , an a ,ccurate count 

impossible but . the ~' results, at.r.Qfigly ,~suggest ,tha:t both of these 
frogs were also single recessivefor , albinism. ~ 

. . tT' ,' Spawn: 

1970 C'c female X 1970 C'c, ma:te-. ' , , 

This cross resulted in 80 ml. of fertile white spawn, containing 
two black eggs, being laid on 20th March 1973. The developing 
tadpoles were counted and 390 of them pigmented as they developed 

'whilst 140 remained completely pink. This represents a percentage 
of 26 double recessive tadpoles • . The two black eggs hatched into 
pigmented tadpoles, which lost the-il~' melaliin as they developed and 
became pink. This mating proves that both of the above frogs are 
single recessive for albinism. 

'X' Spawn. 

On 20th March 1973 this mating resulte:a ' i~ ' 80 ' m1~ fertile white 
spawn being laid. The count oCthe , tadpoles gave us 234 which 
pigmented as they developed and : 79 " which remained entirely pink. 
This resulted in the text-book figure of 2~ cc tadpoles as 
suggestedfol;'a, Co., , ~Cc mating. This ag~1:p proves that b.oth the 
,frpgs i~, thisma ti~g , were' singie . rec~ss~"ei:Cfpr , ~lbihi,s'in. ' 

. .'. --"'- ... - "-. 
" . ,'. ~ r . ':. .. 

:; ~ll ei-g~t frogs' ~sed in thea:l:)'ove ' e~perime;rit : 'were r~leased in 
P.at :'- Smallcombe'~pond. ~ " " 

The Matrioarch,. 

, The "M;atriarch; ~hich 'has ·,br.ed upqer' ~,~se control j :;iJilce' 1967, 
. w~s: crol:ilSed w~thone of the.l910C.c maTea.' 'Wh1Ch ,had already proved' 
in 1972, by a successful back crosa..'-, tha't it was Cc for albinism 
(Price 1973). They were placed in a' ta'nk 'together on 11th Mardh' 
1973 ~and~;el?e seel?-inampl~xus, .on l4tJ:l, Ml!rch. On 2QthMarch, 480 

· ml • . of fertil,e white, ~p~wnt .. conta~,ngnob,lac,k eggs, ,was ., laid., 
The tadpole count res~lted. d.ll 691. ,t~dpol.esw4ich pigmented as they 
developed and 215 pink tadpoles.- · -This'gave 'us a figure' Of 23.7% 
albinos. ' 

This proves that the Matriarch is single recessive for ' 
albinism. ' 

1.e.11atriar9h ,C<? Jemale :, X 1970 Cc m~le:z CC ,-tOC + Cc + cc. 

This fa:ct would have been ' proved<earlier but for ' the complio'ated 
. g'etteticmake-~p .' ot the 'pirtlt-,skilined, pink-eyed male, Mickie, who. 
ha~ 'ea:rlie~ b~en: mated ,with "the Matriarch giving ' an unexpected 
result (Pr:i ca 1970) • . The Matri·a:rch was still aliv,e in December 
1973. She is now fourteEHi :yearsold. 



Back Crosses. . ~ ' ; ' 

Two :moreSU'(H~esQful ,1:)aQk ~I'91;:t~e~ 'T~fi.r;ernade, ;in ,,1973 usi,llg ,1970 
Cc males and . 196'7 .cc ,':female ' ~nd' 1971 co , te~le ~ ' ", > ' ., , " " . '.- .. - - , ' ". ' ., . . \ . 

A. 
. .. -, . -. '. ..... ~ . .;. . 

1967 ' c~ ' fel11ale _ X ";: ~ i9.~9' Qc ma;ie 
.' 

" ~ ." . ~ ' ... 

, This . 9:r;c;>~s ~rodu£ed 1~0 ml! of ~e~tile white spawn on 21st 
MaI'c~ _ lJ973 " which ' on hatching ' gave "us ' a ' coiiht -bf ,18}pinkta:dpoles 
arid 171 tadpOie$~ [';"hibh ~ p1gment~d:: as thel~de*e1opea t ,- , , 

, " .• ' . ~ .. :': ..:. ~.;.l: ~ ,:. '.~: - ,.., " , '\; ::" , :,~ , .~ .;.J t:. ' ": !. <': '_, x ', ._., > , ,,' 
i.e·;; :f:c. 52%.'· pink t~d·po1es and 48%pigm~n~~g' :, t4dp?les ~ :' ,'_,. ,. ; __ " 

Bo-;- " : ) ,: 1-' , _ ' l9'ii : ~~ · fem~ie £ '"'.t: 'i970~: C~\:No · ',6_' :) .~ ; \. ;:) ; 

This cross produced exactly 50% pink and 50% pigmenting ,:. 
tadp91,e,~ . :,' 

. .' . --~ ,.: ' : . j .• :": , . ',~ . , . . 

. ; ,T~~tw~' bac·it crosses' again' 'confi:Htts': tlle,:·~post'ul:ated . \' . . -, 
. . , ~ . - .. '1'i, .:. !L ··. ·- ·-:· _~I~· l :'i ' :; ; .. 

• v, cc f-emale , X ; Cc ,maile ::; ,,' C-c+,:, p.~ '~;' c ,~ -t:-,.cc . : ' '"" ,' . 
~\ ; ; ". .1. ,t .>:. ',' L .:.-: -:f ,:' .''': . :, ~.-: j J .:; .-) 'I, '<" '. .:<. " " . ... f . 

The stock of tadpoles from thesetwQ matings were dispersed' to 
sutable , ha<b'ita[ts, e~peQ:Wly ~PatS~11c,OJlIAe ',~ ~pqnd~nd the, pond 
in Highmoo'r Road~ ' ' L " , , " ";c-,:,:: :', ,- :.: '::: 

Highmoor Road. 

A vis:i't waa' mad'et'6 ·the:' pdnd'i:'n" 'High1iiO:o~ Jl1olld' : : 6ri ~[lOth ,March , ~ 
1973 following the discovery of a pair of frogs in aJlpl;~s:dn the 
Froghciuse ,a:t 6~t1an~~ield ;Road. , ,Du~ing " t~:i,s ... v,iei..t tllee.u.rplus 

. . . . " . t · " . , .. ' . ~ _ ._" ' . f J 1; .... ,~, : , •. 

decaying algae alJ.~'- de~d: ' leaves , : w,~r,:e ~r.~,l.llQv~4 , ~~'~m i~~e ,:p,ongJ ' " ' ' , 

One pafr ' ~ of ' trdgs " wa:8 foUrid'· in'amplEixQ8 ':Uftd~.llH[-the ',imarginal . ' 
vegetation in the pond. During a further visit on 20th March two 
ca-ses of multiple amplexus were seen, i.e. a female wi~h ,IrI~l~t;I 
clinging to both , the ~or~al and ventral surfaces. Thetwere ' 
parted t~ :' sa:v~ :~ the \ fem~le "e( i:if,e. : , ~l:ii$ ' rear:; ottl1 ~ oDeelump Iilf ',," ".] ,. 
white spawn ' was ' foiind " as ' oppoi3ed to : thirty , ellimp' .:' ol',black spawn. 
The clump of white spawn was left in the ponlie': t~ :' deviilop. 

The steady decrease in the numbers of clumps of white spawn 
is shown in the table. 

Year 

1.965 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 
1.1:i70':' ~ . ", ' -

' l9'if ' 
i97~' , : ,' 
1973: " 
1.9'74:; , 

White Spawn 

25 
2'5 
20 
1.6 

. 12 
" ';:--"' 15 " 

,,' ' 5 
, ; '" .: ';: 1 "':' 

" '1 ', 

Remarks 

20. ( Information from 
, ' --r " :"'20.-': " :7-,~ ' f~ Mrs. Jeffery 

J :: " .,~ 25 , 
20 ' 
25 

, ; :, , ' 30 :-'; ~ ,' tM.:iiter- ; ,i;. '17, 'deatl ; frogs 
. ,'! " . : , 2~8" >-: :: . . <i ,; . (".' . ' :. '< ~ <:~, " ."j ... ,; .. , .. :. I , · , ~r;.'''t .' ~ <: 

' , ; ';:, ! ~ " : 36: ·,.- ;; ':, : ; " ~ ;>, , " ';' .. ' , . ; ' 
,': ',; ',;; . ":30 ;:,';-:',:-" '::.- --: .: " 

.; ' I '.:.; :.) ,.~ .. ~ .~ ; ' t, ~ , ~', . ' . :.'. j' ,'. '. .. ,. ~ .. ; : 
,.; • . ; -,:,1 " • " 

'\ " '] 

, • _I, ~ .. ' .~_ "1' ' _. - - . . . - : - . .. . ,'- . . , ~; ' - . 

'. ' It-eeemsthat thelay-!ng 'of wblt'e 'lltpawn:- ls aliou:t ,';crver'· ' fot-· , · ~ , 
the present. 



The future 

" After nine years ,intensive study of tl}.e P1'9blem' ofwhite 
spawn and albinism I have decided -to give up the ' study. I have 
achieved much of what I set out to do and possibly added slightly , 
to the solution of some of tbe problems. : 

During theniI.1e year~ of breeding, the biggest probl~m , has 
been the provision of ' living food for the developing fr'ogs. · In the 
early stages of th~ experiment ' there were, in the vicinitY' of 
Mansfield Road, ma..ny neglected, open spaces and garderiswith stands 
of nettle and bramble which proVided insects,spiders and s ::'ugs. 
Most of these plaees' have be'en dri-elopedmaking the , task much more 
onerous. 

The experiment will be- ,continued by Pat Smallcombe to whom I 
have handed over: ,all my .r ·emain!ng stock with the, exception of :the 
Matriarch. This is in addi.iion to- t 'he tadpoles and small frogs 
which shehaskindli perndtted' me to .:place in herporid over the 
last six years so that the strain will not die out. 

0 _ , , • ',. .: . ' ... ~ " , _~ .' -: _ _ • 

The only taskremairiirigisto " sUJIHD~e the' "work ol the la~;it 
nine y~ars. ,Again my thanks are due toa great nUmber ,of people. 

Summary. 

L The Matriarch has been proved to be._,single, receflsive for 
albinism .. : , _; , _ , 

2. Four Cc XGc crosses , have ~~proTed ,that'-the1970 pj;gmented 
frogs :are ail 'single ,,'rece'ss'ives for albiniSJb~ 

3~ Two more successful back cr9sse~ ~e~e _ made in 1973. 
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Report on Aston Upthorpe - 1973 

by M. Sell 
'! ," 

. Th.ie _ye-a,r th~_ , 9\lstomary,~,o~j,ng . . ~tint was carried out in early 
March"two tFlymo'st ,being used ,for the task over a two:"ciay perioil. 
The ease with which the mowing can now be performed is illustrateQ: 
by the fact that most of the Reserve was cut in the first day,and 
practically no raking is now needed after the mowing. The secpnd ~ 
mower has now been presented to the Trust, and will prove very 
useful· in ,this- s ,art of conservation work. "About one third of _,the, 
total. area was , not cut this year, and ,it , will be interesting to 


