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MAMMALIA 

. Ins,ectivo-ra 

Talpa europaea L. Mole. 'Mariy -fl':'esh molehills 
south o,f Pangbourn~, : 4.4.71; 'also ' in Crowsley Park, 
30.6.71; dead moles .at 'TWy'ford gravel pit, 13.4.71, 
Manor Farm, 19-,6.71 and Thea1.e gravel pit 19.9.71 

t .· " • 

(all ZK). MQlohills nt -Gtl.llo\i~t.r-4C: .Co"r'lOn" P~pn;,t"Q. Con .. 
EOl,'l , -- SQtm'_ ' eor:lrTOtl . d.hd! 'I,'rJy:ford in J:01fUf'.J"Y ~c fi..'c bruary. 
All thes~ sites 'are -on gravel, and the sa~e is true 
of most of th~ othe~ localities near Reading where 
moles have been recorded • . ~They also a gree with 
earlier obser'vationsinbeing e:lther river valleys 
or level uplands, the -intervening· slopes being 
unrep~esented. . 

Sorex araneus L. Shrew. Severai 'spring and autumn 
records in the Tilehtirst areafroci ZK. (February, 
March, August and Oc·tober). Heard at Chalkhouse 
Green, Ma.rley Tile pits ,and east (f Goring in April, 
Moor Copseartd Sonning ComLlon in May, Bishopsland 
Farm south 'of SOnning Common, 15.7.71.. One dead at 
Pangbourne, 2.9.71 • . 

S. minutu's . L. Pygmy ·Shrew. None seen by ZK or 
myself. An adult male .found dead at Bearwood, 
11.4.71 h.:r BTP, ~ne . at Southcote,8.6.71 (AF). 

Neomys fodiensPennant Wa t ,er Shrew. . On bank of 
Kennet above Burghfield Bridg,e; 16.6'.71 (BRB). 

• ' 0" . . 

Erinaceus. europaeus L. Hedgehog. 3 records in 
Ti1ehurst, , 4.4.71., 11~5.71 and 28.5.71 (ZK) of 
whic'b. the first only ~as a road de'ath. Common at 
Newoury rRSJH) , and, ~r,iest:wood nearB~ackne11 
,(Mrs~ DE,.lton)~2 . dea.d 9n the road , a,.t Spencer's 
Wood ,29 .• 5.71, one dead in Emmer Gr.,een, 8 .. 7.71, one 

' " dead inSon'~ing l COITI,lil0-!l~ · -12~? .. 71,. 2 dead in Cavershan 
lIeights, 22.·7.7Land 3.9.71. As last year, the 
sp'ecies 'is still a,bundantbut road casualties are 
less tban' for'inerly. . . 

Chiroptetb. ' · Pipistre;Lluspipistrellus ('Sch;eb~'r) ' Pipistrelle. 

Carnivor'a. 

One flying by day near Aldermaston Wharf gravel pit, 
, ,27 ~3,. 71; one flying : round the jfbhey ruins by day, 
1.1.4~71; one' a:t' C:,hap~ll1ill, Ti'lehurst, 11.4.71, 

" 19.9.71'", ~five ' there , 9 -~10<.71 (all ZK) .• An unident
ifi~d small bat riea~ Birchen Copse, Riseley, 15.4.71, 

· and two unidentified larr;e bats" at dusk at Theale 
gravel pit, 7.9.71~(ZK). 

V~lp~~ vulpea (L~) . Fox. Severa;L , ~e90rds from the 
Sl,llllama~ea < fron. 21~12, .70 to 8 ,.5.71~ one seen at 

· clos~ rane e . in Whiteknightb .Parkatdusk, 10.3.71; 
four pl,lbs playing and' feeCling on < th~ remains of a 

<farmyard goose at Hattonhill Shaw, Gatehampton, 
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16.5.71; an a.dult s~en repea;tedly carryinga:n 
, object in its ,mo~th ' in 'Birchen Copse, Riseley, 
30.5.71 (allZIO.A malekiJ;led by 'a car 'in Greys 
Gree,n Road, Rotherfield Gr,ey.s,15.1.71 arid collected 
by Mrs~Nawell • 

.. Droppings at ' Heckfield Iteath, 29.5.71. One seen at 
Bishopsla.nd FarD, south of. Scmning Common, 13.9.71-
One dea,don the' A4 by. the. Travellers' Friend, 
Calcot, 11.8.71 . .and a . female seen daily between 8 
and 10 p.m. in 'the obs~r:ver'B gard'en at Padworth, 
1.9.71 to 22.9.71 (MJIO. 
One seen at Warwi'ck Roa,d, Readi'ng, 22.5.71 and 
25.5.71 (GAB). 

Meles, mel~~ (~L.) . Badg~r~ ', ' ' Status in the Sulham 
area unchanged, with the usu~l ,pattern of some 
setts becoining ,:<lisused, and , oth-ars developed. Not 

' yet affected -by .forestry ,operations (ZK). A female 
. . (a,s ,usua,l) kilied ,on the road, the, B3024 near White 
,Wal'tham, 28.3.71- , .,Olle ,dead a:t D,owne House School, 
north of Newbury, where there, is, a sett in the 

. grounds, 6.4.71~ Two adu-l'tsd,Ql'le:cting beuding and 

. two cubs playing at Stonycro'ft' ,'plantation sett 
20:.00 - '20'.50 B.S .T'. ' o'n 8.4''';7i ('EMT). 

Mus'telaerminea (L'.r Stoat:. · ::.... Ortead~lt at Sonning 
'. 'Eye gravel pit,-2~4'.71 (zK). . 

M. niva11s L. Weasel.. :Four ·r ,ecords from the Kenhet 
' val:ley (The;ai:e ' , ~t~ A:l'de~I'l:last'ci~ri) : (4.1.1'.70 to 25.4.71. 

, An animal at Bi,nf;teld Heath, 8.7.71" , displaying 
characteristic ' curiosity,tn.aking r~'peated forays 
:froD c:6ver t ,o watch the' Qbs~rrverov'er 5 minutes; 
oriedead on 'A329 at ' Bas'ild'ori{ o,ne crossing the 
Woodc:ote' r-oa:d· 'a"t the Pack:";,Saqdi'e" 'f8.8.7l (all ZK). 
One ,Hazel'moo'r Lane, Sonn1:ng C'ornmon, 24.1.71 One 
founddeadatSwyncoIl1be, , 25.1l ·70. 

Cervus daIila (L.) .. Fallow pe,er~~ ~ine, in HUllgrYH~ll 
Wo'od, Wormsley. ':Park ' ( Chi-lternsneaf.''i3ucks ~ border), 
16.;12.70 (ZK). Orie of. the 'da,rk p~a·s,e at Goring 
Hee,tht' 24'.12.70 <,AL)~ Six t ,e·e:qing'in coniferous 
woodland ,'a't Nun'eyGre~n, l6.5'.7l"CZK). Two seen 

,:fe ,eding in ~ield , the~ .9r9sseci' ,la'ne. :into Birchen 
~S'6.t. Riseley, at ,20:!'30 : B,~S.T. pri 15.4.71 (ZK). 
A buck with fine 'antlers' 'in, "Bramshill Forest, 
30 .5 .71 (ZK). · . , . ' , . 
A doe surp,rised at clo~e quarters , by. , the RDNJIS " 

, excursion to (;la~frelil ' gppee:,, " Er.Il~~r ' ~reen, made ' 
o'ff ~cl"oss an 'open, ;fi~ld ' to th"e port'h, where there 
is no co~&r~1$.5~?1~ · (Tracks ~ had alread~ been 

, seen 'inClayfield "Copse ,but u~til ',we saw the animal 
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I was hardly prepared to believe in the presence 
of · deer in this')imall and rnuch~,frequented piece 

' of woodla.ndonthe edge of a built-up area.) 
Tracks seen in Sulh<;l.m Wood, 5.8.71 (ZK). 

, , 

Muntiacus reevesi (Ogilby) Muntjac. One seen 
in Rumerhedge Bottom, Goring Heath, 2.2.71 
(Mr. Taylor). One seen on several occasions 
near Berkeley Avenue ' Reading up to 27.6.71 
(DW)·. A 6angledcorpS'ewith short antlers by 
the Goring Heath road n'ear -Collegewood Farm was 
probably of this species, 1.10.71 (ZK). 
(Unidentified deer near Inkpen were probably 
C. da:ma, 28 • 4 • 71 (RAR l ) . 

Lepu,s capensis Pallas Brown Hare. ,One on fields 
near Marley Tile gravel pit, 27.10.70, two there, 
27.3.71, one 9.4.71 (ZK). One there 30.4.71. 
Onl? by Theale gravel pit, 6.12.70 (ZK). Two at 
Manor Farm, .15.3.71,,' pne there, 14.7.71 (ZK). 
One 'at Sonning Eye gravel pit, 13.4.71 (ZK). 
One' at Summerhouse PlliIltation,Binfield Heath, 
8.7.7. (ZK) and many records ,from Bishopsland 
Farm south o~ Sonning Common <;l.~ usual, but less 
numerous than in ' some previous· ... years (maximum 
fiv·eon 29.1.,71.). 
Many records from Berkshire ,Downs, maximuI:1 ten 

. on 7'. '7 .71.( ZK). ' . 

2!.,!-ctolagus cuniculus (L.) Rat-bit . ZK provide 
many records from all the areas where they have 
been most active dtlr'ing the year, principally 
the Sulham area'- ' Uie 'Kennet valley from Marley 
Tile !>it eastward,s :'/ , ~'nd ,j;heThames ' valley from 
Goring to . Twy'f 'ol'd • ' Most of these relate to 
single animals, a few to two or three together. 
Higher numbers' were four at Theale gravel pit, 

_25.4~7l, seven in Englefield'park~25.8.7l, eight 
at Burghfield gravel pit, 15.11.70, and over 15 
in the Sulham area, 8.5.71, . and. in Crowsley Park 

, east of Sonning Common, 30.6.71 (also ten there 
on 8 ,, 7.71.)~ Other rec ords include many from 

' the ar,ea ,between Bonning Common and Reading, and 
from the areas coner,edby ZK; including ten at 
Marley Tile Pit, 30.4.71., 7~8 at Cane End, 
16.5. 71. ta~d . squ t;lL :of .Reading at Burghfie ld 
Common .and Heckfield Heath~ 
ZK report two cases of myxomatosis, at Sulham on 
1.1~71. and at Theale gravel pit on 6.9.71. 

Muscardinus avellanarius (L.) Dormouse. A col
ony of this species was discovered during 1971 
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in a hedge of 
: ,.s-ymphoricar.pus ri vularis Suksdorf, Snowberry, 

:near Tadley . (LO )'. M-ostof the records of this 
. s:g~cies in recent years have oeen from the so .... th
ern side of the Kennet Valley. It is also 
reported from .the. High Wycombe district outside 
the range df theRDNHS. .... . 

. Sciurus caroline,ne·is ,Gmelin Grey Squirrel. 
ZK 's 'upplya total of 75 seen i .n the Sulham
Tilehurstarea during the year, but never more 
than th,ree ·at a time.; They also found it common 
arQundBinfield Heath in July. Records were if 
anything more frequent during .the winter months, 
when of course the animals (when active at all) 

,· feed more often on the g'Tound and are easier to 
.se.e when 'in trees.. My own ' imp ~ession is that the 
spec:?-es oc·curs .in virtua.lly: ' every wood in the 
Reading area' where beech, Fagus sylvatica L. or 
. oak Quercusro'Qur L. ,are present • Other Quercus 
spp.may. also be able to suppo,rt it but this I 
,cann.ot .cQl}fi,rm • . Large numbers are found only 
when there are ma tur.e oaks -in , the vicinity. 

Rattus norve'gicus Berkerth0':l~ Brown Rat. 
Recorded by ZK at . the KennetValley gravel pits 
and as .road castiEiltiasei'sewhere. (Theale, 
Pincents Hill, Ap'pleforci) .· Ai'so seen dead on the 
Peppard Road as 'in past ye('{rs. 

Mus muscultls L~ ' . House 'Mouse. . The only rec ord 
, received was from ZK - one' dead at Chapel Hill, 
Tilehurst, i6.7.71-

Arvicolaamphi·bius (L .• ) Water: Vole. Several 
records from the Kennet valley in spring and 
autumn (ZK). Common on the Thames near the 
Nautical College boathouse, pangbourne (JS). 

~{cr~tus agre~tis (L.} . Sh6~t~tailed Vole~ 
. ().ne ' inCornwell Copse near Tilehurst, 1.1.71, 

and· one ort a 'hedge-bank ' oppqsite Hill Copse, 
Sulham, . 17~3.71 (ZlC). 
One a:t ' Galio~stree Common, 26.8.71, and one dead 
on: ' the site 'of the old S'ou'th,ern Railway bridge 
over Vaste'rnRoad~ Reading, 2'7.8.7l. 

Clethrio~~mYs . glareolus .(Sch:reber) Bank Vole. 
One e~tting outside its hole in Barefoots Copse, 
13.3. '11-
One dead at 'l:'heale' gravel :pit t 15.3.71. (both 
ZK) • 

. ' 
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1970 - 71 

by B. R. ' Ba~er 

Order Ple'c optera (stone-flies) 

'. '," ...... 
; 

. .' 

Less than a dozen species of stbfl'e-fly: hay:~."peen recorded. 
from the Reading area, for our lowland rivers and streams cannot 
duplicate those conditions afforded to ' stone ;.o fli 'es on rivers in 
the north and ,west :' of --:Bri'tain. However, our Riv'er Kennet holds 
the q1,liteiopressive species Perlodes microce}lhala (Pict.). Male 
Perlodes have very abbreviated wings and s pecimens should be 
sought in the cracks of bridge piles, lock gates, etc. Two 
specimens were found on,· 20th April "at '11.15 p.Q~ "below th,e wooden 
bridge over the Kennet at Woolhampton; (see Reading Naturalist 
No. 13 for notes on this species at Woolhal!lptoni~ 1960). ' 

Order Odonata (Dra.,n-flies) 

The long spell of Surj.hy ' w.~atller from ! iateAugus~ until m;id
November provided ' idealcoriditions for dragon-fly flight, and it 
proved possible, and enjoyable, to observe a ' numb~I'of 9pecies ' 
in some abundance~ Our first record is, howeyer, of an early 
suml!ler species. 

Gomphus vulgatissimus (L.) Club-tail Dragon':'fly \ 

" 

Mr. Price and some members of , his" class, who , ha~, b'een, work-
ing the banks of ' the ' Thame's near Earley' P9wer , Station on 29th 
May, were ~ tort~~atetb tind a fine exa~ple Of this ~~ncommon " 
species, ' which they presented to the Museum's reference collect
ion. 
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Aeshna mixta Lat. Scarce Aeshna . . - '7 \ " 

Mr. Gambles to(;)k';aspecimen on the occasion of the Society t s 
excursion on 4,tl'F S.eptember; : later in the month, 20th September, 
the species was :num·erous : on · a Kennet backstream beyond' 'S6uthcote 
where females were observed: ovipof!fting in stems of' Typha . at · a ' 
point well above that· . oL,the present water level •. : .. The brillia.nt 
blue males of A. mix.t-a;· were abundant on the gravel pits rat . 
Burghfield 7 on .2·nd O~tO'ber and a few were still· present .at · the- ', ' 
same locality on, 23rd . Octo'ber. '" ' ,,,,. ; 

The celebrated Fishpond on Wokefield Common was alive with 
dragon-flies when , this locality -was . visited on 2nd October. TlE 
following species were seen:-

Aeshna cyanea-, (M~elli): Southern Aeshna;' .,·· A:.juncea (L.) Common 
Aeshna, (a single"specimen);' Sympetrum striolatum (Charp.) 
Common Sympetrum, abundant, with pairs flying in tandem; and 
S. danae (Sulz.) Black Sympetrum. From Owlsmoor Bog near 
Crowthorne we record Ort~etrum ' coerulescens (F.) Keeled 
Orthetrum past their best on 11th September, with A. juncea 
very fresh on the same date. 

Orde~ Trichopte:r~ {CaddiB~flies) . 

. ' The ~ odd looking little caddis Chaetopte~yx villosa ' CF.) 
wa:;; no~ed along the' banks . of.' the River ' Pang within ' the Moor 
99Ps~~ature Reserve near Tidmarsh on . 15th November, 1970. 
Specime.ns w~re ~ stili · to:'be' Be~il" as late .· as 29th November. 

~: ,.~ 

Order LepidopteU- . (Butterflies and ' Moths) 
J . 

ImmigraptSpecies 

Vanessa atalanta (L.) Red Admiral ! , 

. Very few recor.ded, viz: Stratfiel.1d Saye, l~thMay, aft.d on 
Buddleia. a f . EarIJ!~ " 6t~ and' 8th Aug~st : ('B. T. P. ) , 

Vanessa card.ui (L.) · Painted Lady ' 

"' A single speciinert s~~n ~n B~ddleia ~t Ear-lay on . lst , 
September and anothel' on Asters in parkside Road ~ Reading, 
5th October (B.T.P.). 

Acherontia atropos (L.) Death's Head Hawkmoth 

. A perfect " eia~pi~ ' ~:« t}:lis :j..mmigrantwa~ ., br~~g!l~ to ' the 
Museum byMr. ' Ad:ri~nSearle who : had discovere<;l ~p.~ . ~9th upon a 
line:, ofwash:j..ng at ' Clayh~ii~ . Burghfield ,on 27th Aw~ust. . 

• , , :.,~ . ' ~ '.'. h ' :, . : • .• • . ' • • 

Herse convolvuli (L.) Convolvulus Hawkmoth 

Mr. M. Palles-Clark of Leighton Park School reported an 
example of this uncommon immigrant being found at Tilehurst on 
1st or 2nd October. 
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Resident Species 

Gonepter.lx rhamni (L.) Br~mstone butte;t"fly ' 
. . ' . " . ; 

This butterfly is said to be the longest lived of ~ny 
British species, its lif~ fre~uently ext~nding to a - year. ~he ' . 
s,ingle brood appears in July or August and I the butterfli.es ' 
usually enter hibernation shortly after emergenoe 0 ' ,However .. w~ " 
have records of three late-:tliers :iri1970:- '8. female seen in ' 
st. Peter's Churchyard on 5th NoiTeinber,and ,' two males "(lbcality 
not given) on 24th November. Given favourable weather :brim
stones reappear again from late February ,onwards, b~t , with the 
bitter weather of early March ~ 1971 (the 6th being thecoldest 
March -- day for 30 years) , ' it was not , until 27th March that tEe-se 
brilliant :yellow butterflies were observed in Pamber Forest in 
any numbers. 

Celastrina argiolus (L.) Holly Blue 

Although not aS , frequently seenas , in 1970, this . , ~pecies 
had quite a good year 'wi th several s:tghtings aeross C1:lver'sham 
gardens between 2nd and" 9th May : arid' again oh 1st Augus,t. , 

Strymoni.d1a w-~lbum' (K'noch) , Whi t ,e-l,.etterHairstreak' 

This little hairstreak has long been known from the 
Hardwick-Goring Rea th ar,ea, and it is eviden.tly still in 
strength in that region. From the same line of wych elms where 
we were shown Gtir first larvae 25 years a go, it proved compar
atively eas~ to beat a: quantity for breeding purposes on the 
evening of 13th May. " , 

Euchloe cardaminea
i 

(L.) ,Orange Tip ' 

Observed in, a garden at Earley on 1st and 2nd June,and 
3rd- and 4th-instar larvae found at Duns'den ' on ' 23rd ,June (B.T.P.). 

Liine'nitis camilla (L.) ,' White Admiral 

This ; b'eautiful ' butterfly : had El splendid season in 1971 and 
the ' Recorder had never seen such quantities as ~ere on the wing 
in Pamber Forest on lOth July. Specimens were still on the 
wing on 18th August· (though obviously, worn); carefu+ ,searching 
produc eda 3rd-instar larva on 6th September arid a " furthe'r 
example on ' 13th September (B.T.P.)~ 

Apatura iris,' ( L.) Pil,rple Einperor " 

We have , several records of t 'his ' fine species:, larvae from 
Pamber Forest on 29th May , __ 2nd ~nd 6th June ; a ,female ,imago, 
observed sitting low down on an alder leaf 6n- 17th July; a ' 
female flyingaroundsall~6ws on 18th juiy '(R.L.l,severaI ' 
males' observed around oaks 'also' on: 18th ' July.- Of special inter
est is the finding of a 3rd-instarlai'va 'by a careful search ' of 
sallows on 6th October (B.T.P.). 
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Argynnis aglaia (L.) Dark Green Fritillary 

Watlington Hill, several.ohservedon7th ' Juiy~ ~{B .. l'~·P,.Y. 

Aglais tir~i~ae (L.5 '§mal1 Tortoi~esh~il . j 

. " ' ~ . . ' . " . , . ' . ~ , 

An . e~treme v~r~~tyof this col.ouJ;'f~l species was observed , by: 
our :President a~.:EastHendredon J,.l~lL·SepteClber; . 'MissCobb con ... 
tinues :i,n :.her : note "Sma:}.l , 'rortQi~esh~J,.ls . · b~c~m~ , very IJ,u~e:ro~s .in .. 
latestunmer".. (Var,ieties Of ,. th,if?spE:l9ies , ar~ .~arelY' encounter~d 
- the ReQord~r : only~ve:r;> sees no~mal o~es ,1). , 

Leucoma !salicis (L.') White satinM6~h 
: ~ • : . ..~ .. i . '/,.' . . 

. On 17th JuJ,.ya single (ipcaUlple , ){aS , att~~Qtedto merc1,lry
vapourligh1! on ,the J{ennet ban~ b.~tween : Ne~p~ry and .Thatcharn. 

Plusia chryson (Esp.) Scarce Burnished Brass 

Several examples to light" i1th ! July , i at " the·~ abQve , lo~ai.ity~ . 

Gypsitea l~ucotr[.a'ph'a (S~~if·:t\.) Th~ White7-lharked':-, 

A first .r.~cord , from. Woolhampton . r~~~~~~d ' · ~~§ JPa<l~ ' on 20th 
April; yet this locality has been worked fr~quentlY by local 
entomologists ' ovet- the past · 20' years without s:pec.i~s:~·. e.vep:~ be:Lt.g ·-, . 
seen. 

Bapta distin6tatalterr. Schaff. ' Sloe Carpet . 
" , '" . 

_ .' :.J . ~ 

A Single e~ample , taken atDr~ M • . I .• Cric;hton-'s Rothampsted 
trap at : Mortimer 9P 22nd!23rdApril. , .' This is .; a . notabl,e rec ord; , 
apart from an example in the Si twell Collecti-<?A- in..' Reading . . 
Museum (from near Wokingham) we , ~ave no previous indication of 
this moth's existence in the Reading Dfstrl.ct~ ' :;:, . '. -.~ ,~ ~'. : : ~: '. 

Ae5eri~formica;~:formis (Esp~) ' Re'd7tippe'd : 91~'~,~~~ng : ,' ',',:, : 
.. . . -

. Larvae were discovered in osier stWJlps at Wooll1ampton on 
17th April, and several pupal' 'case's ft-om ' whi.ch · Mul:t's':·had 
emergedwere ' seEln at the same locr:tli·tY ;'on:i 31.st May;;' : ' CarefUl 
searching: lb:W Qowp.among oSier. st1,lm-psrev-ea-le-d . a,newly .emerged 
moth on ' 2nd JU!l~,:" . . ' 

Aegeria;" mY~>'pae:fb':ttriis (Bc;rkh. ).' . ~rd-'bett,e~ ~ si.~.a~~n:g '· . =. 
Mr. Price and the Recorder. '!l~T'e , bot,h able to c.o;p.firm the 

continuance of the colonies of this li~tl~ c~earwing in ~pple 
trees growing in gardens close to Redlarids ; 'School. ' Th.e' ' peak 
emergence, tooIt plac-e b~tween :21st and '2-,5th·Jun·e. 

Aegeriaa.ndrenaeforrni~lL·as'P.) . Orange';'f~lied~ 'Clearwin~f ; . 

Larv~i . ,~or:ing~ , were, . 'discov~~ed i~-: ,~~Yia;:i~g trees ~ at 
G~rson' s Hi.ll, ' Oxon.: on 4th April • . From ~ ·one· c.ut:t;ingtakep. an 
ad~l t . mot~ emerged. on 19th. May .. .. ': ' . . 

Aegeria vespiformis (L.) Yellow-1.egr~.edCiear~ing 

Clearance of oaks is seldom welcomed by naturalists; we 
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merely record that felling near Oval Pond, Padworth, has crea.ted 
a favourable habitat for A •.. vespiformis .and that, },a,rvae were 
diecovered i 'nthe stufups w-nen :5earched for oh 5th May. These " 
produced moths on 23rd and ' 29th May. 

Order Coleoptera Beetles 

Lucanus cerv,us (L.) stag Beetle 

Mr. W. L. South of Streatley wrote to the Museum with the 
following interesting obseryation: "A1?out 10 a.m. on the 6th 
July' Iopehedjny: kitchen, door 'to 'the garden and -;wais astonished 
to ' find 5 stag: ':beetles in aa "elnpty l~ gailon buc'ke:t. · Th'ey were 
crawling round but could ' not get up the slippery , sid~s, and .there 
was no room for a flying take-off. Ther'e were 4 beetles with 
'horns' •••••• but there was one beetle with no 'horns'; I 
assume that the 4 were males and the 5th a female". This inter
esting obserV'atidn is indi'c,ative ofth'e nocturnal 'flight activity 
of these large beetles which one is sometimes able to witness 
around dusk on a warm summer evening. (See Mr. Leatherdale's ' 
observations in Reading Naturalist . No. 16. p. 17.) • .Mr. South's 
observation relating to the 'sexes of ' the specimens ' is , . of course, 
correct. 

" 
Order Diptera . (True Flies) 

The detailed list relating to thisO~der has been ~ubmitted 
to the Recorder b~ Mr. R. R. Carter and embodies records made on 
behalf of Dr. E. Burtt, Mr. Roger Leeke and by Mr. ,Carter him
self. The'Diptera is the ~econd la~gest Order or , ~ritish 
Insect's and c'ontainsC: u'pwards of 5,000 species. ' Th:e records sub
mi tted, although numerous ap.d· frequently concerning common 
species, all m'erit inciusion' in the R'eport. Except where 
indicated they relate to species new to the Reading Museum 
Collection of Diptera and it is very satisfying to know that 

' this Order ; is ,now b~ihg workeQ'b3'. loca1 ' e!ltornologists. 

Tipulidae. 

Tipula pruinQsaWiedepiann; f~tnal~, 18.6.70, Goring Reath(EB). 

Limnophila meigeni Verrall;female, 14.7.71, Wokefield Comm~n 
(RRC) • 

L. lucorum (Meigen); female, 14,!t7 .• 71,Wokefield Comm.on (RHC). 

Holophilus griseus (Meigen.); female, 20~5.70~ Goring Heath ' (EB). 

Trichoceridae. 

Trichocera fuscata Meigen; female, 20.9.70"Reading (EB). 

T. h~emalis (peg,eer); male, .25.11.70" Reading (EB). 

'".: " ... 
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Chiron'omidae '., ( .~ 

Chir'onomU:~' ~dp);.Sfil:i,s M~ige~; ' ~ai~:~ · ;1:3\i6. 70, : ~emale, 20.10.70., 
Reading ' (EB). . 

Stratiomyidae. 

Pachygaster leachii Curtis; fe~ale, 4.8.70, Woke field Common ' 
. ) (FB). 

Acroc-eridae .. _"r.': . 

Acroc.era giobutus PanieI'; 'fem:a+e"t··<).i .. 7~7l, , ·P.a~b,er Forest (R,.G. 
~e~ke) • Thisffiniily ha~ only three .. Bri·tish ~pecies, which are 
~:eldom colle,eteq but. are' brolOgi'qali,y. · in't;~r~est.inp; aa .brood:" . 

· parasito1.ds of ·spider's·. . . . <, 

S c enopinidae • . 

· pcenapinus' niger (De-geer); female-, ' 'l'0:~7~70, 1 Rea·d:J.ng· (EB). 

Syrphidae • ' 

Ch~ysbgas'ter rnacquarti ' L/?ew.; b.Othse·xes, 29 • .5.70~ : Wokefield 
Common (HHC l. · . . 

Criorhina ranunculi Panzer; female, l5.? &.71, Nuney Green (EB). 

Microdon eggeri Mik; female, 6.6.71,- Wbkefielif CoIrii±lpn ' (EB). 

Two fur'ther ~pe.ci~s of Syrphidae -

SYrphus l:in.eoJ.:-a Zetterstedt and. ! 

Helophilus 'fr~tetorum F • . have been d·iscov.ered among .older; mater-
ial taken in 1967 ~hen . theywer~ . 

- .' confused with othez. species. 
• • • .' • ' . : • • 1 

. r'~ ~. . \ I 

Ulidiidae. 

Ulidia erythrbphthaltna. Meigen.; male, 4.7"70, ' Goring ' Heath, (EB) • 

Trypetidae. 

· Anomoia perriunda (Harris.) reported by···R. G. Le.eke~-- 'dthout . da.te 
or ' place • (This-specimen is not in . Read~ng Museum). 

Hi~poboscidae. 

Stenepteryx hi'r~_uldinis" 0:,.)'; female, 1.:7. 71 ~ Re~ding "(~r~ Wyeth)" 
l!1uch · le,86 frequent in the . Reading ' area ; than: . ' 
Crataerina pallida (Latreille). The two species are brood
parasites of martins and Bwifts respectively." 

Tachinidae~ 
, , 

Lydina aenea (Meigen); fem1le~ ' 29. 7 .?O~ ~~riIig ~~a·th' (EE). 

Macquartia praefica (Meigen); female, 30.6.70, Wokefield 
Common (EB). 
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, EUm.e51 westermanni (Zetterstedt); , male,. 22 .• 6~ 70, )<eading (EB). 

Winthemia quadripustulata (F .• ) , a male and ' two, fetDales bred 
from larvae of : 

Cucu,l 'lia' verbas,ci · (L.) on display:. i.n ' Reading ' Museum. ' . (From 
B-. : T. Parsons at Earley,.) , 

Ac;tia crassicornik ' (Me~gen); male, 8'.8.70, WOke,field Common 
"' {EB) .- :. 

Tachina' erucarumRbnda.ni; malet27~8.7l, Reading (EB). 

Voria 'trepida Meigen; three :63 mal e,s, 27.8.7Q, ' Wokefield 
Common (EB). .' 

" 

Rhacoaine:ur~ : pallipes ': Faiie'n.; ~al~, , : 20.7.71, Reading (EB)~ 
Siphcna maculata Staeger; male, 1.5.71, Goring Heath (EB). 

S. cristata (F.); female, 31.7.71, Reading (EB). 

Parafeburiamaculata (Fallen); female, ' 17.8.70', Wokefield ' 
Common (EB). 

Calliphoridae. 

Melanophora roralis (1.); . two males, 22.6 ,.70, Reading (EB) ~ , 

Styloneuria discr~:Pa~~ ,' (~a~delle); female, ' 8.7'.70, male ', 
. . 27.6.71, ae~di~g (EB). ' ., 

PachyoPhthalmus signatus ' (Meigen) ~ ' male ', 28~ 7.70, ' female ~ '" 
. ., . " 27.6.71, Reading ' (EB) '. ' : .' 

, ,; . , • # \..' . ' 

Sarcophaga aratrix ' Pandelle; several records of both sexes 
<, 197-0 ... 1971 (EB"HHC)~ 

S. carnaria (L.) '; males, 27.7.7i; G~ring Heath and 21.9.71, 
Wokefield iCommon (HHC). . 

This is the common speoies of the text-books, but is 
clearl:y much lessnl,J:IlI,ero\.ls in .ourarea than .S •. vulgaris 
Rohdend6rf 'or S~6tibviciin8, Rohdendorf with 'which it was 
formel"iyconfused~{T.l,le females 'are stiil regarded as 
inseparable.) ' 

,'. ' 

S ~ dissjmilis 'Me:tgen; ootli "sexes from Goring Heath, 
, 22. 7 ~.70 - 30.7.70 (EB). :, . . 

S. frenata Pandelle; female, 25.7.70; male'~· 29 ·.7.70, Gori~g 
Heath (EB). 

' ,, ', _ . .. 

S. ha.emo~rhoa Meigen; male., ~20. 7,.7l,,: ·Wqkefield Coznn{on (HHC).; 
. . . female , 2'6.8.7;(, Goring Heath (EB). . 

S,. haemorrhoidalis ,(Falle'n); male, 4.8.7.1, females,L9,7q ' -
. · 10;9.70;·Re~ding (tB). · . 

S •. ;incisi,lobata pandell~; male,17.6.7.1-, ; Wokefieid. Common (EB). 
'} ~, l r • • . . • • 

So' rligriventris Meig-e:n; ·, females, 3,.9'.71, Goring Heath (EB). 
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S. · sco.Pari~paJl.delle ; , male, : 22,.6. 71,: Wo.kefi.,~_ld ~ornmo.n.<HHC) • 
. s. setip~l)nis ·.Ro.nQani; · females,, ' 31:~:?,:.:?~' ~ : ,0~!,~_r._e;~a~. , ~ark?rid 

14.9.71, Go.ring Heath (HHCh~, '· . ' .' 

.S· .. subvic,ina· Ro.hd~ndo.rf; . many 'r~co.rds of : bbth . sexes -: 1970'-jl 
(EB and HHC)., The., materiai·: hitl1er.to ascrt"beij" ' to 'this' species 
and s. CCfrnaria ' (L.) in Reading. Muse'!lm ha~: b~e,n ~e.-.~~amin~d 
and 'proves -all '. to. belo.hg to S. \TuJ.,garis · Rohdendorf, ~'aspeC'ies 
intermediate between the two., Ibng ' 6o.nsidered to. be merely a 
sub-sp.ecies o.f· ,o.ne or p.~he:r pi: them.' until:; t~~ ; aC:Cll~m~.q~t~Ofl. o.f 
data on lo.calities and dates sho.wed that it .co.-exists with 
bo.th' and must be·· ,a. .fuil 'sp~eie~. . .. ..... ' . 

Po.llenia Taria (Meigen); bo.th sexes, 18-19.7.71, . ;Reading,f ,. male, 
" · 3.9~7i~ ·GoringH~ath · (EB). ~ :-"··· - ~ 

" : 

Muscidae. 

Phao.nia gaber'tij.. t1ikL male, · 27.9.70, Reading" (EB)~ : .:.: ... ' 

P. pallida (F.); many rec at-ds in ) : 1970~ 71 ( EB) • 

P. palpata (Stein); male, 25.5.70, female, 30.7.70,R~~ding ·· 
(EB) • 

P. ' rufipalpis (Macquart); female,": l2 .:9~ 71j N';'ney- '~~eer? (EB·). 
P. se:hra (Meigeil); . maie~ : ~~5~71 ·, . R~cid~Hg- (813h·' 
P. trimacula ta (Bquc:he); male, . 30 .. 8. 7.Q f Reading , (EB l., " , 

_ " ', " ~ .' . • '- . .. 1· / ~_~ .: -' '. _ ~' .: ... _~ .. _ . .... _~.:._~ .. :_.~_ 

Dendraphabnia qu~~ceti : (Bo.uche)lfemale, 22.9.70, male, 
. 18.7.71, R~ading (El3). '. . ... , '" 

Pagono.mYia decala~ . F~iie'~;d ~~ema{~~<2Q ::7. 7f, ~~~~field G~mm;n 
(EB). , ,, . 

6p~Yra leucastama ' (Wi~~eI!la~~') ~ : ~~;e~~lrec~rds ':j.~ ' 1"970 OiB 
,- .. and ' HHC). · . · .:,. ' ' . ' .' 

Hydrataea ~ cyrt.oneurf.na ,· (-z~etersted~ ~ ;'. ;:~b.ies' , 8 .,\ 7 .~1:J.., J~ney . 
Green. (EB) • . Not new :to ·'· theReading ·: Mu~·eurri ·col.1ectio.~.p~t . 
apparently ' a cauntyrecord for Oxfardeihire ~ . .: , ',. - . _, ' . . ; , 

H. irritans (Falle-~); fe~'11e, 3.8.rzo, ~(),k~:(ield:. C~1!!rna~. ~~. is 
remarkable that t 'li;s c'spec:ies shOuld so lang have-- ' escaped "C'ap
ture: it is nat cml~yvery ' abundant,' "' but makes itself 
unpleasantly .abt17usive .. . · , .. , : . , ,' .. ,:., , __ " '~' .. '~ . • 

H. acculta(Meigen)~ male, 9 :10.7d~ R~ading (EB). 

iMY:dae,'a atlcilla . ; (M~~g'en:) ~ '~~i~; "'3~9,;h~;t : :2Cdll ·ege, Rd~;d .. {: EBJ~~ 
, ." . . . ,.... . Apparently 'new to. Berkshire. .. 

·M.discimana: MallOci'~:~ \ na'lE! ,22'.?~ 71' ; :G:~'r'ing :Heat-i\::i~HC~f. '"N~w 
" ,;' ·to'" Oxfardshire .' ' 

' . :.. . 

. M. :setlfemUI" iRi,rigdahl;" ' f~ma~le , : -22'. '7. 71: ,G'arini He~1-t'h- '(HIiG )':/ 
' ;-' ' .. ,~ . , .N~"". t ,a OxfQrd~M"re. _.: . " ....... ~~ ~ ... < ;. 
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Relina communis "Robineau-Desvciidy; :fema:le;' 20-.7.71, Wokefield 
Common .. -(EB). 

Rebecnema affinis Malloch; female, 24.9.70, Reading, (EB). 

R. vespertina (Fall;n); females, 22.9.70 - 24.9.70, Reading 
'. (EB) • " . 

Spilogpna den1grata (Meigen); male, l5-.6.7l:, Wokef~eld Common 
, , (RHC). " . , 

. . . -, " , . . . :.... ; 

Allognota agromyzina (Fallen); females, 2189.70 and 9.10.70, 
Reading (EB). 

Coenosia lineat::lpes ' CZetter~'ted't); females, ' 30.8.70- l6~10.70, 
Rea'din'g ' (E13) ~ . 

. . 

C. tricolor (Zetterstedt) ; ' ma+es" 16.9.70. :" 1.:1.0.7.0, f.emale, · 
-:. 1.10.7·0 ., Reading (EB) • . '. 

Caricea humilis (Meigen); females, 25.9.70 ' - 18~io.70,' males, 
28.8.70 - 1.10.70, Readin~ (EB). 
.... . ' . . . . 

Piezu.ra I).rami.nicola ~Zitt~.rstedt; fem~le, 15.10.70, male, 
, .{~ date) 1971, Reading .(EB). 

Fannia armata (Meigeh')'j !-se veral records of both s -exes ' 1970 -
1971 ~EB and RRC). 

Fa .~·equ,ilineataRingdahl; females, 4.9.70, male,s, 1.1'0.70, 
,Reading (Em)._ ' ... . 

. F. manicata(Meigen);' :male 'and femaie', 16;9.71 ":18.9.71, 
Reading (EB). 

F. pal:lj;ti,bia (Rondalli)" -females·, 4.9.70 - 22.9.-70, Reading 
CEB}~, " 

Fj~ ' poly'ch~eta. · (steip.}; t :hr'e.e females ';- ' 16 ·~ ·t. 70 ' - 22-. 7 ~70, 
. '. , : '" Gc)ring Heath (EB). . 

F. ~'o'ndanii Stro~l; ' .m~le,'·<:i8:-.5 :7l, N~:~eY ' G're~~ (;RRC). 

F. similis (Stein); female, 22.7.71, Nuney Green (RRC)! 

. .. . . . . .. . ' I ... ., . . 

We aoknowledge our ' indebtedness 'to the'Director of Reading 
Museum for allowing us every facility to incorporate such Museum 
records as we wished, and :.,a:lso wcpress . our , bS!3t thanks to the 
fo1l:lowing contributors : '. . . 

Dr. E .. Burtt ·. ~,,: . " M;11. R. M. Gambl-es , · 
: .... 

M~. R. H. Carter Mr. Roger Leeke 

Miss L. E. Cobb . Mr ~ B. T. : Parsons, 

Dr. M. I. Crichton Mr. ,A. Price 
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" Th~ Recorder's Report for Botany 
r . ' , 

i970 ~ , 71 

" . , . by B ~M. Newman 

. ' 
Fewer records were received this 'year. Those sent in by 

the ~ollowing ~emb~rs a:re , g;-atefu~ly acknowledged:- ,Dr.H. J~ M. 
Bowen (HJMB); Mr. H. Carter (HC); Miss L. E~ Cobb (I.Ee); ' Mrs~ 
E. M, Trembath (EMf); Dr. J. Toothii~ (JT); Miss J. M. Wataon 
(JMW) ~ ' , . , ' " 

, '.' ,' ~he Dom'ep.c;Latu~e and order are, according to the , "FIQ'r~ of 
the British Isles" by Clapham" T'utin ~nd Wa'rbur-g', ~ 2nd edition ' 
1962. An alien taxon is indicated by an asterisk (.), and a new 
county record - by ' a cross (+). ' ~ Ehglish ' names in com~on uS,e ',h,aye 
been given where possible ', and more 'recently invented names are 
put in q')lotation m.~rks. , , ' 

Miss Cobb sent a. record of Papaver hybridum. a plant d~s
cribed as rare in the "Flora of' 'theBriti'slt ': l~lestt (ClaPJ:iaJ!l.,:, 
rutin and Warburg), and ' said tO' be decreasing in Berkshire in 
the ,-"Flora o:f Berkshire ,(H. J. M." Bowen'>. , . '. - . . . . - . . " ' " .. 

Dr. Bowen sent lists of plants fo~nd on Woodley and 
Sma11ni'ead tips', ' 'and Mr . ' Cart-er' a list' of plants:found i ,n Ntui:ey 
Green chalk pit. These pia:nts are' placed at the end of the 
report ;as they, a,re more in-teresting considered together than ,as ' 
separtite r"e'c'ords". " , . " ' , " " " ',' ,' ' .' 

,Dr. Toothill 'has very- kindlypoirl'ted ' out an error 'in the , 
previous issue of the Reading Naturalist (No. '23). On page 35. 
the l~cati~n fQ,r Ghr,ysanthemum, segetum ~. , sh~,uldbe uField near 
Aston", and "Marshy g,rourid n~ar the, "river Loddon" refers t 'o " 
another plant, Thalic"trum :tlavum L. which was accidentally 
omitted wheh,. my ;·~typewr.·i.tten ·co.py· "'W'ElS ~rnade ·. · .~ . , 

", ",# • 

List of Mem'ber~s' , Records ., 

ASj)lenium adtantwn-nigrum L~~Ble.ck Sp1eenwort' 
Cuxham., (LEe) ,. ' 

Asplenium ru'ta-mul'aria L. ' 
Cuxham; Little Milton. 

. Wall-Rue 
(LEe) 

Papaver hybridumL. . '-Round Prickly-headed ~Pdppy" 
Cornfields below Thurle Down. NHS walk. (LEC) 

Fumaria micrantha Lag. 
Thurle Down. NHSwa1~. (I;.EC) 

Viola odorata L. Sweet V.iolet 
Swyn~ombe Downs, nea.i"Worth -Parm. (LEe) 
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Hypericum montanum L. ' 'Mountain st. Johni, s' Wott." . 
Stonor .Park. . (HJMB) 

*+ Silene muscipula L. 
One plant in pave.mentcreV'iceat AE~E; ' Harwell" 'B,~rk~:· •. 

*Vaccaria pyramidata 'M.ed,ic. " 
. Garden at Caversham. ' sent in by R. G. Messenger. (HJMB) 

. :" . 

+Lavatera ~rborea L. " Tr~e Mallow , 
Flbwer~d - fro~ ' s~adlin~ foun~ at Woodle~ ti~, Berks., ' in 1969: 

(HJMB) 

Geranium lucidum L. 'Shining Cranesbill' 
Bere Court Drive, Pangbourne. NHS walk. Found by Dr. B. 

KaIn~ : , (Em) 

Sanguisorba officinalis L. ' Great ' Burnet ', , 
One plant seen at Kenne't MeadoW's, Sulhamp6tead'~ ~ NHS walk. 

, (LEC~ 

Daphne laureola L. Spurge Laurel 
Wood near Quick's Green. (JT) 

Viscum album L. " , Mistletoe , ' , 

. On Maple, Hawthorn and Apple; ,;HamsteadPark, Berks. , ,' ( HJMB) , 

Thesium humifusum DC~ !Bastard~6adflax' 
Widespread on chalk grassland .at GatehamptonQ (EMT) 

Myrrhis odorata (L.) Scop. Sweet Cicely , 
Roadside between Stonor and Henley, well ' estaplished.. (HJMB) , 

Bupleui-um: roturidifolium L.- Hafe's-ear, Thqrow-wax 
Prospect Street, Caversham. Mrs. 'Sambrook, 15.8.71. (HC) 

Oenanthe aqua tica (L.) Poir • . ' ~Fine-l:aved Wate~" Dr'c5pwort' , ' 
Sulham Pond. (EMT) 

Foeniculum vuigAre 'Mtlf. 
Roadside; May's Green, Oxon. 

F~n~el 
(HJMB) , 

Polygonum bistorta L. Snake-root., Easter-ledges ~ 'Bistcfrt' 
By canal near Hamstead Mar.shal-I, Berks. (HJMB) .. 

Anagallis arvensis L. Scarlet Pimpernel 
Pink form at Bradfield C,?mlI!.on. n~aI1 the Bladebane.(JMW) 

. ,.,. . 

Vinca minor L. Lesser PEfr:Lwinkle 
Roadside (northside) near ~ Quick's Gre,en. ' " 
Roadside (southside}, near Thurle Grange." ; (JT) . 

Gentianella germanica (Willd.) . Borner 
Swynconibe Downs, NHS walk. (LEC) 

'. i 

Gentianella amarella (L.) Bo.rner Felwort 
Swyncombe Downs, NHS walk. , (LEC) 

Cynoglossum officinale L. Hound's-tongpe 
StonoI' Park, Oxon. (HJMB) 
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Cuscuta epithymuIIi.(L. ')L. ' 'Common Dodder· 
Chalk grassland, Gatehampton, and Sulham' Woodson. Lotus. 

(EMT) 

Atropa bella-d.onnf\- L. . Dw~le, Deadly ·Nightshade · 
Stonor Park, Oxon. and Blount's Court, . Sonning Common, 

30.10.70. (Mr". : 'l'a.j4or} (HO) 

Antirrhinum orontium L. Weasel's Snout, Calf's Snout . 
Churchyard, Pangbourne. , Lowei- Buckiebury .. C ol!lI!lon, ':rUlS·'-walk-. 

" . • .' ," . ' 1 ••.•• (ENT) ,. ' 

Linaria re pe ne (L.) ~ill. 
Thurle Down. , NHS walk~ . 

'Pale , T,oadflax' 
(LEC) 

Chaenorhinum minus (L.) · L~nge 'Small Toadflax' 
Thurle Down, NHS walk~ Pl~ntifu:L .• , (LEC) 

Kickxi~ ·s.puria (L·.) Dum. , .Fluelleml. . 
Thurle Down, ' NHS walk. PlentifuL (LEe) 

Kickxia elatine (L.) Dum. 
Thurle Down, NHS walk. PlentifUl. ,(LEe) 

Orobanche minorSm. 'Lesser Broomrape' 

, .' 

Plenti~ul 9nrough · ch~lk slope west of Stoneycroft Plantation" 
Whitchurch, also in pasture, _Hardwick ,Farm. (ENT) 

< r ; " •.• •• - • 

Verbena officinalis ·L. _-Vervain 
Thurle Down, NHS, walk • . . (LEO) 

Sal viahorminQid eS " Pourr • Wild C lary 
Road verge, Whitchurch. Ten fine plants cut when in ,,full . 
blo()m by roaddut.ter. ' (00)' 

, . 
LamiUin ~mplexicaule L. Henbit 

Swyncombe 'Downs, NHS walk. .' .. (LEC) , 

Galeopsis angustifoliaEhrh. ex Hoffm. 

Swyncombe Downs, NHS walk. " (L1JJ:C) 
Cultivated field, Tidmarsh. :: (EMT) 

·Campanula rapunc'uioides "L. ' 
Swyncombe Downs. (LEC) 

'Narrow-leaved Hemp-
. '. ' nettle -- . 

Campanula glomerata L. 'Cluste'red ' Be'11flower' 
Swyncombe Downs, N~1S walk. ; ". '·{LEC) 

~gousia hybrida (r..) ,Delarb. , 1i~riti~, s~ Looking-glass 
Swyncombe; ThurleDown. . (LEC)' , . 

. . . 

Adoxa moschatellina L. ' ; " Moschat'el., · Townh:all' Clock. 
Flint House, Goring, 15.4.71. ' Woodb~r" Marley 'Tile pit, 

30.4. 7~ '( HO) 

Picris echioides L. 
Little Milton. (LEC) . 
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*Nothoscordum inordorum(Ai:t i T" NiCholson .. . 
Middle Assendon, Oxon. Found by Mrs. V. N. Paul. 

Iris foetidissima L. Gladdon, Stinking Iris 
Several plants in wood near Quick's Green. (JT) . ." . . ", . ' . ' . " 

Festuca heterophylla Lam. 
Roa:dside through ' woodland near Pangbourne. 

' C. E. Hubbard. . (EMT) ' 

Horde.1ymus eur.6paeus (L;) Harz~ 'Wood Barley' 
LayfieldsCopse near Ashampstea:d'. (:E::MT) 

. " 

(HJMB) 

, '.' 

Plants seen at Nuney Green chalkpit, all in about half 'an acre • 
. (HC) , . ' 

Iberis' amara L., Wild Candytuft; Po'llgala' calcarea F. W. Schul tz; 
. Rham~u;e "catharticus L., Buckthorn; , Sorbus a\lcuparia L., Rowan; 

S6;r:bus" a::t:'ia (L.) : Crantz ;Sorbus ~o~IPinalis (L 0') CraI'ltz, Wild 
,Service .. Tre.e;Bl.a"ck.s.to.nia,: perfoliata(~.) Huds." Yellow-wort; 
,Euphra)3ianemorosa -(Pers~.) 'Wallr~, ; Odo.ntites verna (Bell.) Dum., 
'Red 'Barteia'; '. 'Pruhellalaci:tll;ata(L. )LL Cephal.anthera . . 
damaso,ni'Um ' (M~ll. ) .' Druce, WhiteHell~borihe; . Anacampti:s 
p;y:rami.'dalis (L.) Rich., 'Pyramidal Orchid' - this ' last speciies 
'had several hundred bloom~. . 

Plants seen atWoodley t:ip. (HJMB) 
' . , ." . : . . . . . 

. *+.Impatieiis "balsamina. L .. ; *Lu;t?-inus: arboreuB Sims, Tree Lupin; . 
+Phas,e.olus multiflQrus'; ' *Ve:rb"ascum phlomoi,c;ies L. i *Salvia . 

.. hormin;uinL., .. ~Guizotia : 'abys:sinic,a , (L,f • .)Cass.. ;+Tetragonia 
. - expansa · Murr,. ", . 

Plants seen ' at Smallmead ,tip.-: . ·(HJMB) ' ... 
, " " , ' . ",, ' 

*+Amar~nthus retrofleXus L.;' .. ' Cheriopodium hybriduIIi L. ;Sowbane; 
. , *Tro.paeoJ.um ·,pe~egrin~ ~.· i . : Poly;go~umpat'ulum' :Sieb. ;'*Ca:nnabis 
. ,6ativat."Hemp; ', ~Guizotia ,a:byssih~ (L.f.)" Cassd .. +Tagetes 

' erects, L .. ; ",Af!'ican Marigold; " Centa:Urea diluta Aiton; 
*Carthamus tinctorius L.; False Saffron. 



- ·46 -
WEATHER aECORDSnt1970 

by A. E. Moon 
. . . 

The data refer to Reading University Meteorologioal Station. ' This is now situated 
on the eastern side of Whi teknights Park. Reoords were disoontinued a.t the main site irl 
London Road on 31 st Deoember 1967 'after nearly 50 years of aimost 'continuouS reoording. 
As the station is an entirely new siting, the averages ' for the main si te a~tion are no 
longer applioable and are omitted from tl;ds swmnary. A "rain day" is a day on whioh 
rainfall equals or exoeeds 0.01 of an inoh. For, · the designation 'of froat and ground 
frost ~s see Weather Reoords in 1961. . . 

STATIOO .. IfADING UN(VE~ITY. !fIGHT ABOVE t-fAN SEA LEVEL - 226 fto 
.• 

1 
JAN. I FEB • MAR. APR. MAY JJNE JJLY AUG. SEPT. OCT. !«lV. · DEC. 

i 
YEAR . _. 

' ! 

._~l.· ' , ' 44.~44'> .46.1 52.1 . 65.8, 73.0 69:1. 70.8 68.0 .59;1 . 53.1 44.3 57.6 
MEAN MIN. ._J.f.~ 32:4 32.3 n.9 45.9 ·51.8 52:1. ' 52.9 . . 49.8 '41.'> .1.0;5 . 33.8 4i-.r 

DAILY -- 39.2 -. MEAN- ~31l.~~ ·45..0 55.9 '. 62.4 W.7 61.9 . 58 .. 9 . .~ .'8. . 46.-8 ~ JJ.1 ' 50.0 ; TEWERA1lJRES ' .-
14.2. . 19.9 " 21.2 17.0 17.9- 18.2 

t 

Of. IlANII , 9 .!.~, J.?s1 B.8 ~ 14.6 12.6 10.5 1.?d_ 
GRASS MIN. . 28.,0 ! 25.1· 24.1 30.6. ._36.7 . 41~ 44.9 44.5 39~8 36.8 '53.7 28.5 34 .. 6 

' . ' " .. .. 
EXTREr-E :_1, MA~ ... ___ 51 ..53 56 61 15 84 · 87 83 79 (fJ-":.- -61' . 54 87 

TEti'ERA TU RES DATE .'!:.,2 · ? .21.22 20 17 5,6 9 1.1 7 3. 28 11 - 2 3.4 iiTYT 
If. ".l.JiI.RL-_· _ 18 . 20 22 26 36 45 42 41 41 33 29 24 1-8 .• _ 

._QAJ1. .... ___ ." ... _ 1-'..1-- _12....._ .-~ 2 .1L_·..J.t_. 22 18 16 . 8.9.10 16 26 Jan. 7 
" 

E. GRASS MIN. 5 . ...1L. 9 14 25 J3 28 28 28 Z1 17 17 5 ._._-
DATE 4 15 9 2 18 16,26 22 18 .16 zz· 16 26 Jan. 4 

DAYS WIT.!!.£~§T . _._ '101 13 15 6 . - D .. , 0 0 0 ,"0 __ , 0 ' 2 .14 (fJ-
_ .. ...w-.·t·,,· 

23 , 18 9 . .' . o . 1 " - .1 5 err · -14 '25. ft • GROOND FROST ' 19 I 24 .- 1.51 
---
SUNSHINE HOO~ I SUM .. ,37.Qjl15t.L ~?.~ 135.7 223.3 278.3 201.1 197.1r 1fJ. .• 7 n04.6 62,j :50:1. 1688.8 . , __ ..... !t_ ... _ ._,, __ '1r ! -1;1 47 W- 41 44 44 32 .. -2,3 211 

""=~"==::''''''NN •• l-· ~~ ~'MEAN:'-:' 
32 33 ---:r -- 3.00 4.52 7.1.0 9:2if 6049 6~ 5JlJ 1"JT T.W TR 1.19 r 4.12 

i _~Am i 1 88 -PRECIPITATION L . .A.t:!QI.!tII ____ " .. 1..J3 1 95 Q.,~ t 3.33 2.61 1.1& 2.13 0.52 6.40 1~20 29.12 
ins. ~N DAYS 26 18 17 Z5 9 • 6 .16 14: • 12 9 zz 15 .1.BL_~ 

, 'MAX. RAiw ," ." 

0.51 0.33 
.... . . 

.. I~ 1 DAY .. ' 0.51 '0~9~ 0:1.6 2.38. 0.5'\': O~13 . .0.46 . 0.19 . 0~92 0.35 2.38 
I DATE 23 - ill 23 ' 5 . . 9 11 . : 7 18.2~ 12 5 6 . .. .3 June 11 ! 

LONGEST f{JN OF CONSEaJTlVE 
23 r " I 

.. .- ., . 

."".BUti.OA)L" · .... 1_ 4 -2_ 5 I 2~. · 7 . 5 .. . .9 4 8 7 -
LONGEST RlN OF CONSECUT IVE i 

' ... DKi OAXS __ 2 1 5 0 l!L1-19- 3 7 7 11 3 5 -
SNOW .!1.~_~!J.~ DAYS "I-.t- 1-'.1 ___ r-l 7 o i 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 34 

0 
... _H 

DAYS SNOW LYING 5 6 .3 0 i 0 0 0 0 0 '0 4 18 

VISIBILITY ! FOG AT T I I 0900 G.M.T. 6 0 0 1 0 I 0 0 1 1 5 1 3 18 

TIIJNDE~TORM 1 . ...Q~)] . ...QE .. Il!!~ERf-t. 0 ! 1 I 2 ! 4 ! 5 1 3 I 0 I 0 • 1 0 17 
ACTIVITY 1 i 2TOfo 1 1 .. ! r- 0 0 0 r . 0 0 6 I DAYS OF HAIL . 1 I t !! i I 

I 



January 

February " 

March 

April 

June 

August" 

47" 

!:!Q!ITHJ..Y,WEA.!lI1;R-J~~TES ., ' 1970 

A mild, dull and we~ ~month after a cold start. It 
was the wettest January since 1948 and the dullest 
~{~ce " i955. .' " 

; .. 

A rather cold but very sunny month; it was the sunni
est Februar1s~rice sunshine ~e~ords were started in 
Reading in 1939. ' 

Cold and rather wintry; the coldest March since 1962. 

The cold weather of March continued into this month 
and it proved to be the coldest April ~ince 1922 with 
1936 the next coldest. Temperature reached 600 F for 
the first time this year on 16th. 

A fine and dry month; it was the warmest May since 
1964, driest since 1961 and the s~nnies;t since '1.966. 

This was 'the warmest June sinc'e' 1960 and the sunni
est s,i~c,~ 1_952~, ,: Thl.ln.derE?t9;rm~,_in, the evening of , 
11th p;roduced 2.38 inches of , rain, 1.84 inches of 
whi.ch" fell :i-n --29 miriutes 'in the ' hour ended 17 ~oo ' 
G.M.T. and this can be classified as a "very rare tl 

f ,B;ll ~ ;Flooping occurred in the ,Pepper Lane
~niv~~~~ty-Christchurch Green areas. The total rep
resents ' the: 'h.eaviest ' fall recor'dedat 1heUniversity 
stations on anyone day' since reliable records began 
about, 1920. This rainfall ended ~ ."dry spell" of 
"20 days. 

During a heavy thunderstorm, between 02.30 and 03.10 
G.M.T. on the 8th, 0.42 of ~n inch df rain fell in 
12 minutes at 02.35. 

This was the sunniest August since 1964, but the 20th 
,was ,~?e coldest August day since 6th, 1962 (57°F). 

September The w~rmest September since 1964 and the sunniest 
, sine e~~ 1-966. 

' October 

November 

As'· October last year, thi~ proved an unusu~lly 'dry 
montn~ ' and temperat~re was a little -above thenbrma1. 

Exceptionally wet; the wettest November since 1951 
when the total was' 6.64 inches. ' Six inches has only 
been exceeded twice before this in this month -
rtam~Iy ' 19'40;" o~24 11i ches ' and 1929, '''0'.5'8 inches. -" 

December , The driest December since 1963. The first snow of 
the winter fell on Christmas Eve with a little snow 
lying on Christmas morning. 
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. ATMOSPHERIC ' POLLUTION . 

1970 

Measurements of smoke concentration and su.1phur dioxide 
(S02) are summarised in the following table. They constitute 
the results of daily measurements of smoke and S02 pollution .by 
air filter and volumetric method respe'ctively from apparatus 
installed in the Geography Department, Reading University, at 
Whiteknights .• 

A star against a month indicates that the eleetricity 
supply was interrupted at some time during the period in which 
the ~pparatus was in operation~ ' 

Smoke Concentration 
Microgrammes per cu. m. 

j" Month :Mean I Hi~hest Lowest 

I Janua;ry 40 r 140 4th 4 11th 
! 

I February 33 95 i4th 7 21st 

I Mereh 79 . 27 9th 5 20th., . i 
29th,30th 

I April 17 58 13th 4 21st,22nd 

May 14 44 5th 3 20th 
1 

June· 1 11 " 30 ,8th,ll 28th I 

I 
I lOth . I 

Sulphur Dioxide (S02) 
Concentration 

Microgrammes per eu.m. 

. ' Mean 1. Hig:hest Lo~ 

.. 115 1 264 . 4th 56 11th 
I i 215 i3th 7th, 8th! , 100 42 
I 1 . 

·1 
I 

8th 38 30th 1 101 1 194 

[U9 
I 

j " I 
I 68- 13th 30 16th! 
I 
I 91 ; 165 5th 42 31st ! 

I 

I 81 17.6 12th 43 '24th I 
I 

i 16 16th I 0 
i 

July I 6 26t~ ,27t~' 1 47 117 27th 12 18th ,i I 
I 

, 
.', 21st,23r~ ! L 

August I 13 4227th ' 
I 

198 26th 38 0 15th 70 i 19th 1 I September i i 
15 43 23rd 2 8th, 9th 1 66' , 

186 ,, 21st 3i 
.. 

i3th I I 

I October I 37 120 17th 4 4th I., 92 .259 .. 16th .33. 5th! , I 
! November* I 27 13426th 7 3rd I 59 246 . 26th 20 13th ,I 

I. ,. I 
20th I 

I December*!" 52 150 9th 6 2nd,2.4th 80 250 31st 26 i .'. . i 
19th I 

I 
I Year 24 i 150 9th o 26th,27th 81 

r 
264 4th 18th 

I 
i 12 I 

I Deo. July ' j Jan. ' . 21st 
15th ! 23rd I ! I Aug • . July I I 
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WEATHER RECqRDS m 1971 

by A. , E. Moon 

The data refer to Reading University Meteorologioal Station. On 31st Deoember 
1970 the station was moved to a new site on the level ground adjoining Bridges Hall 
oydng to bUilding and development of , the Plant Sciences 'grounds on which the ata. tion has 
been situated for the past two years. Recorda began on: the new site on 1st January this 
y~ar. As in the ,past two years, ~is b~ing a,new site,the averages for the London Road 
s;tte are no longer applicable and are omitted from this summary. A "rain day" is a ~ 
otl whioh rainfall equals or exoeeds 0.2 mm. or more. (Rainfall measurement in ~li-
metres was brought into foroe on 1st January this year.) For the designation of frost 
,atld ground frost da;ys see Weather Reoords in 1961. ' 

Sl'ATlOO - IlADING UNIVERSITY HEIGHT ABOVE IfAN SEA LEVEL - 215 ft. 

=.~:==..=·=:=='=:J;~T;;;:r IIIB.-}PR.-L~ I.Jl!IE I JJly I ~·I Sf!'! ~ oct, I !IQY"P~'Ti ._ .... ~~.R ..... _ 
MEAN ' ,.~.~..!. ... ____ .. 45Jj 46.5 47 .Z~,h 53.2 . 63.3 62.5 73.7 68.8 68.0! 61.9 I 49.9 48.0; '1.5 , .• 

DAILY ' MIN. , ' ' 35.1 34'~1 3.5.4 I 39~1 44.5 48.7 54.9 54.8 48.3 45.0 36.4 39.6' 43.1 
'.-~.---- r-:" ", ," -

TEHPE~ruRES .. JU.~ ... ~~.... 40.1 ' 40.3 412! 46.1 53.9 55.6 64.3' 61.8 58.1 53.5 43.1 43.8 ~.3 
RANGE 9.9 12.4 _ 12.3 14.1. 18.8! B.818.8 114.0 19.7 16.9 13.5 8.4 14.4 

. ____ ..;....;G-RA-~ ..... ~!. lli:, 30.5 27~0 28.2 \-32.5 I ~.7 ,43.4 45.1 48.0 38.4 37.1 28.8 ~.a 35'r' 

EXTREME '.;.,E. MA~":__ 54 . 53 55 69 I 12 Tl 84 n 76 73 61 " 84 
TEMPE~ruRES DATE ?3 Z1 24.30 1 22 11,12 . 2,24 11 19 1 8 2 1,2 ,20,21 .lily 11 

,1:. MIN. ' 2225 Z3 31 3Z ' 40 45 45 I 38 ,33_25 I) Lt. 
.... DATE .. __ . 4) 16 7: '/J 3 13 18 117 118 7,15 20 ' 1 Jan. 4,5 

E.' GRASS .MIN. ,13 15 •• ' 14 · 17 19 29 ' 28 32 'l1 19 ', 12 11! 1Z 
"-oir-- 5 16 5 723! 27 I 3 ! 13 , 18 8 18 7 20 I 1 Nov. ZO 

DAYS WrrH7'R~T .--;. ,9 J 8 '1i>cp-"-roi'~' 0 0'- 0 0 l 0 I 9 13. 4'- ..... -
• • "-'GRWNi)"'F~-1T- -20 22 ,115 I 12 rr-r1' . 0 ! 7 10 20 -r:JO 133, 

~;;=;. HOJRS I&JM. 'JJ.,s 78.7 .. 109.Z 129.8 1246~7 1146.8 247.6 151~O "79.3 149.4 107.0 ~.o 1619.0 """ r-i ~.. 15 28 30! 31 51 i 30 , ~ ' ~ 47 4540 14 36-

_. • Cp-iilY,l.2ti. 1.Z7 2.81 3.5Z ,4.33. I 7.961 4.89 1.7.:t9 ! 4.87 I 5.98 i 4.8Z 3.57 · ,1.10! 4.43 _. 

Pf{C1PITATlON r~~NT' , . 91.6 17.2 54.2 . .53.6 I· 47.0 lt55.3 19..0 j n3.4 i 8.5 I 56.9 5
1
6
1
.2 ' Z96!ltlr .. 1~.6 ~_ ... 

.... fRAIN DAYS 188 . 15 . 9 1,1 ' ! 1'3 81 20,!4 11 ;/1 

~x. RA IN " . ' ! ' I. ' ! ' . 1 i I , 

I IN 1 DAY 11.,4 7.4 15.1 1Jl . .gjJ4.5 ! 54.7t 7.2 .18.4 ! 4.2 i 17.2 17.8 11.1 i 54.7 
jOATE ...... __ . r-26"~14 i 17 z:r-Ti4Tl0 r 30 20 Z6! 16 " 519; .ime to 

lOOSEST IVN CF tofSEruT lYE , i i! !, . jl. I 
WItH DAYS 12 6 7 5 i 8 ~ 4 ! 4 I 7 ! 4 3 4 i Z! .. 

LONGEST IVN OF cOOEruTrVE 11 56 ! 71 I. 17 I 3 I Z3 I 8 I: 12 I1 

" DR( DAYS 2._ ++= 7: f ---4 i i;; -
SO OR SLEET DAYS 5 3 7 1 i 0 i 0 , 0 I 0 ! 0 ! 0 1! 1 18 
DAYS StOIlYltIJ 1 0 i r- -oTo~-'ot 0 ,I ' 0 I 0 -'f' '0 O! 0 Z i 

=-
93'0001010100 

! ! I i 1 ! i 3 3 i 4 22 
VIS lBILITY Fm AT 

0900 6-".1. 
OOt{)ER)TOIft 1 0 0 1 4 I 0 i Z 5 0 DAYS (f TIIJtI)ER f 0 ! 1 i 0 14 

~!._IV_(IT ____ ~i_DA_YS __ ~_~_'_IL __ M-l __ ~! _O __ ~O __ M-0 __ ;~' _O~I __ 0~1 __ 0~I __ l ____ 0~ ______ ~ __________ ~ ! 1 i 0 I 0 ) 
! 



January 

' February 

, M~!rch 

. , April 

- June 

August 

n'September 

October " 

November 

Decemher 
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MONTHLY WEATHER NOTES, 1971 

Very cold for f~rst five days then mild with rainfall 
above average~" 

' The driest f~br:itary since-, 196$; average temperature 
and sunshine ~bcive normal~ , 

A rather 'coldmqnth with 's'u?lshi,rie below average. 

This wastge ,dul.1est April sinc,e 1966. Temperat.ure 
reached ~O F for the ,first time this year on15th~ , 

The sunniest May since 1956. 

This -was the, coldest and wettest June since reliable 
records becam~ available at - th~ University ~n 1921. 
June 1935 w~s the previous ~ettest with 4.32 inches 
(109.7mI!i.). It was also the , dullest June since 1956. 

In contrast' to' June 'thifi monthwa,s the driest since 
1955 and cl dro'u[sht ' period 6f 17 days ended early on 
21st. 

Cool and with rather less sunshine than average .. ' 

A remarkably dry and sunny lponth; it was the supniest 
September since 1964 and th,e driest since 1959. A 
drought period of 24 days ended ~n 2~th. 

This was the sunniest October since sunshine records 
began in Reading in 1-939 and temperature was well 
above average. 

The sunniest Novemb'er since R?a(jing sunshine records 
began in 1939a.nc1 ', the. QItlyNbvember , to reach ' or 

, exceed 100 hours ' in · that, ' per;Lqd. ' ,The' firfit ,air, frost 
occurred' op' 7tharidfirst ~n9w of ,the, rresent ,winter 
0!l ' 23rd. ',' 

The warmest Dece~~e; '~in6ei~~~ ~nd the driest ' ~ince 
1963. , 

" 
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ATMOSPHERIC .POLLUTION 

Measurements of smoke concentraXiona!ld sulphur d10xide 
( S02) are sum~arised in the following tab1·e. Th~y C6~~ti tute . the 
results of da~ly meat:)urements of smoke and ' S02pol1ut~on by: a~r 
filter and vo1:umetric plethod respectively' frpm appaFp.tus 
installed in the Geography Department, Reading University, at 
Whiteknights. 

. .. 

Smoke . Concentration Sulphur Dioxide (S02) 

Microg.rammes per cu •. m. Concentration 
Micr.ogrammes . per. cu • m. 

.. 
I 

~. Month Mean · Highest Lowest ·Highest · Lowest - .. 

January 49 . 193 2nd ' 6 18th 73 375 13th ° 24th . , . 

February 07 ' ~3- 22nd, ' 2 13th , 14th, 80 151 7th 6 14th 

Marc:tJ, 22 61 7th 2 18th 85 , 166 29th 44 15th 
-

April 20 52 1st 1 24th 82 291 1st 21 9th 

May 13 (:;1 5th 0 29th . 63 ·223 5th 6 7th 
, ' . 

,. 9th 

June 6 '23- 22nd 0 26th ' 42 ·71 22nd 24 27th 

July 9 26 8th 1 24th,25th 66 136 3rd 31 25th 
31st 

August 8 35 25th 0 1st, 12th 47 108 25th- 27 31st 
. , 14th ... . 

... ' . 

September 28 93 ' 15tl'J. 0 ... 26th '73 ~42 21st ' 25 26th . ' . . . . .. 

October 26 154 29th '1 17th,' ~8th 75 193 · 29th , 32 18th 

November 31 101 11th 4 27th 91 ,219 . llth 45' 2nd,3rd 
16th 

, , . .' 

I December 31 166 . 5th. ,2 . . 19th ' 79 219 6th ·32 29th 
. , . . , . 

Year 23 193 2nd ' 0 29th MaY" 71 ~75 13th 0 24th 
Jan. 26th In. . " Jan. Jan • 

. 1st, 12,th 
14th AU& .. 

26th Sp!:. I 


