
The Reading Naturalist 
No. 13 

Published by the Reading and District 

Natural History Society 

1961 

Price to Non-members­
Two Shillings & Sixpence 



-1 .. 

TEE READDfG NA.TURALIST 

No.13 for the Year 1959-60. 

The Journal of 

The Reading ruld District Natural History Society 

President: 

J.F. Newman, B.Sc., F.R.E.S. 

Hon. Secretary: Editor: 

Mrs. A. Fishlock,. Enid M. Nelmes, 

Editorial Sub-Committee 

The Editor, B.li. Baker, Miss L.E. Cobb, A. Price, Mrs. A.M. Simmonds 
~iss S.Y. Townend 

Honorary Recorders 

Botany: Miss K.I. Butler 

Entomology: B. R. Baker, Esq. 

Geology-: Professor H. L. Hawkins, F.R.S. 

Ornithology: Dr. E o V. Watson 

Mammals: Mr. C. Johnson 

1961 



- 2 -

C 0 If T E H T S 

Meetings and Excursions 1959-60 

The Young Natural.ists' Evening 

The Council for Nature 

Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire 
Natural.istsf Trust. 

Natural History of the Chilterns 

Weather Data for 1960 

Presidential Address: Change arid Decay 

Extracts from the Annual Reports of the 
Honorar,y Recorders: 

Entomology 
Ornithology 
Botany 

Fungi at Kingwood Common (Supplemen~ary List) 

Observations : 
A Rare Alien in Berkshire 
Crmm Galls on Daphne and Branble 
Crematogaster scutellaris -

an unusual record 

Trapping Small Mammals 

Notes on Microlepidoptera of the Reading Area 
I. Hints on c0llecting for yo~~ Entomologists 

Biological. Notes on some Trypetids (Diptera) in 
South Oxfordshire and Central Berkshire 

A study of the Heathland Flora of the Reading Area 

Unnatural History 

List of Members 

s. Y. Townend. 

A.G. Bourne 

A.E • . 1!oon 

~ 
4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

10 

Prof. H.L.Hawkins 11 

B.R. Baker 
E.V. Watson 
K.l. Butler 

A.M. SiIrnnonds 
D. Leatherdale 

H.H. Carter 

H.H. Carter and 
C • .1ohnson 

H. Dolton 

D. Leatherdale. 

.1.G. Hoc1gson 

T. Year 

12 
17 
20 

26 

27 
27 

28 

29 

40 

42-

46 

53 

56 



- 3 -

Editorial 

The growing membership ' and wider aci;ivi ties of the Reading & District 
Natural Histo1"'J Society are reflected in the greater length of this part of its 
Journal, in which is represented the work of a complete cross-section of the 
SOCiety, from some of the youngest in years, years of membership, or both, to 
some of the most senior. Several members have responded to o~ invi. tati on to 
submit observations and papers, ani we }:lope still more willdoso for the next 
part. 

In thanking all our contributors for their support, we take· the opportunity 
of express ing our gratitude and appre ci at ion to Hr. Parry, who, though. not a 
member, has for ten years kindly provided us with meteorological data. This 
task has now been taken over by Mr~ A. E. Moon, whom we welcome am:mg our ranks. 
VIe elso thank the Director of the l[useum ani Art Gallery, Mr. T. L. Gwatkin, for 
granting production facilities, the Cultural and Entertainments Corrmittee of the 
Reading County Borough Council for a gererous grant towards the cost of the 
Journ.al, and all who have helped with the work of publicati on .. 

A PRELnWARY LIST OF BERKSHIRE MICRO-FUNGI. 

By Harold Owen 
(Department of At,"TicuHural Bota.n;r, Uni­

versi ty of Reading) 

This considerable paper, which 'was published at the end of 
1960 as a supplement to "The Reading Naturalist" No.12 and occu-' 
pies 30 pages, is available at Is. 3d. per copy to members and 
2s.6d. to non-members. 

Any members ~Qth observations of general or topical interest that do not, 
by their subject or nature, fall within the scope of the Recorders· Reports, 
are imrited to submit accounts (typed, with dDuble spacing, if anyhow possible, 
please) for consideration for the next part OI the "Reading Naturalist" before 
1st January 19620 Offers CI longer articles WOQld also be welcomed. 
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M:eetings ana. E:x:c:;.rsions 1929=_60 

The winter progr~~ of evening meetings opened with the Annual General 
Meeting (attendance 37), and at the next meetil:Jg Professor H.L. Hawkins gave his 
Presidential Address on the subject of "Change and DecSiY" (40). Apart from two 
evenings set aside for 1Iembers t Exhibits (both with an attendal.1.ce of 40), the re­
maining meetirl..gs were devoted to lectures. The speakers and their subjects were 
Dr. F. Baronyovits, "Desert plants and citrus orchards in California" (60), Dr. 
K.H. Mann, "Animal. life in rivers"(27 - a snmvy evening); Dr. Winifred Page, "The 
flora of a rabbit pellet" (34); W".tr. D. Leatherdale, "The st~ of plant galls" 
(35); The Earl o:f Cranbrook, IISmall British mammals" (76); Professor O. V.S. Heath, 
"Stomata" (41). Unfortunately, fog prevented 1Ifr. Maxwe11 Knight from coming to 
give a promised talk, and his place was talcen by Dr. J. Tovmroo, who spoke about 
"A trip to the Shetlands and the Farce s" (45). 

An innovation this winter was a programme o:f outdoor meetings on the first 
Saturday of each month, which got off to a flying start in November, when 12 en-
thusiastic members walked from Dunsden Green to Enuner Green in thick fog. Other 
walks were to Aldermaston gravel pits in December (10); :from Pangbourne through 
Sulham Woods to Tilehurst in January (8); to Aborfield in February (12); and to 
Coley Park heronryin March (22). 

The summer excursions were as follows:- April 9th Beenr~m for spring flowers 
and birds (8); April 23rd, Stoke Row for cherry blossom; May 7th, Nuney Green for 
woodcraft (13); May 21st, Aldermaston Court, by kind permission (about 30); June 
1st, Wokefield Common, for plants and freshwater biology (15); June 11th, Bix for 
orchids (29); June 25th, Wellington College, by kind permission of the Grand 
Master (35); June 29th, Reading University Agricultural Botanical Gardens (20); 
July 9th, Blewbury Hill, far chalk flora (11); July 13th, Dunsden Green (6); 
July 23rd, Pamber Fcrest, for :r-lant galls; Cl meeting open to the Berkshire, 
Buckinghc.'1lD.shire arid Oxfordshire Haturalists t Trust (31); August 6th, Heckfield 
Heath and Riseley Mill, for water plants (8); August 11th, Hazeley Hea:th, for 
Sphagnum bog (9); August 20th, Henley to Sonning Cormnon (6); September 3rd, 
Swallowfield Park, by kind invitation of Sir Arthur Russell (17); September 17th, 
Bradfield (8); October 1st, Ki~vood Common, Fungus Foray (morning 14, afternoon 
32). 

South-eastern liaturalist 

Middle-Thames Naturalist 

Publications Received 

Journal of the North Gloucestershire NQturalHistory Socie~ 

Bird Report of the North Gloucestershire Natural History SOCiety 

Report of Bradfield College Natural Ristor,y Society 
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Report on the Young Naturalists' EVening held on 23rd March 1960 

The YOlL'1g :rlaturalists' Eve..'1ing' held in 1959 was such a success that it was 
,decided worth while trying to make this an annual event. So on the 23rd March 
the Town Hall was well filled with Reading1s Young naturalists. 

The first part of the programme again took the form of a Nature Brains Trust, 
with Mr. Maxwell Knight, Professor H.L. Hawkins, Mr. J. Ounsted am Mr. K.E.L. 
Sinnnons kindly serving on the panel and. Wll'. W.A. Smallcombe as Questionmaster. 

The reponse of Reading school children to the request for questions was even 
greater than in 1959 for 511 questions were submitted. Unfortur~tely there was 
time to anSVler only 11 of these. 

Two book prizes were given by Mr. MaxVlell Knight and six by the Hatural 
History Society. These were presented by the Right Worshipful the MBlfor of 
Reading, AldermanA. Haslam as follO\vs:-

Best question by a boy: 

Ian Briggs, Uorcot Prilnary School (l~ years). 

Best question by a girl: 

Christina Tozer, The Hill Pri.TIJ.arySchool (11 years). 

Other prizes: 

Mary Belcher, Battle Junior School (11 years); Jennifer Curtis, Alfred . 
Sutton Secondarl Girls' School (13 years); Brian Woods, Redlands Primary 
School (S years); Marian Davies, St. :M:ichri.el's Primary School (11 years); 
Gillia.'1 Papworth, Kendrick School (13 years); Alison Johnson, Whitley Park 
Junior School (8 years); Janette Cameron, Vlestwood School (11 years, 11 
months); and Roberta Foster,The Abbey Junior School (9 years). 

The colour film "Journey into Spring", ~~howing the naturoJ. history of Sel­
'bourne, was then screen~d. 

It was again a very successful evening with everyone concerned determined to 
repeat the v~nture in 1961. 

Shirley Y. Townend. 

We congratulate one of" our young members, Paul Reiter, on winning the Laffan 
Prize for Natural History (Junior Section) with a study on toad migration and a 
well-known member, John Hodgson, on being highly commended in the same section 
with a study of clovers in a small area in Tilehurst. We aLso congratulate Huw 
P. Thomas, a pupil at one of our member schools (Reading School) on winning the 
Prize in the Senior Section viith a study of spiders of a suburban house and 
garden. 
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The Council for Nature 

In 1960 our Society joined. the Council for Nature, an organisation found.ed. in 
July 1958, and. by so d.oing we are now in the company of 47 national societies, 176 
local societies, 11 county naturalists' trusts, 9 school and. college societies and 
13 museums. All these comprise the wid.e bocly of naturalists to which the Council 
for Nature extends its several services. It is in essence a central consultative 
body linking amateur, specialist and. popular interest in riature~ history. 

Among the aims C?f the Council for nature we find: 

"To provide a standing advisory service 9 available to member bodies and 
others. On appropriate occasions to orga~ise public opinion and to make 
representations to Local Authorities and GovernrJent Depe.rtments, and if 
necessary to Parliament, in respect of any matters properly the concern 
of the Council Q't' its member boclies. To assist the work and deval opment 
of member bodies, and gererally to arouse and stimulate public interest 
and to educate public opinion in natural history and the need for the con­
servation of nature and natural resources ll • 

The Council also organises a Conservation Corps of some 700 young volunteers 
who devote short periods of their spare time to such work as scrub clearance, 
drainage, tree felling and planting, mainly on si tElS in which the County 
Naturalists' Trusts have an interest. Tasks lasting for a day or week-end to 
up to two weeks have been undertalcen at such well known places as Wood-wal ton 
Fen and Askham Bog. The Carnegie U~lited Kingdom Trust has me..de a gererous grant 
enabling the organiser of the Conservation Corps to meet costs of accorrnnodation 
and to help towards the fares of the vvorking IJ<."1.rties. Should work be required 
on sites with which our own Naturalists' Trust is associated then the Conser­
vation Corps could rightly be approached to assist. The Intelligence Unit of 
the Council, under the directorship of Wll'. R.S.R. Fitter, collects and indexes 
information on the work being undertaken by societies, groups c..nd inviduals in 
the whole field of natural history and conservation. ~ members of our 
Socie~J ' wishing information on a particular natural history topic can seek the 
aid of the Intelligence Unit. T~ing one of the many requests published in 
"News for Naturalists" (copies of which we as a member society receive) as an 
example, we read - "The August Syrphid inv1J.sion of the South East Counties -
RoA. French, Rothnmuted Experinental Station, Harpenden, Herts, would like to 
know whether the purposive flight or presence of. unusually large nunbers of 
syrphids (wasp-like blacl( and yellow flies) has been noted in other parts of 
the country than in the south east". We he.vefairly recently had a very full 
paper on syrphids published ir: our own Reading Naturalist end it is therefore 
easy to appreciate hOV'l such a request for inform1J.tion as the one mentioned above 
could have effective results fron meI!lbers of a natural histol""',f society who vlOuld 
not by any means be specialist entomologists. 

Finally the Films Officer of the Council will give advice to those wishing 
to try "t-heir hnnd at cinenatography, or what might, perhaps, be of more 
~rlmediate use to us, a list of films which can be borrowed by societies for 
showing to their members. 
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The Berkshire, Buckillgh8Jllshire n...'1d Oxfordshire 
Naturnlistsl Trust 

The ~lSt has now been inexistence for fifteen months and for most of this 
period its activities have been guided by a Provisional Executive Committee. 

On January 22nd, 1961 the first meeting of the COWlcil of the Incorporated 
Trust took place at Oxford and we now look forward to a year of inoreased 
activi ty dUJ.~ing vmich it is hoped to commence a re-surveying of the m.a.ny Sites 
of SPecial Scientific Interest (s.S.S.IIS) which fall vd thin our area. 

During the first year we have had to consider what action might be taken on 
a number of sites scattered over a wide area, but roombers of this Society will 
doubtless be most interested in the activities of the Trust which have a bearing 
upon places within the Reading district. 

For instance, some concern was felt by the residents 1.."l the Woodley area over 
the proposal to acquire lam, consisting of gravel pits and surroWlding woodland 
much frequent~d by birds, for use as refuse disposal sites. This natural bird 
sanctuary has been the subject of a report by the R.O.C. The Trust supported 
the Woodley Parish COWlcil in their' efforts to retm'n part of the lend as a bird 
reserve, and an agreement was reached in November whereby about 10 acres of 
ground will be left Wldisturbed. 

An agreement has also been mrule between the Trust and the owner of one of the 
two sites on the Ber.kshire Downs where the Pasque FlORer grows. We have been 
granted pennission to fence off a small area, enclosing the largest patch of the 
plants, in order to investigate the cause of lack of flowering of the Pasque 
Flower in this locality. . 

In the Crowthorne area the setting up of a bird sanctu.c.:ry at a well-known 
lake is beir~ investigated by one of our roombers, anI in the Kennet Valley we 
hope it may be possible to lease a marsh;y- area where, as recent work has shown, 
a number of very Wlcommon insects are known to breed. 

We would welcome any rep'arts from members of this SOCi'i3ty of instances where 
important natural habitats or Wlcornmon animals and plants are threatened by 
development. 

Further bulletins will be issued to roombers during the year and any inforra­
ation on Trust matters ~ be obtained from the Hon.Local Secreta,r,y Berkshire 
(WU'. B.R. Baker), or from the Meru.bership Secretary (Miss S.Y. Townend) both at 
Reading Museun .. 

The membership to date for the 3 counties is:- 351: Berkshire 
Buckinghamshire 
Oxf ordshire 

99 
III 
141 
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NATURAL HISTORY OF THE CHILTERns 

Arthur G. Bourne. Hon. Secretary 
Chilte~ ResearCh Comoitteeo 

The Chiltern Research Comoittee was formed to encourage and co-ordinate resea:rch 
and field-work in :the Chilterns, a large natural region, relatively unknown to, 
but of great interest to the naturalist. 

The COnu:J.ittee, made up as it is of natural history societies in or aijoining the 
region, launched its first year with five researCh projects, each organised by 
an expert and deSigned to stimulate the interest of naturalists in the nember 
societies. 

Table 1. 

Group 

Birds 

Insects 

Plants 

Geology 

CGR.C. Projects launched in 1960, 

Project 

Status of the woodlark and wood-wc..rbler 

Clifden blue butterfly, lillited with its 
food plan, the horseshoe vetch 

Vicia craccn - aggregate distribution 
Juniper distribution 

Drift Deposits over the Chalk 

Organiser 

Mr. R.A.F. Gillnor 

Mr. E:rnest Taylor 

Mr. D.A. Jones 
Mr. R.S.R. Fitter 

Professor H.L. 
Hawkins FRS. 

In 1961, the COnBittee is introducing six more projects, bringing the total to 
eleven and ' theroby increasing the scope to suit the wide variety of interests 
of the r.tembers. 

Table 2. C.R.C. Projects launched in 1961 

Group Project 

Mar.'lJ:lals Distribution and status of the nuntjac 

Birds .Distribution and status of the nuthatch 

Reptiles & Distribution and status of the reptiles 
Anphibians and amphibians 

Molluscs 

Plants 

Distr.ibution of colour forrJs of Cepaea 
nenoralis 

Distribution of Candy-Tuft 

Distribution of Fungi 

Orgnirlser 

:Mr. T.J 0 Pickvance 

Mr. A.G. Bourne 

Lt.Colonel Taylor 

Dr. A.J. Cain 

Mrs. V. P8lIll 

Dr. S.B. Hora 
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The Chiltern ResearCh Committee isa novel venture in joint research PJnong 
natural histoX'J societies f and enables naturalists to join in a rewarding and 
worthwhile programme of researCh, thus enriching his own experience of the 
Chilterns and their natural history. 

Congress of the South-Eastern Union of Scientific Societies, 
1961 

The next Congress of the S.E.U.S.S. will be he1d at Haslemere, Surrey, from 
26th to 28th Maur 1961 and its there will be "The changing Countryside". The 
Presidential Address, on "The land and Man in the Western Weald", will be given 
by Professor SJV. Wooldridge, C.B.E., D.Sc., F.R.S., at 8.15 p.m. on 26th May. 
The remaining programne of lectures and excursions is as follows:-

27th Ma;y-

28th Ma;y-

10-11 a.m. 

11.30-12.30 

2.15-6 p.m. 

9.15-10 p.m. 

10 a.m. 

"Invertebrate. life in south-east England", 
by J.H.P. Sankey, B.Sc. 

"The changing flora of south-east England" 
by J.E. Lousley. 

Excursions 

Selbnrne - Natural Histor,y (Chalk flora). 
Leaders, Mr. J.E. Lousley and 

Mr. C.R. Northcliffe. 
- Archaeology and general. Leader, 

Rev. GeE.C. Knapp. 
Blackdown, Fernb.urst, Woolbedir,g, Midhurst -
Wealden geomorphology. Leader, Prof. 

Wooldridge. 

"Birds in a changing world", by Miss P .M. Bond 

"Problems of mrulaging Nature Reserves", by 
Dr. J.F.D. Frazer. 

10.30 a~m. - 6 p~m. Excursion to Juniper Hall Field Centre, Box 
(approx.) Hill. Leader, J.H.P. Sankey. 

Limi ted hotel accommodation, 27/6-30/- par night; private accommodation, 
£3 inclusive for whole period. 

Fuxther information can be obtained from tbe Society1s Seoretary, Mrs. A. 
'Fishlock. 
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Weather Records in 1960 

By A. E. Moon 

The data refer to Reading University Meterological Station except for a period 
in April when there was an unavoidable break and for which figures for Sutton's 
Seed Trial ground (shown in brackets) have been used. A "rain-d8jy"" is a d8jy" on 
which rainfall exceeds 0.01 in. The averages for temp~rature refer to the period 
1921-50, those for amount of precipitation to 1916-50, and those for number of 
rain-d~s to 1881-1915. 

STATION , - f£ADING UNITERSITY HEIGHT ABOVE SEA LEVEL - 148 FT. 

YEAR 1960 

I :JAN. FEe. MAR. I APR. MAY I JUN.I JUL. AUG. i SC:P.I OCT. NOV DEC I YEAR i 

I t-EAN DAILY i MAX. 14j.8 45.? 1 50 ,3 I \57,4.1 I 64 .9i 71.9, 68.1 68 .11 64 ~! 57.3 45
0
2 ',0

3 
4435 .. 4

9
1

144

57 '.43 'I 
i TEMPERATUf£S iMIN. 35,2 34.9 ,,39.3'1' (41.31,48.3153.31 53.:3 52.8! 50,2146.5 
; OF 'ji'£AN 39.5 40.3,44.8 (49,3) 56.61 62.6j' 60.7 60.5\57.3 51.9 46.1 40.1 50,9 
I RANGE 8.6 10,8 11.0 I (16,1) I 16.6 18.6 14.8 15.3 14.31 10,8 11.7 8.5 13.1 I 
: GRASS MIN. 30 8 28.5 34 3 ' (330) 39 9 45.81 48,6 46 3 43.2 40 8 33.7 30.5 38.0 I 
! CA I ttMr. t. .MM :><1 00 55 I:iO n i 5j 7j 'I!:> I 14 ! o? 0154 8j! 
rn:;MPERATURES DATE 1,22 ; 28.2~ 15 20 8 1 i 5 5,28 5 11 I 2 1 1,3 Jun.5 jl 
I ' OF 

I IE.MIN. 24- 24! 32 i 32 40 ! 45 46 45 k4~5 31 83i9 lli4 Ja~~141 
DATE 14 18 9! 18 3 i 1 1 13 127'28 13 • , Feb.1I31 

I 
i E.GRASS MIN. 19 15 24 I 21 28 I 32 39 37 31 22 I 21 19 IS.! 
, DATE 10 n,lE 9 i 18 30 : 1 I 1 13,19 27 13 , 8 28,29 F&bi~7! 

bA YS WI1H FROST I 14 10 I! 1 I' O! 0 0 0 0 I' 1 3 5 I 35 
I GROUND FROST I 18 18 I 8 13 i 4 0 0 0 0 3 7 17 88 I 

§'~UN~~~I~N~E====~I'~~M==========~~0~.8~1~8~1~.7?F.i7=8=.q~~(1~5~8.~7~)1~OO~.9*. 2=5~7~.3~14~3~.6~16=1=.0~1~34~,~2~~~.~7~~~,~5~~~.~3*1~44~2~.~~ 
i HOURS % poss. 1 16 28 I 22 '38 I 38 I 52 1 29 363523 28 22 32 i 

DAILY I<lEAN :1.32 282 255 (5.29) 5.83 ~.57 4.63 5.19 ' 4.47 2.44 2.52 1.75 3.94 i 
pltCIPITATION iAMOUNT 12.63 2.14 1.33 I 0,43 l.68i 1.10 2.75 4.05 , 3.27 6.87 3.61 3.20 33.061 

' INS. : RAIN DAYS 1 22 17 12 (13) i 9 , 12 20 19 i 13 24 ~o 25 21~ ' I MAX.RAIN IN 1 DAY iO.71 0 ,38 0.43(0.12) i 0.50 ! 0.30 0.531 1.25 i 0.71 1.20 0.82 0.71 1.25 I 
DATE 123 12 28 (2) : 19 I 22 22 i U I 6 26 25 3 ,Auq.ll: 

THUNDER­
STO~ 
ACTIVITY 

I 
A Vt:KAlit:::. 
i'tAN DAILY 

j
' TEMPER­

ATURE OF 

! Pf£CIPI-
I 

I TATION 

LONGEST RUN OF CON- i : : ' i I I 

SECUTIVE RAIN DAYS 1 8 5 7 (8) t 3 i 4 8! 6 i 3 11 21 I 14 i ! 

l
i LUNGE::' I RUN 01- GUN- I I I, i ': \ I 
SECUTIVE DRY DAYS i 55 ! 13 13 8 ~ 6 4 : :3 I 7 3 3 i I ! , 

!;r-IliW_UK ::.Lt:t:1 UAY::' 5 j ' U • U I O ! 0 0 i 0 0 U U 2 10 I 
,riAI~ SNUW LYING 7 1 '0 I 0 ! 0 i 0 I 0 i 0 I U 10 0 J 0 8 I 
IrOG AT 0900 G.M.I, i t> .:J 1 I 1 U : U I U; U 1 2 i 1 j' 4 ~l! 

,DAYS OF TI-lUNDER LOO 0 0 I 21 2! 5 1 6 i 0 2 I 2 0 19 J 
IUAY::; Ur HAIL : 0 0 I 0 ! 1 I , 1 I 1 : 1 i ll 0 0 0 l' 6 I 
jMAX i 45.2 46.35L8 56.9 163.7 169.2 72.3 171.5 j66.8 ' 58.8 150.2 45.7 58.2 J 
!MIN. : 34.~ 34.5136.1 40.1 144.8 150.5 154.1 53.4 ,49.9 43.8 138.3 ' 36.3 42.9 : 
IMEAN 39.81 40.4 !41.0 148.5 :54.3 159.9 !63.2 i 62.5 158.3 51.3144.3! 40.5 50.6! 

,AMOUNT ! 2,41 1.7811.69 ! 1.9 i,'l.86 ',i
1•S1 !2.53! 2.2 ! 2.1 ! 2.612.74 12.3 125.721, 

I RAIN DAYS : 15 13 t 13 ! 12 ! 10 I 10 t 12 i 13 1 11 1 15 L 15 i 15 I 153 i 
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Change and Decay 

(Being a s~J of the Presidential address, November,1959) 
by Professor H~L.HaVTki!1S, D.Sc., F.R.S., F.G.S. 

In the early days of philosophy our ancestors, with child-like egotism, believed 
that the world (and indeed the Universe) was constructed solely for the convenience 
of mankind. Faced with phenomena that were too large and too durable for _ compre­
hension by the trivial am transient human mind, they concluded that everything 
around them had been created once and for all time and that (supernatural inter­
vention a:part) all was stereotyped and everlasting. We, their descemants, have 
gradually become -conscious of our limitations; and, although the pageant of nature 
is still awesomely beyond our comprehension, we realise that no part of the 
physical universe is static, and that creation and recreation is a perpetual pro­
cess. 

A1 though the hills seem "everlasting" to minis with a span _ of observation 
limited to less than acentu.:ry, we can actually watch their destruction in pro­
greas - usually slcm and piecemeal, but occasionally catastrophic. Every shower of 
rain, even the passage of a cloud over the sun, disrupts and dislodges fragments of 
the rocks, and every river is a one-way conveyor-belt transporting the debris from 
the land to the sea. The fate that befalls a sandcastle when t.he tide. comes in 
is, on a minute scale, the same as that under which even the proudest mountains 
must yield. The effect of the weather destroys the form OI the land, but does 
not destroy its substance. The minerals broken from the rocks may undergo chem­
ical change, but their material still persists, in a rew texture and in a new 
location. These transported relics are sorted and collected, usually on the floor 
of the sea, and accumulate as the raw material for n new set of rocks. Subterr­
anean forces may cause upheaval of new land to replace the old 9 but the me.terials 
of which this is composed have already been used in previous rounds of the re­
current cycles of change. Decay of the land is an essential preliminary to its 
reconstructior. - there is nothing permanent in Geography. 

Similar cycles are manifest in the organic world, and here some of them are 
speedy enough to be evident to all. Perhaps the most fmniliar .case is that of 
the foliage of plants, where the growths of one season wither and deca;v to provide 
nourishment for those of future seasons. In all 1iv:iJl..g creatures death and decay 
is a prerequisite of groWth and regeneration. Worn-out tissues must die a,nd be 
discarded to make room for nevf ones, which are themselves constructed from the de­
cayed relics of others. It m8i)T" seem a somewhat mlUseati.ng thought that our bodies 
are built from the dec8i)T"ed (or digested) carcasses of llllimals and plants, but that 
is the wew of things. And if our bodies were not perpetually dying and discarding 
surplus matter the effect would be even more disconcerting. All through life, 
from cradle to grave, perpetual changes occur; and these changes are brought about 
by the replacement of worn-out tissues by frea.~ ones that are not quite identical. 
Life includes death - we stop dying only when we are dead. 

The processes of decagr and change that -determine individual life are an illus­
tration in miniature of those in the longer cycles of racial history. New gerer­
~-tions are never exact replicas of their parents; but unless the parents die to 
leave room for their descendants there will be neither space nor material fer the 
offspring to develop. Medical science, by reducing infant IIiortali"bJ and in-
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creasing longevity, contributes disastrously to problems of population that 
threaten the very existence of our species. This mBlf sound a harSh and un-
sympathetic statement; but the fact remains that there is only a certain amount 
of potential organic matter in the world, and ur>~ess this is kept in constant cir­
culation, no healthy life is possible. Each. new generation must climb over the 
dead bodies of the past; thus and. thus only can the changes that it brings come to 
full development. 

It is the same on the more extended scale of specific and generic changes. 
Evolution (which is another name for Life) needs extinction of the effete quite as 
surely as inception of the new. There was little chance of success for the 
Mazmnals until the Reptiles had .re1inquished their monopoly. The record of Pala­
eontology is one of the old order dying out, giving place to new. 

In fine, the whole Universe, and all its parts, is in a state of perpetual 
n.ux. In that respect it may be said to be "alive", for change is one of the 
attributes of' life. It seems to be an everlasting law of' Nature that no thing 
can last for ever. And so we can close this painfully morb:'d ess;:w on a note of 
confidence. Though the hills may melt, and the stream of time may bear every-
thing away, behind all the change and decny the eternal verities ·endure. 

The Recorder's Report for Entomology, 

1959 - 60 

By B. R. Baker. 

The entomological report is, of necessity, very much a summary of the field 
observations of a number of keen workers. As tl~ Recorder's own observations for 
the period under review are almost entirely confined to those made in the Kennet 
reed-bed area at Woo1hampton, he acknO';vledges with grateful thanks assistance from 
J.E. Cooper, N.r. A. Price, Miss L.E.Cobb, Miss E.~.1 . Helmes arrl Mrs. A.M.Simmonds. 
The Director of Reading Museum has again kindly made available the relevant 
insect records kept at the Museum. 

Early AppearQnce of Hibernators 

21st February 

28th February 

7th April 

Wormsley Valley, Stokenchurch. In this Chiltern valley numbers 
of Seven-Spot Ladybirds, Coccinella 7-punctata L., were ob­
served together with Hive Bees, Apis mellifera L., a Mirid 
tentatively identified as Stenodema calcaratum (Fall.) and 
numerous unidentified Diptera. 

Bramshill. Wood Ants, Formica sp., a.cti ve1y wo:rkiilg. 
Crowthorne. Small Tortoiseshell Butterfly, Ag1ais (Vanessa) 

urticae' (L). 

Caversham. Peacock butterfly, PYmPhalis io (L.), observed in 
a garden in Hemdean Road. 
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Lower Warren. Brims tone butteri1. ies, Gonepteryx rhamni (L)., 
and Small Tortoiseshells flying on a warm, sunny day. 

Notes on Individual Insect Orders 

Order Plecoptera (Stone-flies) 

During the coUrse of a seven-month survey of certain nocturnal insects made at 
Woolhampton, Be:rkshire, it was very apparent that an attractant such as a mer~­
vapour light-trap could not be used to assess the relative abundance of such 
insects as stone-flies. These are but weakly flying creatures and of many 
thousands of insects examined over the seven months from April to October only 
2 stone-flies were noted in the light-trap, viz: 

Night of 

9th/lOth April Nemurellainconspicua (Pict.) 1 female 

4th/5th MB¥ Isoperla granimatica (Poda) (Yellow Sally) 1 female 

Examination after dark of a wooden bridge over the river Kennet revealed, 
however, that sinne-flies were to be found if searched for cl03e to the water. The 
large species Perlodes microcephala (in which the male has much reduced wings) was 
recorded as follows:-

Night of 

6th/7th April 

9th/lOth April 

13th/14th " 
16th/17th 11 

20th/21st " 
23rd/24th " 
30th/1st MB¥ 

4th/5th " 
7th/8th " 
110 others 
observed after 
this date 

12 

15 

2 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

26 

Male Female 

(not recorded) 

11 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

18 

4 
1 

1 

1 

1 

8 

Notes 

At 00.25 hrs. a male s~cimen com­
mencecl to emerge from its nymphal 
skin. Complete release took 10 
minutea~ This newly emergdd stane-
fly was bright yellow in colour -
this would change to a subdued 
brown, with orange and black as the 
cuticle hardened. 
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I. grammatica, another fairly large species, was also regularly found after 
d.a;rlr on the same bridge: 

4th/5th M8j7 

liight of 

7th/8th M8j7 

11 th/12 th " 

14th/15th " 

18th/19th " 

21st/22nd " 

25th/26th " 

3 

Time 

23.30 hrs. 

23.30 " 

22.30 " 
02.00 " 

01.45 " 

These specimens were emerging at 22.30 hours and were 
bright green in colour on leaving the nymphal skin. 

Nos. of Isoperla grammatica 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

No further s];:ecimens observed after this date. 

Order Odonata (Dragon-flies) 

Agrion splendens (Harris), Banded Agrion. 

l:.. nymph of this very cormnon species was observed on the bridge at Woolhampton, 
It had crawled up the woodwork until about 3 feet above water level, and was ready 
for the final change into the 'winged adult drago:n-fly. Close by VIas an em:pi;'lJ skin 
(by its condition very recently tenanted), - these observations were made at 01.45 
ht's. on the night of 25th/26th May. Late MEW and throughout June is the usual time 
to see these beautiful dragon-flies in swarms on the banks of slow flowing rivers. 
I was therefore very surprised to observe a female A. splendens on the river bank at 
W~olhampton on 4th ,September - surely a very late date. 

Cprdulegaster bolto~ (Donovan), golden-ringed Dragonfly. 

A specimen was captured in a woodland ride near Broadmoor reservoirs on 21st 
July. 

Ae.s_hp._~...e:~ (L.), the Bra..7nAeshna, arrl l:... cyanea (Muell.), the Sou1iernAeshna. 

These were both observed on 11th September at Wokefield Cormnon - both are 
common in our Ciistrict and mn;y- be seen on the wing from mid-surmner to early autumn. 

OrIer Trichoptera (Caddis-flies) 

New to our county list is gydroptila forcipata (Eaton), one of the smallest of 
the British caddis. This specimen was recorded at Woolhampton on 7th/8th May. 
Also from Woolhampton, and not previously recorded there: .. 

Limnephilus luridus Curt., (29th/30th June, 2nd/3rd & 9th/10th J~y) 

Melampophylax mucoreus (Hag) (19th/20th: 26th/27th October) 

A very large number of caddis-flies taken at Woolhampton still await naming 
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Order Lepidoptera (Butterflies and Moths) 

Migrant Species 

Apart from Red Admiral butterflies, Vanessa atalanta (1.), a species which 
becarre fairly numerous with us in late sUIImler, there is little to report on migrant 
butterflies. However, on the 11th September a solitary Clouded Yellow, ,Colias 
croceus (FoUX'c.), was observed along the Icknield Wr:w at Watlingtan, Oxfordshire. 

By comparison, migrant moths were more in evidence: 

Herse convolvuli (L.) Convolvulus Hawkmoth 

1 Female, High street, Reading 

1 Male, Baynes Timber Yard, 
Berkeley Avenue, Reading 

1 Female Woolhampton 

25th August 

20th September 

2nd October. 

Plusia gamma (L.) Silver Y moth, was generally conmon in the Reading area. 

Nycterosea (Nyctosia) obstipata (F.), The Gem. A single specimen 26th/27th 
October, Woolhampton. 

Margaronia unionalis (Hb.), Scarce Olive-Tree Pearl. A single specimen 24th/25th 
September, Woolhampton. 

Resident Species 

The Comma butterfly, Polygonia o-album(L.), was noted in P8lIlber Forest on 
24th July - this species was subsequently seen on a number of occasions during the 
autumn in town gardens. 

The Holly Blue butterfly, Celastrina argiolus (L.), seems to have had a good 
yea:r. On 29th July a female was seen in a garden at Ilorthcourt Avenue, ani speci­
mens were noted in other gardens in the town during Ma;y and August. It was also 
recarded as abundant in Garrick Wood, Crowtharne. 

A larva of the Deathls Head Hawk-moth, Acherontia atro,Pos (L.) was found on 
an allotment at Woodiey on 13th September. 

The Salloo Clearwing moth Aegeria flaviventris Staud. Larvae of this most 
recently discovered of the British clearwing moths live within sallow stems for 
2 years, the only visible sign of a tenanted stem being a :pear-shaped gall which 
is produced during the second. winter. It is interesiLing that these galls are 
only to be found: in odd/even winters. From Owlsmoor, near Crowthorne, a dozen or 
so stems were cut on 19th March. From these a single moth resulted on 2nd. July, 
ample evidence that this s peci es, suffers b'adly from parasitization, as does the 
wb,ole family. 

Waved Black moth, Paras,cotio, fuliginaria L. Larvae were found in some 
numbers at Sindlesham on 7th Ma;y feeding upon f~~ which were gro\vine on a fallen 
trunk. The adult moths were bred througn and emerged from 22nd June to 4th July. 
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This Sindlesham record is very interesting - Sindleru1am is well aw~ from the cele­
brated localities for this moth in our district, such e.s Crowthorne, Sa.rrlhurst and 
Camberley. 

20th January · 

21st February 

6th Uarch 

6th March 

20th March 

21st March 

29th April 

12th June 

10th July 

25th September 

(Beetles) 

Anisandrus dryographus (Ratz.) (Scolytidae) 
Several sp:lcimens found in West .A:frican timber, Abura 
(Mi tragyna ciliata), in the woodwo:dc shop at Redlands Senior 
School. 

Dorcus paralleleli~edus (L.) (Lucanidae) 
Abundant in a deceying oek log at Little John's Farm, Reading. 
The dimorphism of the mruo and female was very marked. (In 
the same log some 24 queens of Vespa sp" were hibernating in 
the old feeding holes of Dorcus larvae. ) 

Rantus grapii (Gyll.) (Hydradephaga) 
A single exrunple (male) found at Barley Power Station. 

Cychrus caraboides var. rostratus (L.) (Carabidae) 
Four specimens found in cells beneath the loose bark of an 
elm log at Sonning. 

Xestobiun rufovillosUB (Deg.) Death-watch beetle (knobiidne) 
Dead adults 8.."ld living larvae were found in an infested beam 
which had been thrown on to a rubbish dump at Tilehurst. 

Nacerdes melanura (L.) The Wharf Borer (Oedemeridae) 
A single specimen found in a cubicle at the heated Arthur Rill 
swimming bath. The normal time of emergence of this beetle 
is froD July to September. 

Pyrochroa serraticornis (ScoP.) (Pyrochroidne) 
A single example bred from a pupa found in wood at Redlands 
School. . 

Coelarnbus confluens (F.) (Rydradephaga) 
Six eX2JIlples found in a gravel pit, near the Newbury Sewage 
Works at Thatcham. 

Oreodytes rivalis (Gyll.) (Hydradephaga) 
Twenty four (in teneral condition) found in the Sul stream 
at Sulham. 

Necrodes littoralis (L.) (Silphidae) 
As the specific nane suggests, this beetle is nornally found 
on the sea shcre, though kno,vn fron riversides at inland 
localities. A male and female were taken in a light-trap 
at the Museun Field Station, Woolha:.~pton. 
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·1960 was reported to have been a very good year for Melolontha melolontha (L.), 
the Cockchafer, (Melolonthinae) at Crowthorne, where the leaves of oak trees were 
eaten bare. . 

Class Crustacea 

14th February N1phargus aquile:x: The Well Shrimp. A single specimen found 
in a. gravel pit near the Oval Pond, P8.d:worth. 

Hirudinea Leeches 

1st MI3i7 Trocheta byko.vskii An example of this uncollIDlon leach was found 
beneath a brick at the water's edge in Earley Power Station 
swamp. This species is normally found in or near running 
water - the river Thames is not far distant from this swamp. 

The Recorder's Report for Ornithologyt 
1959-60 

By E. V. Watson 

I propose this year not to draw on records already published in the R.O.C. 
Report for 1959 (obtainable from Hon.Sec. Reading Ornithological Club, price 
2/6d.), but to confine mlfself to notes sent in by r~mbers, together with my mv.n 
observations and some records kindly supplied by Mr. Robert Gillmor. The method 
adopted will be to pass the year in review, season by season. 

The winter period, November 1959 - February 1960 inclusive, furnished .few 
records. M..-r. Gillmor, haNever, reported a pair of Gadwall at Theale gravel pit 
on January ;J..Otht 1960. All references to Theale are to the 'new' pit (now about 
seven years old), unless otherw:ise ste.ted. The sane observer SWl three Sheld­
duck at Burghfield gravel piton 7th February and on the same date a drake 
Ferruginous duck at Theale. These are three rare duck for the Readillg area. 

The most outstanding winter record among other buds to come in was that of 
a female Black Redstart, seen by Mrs. SKinner in her garden at Upper Basildon on 
February 29th. It stayed for four days and the jdentification was corroborated 
by Miss Wigan. There are a few notes of our more ordinary winter residents. 
The Skylark population in a large arable field at Cleeve (Goring) was estimated 
by ne at about 250 birds on January 10th. :Mrs. Simmonds wrote of two Gold­
fi.nches feeding among lavender bushes, Hemdean Road, Caversham, on February 5th. 
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They .::u-e alwnys ["ttractive birds to see, especially Wh911 01'Je CODes on them by 
surprise et close qua:rters in a to-vn setting. Mr. Gill!'1or ·was fortu.ne.te to see 
the much more elusive Havninch in l\orthcourt Avenue on February 24th. Bull­
finches, sometimes up to ten togetl18r, y~ere prominent in and about my garden at 
home, but I cm1 report a n!uch lc.rger D.pple crop thon usuc.l. L.dmi ttedly they 
were seen mainly n8ar mid-winter9 whilst the heaviest depredations on fruit" buds 
are a spring event. ~!Iro K.E.L. Simmons reports a GreE:.ter Spotted Woodpecker 
frequenting his oirdtable at Roslyn Road, Woodley, during late autumn, 1959. 
It ate vn:ded ! scraps r w'ld visited the coconut. IHss HelDes cOmI.1ented on the 
great size of Woodpigeon flocks during February - 8JJlotLnti.r1~ to severnl hundred 
together on each occasion - in the Burghfield, Stokenchurch E'J1d Wakingham areas. 
A Grey Wagi;o.il freguenttd the -tiny pond on SenioZ' Cot1lllon Room lavJ""l1. 9 Uni versi ty of 
Rendi..'1g, more or less regulc.rly from ec..rly l)eceniber until the end of .January. 

On suitab12T mild a.qys, song bngan to be noticeable very- early in the yeox, 
especic.lly o.f course the IE:'ssel r:2hru.3h which is always conspicuous vocally in 
.J2.1'1uary. I noticed E'_ cock Limlet singing well on Streatley golf course on 
.JnnU2.7'Y 5th. A Blackbird, indi-v"iclunlly recognisable to illE: because of its 
peculie..r phresir.g of the songi begu..'1. to sing outside the University Botany 
Depoxtment on .January 28th. On 1vl[crcb. 3rd, I heard a Stc.:rling giving a rellk'll~k--
ably good 'imi t8.tion' of [1. Lnp;ving outside my Uni versi t;,r window·. 

A NaturaJ. History Society visit to Coley Park Heronry (March 5th) Vlas re-
ported by Mrs .. Simmonds and by !·A:iss J .M. Watson. Seven.teen nests were found to 
be occupied and nearly thirty birds ·were seen. }Ers. Sirmnonds records eight 
Rooks Y nests in ]!'orbury Gardens? which she believes to be a new Rookery site. 
On March 11th, a Carrion CrON was l-evisi ting its own old nest at tho top of' 2. 

large Platanus in the University. On February 24th, I noticed two Goldcrests 
in the·-Universi·cy grounds chasing one another from bush to bush in an excited 
st8.te., Short "tinkling" notee were uttered 8.11 thowhile but never the t:rue 
song~ The crests were not seen to be f2.lmed, as someti..mes happens in Gold­
crest courtship. A record by Miss Nelmes of "b;-1O Girl Buntings in a ohc-lk pit 
nec.r Newbu.r;;r is of interest" Al though present for most of the year at Cleeve 
(Goring)r the species is very locel in the district as 11,:hole. 

The earliest Spring £',rrival reeord is that of a Chiffchaff seen -bY Miss 
Nelmes on March :l.3th. Mr., Brian B8ker reported lTightingaJ.e 2.11C1. Gr-c.sshopper 
Vl&:rbler, both on .. 'trril 7th, and Cv.okoo on L.pril 8th, fl~om the reed beds at Wool-
hamptone These ale early dates B.nd illustrate "Vlhat cen be done Y!hen one is 
ce,lled upon (as ~iT.r. Baker is with his entomology) to spend much time in a 
favoured spot; especially if some of that tine is in tl1.o early hours of the 
morning. lJJy own first dates for sone ot;~er species \\'e1'e: 8;78.11017, April 14th 
(AlderD.aston), Yellow Wagtail and. Sedge ;Tp.xblor, April 16th (Theale) und Lesser 
i~'h.i.tethroat, April 22nd (Clee"il'e).. Ices. Fisb.lock saVl the first Swifts on May 
4th; it is astonishing hO\'7, yecU' after year, the mcin int~lu:x: of this species 
is within the some few doys in ec:.rly 112.Y. On Uay 5th, t}l.e first Turtle Dave 
had arrived at Cleeve o On 111:'.y l:i.th1 I saw LV first Spotted Flycatcher, 
2~though Sir .John Wolfenden noted ita couple of' dc.ys earlier in his garden in 
Upper Redlcncls Rond~ My last "nrriv[',l" wes Garde:1 ;~rarbler, singing at Cleeve 
on May 15th. 
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Visits to gravel pits onn be produotive in April and May for, although most 
non-breeding duck have gone by the end of March, there are breeding popula tions 
to stuii;;r and sometimes birds of passage, waders and others, to be seen. On 
April 16th at Thea1e; I noted three PochB.rd, about sixteen pairs of Tufted Duck 
and some six to ten pairs o:f Great Crested Grebe. A fUl.'ther visit to Theale, 
:May 14th, sharved two pairs of Pochard a.nd eight to ten pairs of Tufted Duck were 
estimated. On May 27th at least one pair of Great Crested Grebes had well-grown 
young (in stripey plumage). Mennwhile, a visit toSonning Eye gravel pit on 
May 11th had. revealed a pair of Canada Geese with six fair-sized goslings. No 
important spring passage waders were reported but Black Teme were noted by me 
(two) at Sonning E"<Je on May 11th, by Mr. Gillmor (five) at Burghi'ield on May 
12th, a..'1d again at Sonning I saw a single one on May 13th. This one narrowly 
escaped beir..g "run-over" by a speed-boat wi thwater-skier in trainl On M~ 12th, 
Mr. Gillmor also saw five Common Terns e.nd one Little Tern at Burghfield. Li ttle 
Ringed Plovers were agmn to be seen on certain of the pits in May. I nol;ed a 
passage Lesser Black-backed Gull at Theale on May 27th. On the sane day both 
Yellow and Grey Wagtails appeared to be in terri to:ry there, the 1e.tter a pair 
attracted to the weir on the canal behind the gravel pit. 

High summer saw the outstanding event of the ornithological yeax in our area. 
This was the single Red-n~cked Phalarope which frequented a small village pond at 
Marsh Baldon, near Newnham Courten~, for fully a week at the end of June. I 
sam it on the evening of June 28th and it had certainly been in the area since the 
25th. It was tame, or perhaps one should say indifferent to the presence of 
observers, to the extent that Phala.ropes are reputed to be; and hence it allcmed 
all who visited it (and they were many) to approach as close as the water made 
possible, to sketch and to photograph. A full account will no doubt appear 
elsewhere and it will suffice here to stress that a Red-necked Phalarope is a 
rarity at any time in such a site in southern England, and at this mid-summer 
season probably without precedent. 

August was marked by three remarkable days, August 19th - 21st, for Mr. 
Gillmor. On each of these days he visited Englefield Parlc (CranemoorLake) and. 
each time he saw the following four waders (the numbers seen are given in 
brackets after each species):- Greenshank (3,2,3); Wood Sandpiper (2,5,3); 
Green Sandpiper (14+,13,7); Common Sandpiper (12,2,1). The mud at too east 
end of this lake is always a..~ attraction, but a record such as this is quite 
exceptional. On September 5th, I noted a Common Sandpiper at Burghfield, and 
on September 24th, Mr. Gillmor heard a Curlew flying over Northcourt Avenue at 
10.55 p.m. LIrs. Fishlock comments on about a hundred Cmada Geese at Heckfield 
Place on August 23rd. 

According to a recent report in "British Birds", many summer species tended 
to stay late this past autumn. No outstanding date has come to my notice far our 
own area, but on October3rd I noticed that Sand Ww.rtin, fuvallow and Chiffchaff 
were all still present at Aldermaston, and October 4th, a rather misty morning, 
produced a Wheatear on the fringe of cultivated fields on tl~e outskirts of 
Caversham. On October 24th,Mr. BrianBaker wrote to report the massing of con­
sid.erable nU!:lbers of Pied Wagtn;tls in the reed beds at Woolhampton. 

By this time the numbers of duck on t..lJ.e pi tsand other inland waters were 
beginning to push up again, and on October 5th I counted twenty Pochard at Theale 
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and about sixty Teal at Englefield.. .Lt Theale at li;ast one pair of Great 
Crested Grebes still :had stripey-hecded y01.U1g that were beLl1g fed by the parents 
on the above date.. - In early Hove::ber passage Lesser Blac..k-backed Gulls bega..l1 
to mingle with Blaclc-heads and COrmlOl1 Gulls (and E' .. n occasional HerrilJg Gull) in 
Christchurch Meadow, just west of Re20ding Bridge. I recorded ten to fifteen 
on Noven.ber 11 th~ but by Novenber 28th thererk'l.rkab1e tctal of about six"bJ Lesser 
Black-backed Gulls v.as regiatered. 

This Report cLc::'lscarcely close without I:lentiol1 of a signci event, the 
p.olding of a fo.irly cODpl.~eh8nsive exhibition of' conteI!lpora:r'J bird art in the 
:Reading Art Gallery ~ froD Nove:n'ber 26th until December 24th, 1960. The Ex-
hibition owed its 5.nception to Mr. Robert Gillmor9 its success to him, and. to 
Lany others, not least to Mr. T.L. Gwatkin, Director of the 1Ilusoun ClJ.1.d Art 
GoJ..lery. The Opening by Fielcl-I,Ia:rsbal Lord Al.~brooke will remain a flOll1orable 
occasion for all who were privileged to C'"ttend it. 

--------_._--

The Recorder's Rep<rt for Bota.n;:r, 
1959-60 

By K. 1. Butler 

The nomenclature followed is mainly that of Clapham 9 Tutin and Warburg, in 
"The Flora of the British Isles", supplemented by J .E. Dandy's I1List of British 
Vasculi:lr Plants tl • As last year, the radius of the area c()vered is a rougn twenty 
miles from Readir~. 

During the past year, botanical observatiol"ill have been carried out over a 
wide area. From within the borollg.."l itself, wheTe Idrs Q A. :M. SiTIrllono.s recorded 
over 200 species of flowers and grasses and one fern, to as far afield as the 
West Vvoodb.ay Downs~ just within the Berkshire boundarYJ vihere :WIrs. Sirnmonds found 
~nium m~~ (L,,) R.Br. (MuGk Orchid), and Coelo&:lossum viride (L.) 
Hartm. (Frog Orchid). 

Many of the Society's Field Excursions during the year proved of great 
interest to the botrulists. 

BEENHAM, April 9th. Chrysospleniur;l cp ositifoliwn L. (Opposite-leaved Gdien 
Saxifrage); !l-do:x;§-. moschatr311ina L. );10schatel); ~9.£~setum te1mateia Ehrh. 
(Great Horsetail). All have been :I'8corded here for several years. 

NUJ;TEY GREEN, May 7th. A J.8.1'ge pa-cCi'1. of well grown, specimens of Orchis mascula L. 
(Early purple Orchi-l) was sean in the woods. 

ALDERMA.STOlT COlJRT, :May 21st. Sc~l'2l1:!l.aria vernalis L. (Yellow Figwort). It 
will be remembered that this was previ_ously recorded in 19) 5, between Woolhampton 
and Bucklebury, 011. the occasion of one of the Society's Field Excursions. 
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BIX BOTTOM, June 11th. After reading ThI:rs. V. Paul's "A Three KilOIootre Square" 
in "The Reading Naturalist" No.II, it was a treat for members to see so many of 
the plants recorded by her far Bix Bottom, including many fine specimens of 
o s insectifera L. (Flv Orchid) and Platanthera chlorantha (Oust.) Rchb. 
Greater Butterfly Orchid), 2 plants of the much rarer P. bifolia (L.) L.C. Rich 
Lesser Butterfly Orchid), O. apifera Euds. (Bee Orchid), Listera ovata (L.) R. Br. 
Twayblade), Cephalanthera damasonium (MIll.) Druce (White Helleborine), 

Alchemilla vulgaris agg. (Ladies Mantle), growing plentifully on the edge of a 
road, e. small amount of Helleborus viridis L. (Green Hellebore), and great 
quantities of Paris quadrifolia L. (Herb Paris), near which Mrs. Paul was . 
pleased to find the leaves of one plant of Aquilegia vulgaris L. (Columbine), 
this being a second site for this area. 

WELLINGTON COLLEGE, June 25th. Ty;pha latifolia L. and T. angustifolia L. (Great 
and Lesser Reedmace); Potamogeton polygonifoliuB Pourr. '"(Bog Pond wee d) ; Juncus · 
bulbosus L. (Bulbous Rush); Eleogiton fluitans (L.) Link. (Floating Scirpus); 
Geranium ph~ LoO (Dusky Cranesbill), well established in a wood. On a previous 
visit, 1'frs. Sirmnonds saw Potentilla argentea L. (Hoary Cinquefoil) growing in the 
spot recorded by Druce. 

BL:E.WBURTON HILL, July 9th. Thesium humifusum DC. (Bastard Toadf'lax); at the 
edge of a cornfield, Lithospermum arvense L. (Corn Gramwell) ruld Avena fatua L. 
(Wild Oat). 

SPAN HILL and DUNSDEN GREEN, July 13th Avena ludoviciana DuroO (Wild Oat), dis­
tiJ:1..guished from A. fatua by the tufts of hairs extending up two-thirds of the lelIlIlla 
instead of only one third; Melandrium noctiflorum (L.)F.riNight-flowering Campion) 
at edge of cornfield, a new record; Picris echbides L. (Bristly Ox-Tongue), re­
corded some ;years ago and perSisting even af,ter ploughing. 

RISELEY MILL, August 8th. A most successful excursion. Plants found included 
Pulicaria vulgaris Gaertn. (Small Fleabane), which was located by Mrs. Simmonds 
growing plentifully around a pond at Springwater Farm, Branshill and may well oon­
stitute a new record far Hants; Silene anglica L. (Small-flowered Catchfly), 
found by Miss J. Tobias at the edge of a cornfield; Anthemis nobilis L. 
(Chamomile), on wayside between Springwater Farm and Riseley Mill; . Chenopodium 
rubrum L. (Red Goosefoot), by edge of arable field; and Alowcurus aequalis 
Sobol. (Orange F<x tail), VIi th orange stamens, which was last recorded in 1953 
by Dr. L. Williams f.rom a pond at the top of Sulham Hill, that occasion being the 
first on which 'it was recorded for Berkshire. 

HA.ZELEY HEATH, August lOth. Gamsta ?M'lica L. (Needle Furze). 

BRADFIELD to YATTE1IDON, September 17th. Geranium columbinum L. (Long-stalked 
Cranesbill), near Stanford Dir..gley; Solidago virgaurea L. (Golden-rod), near 
reservoir in Great House Wood. 

HOOK COMMON was visited by some members on September 10th, when nine flowers of 
Gentiana }neumonanthe L. (Me.rsh Gentian) were seen, also Serratula tinctoria L. 
(Saw-wort and Silaum sileus (L.) Schinz & Thell. (Pepper Sa.xifrage). 
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~JNGUS FORAY. 102 species were fOU-.1'J.d, including 33 not represented in the 
Societ,yls previous list from Ki~~ood Common. 

MI!!MEERS' RECORDS 

Ceterach officinatum DC. (Rust,y-bs.:;k Fern). On a wall between GOring and South 
Stoke, Sept. 18th-artts. Simmonds and Miss L. Cobb); doing well in its old haunt 
at Kinoovrood Corrrrnon on the wall along tb.e road to "Brackenfell"; jast surviving 
on 'a wall at Bix Bottom - one p13J;'-~ only. 

QQhioglossum VUle!-,:,tum L. (Adder's Tor..gu~) .A.bur..dent on football field at 
Stoneham School (J. Hodge'm); barren fronds only, in hawthorn scrub off the 
footpath from Henley to I,(jwer hfll"!!8-,S Farm, (1::iss Cobb); Watlir..gton Hill on 
May 22nd (11rs. S:Ll:mlOndsh Bix Bottom. 

!t:~~~inimU!!. 1.. (Mousetail) 0 Two or three Small specimens in field at Lower 
Earley - an old locality; ma.11Y mOl'e specimens this year in Mr. Smallcombe IS 

garden in Readil~. 

Arabis hirsuta (L.) Scop. (Hairy Rock-cress). 
(Mrs. Simmonds). 

Wa,tlington Hill, May 22nd. 

Minuartiu tenuifolia (L.) Hiern (}'ine-leaved Sandwort). Wantage Fa ir Mile 
(1vTrs. Hodgson) • 

.A.renaria seryzll ::...folia L. (Th;ymed-loaved S~dwort). Watlington Hill, May 22nd 
(Mrs. Simmonds. 

AI> leE,tocla0p s (Rchb.) GU8S. (Iles~:cr Thyme-leaved Sandworl). Watlington Hill, 
May 22nd. (M:rs. Simmonds). 

Montia fon~ ssp .. ~~rosperma (Fenzl) Vial terse 
lieath ( John Hodgs0n). 

Several. plants on Heckfield 

!triplexhortens~~ L. Several :plants at Wf-l.rgrave (Mrs. Hodgson). 

Geranium lucidum L. (Shir>..i.1'J.g CranD3bill). 
1J. Hodgson). 

One plant by roadside near Stonar 

Genista angli,£§:, L. (Petty Whin) 
in field at Sluha~ (J. Hodgson). 

wi th Ulex miner Roth (Thvarf Furze). Abundant 

Alchemilla ~~ri~ agg. (Lady 1s l'..fu...'1tle). Wormsley Valley, June 6th. (Miss Gobb). 

Perlis portula IJQ (Water Pur sl an.e ). Bramshill, July lOth. (Miss Cobb). 

Moenchia eredo. (L.) Gaortn., lleyo 9 Scherb. (Upright Chickweed). 
at Padworth (lVIrs" Paul). 

Sandy heath 

Polygal a cCll care~ F 5 Schul tz (Chp_lk MilkvlOrt) • .As ton Upthorpe Downs (:Mrs. 
Simmonds). 

4 
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Senecio integrifolius (L.) Clairv. (Field Fleawort). .!ston Upthorpe Downs 
(Mrs. Simmonds). 

Linaria repens (L.) Mill (Purple Toad.flax). Growing freely on railwaor bank 
near Little John's Farm, off Oxford Road, ReaQing (Mrs. Simmonds). 

Iberis amara L. (Wild Candytuft). Bald Hill, near Watling-ton, August 20th 
(Miss E. Nelmes). 

Gentianella germanica (Willd.) E.F. Warburg. Betwoen Shirburn andBal~ Hall, near Wa" 
1 ington , September 11th (Miss Nelmes). 

_S_ta,:,"c~--=~.;...;..;.~;.;.. L. (FieldWoundworl). Abundant inarable field at Padworth (Mrs, 
two plants in field by Nunehide Lane (J. Hodgson). 

Rottonia palustris L. (Water Violet). Persisting at WaJ.tham st. Lawrence (Miss 
L. Cobb); flourishing at Grazely (Miss Cobb). 

Taraxacum laevigatum agg. (Lesser Dandelion). The chalk fo:..'ID. of T.officinale 
(outer ra;y-florets brown, and achenes toothed ~ wff([ from tip) Watlington Hill (Mrs. 
Simmonds). 

Torilis nodosa (L.) Gaertn. (Knotted Hedge-parsley). 
bank nem- Caversham Bridge (l'frs. Hodgson). 

Several plants on roadside 

fIy;pericum montanum L. (Mountain st. John's Wort). Three plants at Tilehurst; two 
plonts near Lower Basildon (J. Hodgson). 

AstragalUs glycypbyllos L. (Milk Vetch). Mrs. Simmonds reports that the site of 
the Old Bath Road near Tv<;yford - one of Druce' s localities - has been destroyed in 
consequence of the construction of a footpath. The plant is maintaining itself on 
the piece of waste land on the opposite side of the road. 

Neottia nidus-avis (L.) L.C. Rich, (Birdfs Nest Orchid). Maiden's Grove Scrubb 
'tiTrs. Sinnnonds). 

P1atanthera chlorantha (Cust.) Rchb. (Greater Butterfly Orchid). 
Forest, June 12th. (Mrs. Simmonds). 

Near Pamber 

O~s insect1fera L. (Fly Orchid). 
Cobb • 

A small munber at Hardwick, June 4th. (Miss 

Orchis militariB L. (Soldier Orchid). Was visited on June 3rd by Mrs. Simmonds, 
who reports that a certain amount of clearing has been done in · the woods. Fewer 
plants were counted in flower, but one or~70 new plants were noted. 

Orchis simia Lam. (Monkey Orchid). Miss Nelmes and :Miss Cobb found one speciroon, 
nearly 9" high, on the original chalk slo:pe on MEW 21st. This was good news, as 
the site was destroyed by the plough in 1949, and with one possible exception had 
not been seen there since. The Recorder SEW. the flm1er and photographed it on 
M::'cY 26th, but when :!Ill's. Simmonds visited the slope on June 4th, it had been picked. 
The Orchid has not been recorded from the newer site this year. 



9. ustulata L. (Ik,rk-winged Orchid.) . 
tncrp9 Downs (rErs. Simmonds). 
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Tvventy plants seen in flower, Aston Up-

o. moria L. (Green-winged Orchid). Miss Cobb reports seeing it at Aborfield on 
~ 8th - she noticed that several had evidently been picked by children and 
thrown on a path ' by the Whi tauater near Riseley. A search of neighbouring 
::eado'.'lS failed to reveal gr0<7ing pJ.ants, 8.1 though the flowers founcl 'aere fresh 
and probably frcm quite close at h!:.~:d . . 

c. strictifolia Opiz.and. 0 , prae-;prnissa Druce. Those -VviTO Marsh Orchids were 
seen in a field ne ':1r Nuneb::a;-y;a;~':;3"-Miss K. Watson and the Recorder. 

Coeloglossum viri(: :). (L.) Hu:rtm. (Fl"':Jg Orchid.). 1\10 plants, Wa t1il1..gton Hill, 
August 27th O.'LLss l'Jelmes). 

~iEE.ctis hel]f~b0:r-"~:~ (L.) Crant!::; (1\road Hellebarine). Wood near Fair Mile on 
October 10th lM.rs~ Sirnmonds); a l ax'ge number of flm7ering plants were seen at the 
edge of a wood near I-Iarpsden by ilJlu.:rew Isherwood, one of our junicr members, to 
v;hoI:!l credit is c~ue for not picking El. single specim.en, but reporting his find to 
1::U's. Simmonds and shou ing her the local i ty. 

IllTRODUCED PLA.1'T S 

land1..1J.jf era Royle (PO},i.c6I:!lan !s HolI:!1et). Riseley !vIill, August 6th . 
~';;';";;';;;;':~~~;;;';:'-'near junction of RivGr Enborne and River Kennet, Woolh8IIlpton (Mr. 

seen gc'owing f.t'oely C!:~ : edge of wood near Kingwood Common, on the 
the Fu.:::tgus Foray ~ 

Galingsoga parvj;!!::.: i c. Cav ~ __ (Gall~~~~<?ldier). Still a troublesoI:!l6 weed at 
Suttons Trial Gro'.:L!:d (I:£s. SirrIDlond .. ~,) ; Elisha Hicks Rose Gardens (Mr. Bowden ond 
the Recorder); E:.m Road Nurseriec'l Re ading (the Recorder). 

G. ciliata (Raf.) Blakea 
SimmondS}; i ,n 8. g"~l"den, 
(Mrs. Simmonds). 

One plan t Outside yard at Harpsden, A-ugust 15th (t~-rs. 
Sm::.thnmp+ ll'l Street 9 Reading ~ growing wi th G .. pa:r"rifolic 

Euphorbie virB:l?::+.a ','iBldst. 8; Kit. After a 18.pse of ;',TCo.rS has reappeared inside 
the rc.ilings of t he Southel'n Regioll Goods Ym'd (I,I:rs~ Sir:monds). 

Barbarea inter.:rvc d:i.0, Bor. (Interm6r_~';J'.te Yellow Rocket)" Risele~T (J.Hodgson); 
growing plentii~1iliy:' by the side of et track at Grey 's · (]frs. Paul); about six 
plants on rubbiRh tip at Wcodcote (r:::rs. Paul); on side of road from Woodcote 
to VI all ingford (lvlTS . Paul). 

B. verna (Mill.) 
Vilhi t chur ch (WU's~ 
at Peppard. 

Aschers (Early-f:~.Ciwe:ci. ng Yellarr Rocket). 1.::: qUMtity at 
Hod.gson); a verJ fine specimen on the benk of M.rs~ Paul fS house 



- 25 -

Sisymbrium orientale L. (Eastern Rocket). Waste ground. at Wood1ey, where it 
was first observed in 1945 by W.rs. Simmonds. 

Melissa officinalis L. (Balm). Well established along river bank between 
Earley Power Station and Sonning Lock (Mrs. Simmonds). 

Tragopogon porrifilius L. (Salsify). One plant at Cockney Hill (J.Hodgson) 

Allium paradoxum. (M.Bieb.) G.Don. 
Peppard Common (Mrs. Paul). 

Established itself on a piece of land at 

Tetragono1obus maritimus (L.) Roth. Plentiful by roadside, Hanover Hill, Fingest, 
flowering between August 12th and September 17th. Locality first found in 1956 
(Miss Nelmes). 

Erigeron annuus (L.) Pers. A native of N. America was found by:Mrs. Sinimonds in 
Readil".g, and identified by Dr. Wa.rburg - see separate note by Mrs. Simmonds. 

Mrs. Hodgson and John Hodgson have been particularly in~erested in alien 
plants, with special reference to some local rubbish tips, on which they have re­
corded the fo1Iowing:-

HAZELEY HEATH. 

PANGBOURNE 

THEALE 

TEAMES-SIDE, 
READING 

Sis~brium altissimum L. (Tall Rocket); Onopordum acanthium 
L. ;Scotch Thistle, Cotton Thistle), many plants; Solanum : 
sarrachoides Sendtn.; Chenopodium po1yspermum L. (AIl­
seed). 

Hyoscyamus niger L. (Henbane), one pl311t; Amarunthus 
retroflexus L., one plant. 

Datura stramonium L. (Thorneapp1e), one big plant. 

Lolium temulentl.l.D. L. (Damel); Sis brium al tissimum L. 
(Tall Rocket); S. orientale L. (Eastern Rocket; Cori~er 
satiV'Ur.l L. (Coriander), one plant; Cannabis sativa L. 
Hemp, one plant about 9 ft.; Linum usitatissimum L. 
Cultivated Flax) ,several plants; Echinochloa crus-galli 

(L.) Beauv. (Cockspur); Setaria viridis (L.) Beauv. 
(Green-Brist1egrass). ,,-_ .. 

Some plants occurring as garden weeds have also been recorded by Mrs. and 
John Hodgson:-

Funaria capreo1ata var. babington determined by Kew, one plant, Tilehurst; 
Rorripa islandica (Oeder) Borbas (Marsh Yellow-cress), pavement, Tilehurst; 
Chenopodium po1yspermum L. (Allseed), abundant in flower beds on Reading Promenade; 
Lamium hybridum Villa (Cut-leaved Deadnett1e), pavement weed, Tilehurst; 
Mercurialis annua L. (Annual Hercury), male and female plants abundarrli in a 
garden in London Street, Reading; Stach"vs arvensis L. (Field Woundwort), seveni 
plants in a garden, Ti1ehurst. 

The Recorder wishes to thank all those who contributed to this Report. 
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(Su"pnla::en tar;-r Lis t ) 
---.---~ ,--... -.-- .~-----

At the SOCl(-l ty ls Fore.z,r in 1960 ~ w!'J.ich \7aS llOnouxed by the presence of both 
Dr. F. E. Hora <-'.nd Dr. J. R£l2:1Sbotto:l,; ovor 100 spe cies 'were collected and identi­
fie d by ther'. ~ inducting those reco : 'iod bela;J, '.'Thic::-~ diet not figu.:'e in t he list of 
species found in 1945·- 57 pu.blished. :.11 1;0.12 of the Reading Hc:.turr..list . 

C:: nt.herellus cin8reus 
----~- ... --.:~-- .. ---

Co,:xt'inu,,9 cinereus _ .... _-----_._------
Cortinarius albo viola c8us 

bola~rj s 

CorYE~ sa~~oides 

J!'ome s 8.11nO S LlS ._-------_ .. 
.I:no~ybe asterophorn 

fJ..2.:2pe rd <?£J:Y.£E.lalis 
Bc-cce.tun --

nar 2.smius orythropus 

, 

I\'\1Tcene. o.L1I10nic.lca 
jio.lopus 

Peziza ba-dia 
..... -

Russula densifolia 

Ste~_1.l!"J. PS12~E..~uI.~ 
£tlEosun 
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OBSERVATIONS 

A Rare Alien in Berkshire 

Erigeron aimuus (L.) Pers. is of such rare OCCUITeme in Britain that it would be 
more correct to designate it a casual. Seven plants appeared ani flowered in a 
small area of sown grass-land near Reading in June 1960.. Presumably the seeds 
were among the mixture of imported grasses and clovers which had been sown in 1959. 
The plants survived maving and flcmered again in August. Unfortunately, the laDi 
was ploughed in early September before any seeds could develop. 

E. annuus reswbles E. acris L. (Blue Fleabane) to the extent; that its 
generic relationship is unmistakeable but the ray-florets are white and the 
leaves a very fresh green. The plant is a native of northern U.S.A. and Canada 
where it is most frequent in the eastern states, and occurs as a widespread weed 
in moist ground and waste places. 

As far as can be ascertained there is no previous record for either Berks or 
Oxon. It is not recorded in the County Floras of adjoining counties , although 
there may be subseqoont records. 

A. M. Sirmnonds. 

Crown Galls on Daphne and Bramble 

On 18th February 1960 I received from Mr. B.R. Baker, Reading MuSeum, a 
specimen of mezereon (Daphne mezereum L.) that had been sent in by Suttons, the 
seedsmen, for identification of the galls upon it. The specimen came from a 
garden in Re adi. ng • 

The stems bore nearly spherical, VloOdy galls ranging in diameter fr0m 2 rmn. 
to 12 rmn., and as many as 14 Vlere present on a p:ie ce of stem 15 cm. in length. 
A tentative identification of crown gall was made, but attempts to confirm that 
by isolating the bacterium on potato agc:r were unsuccessful, for only woody 
tissues were available and green tissue is recommended for such work. 

Subsequent reference to the literature confirmed that the crcmn-gall 
organism, obacteriun tumefacier.s (Srni th & Tcmnsen:l) Conn., does gall 
D. meze:reura Stapp, 19)6, Bakterielle Krankhei ten. Ha.ndb. Pflkrankh. 2. (2): 
342-343, 6 Aufl.). Dowson (1949, M1:nuaJ. of bacterial plant diseases. London) 
does not list daphne as a host-plant, and it is probable that the only previously 
published record of crown gallon D. mezereum is that of Stapp (1940, Der 
Pflanzenkrebs und sein Erreger Pseudomonas tu:mefaciens. IX Mitt. Daphne 
mezereum L. als weitere neue Wirtspflanze. Zbl. Bakt. (Abt. 11) ~:295-300), 
who found it in the late autumn of 1938 in north-western Germany. In Stapp's 
material, the galls were restricted to the lower parts of the plant, particularly 
the collar. 

A number of la.::.·ger crown galls, about 2 cm. in diameter and rougher on the 
surface, were found on a bramble (Rubus sP.) at Pamber Forest during the Society's 
field meeting on 23rd July 1960. They occUITed on arched stems, same four feet 
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above the ground, at intervals of a.bou-!; two inches. Although the OCClll~rence of 
Ao tumefa~ on brc..mble is not rare~, it is sufficientl;y U-.1'J.usue l to Vlarrant 
recording" 

D. Leatherdale. 

Tltis species has been recorded D8.l'l.y times from t he British Isles, where it 
usue..lly 2X:r:-ives vd th a consign,'ner..t cf' cork.. It n.c.s d s o been Imovv.a to esta:~lish 
i tS6lf Dnd hreed indoors in ilot··ho'.l.s88 and simileI' plc.cGs. 

'1lh8 a.nt s which form tbe sub j ect of this note ['xe therefore unusucl in nesting 
cut of doors in an un:protec~ (~d si te ~ 

My attention was first d:raw-.a to them on June 2nd. of this yeDX (1960), when 
th'2Y were :ru.nn5.:ng busily to EU1d fro on the hc.ncl-~'u.il of the vlooden bridgE; cros slng 
the mill-leat of Caversbam lUlL In the bright sunlight t.~e red. head 2l1d thore..x: j 

cont:;:·o.st:i.ng with the 'i:Jlack c..bdomen, c a.ught my eye ancl I captured three for closer 
exonination lat8r on. Some of the [' ... '1ts ,",el'e c 2.:::'T'JiT'.g 2.phicls ,,:,hich they had found 
on the vlillo,:! trees that overhpng the er.d of the bridge, These vmre 0vidently 
horrew<lJ:Q. bound 8.l1.d I was able to tra ce them to t Leir :c.est i n the crevices of the 
wood-work B.t the foot of a supporting post. Under t:.10 nd.croscope l my c aptives 
l'pfused to be iCientified :J..S ar~r British speci.el'1. l ... ·:.cordi ngly I -.::ent bc,ck to the 
lldst fer m01'8 live specimens, whi~h 1."E:re identified. by Dr~ Yarrow et the British 
Museum as Crematoge.ster scutellaris Olivir-)r, an ant ",-:hich is COmt1on in the 
Medi i;erraneon"a.rea.--PresumeFiythe founders of the colon;:l Vlere impcr ted b~i" the 
cork fadory wb::'ch nOi'T occu:p5.8s the buildir.gs of Ce.\r€rS~1ClJ. }I:i.ll. 

Some weeks lc.ter, and quite by cnance j I come [""·crOflS c. :r-eference to the gEnUS 

.C:ceE!atogaster in 0. work on AfricC.l'l ins e cts, from which I le C'.l'ned that they have the 
:E!ngllSh name of "Cocktail Imts." This is apI:2..Tently c.n allusion, not to thei:r in­
tenperc.te habits, but to the factthc.t Ylh'2n d.ist1JJ.'bed they tilt thei~(' abdomens up-
wc.rd.s and emit a foul-soelling secretion. A'~ the time uhcm I read. this ~ I had 
not myself.' observed this behaviour, but on tl Inter visit to the nest, which had novr 
been removed to more commodious quc..rters et the top of the post, I attract\~d the 
attention of two intdrested small children. Before I cculd stop her, the ;yotmger ef 
the t wo be g2...'1 to siLr up the inm2.tes y;i th a grc.ss star:, cnd they at once . respomecl 
in the proper r:W .. '1J:lOr. The s mell wns no'!; perceptible in t..h.e open air, but the 
pc.ired. gl2l1ds vlilich produoe it were visibly extruded c.t t ::--.£l tip of the abdomen. 

Lt the time of \ITi til'lg the colony 
aging weather they hc:ve experienced. f 
survive t he winter. 

st:Lll flourishe:s j in spi to of t he rH scour­
It remr~:i...ns to DD seen whether they will 

E. Cr:cter. 

, 
t The ents remained active ~mtil the eui of October, 'but on 7th November had not 

boen seen again .. 
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SWJ..LL MlIMMALS OF THE RElillDTG A.REA 

By H.H. Ce~ter and C.H.Johnson 

This paper records the results of investigations into the small mammal popu­
lations of tL'1.ree localities near Reading, carried out by the authors during the 
summer of 1960. 

AREAS WORKED 

Ar~::;:: - Woolhamp~$ This is a part of the proposed Hature Reserve in the 
Kenr;.et valley nea:r the village of Woolhompton. It comprises tbB narrow strip of 
land. between the River Kennet and the Western Region main railway line from 
Reading to Newbury, and extenis from Wickham. Knight's Bridge upstream to the brook 
which comes in from the village, a distance of 400 yards .. 

The grou...'1d here is ver-.J VJet and intersected by nunerous drainage ditches, and 
the vegetation varies from willow and alder at the western end of t..he strip to 
reed bed at the eastern entl.. The Reading Mu.seum field station is situated here, 
on the tow-.path 100 yards west of Wickham Knight's Bridge. 

Are? 11 - MlJ.pledUT~ham. This in effect f alls into two sub-areas lying clCEe to­
gether on Gravel IIill j north of the Warren and 150 yards east of the edge of 
Chazey ·Wood. Here the soil is dry and well-drained, with a strong slope to the 
soutn, cnd the vegetation is oainly close-cropped pasture. ~his proved to be so 
ex.;:osed that it ,JaS impossible to se"; traps without running the risk of disturbance 
by passers-by, so trapping 'was concentrated in the two sub-areas mentionede A 
small copse of mixed deciduous trees, with a patCh of dense brambles and nettles to 
the north of it, formed the northern sw-area, The southern was 100 yards to the 
south on the rin of an old cha::.k pit and including part of Co conifer plant~tion on 
the stsepest part of the slope. 

!Ee~II - Playhatch~ . It was decided to conduct a trapping survey on the agri­
culi;ural site of Mr$ E.W. Low, c£ 31 Anglefield Road., Reading, which he has taken 
over as a smallholding of 2-rr acres. This l:ie s nar"th of the Henley Road and east 
of the road to Playhatch, and is roughly 100 yards square. Two cottage gardens 
abut on to the centre of ite It borders on a barley field to the north, has thick 
bushes along the ea.qtern edge, and across a gravel track to tb3 west are gardens of 
five mOl'e hO'l'ses. It is divided into three strips. Ther0 is a small haystack in 
the centre piece, a well and some iron sheds., The natural vegetation consists of 
nettle, dock am thistle, with dandelions and couch gTass which a::..'e due to be 
spl'a;red run cultivated fer hUID.:rs. When Ivlr. Low took over the la:al, the weeds were 
over t..'1ree feet high a.'1.d it was "Over-:ru..."1 with vermin .. " It is now well manured anI 
the weeds sprayed. The middle strl. p is a rough pig ley and the other two are cul­
tivated for hay and ffi7edes. Mr. LOiI, along with the keeper, poisoned rats with 
"Warfarin" las·t yem', and the second author was interested to see how this had 
a.ffected the varict!S species, especially rats. 

Some traps were later moved across tile Henley Road al1d set along the side of 
Berry Brook t between Marsh Lane and Sonning Old Gre.vel Pit 5 


